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THE 


VO  Y  AG 


OF 


PETER   KOLBEN,   A.  M, 


TO      THE 


CAPE   OF  GOOD  HOPE. 


'Containing  an  account  of  the  fettlement  of  the  Cape  by  the 
Dutch,  a  defcription  of  the  manners,  cuftoms,  and  religion  of 
the  Hottentots,  &c.  with  an  account  of  the  Cape  town- 
Dutch  government ;  and  return  of  the  author  to  Europe. 


A.S  I  had  early  felt  an  ardent  defire  to  tra- 
vel, which  I  had  long  fought  for  a  favourable  op- 
portunity of  gratifying,  the  reader  may  imagine 
that  1  was  filled  with  a  tranfport  of  joy,  when  I 
was  told  by  my  generous  patron  the  Baron  van 
Krolick,  whom  1  had  the  honour  to  ferve  in  the 
quality  of  fecretary,  that  if  I  approved  of  it,  he 
would  fend  me  at  his  own  ex  pence  to  refide  at  the 
Cape  of  Good  Hope,  in  order  to  make  proper  ob- 
fervations  on  the  appearance  of  the  heavenly  bo- 
dies on  that  fouthcrn  extremity  of  Africa.  With 
the  highell  exprclllons  of  gratitude  I  accepted  of 
this  employment,  and  my  noble  patron  having 
fettled  upon  rnc  an  annual  falary,  I  prepared  for 
my  voyage,  and,  leaving  Berlin,  let  out  for  Am- 
flerdam,  where  I  embarked  on  board  the  Union, 
one  of  the  Dutch  Eall- India  Ihips  that  then  lay 
in  the  Texcl. 

VOL.    IV.  A 
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On  the  8th  of  January  i  70^,  the  Union  fet  fail 
with  eight  mor^of  the  company's  ihips  bound  to 
the  Eaft-Indies,  and  on  the  13th  of  March  fleer- 
ing round  St.  Jago,  one  of  the  Cape  de  Verd  if- 
lands,  we  had  a  diliinft  view  of  the  rocks  and 
niountains,  and  of  the  fituation  and  extent  of  the 
city  of  the  fame  name.  After  fainting  the  caftle 
of  the  harbour  of  Braya  with  35  guns,  which  was 
returned,  we  were  vifited  by  a  Portuguefe  gentle- 
man, accompanied  by  a  negro  romiih  prieft,  who 
had  received  an  univerflty  education  at  St.  Jago, 
and  had  been  made  prieft,  the  better  to  promote 
the  converfion  of  his  countrymen.  They  were  li- 
berally entertained,  and  the  father,  befides  other 
things,  eat  at  leaft  two  pounds  of  Dutch  cheefe, 
and  drank  an  ailoniftiing  quantity  of  brandy,  af- 
ter which  he  fung,  danced,  and  performed  fo  ma- 
ny antic  tricks,  as  convinced  us  all,  that  though 
he  appeared  a  very  indifferent  prieft  he  would  make 
an  excellent  harlequin. 

At  parting,  the  father  invited  feveral  of  us  to 
take  a  dinner  with  him,  and  to  view  what  he  cal- 
led his  fine  library.  This  invitation  was  accepted, 
and  two  days  after  v*^e  waited  on  him  at  his  houfe, 
where  he  received  and  entertained  us  handfomely 
enough,  fliewing  us  his  library,  v;hich  confifted  of 
a  body  of  the  civil  law  (for  he  told  us  he  was  a 
do61:or  of  laws)  fome  popilh  legends,  and  a  few 
breviaries. 

On  the  nth  v.'e  paid  a  vifit  to  the  governor  of 
the  caftle.  He  introduced  us  to  his  lady,  who  was 
with  feveral  women  in  her  own  apartment,  and 
received  us  with  much  civility,  gave  us  bread  of 
Turkifn  wheat,  butter  and  cheefe  ;  and  we  re- 
turned the  kindnefs,  by  making  her  a  prefent  of  a 
paper  of  tobacco,  which  fhe  and  the  other  women 
immediately  fmoaked  in  the  prefence  of  us  all. 

While  we  ftayed  at  Braya  w^e  had  fome  thoughts 
of  taking  a  trip  to  the  city  of  St.  Jago ;  but   we 
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were  perfuaded  from  thisdeiign.  The  ways  were 
reprelented  as  fteep  and  craggy,  and  the  ground 
fo  hot  and  parched,  from  the  fcarcity  of  rain,  that 
the  flavesfometimes  periflied  in  the  way  with  thirft, 
there  being  rarely  any  fuch  thing  as  water,  or  the 
ieaft  kind  of  refrelhment  to  be  found  upon  the 
road.  The  ifland  is  principally  refrellied  by  the 
morning  dews,  which  at  certain  feafons  fall  plen- 
tifully. Yet  it  is  a  fertile  delightful  place,  abound- 
ing with  orange,  lemon  and  cotton  trees  :  the 
valleys  yield  rice,  beans,  fugar-canes,  &c.  which 
turn  to  very  good  account  ;  the  tops  of  the  hills 
are  crowned  with  trees,  and  the  turf  ftrewed  with 
a  variety  of  the  mod  beautiful  flowers.  In  the 
mean  time  the  fliips  wooded,  watered,  and  took 
in  frefli  provilions,  together  with  every  fort  of  fruit 
produced  at  St.  Jigo,  which  were  fo  incredibly 
cheap,  that  I  bought  a  hundred  fweet  oranges  for 
half  a  paper  of  pins,  and,  for  the  other  half,  live 
fat  fowls. 

On  the  19th  of  March  we  failed  from  the  har- 
bour of  Braya.  After  fullering  fevcral  tern  pells  of 
thunder  and  lightning,  on  the  9th  of  April,  a 
large  flafii,  followed  by  a  noife  like  that  of  tlfe 
report  of  a  cannon  ftartlcd  all  on  board.  The  cap- 
tain, who  was  at  breakfaft  in  his  cabbin,  imagin- 
ing that  fomebody  had  prefumed  to  difcharge  one 
of  the  great  guns,  ran  in  a  rage  ♦'o  punilli  fuch 
rafnnefs,  when  he  found  his  foreman  (battered  by 
thunder  ;  but  no  hurt  was  done  to  any  one  board. 
"When  we  came  to  confider  the  riflv  of  the  powder- 
room,  in  which  we  had  3000  quintals  of  that 
dangerous  commodity,  every  man's  heart  funk 
within  iiim,  and,  I  dare  fay,  felt  fome  Icnfations 
of  gratitude  to  the  author  of  our  preiervatiop. 

On  the  loth  of  June  we  difcovered  the  Cape  of 
Good  Hope,  and  the  next  day  arrived  fafe  in  the 
harbour.  Being  introduced  to  the  governor,  that 
gcnthnvdn,  on  fi^ht  of  ir.y  recommendatory  Ictr 
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ters,  treated  me  in  a  very  friendly  and  affable 
manner,  and  foon  affigned  me  a  coiimiadious 
abode. 

Notwithflanding  the  Cape  of  Good  Kope  was 
difcovered  fo  early  by  the  Portuguefe  as  the  year 
1493,  not  one  of  tliem  landed  till  1498,  when  the 
Portuguefe  admiral,  Rio  D'lnfante  went  alliore  in 
his  voyage  to  India,  and  on  his  return  gave  fuch 
an  account  of  the  advantages  of  tlie  place  to  Ema- 
nuel king  of  Portugal,  that  it  was  relblvcd  to  form 
a  fettlement  there ;  but  this  was  not  carried  into 
execution.  At  length  Francifco  d'AImadei,  vice- 
roy of  Braiil,  returning  from  thence  with  a  fleet 
from  Portugal,  took  his  courfe  by  the  Cape,  and 
cafting  anchor  there,  fent  a  party  on  fhore  to  traffic 
for  cattle  ;  but  they  were  repulfed  by  the  natives, 
and  driven  back  to  their  (hips.  Upon  this  the 
viceroy  was  perfuaded  to  land  them  again  with  a 
confiderable  reinforcement,  and  for  the  encourage- 
ment of  the  men  to  put  himfelf  v^/ith  eleven  cap- 
tains of  the  fleet  at  their  head.  His  excellency 
however,  feemed  to  have  fome  prcfages  of  the 
unhappy  ifl^ue  ;  for  being  got  into  the  long-boat, 
he  cried  with  a  dejected  look,  "  Ah  I  whither  do 
*'you  carry  feventy  years?"  for  that  was  his  age. 
On  their  being  landed,  one  of  the  men  refufmg  to 
give  a  Hottentot  a  pair  of  brafs  buckles  he  had 
in  his  flioes,  which  the  favage  much  admired,  his 
refufal  was  taken  as  an  affront;  and  this  trifle  be- 
came the  foundation  of  a  quarrel.  The  Hottentots 
who  were  prefent  efpoufed  the  caufe  of  their  coun- 
tryman, and  attacked  the  Portuguefe  with  fuch 
fury  that  feventy-five  of  them  were  laid  dead  on 
the  fiiore,  among  whom  was  the  viceroy,  and  the 
reft  fled  in  confufion  to  their  fliips. 

The  Portuguefe,  mortified  at  this  difgrace,  vow- 
ed revenge  ;  but  after  fmothering  it  for  two  or 
three  years,  a  fleet  for  the  Indies  landed  again  at 
the  Cape,  and  the  Portuguefe  knowij]g  what  a 
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value  the  natives  let  on  brafs,  landed  a  large  brafs 
cannon  loaded  with  feveral  heavy  balls,  and  to  the 
mouth  faftened  two  large  ropes.  The  Hottentots 
tranfported  with  joy  at  receiving  fo  large  a  piece  of 
their  admired  metal,  laid  hold  oF  the  two  ropes  in 
great  numbeis  as  they  were  directed,  in  order  to. 
drag  it  along  ;  thus  a  great  body  of  them  extend- 
ed in  two  files  all  the  length  of  the  ro.pes,  full  ia 
the  range  of  the  fliot,  when  the  cannon  being 
difcharged,  a  terrible  fiaughter  was  made  and  thofe 
who  efcaped  the  fhot,  fled  up  into  the  country  in 
the  wildefi:  confternation  After  this  cowardly  ex- 
ploit, the  Portuguefe  re-embarked  at  their  ieilin'e  ; 
and  from  that  day  to  this,  it  feems  that  the  Hot- 
tentots have  conftantly  dreaded  both  the  light  and 
touch  of  fire-arms. 

It  does  not  appear  that  any  Europeans  after- 
wards landed  at  the  Cape  till  the  year  1600,  when 
it  began  to  be  vifited  by  the  Englifli,  French,  and 
Dutch,  in  their  voyages  to  and  from  the  Eaft- 
Indies.  But  in  1650,  a  Dutch  fleet  anchoring  be- 
fore it,  Mr.  Van  Riebeek,  a  furgeon  on  board, 
obferving  that  the  country  was  well  (locked  witii 
cattle,  the  foil  rich,  the  harbour  commodious,  and 
the  people  tractable,  digefled  iiis  obfervations,  and 
on  his  return  to  Holland  laid  them  before  the 
dire<$torsof  the  India  company,  who  after  a  grand 
confultation,  refolved  to  attempt  a  fettlepient  at 
the  Cape  without  lofs  of  time.  Accordingly  four 
fliips  were  immediately  ordered  out  on  that  defign, 
with  all  the  materials,  inftrumcnts,  artificers,  and 
other  hands  necelfary  for  fucli  an  expedition.  The 
furgeon  Van  Riebeek  was  appointed  governor  and 
commander  in  chief  of  the  intended  fettlement, 
with  jjower  to  treat  with  the  Hottentots,  in  what 
manner  he  (liould  think  fit. 

With  thefe  four  fliips  Van  Riebeek  arrived  fafe 
at  the  Cape,  and  fo  captivated  the  natives  by  his 
addrefs  and  good  humour,  and  with  the  preients 


^  KOLBEN's  VOYAGE  TO 

he  brought  them  of  brafs  toys,  beads,  tobacco, 
brandy,  &c.  .that^a  treaty  v^as  inftantly  concluded, 
and  he  giving  the  natives  toys  and  commodities  to 
the  value  of  50,000  guilders,  they  granted  the 
Dutch  full  liberty  to  fettle  there,  refigned  tothera 
apart  of  the  country,  and  a  trade  was  eftabliflied 
with  them,  ona  good  and  folid  foundation. 

After  thefe  wife  regulations,  in  which  fo  juft  a 
regard  was  paid  to  the  natural  rights  of  the  in- 
habitants ;  Mr.  Van  Riebeek  raifed  a  fquare  fort, 
and  built  in  it  dwelling-houfes,  w^are  houfes,  and 
an  hofpital  tor  the  reception  of  the  fick  ;  to  this 
fort  he  added  proper  outworks,  to  fecure  himfelf 
from  any  attacks  of  the  Europeans.  His  excellency 
then  fet  the  feeds  he  had  brought  from  Europe  on 
a  piece  of  land  two  leagues  up  the  country,  part 
en  a  hill,  and  part  in  a  vale,  dividing  the  ground 
into  a  vineyard,  a  fruit,  flower,  and  kitchen  garr 
den. 

Every  thing  profpering  in  a  furprizing  manner, 
the  company  offered  fixty  acres  of  land  to  every 
man  who  would  fettle  at  the  Cape  ;  provided 
he  could  not  only  maintain  himfelf  upon  it  within 
three  years,  but  alfo  contribute  at  a  certain  rate 
to  the  fupport  of  the  garrifon  :  but  every  one 
was  left  at  liberty,  at  the  end  of  that  term,  to 
fell  or  make  over  his  land,  and  to  leave  the 
fettlement.  Encouraged  by  thefe  propofals,  and 
by  the  alliflance  given  to  thofe.who  could  not  of 
themfeives  provide  uteniils,  tools  and  inftruments 
of  agriculture,  great  numbers  went  to  the  cape, 
and  the  fettlement  foon  began  to  make  a  con- 
iiderable  figure :  but  ail  this  while  there  was  a 
growing  evil,  again  11  which  no  provifions  had 
been  made.  European  women  were  very  fcarce, 
and  thofe  they  had  were  wives,  who  had  fettled 
there  with  their  hufbands :  while  the  plantation 
fwarmed  with  young  fellows,  each  fettled  upon 
bis  farm,  and  in  a  way  of  thriving^  but  wanted 
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wives  as  much  for  the  fake  of  ifTiie  and  domeftic 
help,  as  fenfual  gratifications ;  and  yet  had  not 
the  leaft  inclination  to  marry  the  hottentot  wo- 
men. But  an  account  of  this  grievance  being 
difpatched  to  Amfterdam,  a  fine  troop  of  young 
women  were  levied,  who,  on  their  arrival  at  the 
Cape,  were  beftowed  by  the  governor  on  fuch  as 
wanted  wives,  with  all  the  indulgence  that  could 
be  fhewn  upon  fuch  an  occafion,  to  their  feveral 
fancies  and  inclinations. 

The  fettlement  being  thus  firmly  eftablifhed, 
it  encreafed  to  fuch  a  degree,  that  being  ftill  joined 
by  other  fettlcrs,  the  Dutch  in  a  few  years  ex- 
tended themfelves  in  new  colonies  along  the  coaft. 
They  now  form  four  principal  fettlements:  theiirft 
is  at  the  Cape,  where  are  the  grand  forts,  and  the 
capital  city,  called  alfo  the  Cape,  in  which  and 
its  neighbourhood  are  many  genteel  buildings, 
with  all  forts  of  accommodation  ;  the  fecond  is 
the  Hellenbogilh  ;  the  third,  the  Drakenfton  ; 
and  the  fourth,  the  Waverifli  colony.  The  com- 
pany have  likewife  provided  for  a  future  in- 
creafe  of  the  people,  by  purchafing  all  the  tra6l 
of  land  called  Terra  du  Natal,  lying  between 
Mofambique  and  the  Cape,  for  which  they  paid 
in  toys,  commodities,  and  utenfils,  to  the  value 
of  30,000  guilders:  fo  that  the  province  is  of 
great  extent. 

The  grcatefl  part  of  the  country  about  the 
Cape  is  full  of  rocks  and  mountains,  which  long 
after  the  difcovery,  being  only  viewed  at  a  diftance, 
were  confidered  as  barren :  but  their  fpacious 
tops  are  covered  with  rich  meadows,  every  where 
enamelled  with  a  variety  of  flowers,  of  uncommon 
beauty  and  fragrance,  and  abound  with  delicious 
fprings,  running  in  many  fi reams  into  the  valleys. 
Thefe  mountains  in  clear  weather  are  fcen  at  the 
diftance  of  fifteen  leagues.  On  their  fkirts  are  in- 
tcrfperlcd  groves  that  alibrd  excellent  wood  for 
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the  joiners  and  turners.  The  plains  and  valleys 
iire  ail  deiight^I  meadow  lands,  where  nature  ap- 
pears with  ilich  a  profufioji  of  charms  as  to  ravifii 
the  eye  of  the  beholder.  They  every  where  fmile, 
and  are  adorned  with  beautiful  trees,  plants  and 
•flowers,  that  till  the  air  with  the  fweeteft  odours  ; 
amo'na:  thefe  are  the  aloe,  and  other  curious  trees 
and  herbs. 

The  foil  is  fo  rich,  as  to  be  capable  of  every  kind 
of  culture  ;  it  bears  ail  forts  of  grain,  and  every 
kind  of  fruit-tree.  The  country  abounds  with 
-fait,  and  hot  baths  of  mineral  vvaters,  that  have 
been  found  falutary  in  many  difeafes.  The  regions 
about  the  Cape  are,  however,  fubje6t  to  boifterous 
winds,  that  generally  blow  from  the  fouth-eaft 
v^hiie  the  fun  is  in  the  fouthern  ligns,  and  from 
the  north-weft,  while  in  the  northern  figns.  Thefe 
winds,  however  though  they  frequently  do  con- 
liderable  damage  to  the  trees  and  corn,  are  of 
fervice  in  pvuging  the  air,  and  contributing  to  the 
health  of  the  inhabitants  ;  who  after  a  calm  of  a 
^eek  or  ten  days,  generally  complain  of  the  head- 
ach  and  other  dilbrders,  which  vaniih  when  they 
blow  again. 

Some  authors  have  reprefented  the  Hottentots 
as  fo  brutal,  as  to  be  in  a  manner  incapable  of  re- 
flecfion,  as  having  no  fenfe  of  religion,  nor  any 
notion  oi  order  and  decency,  and  fcarcely  polleli- 
ing  the  leaft  glimpfe  of  reafan  or  humanity  :  but 
this  is  far  from  being  true.  I  have  known  many 
of  them  who  underftood  Dutch,  French,  and 
Portuguefe  to  a  degree  of  perfection  ;  and  one  1^ 
knew,  who  learnt  Englifla  and  Portuguefe  in  a  very 
fliort  time,  and  having  conquered  the  habits  of 
pronunciation  contiafted  from  his  native  lan- 
guage, was  laid  by  good  judges  to  underftand  and 
fpeak  them  with  a  furprifing  readinefs  and  pro- 
•I>riety. 
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They  are,  perhaps,  the  moft  faithful  fervants 
in  the  world.  The  Europeans  at  the  Cape  are 
fo  fond  of  them  in  this  capacity,  that  they  are  loth 
to  part  with  them.  Though  they  are  infinitely 
fond  of  wine,  brandy  and  tobacco,  and  will  at  any 
time  part  with  the  moft  valuable  things  they  have 
to  purchafe  them,  yet  they  will  neither  diminifh 
them  themfelves,  nor  fuffer  any  one  elfe  to  diminilh 
the  leaft  drop  or  part  of  thofe  commodities,  when 
they  are  committed  to  their  truft.  It  is  furprifmg 
to  fee  the  care  and  fidelity  with  which  they  acquit 
themfelves  on  thefe  occafions.  They  are  even  em-^ 
ployed  by  the  Europeans  in  affairs  that  require 
judgment  and  capacity.  An  Hottentot,  named 
Cloas,  had  fuch  integrity  and  difcernment,  that  he 
was  often  entrufted  by  Mr.  Vander  Stel,  the  late 
governor  at  the  Cape,  with  large  quantities  of  wine, 
brandy,  rice,  and  other  commodities,  and  diredled 
to  exchange  them  for  cattle  among  the  Hottentot 
nations  at  a  great  difiance  from  the  Cape,  attend- 
ed by  a  guard  of  two  armed  men  of  the  governor's 
own  people.  He  executed  his  com  millions  with 
addrefs  and  reputation,  and  generally  returned 
the  governor  more  and  liner  cattle  than  the  com- 
n\odities  he  carried  out  could  be  judged  to  be 
worth.  To  thefe  qualities  he  joined  the  greateft 
humanity  and  good  nature  ;  and  notwithftanding 
the  ignorance  in  which  he  was  born,  and  in  which, 
with  refpe6l  to  religion,  he  always  lived,  was  a 
man  of  excellent  morals,  and  had,  perhaps  as  much 
charity  and  benevolence  as  the  beft  of  us  all.  Many 
an  European  in  diftrels  has  been  relieved  by  this 
generous  good  natured-creatiire,  who,  by  means 
ofa^andfome  flock  of  cattle,  in  which  the  wealth 
of  the  Hottentots  chiefly  confills,  was  very  able  to 
lend  them  his  alliftance. 

Notwithftanding  what  has  been  laid,  the  Hot- 
tentots fectn  to  place  their  whole  earthly  happinefs 
in  floth  and  indolence.     They  can  think  to  the 
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purpofe,  if  they^leafe  ;  but  they  hate  the  trouble 
of  thought^  and  look  upon  every  degree  of  reafon- 
ing  as  a  tormenting  agitafeton  of  the  mind  : .  they 
therefore  never  reafon  but  in  cafe  ofneceffity  j  that 
is,  when  it^rs  requifite  to  remove  fome  preffing  'want 
of  their  own  or  their  friends.  If  the  Hottentot  is 
not  rouzed  by  fome  prefent  appetite  or  neceflityy 
he  is  as  deaf  both  to  thought  and  a6lion  as  a  log  ; 
u'hen  urged  by  thefe  he  is  all  aftivity;  but  when 
thefeare  gratified,  and  his  obligation  to  ferve  is  at 
an  end,  he  retires  to  enjoy  again  his  beloved  idle- 
iiefs. 

Some  authors  have  faid,  that  all  the  Hottentots 
devour  the  entrails  of  beafts,  uncleanfed  of  their, 
filth  and  excrements,  half  broiled  ;  and  that  whe- 
ther found  or  rotten,  they  confider  them  as  the 
greateft  delicacies  in  the  world  :  but  this  is  not 
true.  I  always  found,  that  when  they  had  entrails 
to  eat,  they  turned  and  ftripped  them  of  their  filth, 
and  waflied  them  in  clean  water.  They  then 
boiled  them  in  the  blood  of  the  beaft,  if  they  had 
any  ;  if  not,  they  gave  them  a  thorough  broiling. 
This,  however,  is  done  in  fo  nafty  a  manner  as  to 
make  an  European  loath  their  vidJtuals. 

But,  uncleanly  as  their  manner  of  dreffing  their 
provifions  is,  thofe  who  keep  to  the  diet  of  their 
country  have  few  difeafes,  are  feldom  lick,  and  live 
to  an  extreme  old  age.  But  thofe  who  drink  wine,: 
brandy,  or  other  ftrong  liquors,  ftifrer  difeafes  be- 
fore unknown  to  them,  and  (horten  their  days : 
even  the  meat  dreffed  and  feafoned  after  the  Euro- 
pean manner  is  very  pernicious,  with  refpe^t  to 
them. 

What  chiefly  renders  the  Hottentots  a  nafty 
generation,  is  a  cuftom  obferved  iTom  their  in- 
fancy of  befmearing  their  bodies  and  apparel,  which 
is  only  a  fltin  thrown  over  their  Ihonlders,  and 
another  around  their  waift,  with  mutton  fat,  mar- 
row or  butter,  mixed  with  the  foot  that  gathers 
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abomid  their  boiling  pots,  in  order  to  make  thetn 
look  black,  they  being  naturally  of  a  nut  or  olive 
colour.  This  cuftom  is  repeated  as  often  as  the 
greafe  is  dried  up  by  the  fun  or  duft,  if  they  are 
able  to  get  either  fat  or  butter.  The  meaner  fort 
are  moftly  obliged  to  make  ufe  of  that  which  is 
rank  ;  but  the  more  wealthy  always  befmear  them-' 
ielves  with  the  frefheft  and  choiceft  that  can  be  had. 
No  part  of  the  body  from  the  crown  of  the  head  to 
the  fole  of  the  foot  efcapes  this  paint ;  their  Ikins 
are  thoroughly  daubed  with  it.  The  richer  they 
are,  the  more  fat  and  butter  they  employ  ;  for  this 
is  the  grand  diftindlion  betwixt  the  rich  and  poor  ; 
but  they  abominate  the  fat  of  fi/li. 

This  rubbing  and  grealing  promotes  the  fupple- 
nefs  and  a6tivityof  the  body  ;  and  the  Hottentots, 
though  a  lazy  race,  are,  perhaps,  the  fwifteft  of 
foot  in  the  world :  for  they  not  only  dart  away 
from  the  fwifteft  Euro]3ean,  but  frequently  out- 
run a  very  fleet  horfe.  Beiides,  living  almoft  naked 
in  a  region  where  the  fun's  heat  is  very  great  all 
the  year  round,  by  doling  their  pores  with  greafe, 
they  prevent  that  excelfive  perfpiration  which 
would,  in  all  probability,  exhauft  and  deftroy 
them. 

What  renders  them  moft  difagreeable  is  their 
fuffering  their  woolly  hair  to  be  matted  together 
with  fat  and  dirt,  their  otfenfive  fmell,  arifing  from 
thefe  uncleanly  cuftoms,  and  their  abominable 
loufinefs.  Add  to  this,  their  language  is  a  com- 
pofition  of  the  ftrangclt  lounds  that  ever  were  ut- 
tered by  any  people,  and  their  pronunciation 
depends  upon  fuch  collifions  of  the  tongue  againlt 
the  palate,  and  upon  fuch  ftrangc  vibrations  and 
infieclions  of  that  member,  as  a  ftranger  cannot 
eafily  imitate,  and  neither  they  themfelvcs,  nor 
hardly  any  one  elfe  can  defcribe. 

Thefe  people  are,  however,  neither  fo  fmall  of 
fi^turcj  nor  fo  deformed  And  wrinkled  as  they 
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have  been  defcribed  by  fome  authors :  for  moft  of 
the  men  are  frojtp  five  to  fix  feet  high  ;  but  the 
women  are  a  great  deal  lefs.     Both  fexes  are  very 
ereft  and  well  made,  keeprng  a  due  medium  be- 
tween being  fat  and  lean.     There  is  not  a  crooked 
limb,    or  other   piece  of  deformity   to   be   feen 
among  them,  which  is  the  more  remarkable,   as 
they  do  not  take  near  fo  much  care  of  their  chil- 
dren as  the  European  women.     Their  heads  be- 
ing generally  large,  their  eyes  are  fo  in  proportion. 
Their  general   mien   is  fo  far  from   being  wild 
and  terrible,  that  it  is  fweet  and  compofed,  and 
declarative  of  the  higheft  benevolence  and  good 
nature.     The  worft  features  they  have  is   their 
large  flat  nofes,  and  their  thick   lips,  efpecially 
the  uppermoll  ;  but  the  flatnefs  of  their  nofes  is 
not  natural,  but  caufed  by  art.     Their  teeth  are 
as  white  as  ivory,  and  their  cheeks  have  fomething 
of  the  cherry;  but  from  their  continual  daubings 
it  is  not  eafy   difcerned.     The   men    have  large 
broad   feet;    but  thofe   of  the  women  are  imall 
and  tender.     Neither  the  men  nor  the  women  cut 
the   nails  of  their  fingers  or  toes.     But  what  is 
very  extraordinary,  all  the  Hottentot  women  are 
diftinguifhed   by  having  a  broad  callous  kind  of 
flap  growing  to  their  bellies,  which  feems  intended 
by  nature  to  hide  what  other  nations  are  taught 
moft  carefully  to  conceal  ;  and  fome  of  them  have 
it  fo  large,  that  it  can  hardly  be  covered  by  the 
piece  of  fheeplkin  they  wear  before  them,  it  be-<"/ 
often   feen    below   it.      This  no   Hottentot  con- 
liilers  as  a  deformity  ;  but  through   their  naftinefs 
and  daubings,  it  is  always  in  fuch  a  condition  as 
to  make  an  European  loath  the  fight  of  it :  yet 
for  a  little  tobacco  they  will  fulfer  you  to  handle 
and  examine  it.     Thevenot  in   his  travels,  fays, 
the  Negro,    Egyptian,   and  the  women  of  fome 
other  nations,  are  fubje6t  to  the  like  excrefcence  ; 
but  that  they  flop  the  growth  of  it  very  early  by. 
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fearing  :  this  may  probably  be  done  from  their 
confidering  it  as  a  deformity. 

In  hot  weather  the  men  conftantly  go  without 
any  other  covering  on  their  heads,  than  the  com* 
pofition  of  fat,  foot  and  dirt,  with  which  their 
hair  is  matted  together :  for  they  fay,  that  the  fat 
keeps  their  heads  cool  under  the  lierceft  fun-beams ; 
but  in  the  cold  feafons,  and  in  wet  weather,  they 
wear  caps  made  of  cat  or  lamb  Ikins,  which  they 
tie  on  with  two  firings  ;  but  the  tace  and  fore  part 
of  the  neck  of  the  men  arc  always  uncovered. 
.About  the  man's  neck  hangs  a  little  greafy  bag, 
in  which  he  carries  his  pipe  and  tobacco,  with  a 
little  piece  of  wood  of  a  finger's  length,  burnt  at 
both  ends,  as  an  amulet  againft  witchcraft. 

Their  krofTes,  as  they  term  them,  or  the  man- 
tles they  hang  over  their  flioulders,  are  worn  open 
or  clofed  according  to  the  feafon.  The  kruifes  of 
the  moft  wealthy  are  of  tyger  or  wild  cat  fkins  ! 
and  thofe  of  the  common  people  of  flioep-lkins  : 
in  winter  they  turn  the  hairy  fide  inwards,  and  in 
fummer  turn  it  outwards.  They  lie  upon  them  in 
the  night,  and  when  they  die,  they  are  tied  up 
and  interred  in  them. 

Three  rings  of  ivory  they  generally  wear  upon 
the  left  arm ;  thefe  they  form  from  the  elephant's 
teeth  they  find  in  the  woods,  which  they  cut  info 
rings,  and  finifli  with  fuch  art  and  exa^lnefs  as 
would  furprife  theablelt  turner  in  Europe.  Thefe 
rings,  or  bracelets,  ferve  as  guards  when  they 
fight  againft  an  enemy,  and  when  they  travel, 
they  faften  a  bag  to  them  for  the  conveyance  of 
their  viaticum,  which  they  fix  fo  cleverly  that  it 
is  hardly  any  incumbrance.  Round  their  wailts 
hang  what  they  call  a  kullcrols,  a  fquare  piece  of 
the  fkin  of  a  wild  beaft,  generally  a  wild  cat,  tied 
on  with  the  hairy  fide  outward.  When  they  drive 
their  herds  to  pafture,  they  put  on  a  kind  of  lea- 
ther Itockings  to  fecure   their  legs  from   bemg 
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fcratched  from  briers  and  thorns.  When  they 
are  to  pafs  ovg*  rocks  and  fands^,  they  put  on 
a  kind  of  fandals,  cut  out  of  the  raw  hide  of  an 
ox  or  elephant,  each  confi!!ing  of  only  one  piece 
turning  up  about  half  an  inch  quite  round  the  foot 
with  the  hairy  fide  outward,  and  fattened  on  with 
firings. 

The  women  wear  caps  all  the  year  rounds  made 
of  the  fkins  of  wild  beafts,  that  point  up  fpirally 
from  the  crown  of  the  head.     They  generally  wear 
two   krofTes  round   their  Ihoulders,    which,    like 
thoie  of  the  men,  cover  their  backs,  and  fometimes 
reach  dov/n  to  their  hams.     Between  thefe  krofTes 
theyfaften  a  fucking  child,  if  they  have  one,  with 
the  head  juH  peeping  over  their  Ihouiders.     The 
under  krolfe  ferves  to  prevent  their  bodies  being 
hurt  by  the  children  at  their  backs.     About  their 
neck  is  tied  a  firing  to  which  is  faftened  a  leather 
bag,  which  they  conftantly  wear  from^  morning 
till  night,  both  at  home  and  abroad  ;   it  contains 
Ibme  kind  of  food,  a   pipe,   tobacco,   &c.     The 
girls,  from  their  infancy  to  twelve  years  of  age, 
wear  bulruflies  tied  in  rings  round  their  legs  frorn 
their  knees  down  to  their  ancles.     Thefe  bulrufli 
rings  are  then  laid  alide,  and  their  place  is  fupplied 
with  rings  of  the  thicknefs  of  a  little  finger  made 
of  flips  of  fheep  or  calf-lkins,  from  which  the  hair 
is  finged  ;  for  the  Hottentot  flieep  have  nothing 
like  wool.     Some  of  the  women  have  above  an 
hundred  of  thefe  rings  upon  each  leg  fo  curioufly 
joined,  and  fo  nicely  fitted  to  the  leg,  and  to  each 
other,  that  they  feem  like  curious  pieces  of  turne- 
ry.    They  are  fmooth  and  as  hard  as  wood,  and 
make  a  clattering  noife  in  dancing.     Thefe  ring^ 
are  kept  from  flipping  over  their  heels  by  wrap- 
pers of  leather  or  rufiies  about  their  ancles  ;  and 
as  the  women  are  obliged  everyday  to  walk  through 
huihes  and  brambles  to  gather  roots  and  othej? 
things  for  food,  they  preferve  their  legs  from  be? 


THE  CAPE   OF   GOOD    HOPE.  i^ 

ing  torn  by  the  thorns  and  briers.  Thefe  rings 
are  one  great  diftin6tion  of  their  fex,  and  are  con- 
iidered  as  very  ornamental ;  for  the  more  rings 
they  wear  the  finer  they  are  reckoned  :  but  this  is 
not  all,  they  are  provilions  againft  an  hour  of  hun- 
ger and  great  fcarcity  ;  for  when  that  arrives^  they 
pull  them  off  and  eat  them. 

But  the  principal  part  of  the  finery  of  both 
fexes  among  the  Hottentots  are  brafs  buttons,  and 
plates  of  the  fame  metal,  which  they  buy  of  the 
Dutch,  and  then  polifli  to  an  amazing  luftre  ; 
thefe  dangle  in  the  men's  hair.  They  are  alfo  ex- 
tremely fond  of  bits  of  looking-glafs,  which  they 
likewife  fix  in  their  hair,  and  confider  as  very 
fplendid  ornaments.  Diamonds  are  not  more  ad- 
mired in  Europe,  than  thefe  trinkets  in  the  Hot- 
tentot nations.  They  wear  fmall  ear-rings  made 
of  brafs  wire,  which  they  always  polifli  very  neat- 
ly, and  to  thefe  rings  the  moft  wealthy  and  emi- 
nent hang  bits  of  mother  of  pearl,  to  which  they 
have  the  art  of  giving  a  curious  fliape  and  polifli, 
Thefe  are  advantages  in  point  of  ornament,  of 
which  they  are  extremely  proud  ;  for  they  imagine 
they  draw  upon  them  the  admiration  of  all  who 
behold  them. 

To  their  commerce  with  the  Europeans  they 
owe  likewife  fevcral  other  ornaments  for  the  body, 
as  brafs  and  glafs  beads,  of  which  they  are  extras 
vagantly  fond.  Hardly  a  Hottentot  of  either  fex 
can  be  met  with,  who  is  not  adorned  with  fome  of 
them.  But  the  preference  is  univerfaily  given  to 
beads  of  brafs,  becaufe  they  are  not  fo  liable  to 
break  as  thofe  of  glafs.  They  wear  them  in  neck- 
laces, bracelets,  and  girdles  ;  of  which  every  one 
has  more  or  lefs  according  to  his  ability.  They 
chufe  the  fmalleft  beads  they  can  meet  with  for 
the  neck  and  arms.  The  large  ones  they  wear 
about  their  waifts.  Some  wear  half  a  dozen  neck- 
lace* together,  and  others  more,  fo  large  that  they 
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fall  very  gracefully  to  their  navels.  They  lik6- 
\vife  cover  their^jerms  with  bracelets  from  their  el* 
bov  3  to  their  wrifts,  and  wear  half  a  dozen  or 
more  firings  of  beads  about  their  wrifts,  which 
are  the  largeft  they  can  get,  and  ftained  of  various 
colours.  For  thefe  ornaments  the  Hottentots 
part  with  their  cattle  very  freely.  If  they  ferve 
the  Europeans,  they  always  ftipulate  for  fome  ear- 
rings, if  they  are  not  already  provided,  and  when- 
ever one  or  them  ferves  an  European,  though  it 
be  but  tor  a  week  or  a  day,  he  hardly  ever  fails  in 
the  bargain  to  article  for  beads. 

It  is  an  invariable  cuftom  among  the  men  to 
wear  the  bladders  of  the  wild  beafts  they  have  (lain, 
blown  up  and  fattened  to  their  hair,  where  they 
hang  as  honourable  trophies  of  their  prowefs. 

But  with  all  this  finery  the  men  do  not  reckon 
therqieives  completely  drefled,  unlefs  their  hair  be 
alio  iaviihly  powdered  with  a  pulverized  herb  call« 
ed  buchu  :  and  this  being  done,  they  are  beaus 
and  grandees,  and  appear  in  their  utmoft  magni- 
ficence. An  the  hair  of  the  women  is  conftantly 
hid  under  their  caps,  they  lay  this  powder  as  thick 
as  they  can  upon  their  foreheads,  where  being 
rubbed  into  the  greafe,  itfticksvery  firmly.  The 
women  alfo  paint  their  faces  with  a  red  earth, 
with  which  they  make  a  fpot  over  each  eye,  one 
upon  the  nofe,  one  upon  each  cheek,  and  one 
upon  the  chin.  Thefe  red  fpots  they  confider  as 
ftriking  beauties,  and  therefore  this  is  their  con- 
itant  practice,  when  they  are  called  to  mirthful 
aiiemblies,  or  intend  to  make  a  conqueft  ;  but 
whatever  the  Hottentot  men  may  think  of  a  wo- 
man thus  painted,  they  appear  frightful  to  an  Eu- 
ropean. 

Having  given  an  account  of  the  perfons  and 
drelfes  of  the  Hottentots  in  general,  we  (hall  take 
a  view  of  the  feveral  nations  into  which  they  are 
divided,  and  of  their  government  and  laws.    The 
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:firll  of  thefe  is  the  Gunjeman  nation,  who  fold 
their  territories  to  the  Dutch  ;  with  whom  they 
iliil  dwell  promifcuoufly,  but  hold  only  a  fmall 
part  of  their  ancient  poffeffions. 

Bordering  on  thefe,  to  the  northward^  is  the 
Kochaqua  nation,  in  whofe  territories  are  fpacious 
meadow  lands,  held  by  fuch  Europeans  as  are  par- 
ticularly employed  in  fupplying  the  company's 
Ihips  with  provifions ;  and  here  are  feveral  fine 
fait' pits,  which  belong  to  the  Dutch.  The  Koch- 
aquas  ftill  polTefs  moft  of  the  land,  and,  like  other 
Hottentot  nations,  remove  with  their  cots  and  cat- 
tle from  one  part  of  their  territories  to  another, 
for  the  convenience  of  pafturage.  When  the  grafs 
is  too  old  and  rank  they  burn  it  to  the  ground, 
and,  leaving  the  place,  return  by  the  time  it  grows 
up  again,  which  is  very  fpeedily  ;  for  the  allies  of 
the  grafs  enrich  the  foil,  which  is  ufually  in  no 
want  ofrefrelhing  rains.  By  this  praftice  of  burn- 
ing the  grafs,  which  grows  thick  and  high,  the 
country  is  fometimes  feen  in  a  blaze  for  feveral 
miles  round.  In  this  the  Hottentots  are  imitated 
by  the  Europeans  at  the  Cape,  only  the  latter 
make  ditches  round  tlie  grafs  they  would  burn,  to 
flop  the  progrefs  of  the  flames  ;  but  the  Hotten- 
tots do  not  give  themfelves  fo  much  trouble. 

To  the  northward  of  theKochaquas  are  the  SuC- 
faquas,  or  Saffiquas,  fituated  at  fome  diftance  from 
Saldhana  bay.  They  were  a  numerous  people, 
and  had  much  cattle,  till  they  were  plundered  and 
difperfed  by  the  Dutch  freebooters,  who  in  the  in- 
fancy of  the  fettlement  ravaged  feveral  Hottentot 
nations.  This  territory  being  thinly  peopled,  has 
but  few  villages  ;  and  indeed  there  is  little  fpring- 
water  in  all  the  country.  It  is  mountainous,  but 
affords  plenty  of  grafs,  not  only  in  tiie  valleys, 
but  on  the  tops  of  the  mountains  ;  both  which 
are  adorned  with  the  gayeft  flowers,  and  the  moft 
gdoriferous  herbs. 

VOL.    IV.  C 
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Adjoining  to  the  laft  are  the  Udiquasor  Odfquas. 
Thefe  two  nati^is  formerly  entered  into  a  perpe- 
tual confederacy  againft  their  neighbours  the  Chi- 
rigriquas,  with  whom  they  have  had  many  long 
and  bloody  wars  ;  but  by  the  mediation  of  the 
•Dutch  they  have  been  reconciled. 

The  Chirigriquas,  who  are  next,  extend  along 
by  the  Bay  of  St  Helen's,  and  are  a  numerous  peo- 
ple, remarkable  for  their  ftrength  of  body,  and 
dexterity  in  throwing  the  haflagaye.  The  foil  of 
the  country  is  much  better  than  that  polTelTed  by 
the  two  laft  nations.  It  is  famous  for  the  Elephant 
river  running  through  it;,  thus  named  from  the 
number  of  thofe  animals  near  its  banks.  This 
territory  is  covered  with  mountains,  which,  like 
moft  others  in  the  Hottentot  countries,  have  fine 
meadows  on  their  fummits  :  the  valleys  have  the 
richeft  foil,  and  are  adorned  with  a  variety  of  flow- 
ers of  uncommon  beauty,  but  abound  with  fnakes. 
In  this  territory  is  alfo  a  large  wood  of  thick  and 
tall  trees,  none  of  which  I  have  ever  feen  or  heard 
of  except  in  thefe  countries.  It  is  inhabited  by 
lions,  tygers,  leopards,  wolves,  and  other  raven- 
ous beafts,  which  render  it  dangerous  to  pals 
through  it.  It  is  divided  by  feveral  roads,  over 
which  the  branches  of  trees  meeting  at  the  top 
make  the  ways  gloomy  in  the  brighteft  day,  and 
in  fome  places  fo  dark,  that  it  feemed  as  if  we  were 
travelling  through  a  cavern. 

We  now  come  to  the  two  countries  called  the 
greater  and  lefler  Namaqua.  ThelefTer  isfituated 
on  thecoaft,  and  the  greater  is  the  next  nation  to 
the  eastward  :  but  though  thefe  nations  bear  the 
fame  name,  they  differ  in  their  form  of  govern-^ 
ment  and  manner  of  living.  Botii,  however,  are 
much  refpecied  by  the  other  Hottentot  nations, 
on  account  of  their  ftrength,  bravery,  and  difcre- 
tion.  They  are  able  to  take  the  field  with  20,000 
men.    Both  thefe  teri"itories  are  full  of  mountains 
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that  are  bare  of  grafs,  the  foil  being  ftony  and 
fandy  :  befides,  there  is  little  wood,  and  only  one 
fpring  in  all  the  country  ;  but  the  Elephant  river 
running  through  it,  fupplies  the  inhabitants  with 
water.  Here  numbers  of  wild  beafts  are  found, 
and  alfo  a  fort  of  deer  fpotted  with  white  and  yel- 
low. Thefe  are  fmaller  than  the  deer  of  Europe, 
but  exceeding  fwift :  they  always  keep  together  by 
hundreds,  and  fome^times  there  are  a  thoufand  in 
a  company.  The  venifon  is  generally  fat  and  de- 
licate. 

North  of  Namaqua  is  Attaqua,  which  has  a  ve- 
ry indiiferent  foil,  and  is  but  ill  provided  with 
water.  For  this  realbn  the  inhabitants  live  in 
fmall  troops  on  the  moft  fertile  fpots.  They  have 
generally  no  more  cattle  than,  with  the  game  they 
catch,  is  necelFary  for  their  fupport :  but  yet  they 
are  as  brave,  contented,  and  lively,  as  if  they  en- 
joyed the  moft  flourifhing  country.  They  live  in 
great  tranquillity,  and  are  feldom  at  war  with 
their  neighbours.  When  they  arc  in  danger  of  an 
invafion,  they,  like  the  Swifs,  haften  to  the  tops 
of  their  highefl:  mountains,  where  they  make  fires 
that  call  up  a  great  fmoak  by  day,  and  a  clear 
flame  by  night.  Upon  this  fignalall  who  are  able 
refort  fpeedily  with  their  arms  to  a  conftant  place 
of  rendezvous,  and  a  numerous  army  is  immedi- 
ately a  lie  m  bled. 

To  return  to  the  Gunjemans,  where  we  began. 
To  the  fouthward  of  them  are  the  Koopmans, 
whofe  territory  extends  far  to  the  eaft ward.  Many 
Europeans  are  fettled  here,  and  enjoy  large  and 
rich  trafts  of  land  ;  this  being  a  fruitful  country, 
well  watered,  and  abounding  with  woods. 

Bordering  on  the  Gunjemans  are  alfo  the  Hefla- 
quas,  who  are  perhaps  the  richeft  of  any  of  the 
Hottentot  nations.  Their  paftures  are  covered 
■with  droves  of  horned  cattle  and  flocks  of  fheep. 
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Their  oxen  for  carriages  exceed  all  others  for 
ftrength  and  beauty.  They  traffic  with  the  Euro- 
peans for  branny,  tobacco  and  beads,  more  per- 
haps than  any  of  their  neighbours,  and  are  confe- 
quently  more  luxurious  and  effeminate.  The 
kraals,  as  they  are  called,  or  villages  of  the  Hel- 
fequas  are  larger,  more  numerous,  and  better  peo- 
pled than  thofe  of  any  other  Hottentot  nation. 
The  country  abounds  with  game,  and  furnilhes 
more  of  the  accommodations  and  luxuries  of  life 
than  any  other  of  thefe  territories.  The  inhabi- 
tants, who  have  their  fortunes  to  make,  enter  into 
the  fervice  of  the  Europeans,  and  lay  out  their 
wages  in  the  purchafe  of  cattle,  with  which  they 
fet  up  for  themfelves. 

Bordering  on  the  Koopmans  to  the  call  ward  are 
the  Sanquas,  a  lively,  daring  people,  very  dexter- 
ous in  the  management  of  their  arms.  This  pro- 
ficiency and  martial  genius  they  owe  to  their  living 
in  a  mountainous  rocky  country,  that  affords  but 
little  fubfiftance  for  man  or  beaft,  and  therefore 
obliges  them  mollly  to  become  a  kind  of  mercena- 
ries to  the  other  Hottentot  nations  in  their  wars, 
ferving  barely  for  food  from  day  to  day.  The 
bai'rennefs  of  their  land  alfo  renders  them  dexte- 
rous in  the  chace:  they  purfue  all  the  game  they 
difcover,  and  it  rarely  efcapes  them.  Hence  they 
are  not  numerous  ;  a  few  fmall  kraals  or  villages 
contain  them  all.  They  have  fo  few  cattle,  that 
they  kill  none  when  any  other  provifipn  is  to  be 
had,  except  on  certain  folemn  occafions  :  however, 
roots  and  herbs  for  food  are  here  and  there  found 
in  plenty  ;  with  woods  that  ferve  for  firing  to  keep 
off  the  wild  beafts  from  their  kraals.  The  Son- 
quasare  very  expert  in  robbing  the  bees  of  the  ho- 
ney they  lay  up  in  hollow  trees,  though  they  are 
not  fond  of  it  themfelves  ;  hut  they  exchange  it 
with  the  Dutch  for  knives^  and  other  implements 
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©f  iron  and  brafs,  and  for  brandy,  tobacco,  and 
pipes.  They  put  it  into  rough  leathern  facks,  and 
give  a  fackful  for  a  very  trifle. 

Next  to  thefe  people  dwelt  the  Dunquas,  who 
polTefs  a  fruitful  country,  well  watered,  feveral 
fine  rivulets  paffing  through  it  into  Palmit  River. 
Both  the  hills  and  plains  are  covered  with  plenty 
of  grafs,  herbs  and  flowers :  cattle  and  game  there- 
fore abound  in  all  parts  of  this  territory. 

Next  are  the  nation  of  the  Damaquas,  who 
inhabit  a  tra6l  of  land  as  fine  and  fertile  as  the 
former,  and  much  more  level.  It  produces  water 
melons  and  wild  hemp,  and  abounds  with  cattle 
and  game :  but  there  is  fuch  a  fcarcity  of  wood, 
that  the  inhabitants  are  hard  put  to  it  for  fuel 
to  drefs  their  provifions.  There  are  alfo  feveral 
ialt-pits;  but,  being  at  a  conliderable  diflance 
from  any  European  fettlement,  no  ufe  is  made 
of  them;  for  the  Hottentots  eat  no  fait.  The 
Palmit  River  runs  through  the  country  with 
many  turnings  and  windings,  and  the  inhabitants 
pafs  it  in  canoes,  and  on  floats  of  timber.  The 
Damaquas  being  great  lovers  of  the  flefli  of  fuch 
wild  beads  as  are  fit  for  food,  they  are  often 
engaged  in  the  chace,  and  are  plentifully  provided 
with  furs  for  their  apparel. 

Next  to  this  nation  are  the  Gauroes,  a  nume- 
rous people,  who  inhabit  a  fmall  country ;  but 
the  foil  is  every  where  fo  rich  and  fertile,  and 
fo  well  provided  with  wood  and  water,  that  they 
all  live  in  eafe  and  plenty.  The  paftures  are  covered 
with  cattle,  and  the  territory  fwarms  with  wild 
beafts  of  every  kind,  more  than  any  other  about 
the  Cape  ;  in  which  the  inhabitants  glory,  as  it 
calls  lor  the  frequent  exercife  of  their  courage  and 
dexterity,  which  they  are  fond  of  flicwing,  mofl:  of 
them  wearing  the  fl^ins  of  lions,  tygers,  wild  cats^ 
and  other  animals,  as  trophies  of  their  valour. 
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To  the  north-eaft  of  thefe  people  on  the  coaft, 
dwell  the  Houteniquas,  in  whofe  territories  are  fe- 
veral  woods  of  liately  trees,  and  between  them 
fine  meadows  adorned  with-wholefome  herbs,  and 
a  variety  of  the  moil  beautiful  and  fragrant 
flowers. 

Bordering  on  thefe  are  the  Chamtouers,  who 
poITefs  a  fine  fiat  country,  in  which  are  many  little 
woods  that  confift  of  the  talleft  trees  in  all  the 
country  of  the  Hottentots.  Here  is  great  plenty 
of  game,  with  all  forts  of  wild  and  ravenous 
beafts.  The  land  is  divided  by  feveral  confider* 
able  ilreams,  that  contain  manydifi^erent  kinds  of 
wholefome  and  very  delicate  river  filh,  and  fome- 
times  fea  fifh  ;  particularly  the  fea-cow  often  ap- 
pears in  thefe  channels.  It  is  faid  that  neither 
elephants  nor  buffaloes  are  to  be  found  in  the 
woods,  though  tliofe  in  every  other  Hottentot 
country  abound  with  them  :  the  inhabitants  per- 
haps kill  them,  or  chafe  them  out  of  the  country 
as  faft  as  they  appear. 

To  the  north-eaft  of  this  territory  is  iituated  the 
nation  of  the  Heykoms,  who  are  pofiefi^ed  of  a 
mountainous  tradt  of  land,  unprovided  with  frelh 
water,  and  only  fertile  in  the  valleys  ;  yet  it  is 
pretty  well  flocked  with  cattle  of  every  fort,  which 
thrive  upon  the  brackifli  water  of  the  rivers,  and 
the  reeds  on  their  banks.  The  country  alfo  abounds 
with  game  and  wild  beafts  of  every  kind  feen  about 
the  Cape  :  but  the  people  are  put  to  great  difficul- 
ties to  procure  frcfh  water. 

We  are  now  come  as  far  as  the  Terra  du  Natal, 
inhabited  by  the  Caffres,  who  are  a  difi'erent  people 
from  the  Hottentots  ;  for  they  do  not  anoint  or 
greafe  their  bodies,  They  have  a  different  language, 
and  dwell  in  fquare  plaftered  houfes,  a  fort  of 
building  not  feen  among  the  Hottentots.  They 
fow  a   fort  of  Turkey  corn,    and  brew  with  it. ; 
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but  the  Hottentots  neither  fow  nor  brew.  They 
traffic  with  vefTels  that  come  from  the  Red  Sea,  and 
bring  manufa6lures  of  lilk,  for  which  they  give  • 
elephants  teeth.  Thefe  manufactures  the  CafFres 
exchange  with  fuch  European  vefTels  as  touch  at 
Du  Natal  fometimes,  for  anchors,  cordage,  and 
tar ;  which  they  again  barter  with  the  rovers  of 
the  Red  Sea.  The  lilk  they  difpofe  of  to  the  Mo- 
nomotapas,  and  they  alfo  trade  with  the  Portu- 
guefe  of  Mofambique. 

Each  of  thefe  nations  has  a  chief,  whofe  office 
it  is  to  command  the  army,  and  without  whofe 
confent,  they  neither  make  peace  nor  war.  His 
office  is  hereditary  ;  but  he  is  not  permitted  to 
enter  upon  it,  till  he  has  folemnly  engaged  in  a 
national  aflembly  not  to  attempt  the  fubverfion  of 
the  old  form  of  government.  He  was  antiently  dif- 
tinguilhed  only  by  the  beauty  of  the  ikins  of  which 
his  kroffes  were  compofed  :  but  the  Dutch,  foon 
after  their  eftablifhment  at  the  Cape,  made  a  pre- 
fent  of  a  brafs  crown  to  the  chief  of  every  nation 
in  alliance  with  them,  which  they  wear  upon  folemn 
occafions.  However,  in  time  of  peace  the  chief 
has  little  elfe  to  do  but  to  govern  the  kraal  or  vil- 
lage where  he  refides. 

The  captain  of  a  kraal  preferves  the  peace,  and 
adminifters  juftice  ;  and  in  time  of  war  has,  under 
the  chief  of  the  nation,  the  command  of  the  troops 
furnifhed  by  his  kraal.  His  office  is  alfo  hereditary, 
though  he  cannot  execute  it  till  he  has  folemn- 
ly engaged  before  the  people  not  to  alteror  deviate 
from  the  ancient  laws,  and  cuftoms  of  the  kraal. 
Thefe  kraal  captains  were  likewife  antientiy  dif- 
tinguiffied  only  by  the  finenefs  of  the  ikins  they 
wore,  which  were  thofe  of  tygcrs,  or  of  wild  cats: 
but  all  of  them  have  now  a  cane  with  a  brafs  head, 
given  them  by  the  Dutch,  which  dcfcends  along 
with  the  office.  But  neither  the  chiefs  of  the  na- 
tions, nor  thefe  captains  have  any  revenue  from 
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the  public,  or  any  perquilite  attending  the  exe- 
cution of  their  office. 

The  captain  (^  a  kraal  decides  all  difputes  of 
right  and  property,  and  tries  and  punifhes  for 
murder,  theft,  adultery,  and  other  crimes  com- 
mitted within  his  iurifdi6tion,  bemgaffifted  by  all 
the  men  of  the  kraal;  and  from  his  fentence  there 
lies  no  appeal:  but  ftate  criminals  are  tried  by  a 
chief,  affilted  by  all  the  captains  of  kraals. 

Whenever  a  difpute  about  property  arifes,  the 
captain  fummonfesailthemen  of  the  kraal  into  the 
open  field  who  fquat  down  in  a  circle.  The  plain- 
tifFand  defendant  plead  their  own  caufes,  and  the 
witneiles  on  both  fides  are  heard.  Thedepofitions 
being  finiflied,  the  captain,  after  fome  debate, 
colleds  the  voices,  and  immediately  pronounces 
the  decree  according  to  the  majority  ;  when  full 
and  quiet  poIFeifion  is  inftantly  fecured  to  the  party 
in  whofe  tavour  the  decree  paffes. 

The  criminal  matters  which  employ  the  kraal 
courts  are  murder,  adultery,  and  robbery  :  for 
adultery  is  punilhed  with  death.  When  a  Hotten- 
tot is  knov/n  or  fufpeded  to  have  commited  any  of 
thefe  crimes,  notice  is  given  to  all  the  men  of  the 
kraal  to  which  he  belongs  ;  who  confideringthem- 
felves  as  officers  of  juftice,  look  out  fliarply  in  order 
to  feize  the  fufpefted  party;  and  it  is  in  vain  for  him 
to  think  of  finding  fan^tuary  in  any  other  Hot- 
tentot nation,  for  he  would  be  taken  up  as  a  fugi- 
tive or  a  fpy.  The  criminal  being  apprehended, 
he  is  fecured  till  the  men  of  the  kraal  can  aliemble, 
which  is  done  the  very  day  he  is  brought  back  to 
the  kraal.  The  court  fitting  fquat  upon  their  hams 
in  a  circle,  the  prifoner  is  placed  in  the  middle  ; 
becaufe  the  Hottentots  fay,  that  in  an  affiiir  in 
which  a  man's  life  is  at  a  flake,  he  ought  to  have 
the  befl:  fituation  for  hearing  and  being  heard. 
The  prifoner  being  in  this  place,  the  charge  againft 
him  is  pronounced  by  the  profecutor;,  and  the 
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profecutor's  witnefiTes  give  their  evidence.  Next 
the  priibner  makes  his  defence,  caihng  his  own. 
witnefTes  who  are  heard  with  the  greateft  indul- 
gence. Then  the  captain,  after  fome  debates  on 
the  evidence,  collects  the  voices,  a  majority  of 
which  acquits  or  condemns  hhn.  If  he  is  acquitted 
the  court  affigns  him  damages  out  of  the  profecu- 
tor's cattle.  If  he  is  convided  and  judged  worthy  of 
death,  fentence  is  immediately  pronounced  :  the 
court  rifes,  while  the  prifoner  llirs  not  a  limb  :  for 
a  minute  or  two  all  is  filent;  when  fuddenly  the 
captain  flies  at  the  prifoner,  and  with  one  blow 
on  the  head  with  his  {i:ick  lays  him  fprawling  on 
the  ground.  This  is  followed  by  all  the  reft,  who 
ruih  forwards,  and  Itriking  him  with  all  their 
might,  he  in  a  moment  expires.  They  then  bend- 
ing the  corj)fe  neck  and  heels,  wrap  it  up  in  his 
krolfe,  and  bury  it  with  every  thing  they  find 
about  it,  except  iiis  ear-rings,  and  other  ornaments 
o(  copper  or  brafs,  which  are  given  to  his  family 
or  his  heir,  who  fuiTers  nothing  either  in  name, 
privilege,  or  property.  His  family,  relations,  and 
friends  are  treated  with  the  fame  refpe6l  as  before: 
and  every  thing  proceeds  as  if  no  fuch  misfortune 
had  happened.  Even  the  memory  of  the  criminal  is 
fo  far  from  being  infulted,  that  his  corpfe  is  interr- 
ed with  the  fame  ceremonies,  and  as  much  pomp 
as  is  (hewn  at  the  funerals  of  the  richeft  and  mofc 
virtuous  among  them. 

All  the  riches  of  the  Hottentots  dcfcend  to 
the  eldeft  fon,  or,  when  a  fon  is  wanting,  to 
the  next  male  relation  ;  and  the  youngeft  fonfj 
of  a  Hottentot,  v;ho  arc  at  home  and  unprovided 
for  at  the  death  of  their  father,  are  at  the  courtcly 
of  the  cidcfr,  both  witii  ref[)e(5t  to  their  fortune 
-and  their  liberty.  Marriage  with  firft  and  fccond 
roufins  is  forbidden,  and  punifhed  by  being  cud- 
gelled to  death  :  but  yet  a  Hottentot  may  have 
as  mfjny   wives  as  lie  can  maintain,  though  the 
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richeR  feldom  exceed  three.  A  man  may  be'  di-» 
vorced  from  h]s  wife,  and  a  women  from  her 
hiilbandj  upon  fhewing  fiich  caufe  as  Ihall  be 
fatisfa^tory  to  the  men  of  the  kraal.  But  one 
of  the  moft  extraordinary  of  their  laws  is,  that 
a  widow,  for  every  huiband  flie  marries  after  the  " 
firft,  is  obliged  to  cut  off  a  joint  of  a  finger, 
which  Ihe  prefents  to  her  huiband  on  the  wedding- 
day,  beginning  at  one  of  the  little  fingers. 

The  Hottentots  have  no  lawyers  ;  and  the  only 
public  officers,  befides  thofe  already  mentioned, 
are  the  phyfician  and  the  prieft.  In  every  kraal 
there  is  a  phyfician,  and  the  large  ones  have  two, 
who  have  fome  fkill  in  botany,  furgery,  and  medi- 
cine. They  are  chofen  out  of  the  fages  of  each 
kraal,  and  appointed  to  watch  over  the  health 
of  the  inhabitants.  This  they  perform  without 
fee  or  reward,  the  honour  of  the  employment 
being  judged  a  fufficient  recompence  for  their 
trouble.  They  fuffer  none  to  fee  them  gather 
and  prepare  their  remedies,  for  all  their  prepara- 
tions are  kept  a  profound  fecret;  and  if  a  patient 
dies  under  their  hands,  they  conftantly  aiTert  that 
all  their  medicines  were  rendered  ineffedual  by 
witchcraft 

The  prieft  is,  at  the  Cape,  inferior  to  the  phy- 
fician. His  office  is  alfo  ele6live ;  but  he  is  neither 
to  pray  for  the  people,  nor  to  inftru6l  them  in 
religious  matters.  He  prefidesat  their  offerings, 
and  has  the  ordering  of  all  ceremonies. 

As  the  chief  of  a  Hottentot  nation  prefides 
over  the  captains  of  the  kraals,  fo  the  Hottentots 
call  the  Supreme  Being  the  Great  or  Supreme 
Captain,  whom  they  believe  to  be  the  Creator  of 
a!]  things,  and  the  Governor  of  the  world,  and 
that  he  is  endowed  with  unfearchable  perfedions. 
They  commonly  call  him  Gounja  Gounja,  or 
Gounja  Tiquoa,  the  God  of  all  Gods  ;  and  fay 
that  he  is  a  good  man,  who  does  nobody  any 
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hurt ;  and  that  he  dwells  far  above  the  moon  : 
but  it  does  not  appear  that  they  addrefs  any  a6t  of 
devotion  immediately  to  the  Supreme  God.  Their 
adorations  are  paid  to  what  they  call  inferior 
Deities,  dependant  upon  him  :  for  the  moft  fen- 
fible  of  them,  when  they  are  in  the  humour  to 
anfwer  the  queftions  afked  them  on  this  fubje6t, 
fay.  Their  firft  parents  fo  grievoufly  offended  the 
God  of  Gods,  that  he  curfed  them  with  hardnefs 
of  heart ;  therefore  they  know  little  of  him,  and 
have  ftill  lefs  inclination  to  ferve  liim. 

The  moon  with  them  is  an  inferior  vifible  God. 
They  call  this  planet  Goimja,  or  God,  and  fay  that 
he  is  the  fubjeft  and  reprefentative  of  the  High 
and  Invifible.  They  aiFemble  for  the  celebration 
of  its  worfhip  at  the  change  and  full,  and  no  in- 
clemency of  the  weather  prevents  them :  they 
then  throw  their  bodies  into  a  thoufand  different 
poftures,  fcream,  proftrate  themfelves  upon  the 
ground,  fuddcnly  jump  up,  ftamp  like  mad  crea- 
tures, and  cry  aloud,  "I  fahite  thee;  thou  art 
welcome:  grant  us  fodder  for  our  cattle,  and 
milk,  in  abundance."  Thefe,  and  other  addrelles 
to  the  moon,  they  repeat  over  and  over,  fniging 
Ho,  ho,  ho,  many  times  over,  with  a  variation  of 
notes,  accompanied  with  clapping  of  hands.  Thus 
in  lliouting,  fcrcaming,  fmging,  jumping,  ftamp- 
ing,  dancing,  and  proft ration,  they  fpend  the 
whole  night  in  worlhipping  this  planet,  which 
they  confider  as  the  diftributor  of  the  weather. 

They  likcwife  adore  as  a  benign  Deity  a  certain 
infcdt,  faid  to  be  peculiar  to  the  Hottentot  coun- 
tries. It  is  of  the  fize  of  a  child's  little  finger; 
the  back  is  green,  and  the  belly  fpeckled  with  red 
and  white ;  it  has  two  wings,  and  on  its  head  are 
two  horns.  Whenever  this  infect  appears  in  light, 
they  pay  it  the  highelt  tokens  of  veneration  ;  and 
if  it  honours  a  kraal  with  a  vifit,  the  inhabitants 
fjirenibleabQut  it  in  tranfports  of  devotion.    TUcy 
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fing  and  dance  round  it,  troop  after  troop,  in  the 
higheil  rapturf^^,  throwing  to  it  the  powder  of 
buchii,  with  which  they  cover  the  area  or  the 
kraal,  and  the  top  of  the  cots.  They  Jikewile  kill 
two  fat  Iheep  as  a  thank-ofiering  for  this  high  ho- 
nour, and  fancy  all  their  paft  offences  are  buried 
in  oblivion.  If  this  infe<5i:  happens  to  alight  upon 
a  Hottentot,  he  is  looked  upon  as  man  without 
guilt,  and  ever  after  revered  as  a  laint.  Tiie 
fatteft  ox  is  immediately  killed  for  a  thank  offer- 
ing, and  is  eaten  in  honour  of  the  deity  and  the 
faint,  who  fcalls  alone  on  the  entrails,  which  are 
boiled,  while  the  men  devour  the  meatdreired  the 
fame  way,  and  the  women  are  regaled  only  with 
the  broth.  He  is  obliged  to  be  very  careful  of 
the  fat,  and  to  anoint  his  body  and  apparel  with 
that  alone,  while  any  of  it  remains.  But  the 
moil  extraordinary  part  of  the  ceremony  is,  that 
the  caul  well  powdered  with  buchu,  and  twiflcd 
like  a  rope,  is  put  in  the  manner  of  a  collar  about 
his  neck,  and  he  is  obliged  to  wear  it  day  and 
night  till  it  rots  oW,  or  till  the  infeft,  at  another 
vifit,  alight  on  another  inhabitant  of  the  kraal, 
"when  he  is  at  liberty  to  remove  it.  The  cafe  is 
the  fame  if  the  infe6t  fettles  upon  a  woman;  Ihe 
commences  faint  with  the  fame  ceremonies,  only 
here  the  woman  feail  upon  the  meat,  while  the 
men  are  only  regaled  with  the  broth. 

The  Hottentots  will  run  every  hazard  to  procure 
the  fafety  of  this  animal.  A  Geiman,  who  had 
a  country  feat  about  fix  miles  from  the  fort,  hav- 
ing given  leave  to  fome  Hottentots  to  turn  their 
cattle  for  a  while  upon  his  land  there,  they 
removed  to  the  place  with  their  kraal.  A  fon  of 
this  German  was  amuling  himfelf  in  this  kraal, 
when  the  deified  infc61:  appeared.  The  Hottentots 
flew  tunjultuoully  to  adore  it,  while  the  young 
gentleman  went  to  catch  it,  in  order  to  Ice  the 
effects  fuch  a  capture  would  produce.     He  feized 
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it  in  the  midft  of  them:  but  how  great  was  the 
general  cry  and  agony  when  they  faw  it  in  his 
hand!  They  Itared  at  him^  and  at  each  other, 
with  looks  of  diftraclion.  "  See,  fee,  cried  they  ; 
*'  What  is  he  going  to  do?  Will  he  kill  it? 
*'  Will  he  kill  it  ?"  Mean  while  every  limb  fliook 
with  fear.  He  afked  them  why  they  were  in  fuch 
agonies  for  that  paltry  infe6t,  "  Ah,  Sir,  (they 
**  replied  with  the  utmoft  concern)  'tis  a  Divini- 
''  ty.  'Tis  come  from  heaven  :  'tis  come  on  a  good 
*'  defign.  Ah!  do  not  hurt  it;  do  not  oifend 
*'  it.  We  IhLill  be  the  moft  miferable  wretches 
*'  upon  earth  if  you  do.  This  ground  will  lie 
*'  under  a  curfe,  and  the  crime  will  never  be  for- 
*'  given."  He  appeared  unmoved  by  their  peti- 
tions, but  feerned  as  if  he  intended  to  maim  or 
deftroy  it.  On  which  they  ftarted,  and  ran  about 
like  people  frantic,  afking  where  was  his  con- 
fciencc?  and  how  he  dared  to  think  of  perpetrat- 
ing a  crime  that  would  bring  upon  his  head  all 
the  curfes  and  thunders  ol  heaven?  But  this 
not  prevailing,  they  all  fell  proitrate  on  the 
ground,  and  with  ftreaming  eyes  and  the  ioudcft 
cries,  befought  him  to  f})are  the  creature,' and 
give  it  liberty.  The  young  man  now  yielded,  and 
let  theinfeft  fly,  on  which  they  capered  and  Ihout- 
ed  in  a  tranfport  of  joy,  and  running  after  it, 
rendered  it  the  cuftomary  honours. 

The  Hottentots  alfo  pay  a  religious  veneration 
to  theirdeceaicd  faints  and  men  of  renown,  whom 
they  honour,  not  with  tombs,  Itatues  or  infcrip- 
tions,  but  confecrate  woods,  mountains,  iieids 
and  rivers,  to  their  memory.  On  palling  by  one 
of  thefe  places,  they  ftop  to  contemplate  the 
virtues  of  the  deccafcd,  to  whole  niemoi'y  it  was 
dedicated,  and  to  implore  his  prote(5tiv)n  for  them 
and  their  cattle.  Mean  while  they  Hand  with 
their  heads  muffled  uj)  in  their  krofles  or  mantles  ; 
and  fometimcs  they  alfo  dance  round  Ihcii^'  places, 
finging  and  clapping  their  hands. 
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The  Hottentots  likewife  worfhip  an  evil  deity, 
■uhom  they  con4der  as  the  father  of  mifchief;  the 
foLirce  of  ail  their  afiii6tioriSj  and  the  infl:ru6tor  of 
the  wicked  Hottentots  in  the  curfedarts  of  witch- 
craft, by  which  they  believe  that  innumerable  mif- 
chicfs  are  done  to  the  perfons  and  cattle  of  thofe 
who  are  good.  They  call  him  Touquoa,  and  fay 
he  is  a  iitie  crabbed  inferior  captain,  whofe  malice 
will  feldom  let  him  reft,  and  therefore  they  v.- or- 
ihip  him  in  order  to  avert  it,  and  wheedle  hinx  by 
the  olFering  of  an  ox  or  a  llieep. 

The  Hottentots  believe  that  the  foul  furvives  the 
hody,  and  therefore  upon  the  death  of  any  man, 
woman,  or  child,  remove  their  kraals  to  a  new 
fettlement ;  from  the  opinion  that  the  dead  never 
haunt  any  place  but  that  in  which  they  died,  unleis 
any  thing  that  belongs  to  them  is  carried  out  of  it, 
and  then  they  apprehend  the  departed  fouls  will 
foliov/  a  kraal,  and  be  very  troublefome:  they 
therefore,  leave  the  huts  they  died  in  Handing, 
and  in  them  all  the  utenfils  belonging  to  the  de- 
cea  fed. 

1  his  is  the  abfurd  fyftemofthe  Hottentot  reli- 
gion, of  which  thefe  people  are  fo  fond,  that  I 
never  heard  of  one  of  them  dying  a  Chriftian. 
Tiiough  the  Dutch  have  fent  miffionaries  among 
them,  who  have  undergone  numberlefs  fatigues, 
and  taken  the  greateft  pains  to  make  profelytes,  it 
was  without  efie6i,  and  they  were  compelled  with 
forrow  to  abandon  the  generous  defign,  without 
leaving  the  leaft  trace  of  it  on  the  minds  of  the 
Hottentots.  Of  this  tlie  following  incident  may 
ierve  for  a  proof:  Mr.  Vander  Stel,  governor  of 
the  Cape,  took  an  infant  Hottentot,  whom  he 
educated  in  the  knowledge  of  the  Chriftian  religion, 
and  after  the  genteel  manners  of  the  Europeans; 
allowing  him  little  or  no  converfation  or  inter- 
courfe  with  the  Hottentots.  He  became  well  verg- 
ed in  the  myfteries  of  religion,  and  in  feveral  lari? 
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guages;  he  was  always  richly  drefled^  and  his 
manners  were  formed  after  the  bell  European 
models  at  the  Cape.  The  governor  feeing  him 
thus  qualified,  entertained  great  hopes  of  him,  and 
fent  him  with  a  commiliary  general  to  the  Indies, 
where  he  remained  employed  in  the  commiirary's 
affairs,  till  the  death  of  that  gentleman,  when  he 
returned  to  the  Cape.  A  few  days  after,  at  a  vilit 
among  his  relations,  he  ftripped  himfelf  of  his 
European  apparel,  and  equipped  himfelf  in  the 
manner  of  his  country,  in  a  fiieep-ikin.  This  done, 
he  packed  up  his  caft-ofFclothes,  ran  with  them  to 
the  governor's,  and  prefenting  himfelf  before  his 
patron,  laid  the  bundle  at  his  feet,  and  addrelled 
his  excellency  to  the  following  purport:  "  Be 
*'  pleafed.  Sir,  to  take  notice,  that  1  for  ever  re- 
"  nounce  this  apparel.  1  likewife  for  ever  renounce 
*'  the  Chriftian  religion.  It  is  my  defign  to  live 
''  and  die  in  the  religion,  manners,  and  cuftoms 
*'  of  our  anceftors.  I  fliall  only  beg  you  will 
*'  grant  me  (and  I  am  perfuaded  you  will  grant 
*'  me)  the  collar  and  hanger  I  wear.  I  will  keep 
*'  them  for  your  fake."  Here  he  fropped,  and 
turning  his  back,  fled  fvviftly  away,  and  was  never 
more  feen  in  that  quarter.  This  man  I  frequently 
converfed  with  up  in  the  country,  and  found,  to 
my  great  amazement,  that  he  had  a  furprifing 
flock  of  Chriftian  knowledge.  But  though  I  made 
life  of  the  moft  perfualive  and  endearing  language, 
to  call  him  back  into  the  fold  of  Chrift,  he  con- 
tinued deaf  to  all  my  reafoningand  remonftrances. 
We  (hall  now  take  a  view  of  thofe  ceremonies 
that  are  generally  confidcred  as  of  a  religious  na- 
ture, and  begin  with  the  marriages  of  the  Hot- 
tentots. If  a  batchelor  or  widower  has  a  mind  to 
marry,  he  difcovcrs  his  views  to  his  father,  and 
if  he  is  dead  to  the  next  authority  of  his  kindred  ; 
who,  if  he  confents,  attends  him  to  the  woman's 
rclationii,  whom  they  regale  with  a  pipe  or  two  oi" 
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tobacco,  orofdachu,  which  they  all  fiiioke.  The 
father  of  the  iov^  then  opens  the  bufmefs  to  the 
woman's  father,  ^ho  having  heard  it,  generally 
retires  to  confult  his  wife,  and  foon  returns  with 
a  anal  anfwer,  which  is  generally  favourable.  If 
the  lover's  father  leceives  a  denial,  which  rarely 
happens,  nothing  more  is  faid  about  it,  and  the 
lover  at  once  tears  his  choice  from  his  heart,  and 
looks  out  for  another.  If  it  be  complied  with,  the 
lover  choofes  two  or  three  fat  oxen  from  his  own 
herd,  or  his  father's,  and  drives  them  to  the  houfe 
from  whence  he  is  to  take  his  deftined  bride,  ac- 
companied by  all  his  relations  of  both  fexes  who 
live  near  him  :  they  are  received  with  carelles  by 
the  \^oman's  kindred  ;  the  oxen  are  immediately 
(lain  ;  and  the  whole  company  befmear  their  bodies 
with  the  fat,  and  then  powder  themfelves  ail  over 
with  buchu  :  while  the  women  fpot  their  faces  as 
already  defcribed,  with  a  kind  of  red  chaik.  The 
men  then  fquat  on  the  ground  in  a  circle,  the  bride- 
groom fquattingin  the  center  ;  the  women  at  fome 
diftance  aifo  fquat  in  a  circle  about  the  bride.  At 
length  the  prieft  who  lives  at  the  bride's  kraal 
enters  the  circle  of  the  men,  and  coming  up  to 
the  bridegroom  piff^  a  little  upon  him.  The  bride- 
groom receiving  the  ftream  with  eagernefs,  rubs 
it  all  over  his  body,  and  makes  furrows  with  his 
long  nails,  that  the  urine  may  penetrate  the  farther. 
The  prieft  then  goes  to  the  other  circle,  and  eva- 
cuates a  little  upon  the  brieve,  who  rubs  it  in  with 
the  fame  eagernefs  as  the  bridegroom.  To  him 
the  prieft  then  returns,  and  having  ftreamed  a 
little  more,  goes  again  to  the  bride,  and  again  fcat- 
ters  his  water  upon  her.  Thus  he  proceeds  from 
one  to  the  other  till  he  has  exaufted  his  v~hole  ftock, 
uttering  from  time  to  time  to  each  of  them  the 
following  wiihes,  till  he  has  pronounced  the  whole 
upon  both  :  "  May  you  live  long  and  happily  toge- 
**  tlier.     May  you  have  a  fon    before  the  end  of 
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^'  the  year.  May  this  fon  live  to  be  a  comfort  to 
*^  you  in  your  old  age.  May  this  fon  prove  a  man 
*f  of  courage,  and  a  good  huntfman." 

The  nuptial  ceremony  being  thus  over,  the  oxen 
are  cut  into  many  pieces,  and  the  whole  dreffed  ; 
fome  pieces  being  boiled,  and  the  reft  roafted  in 
the  following  manner-  A  large  flat  ftone  is  faf- 
tened  in  the  ground  in  tlie  manner  of  a  hearth,  and 
a  brifK  fire  made  upon  it,  which  burns  till  the 
ftone  is  t|3oroughly  heated.  The  fire  is  then  re- 
moved, the  ftone  cleaned  from  the  afhes,  and  the 
meat  placed  upon  it.  It  is  then  covered  with  a 
fiat  ftone,  as  large  as  that  upon  which  the  meat 
lies  ;  round  which  a  fire  is  kindled,  as  well  as  upon 
the  upper  ftone,  by  which  the  meat  is  foon  roaft- 
ed, or  rather  baked.  The  provifions  being  thus 
drefied,  the  men  and  women  fit  in  different  circ- 
les, the  bridegroom  alone  eating  in  company  of 
the  women.  They  are  all  fo  nafty  as  to  ufe  the 
lappets  of  their  greafy  kroIFes  or  mantles  for 
plates  ;  but  their  fpoons  are  fea  fliells.  Dinner 
being  over,  what  is  left  is  fet  by,  and  they  go  to 
fmoaking;  each  company  having  one  tobacco-pipe. 
The  perfon  who  fills  it,  after  taking  two  or  three 
whilFs,  gives  it  to  his  or  her  neighbour,  and  thus 
it  goes  round  ;  the  beft  part  of  the  night  is  fpcnt 
in  fmoaking  and  merriment,  till  the  bridegroom 
retires  to  the  arms  of  his  bride,  and  the  company 
fcparate.  The  next  day  they  again  aflemble,  and 
feaft  and  fmoak  as  before  ;  and  this  is  continued 
everyday,  till  the  provifions  drefled  on  the  day 
of  marriage  are  confumcd.  Upon  thcfe  occafionf5 
they  have  neither  mufic  nor  dancing  ;  and  they 
have  only  their  ordinary  drink,  which  is  milk  and 
water, 

A  Hottentot  never  has  a  luit  of  his  own  till  af- 
ter his  marriage,  and  then  his  wifeadifis  him,  not 
ojily  in  erecting  it,  but  in  getting  his  materials, 

VOL.    IV.  E 
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which  are  all  new,  and  in  providing  the  furniture. 
This  being  dos^,  he  abandons  to  her  the  care  and 
toil  of  feeking  and  dreffing  the  family  provifion, 
except  when  he  goes  a  hunting  or  fifhing  :  fhe  alfo 
bears  a  part  in  attending  the  cattle. 

At  the  birth  of  a  child  the  parents  have  a  fo- 
lemn  feaft  by  way  of  thankfgiving,  of  which  all 
the  inhabitants  of  the  kraal  partake.  But  upon 
the  birth  of  the  firft  fon,  the  rejoicings  are  far  fu- 
perior  to  thofe  attending  any  other  birth.  The 
parents  flay  cattle  very  liberally  for  the  entertain- 
ment of  the  whole  kraal ;  and  every  one,  on  fuch 
an  occafion,  is  particularly  zealous  to  congratulate 
them  on  the  obtaining  an  heir.  If  at  any  time  a 
woman  has  twins,  and  they  are  both  boys,  they 
kill  two  fat  bullocks,  and  all  their  neighbours, 
men,  women,  and  children,  rejoice  at  their  birth 
as  a  great  bleiling.  The  mother  only  is  exclud- 
ed from  the  entertainment,  and  has  only  fome 
fat  fent  her,  to  anoint  berfelf  and  her  infants.- 
However,  if  the  twins  are  girls,  there  is  little  or 
no  rejoicing,  and  all  the  facrifice  they  make  is  at 
moft  a  couple  of  iheep.  On  thefe  occalions  they 
often  give  the  lie  to  thefe  thankfgivings  by  a  cruel 
cuftom,  pra6i:ifed  indeed  by  other  nations,  but 
contrary  to  every  fentirnent  of  reafon  and  huma- 
nity. If  the  parents  are  poor,  or  the  mother  pre- 
tends that  Ihe  has  not  milk  for  both  the  twin  girls, 
the  worfi;  featured  of  the  two  is  either  buried  alive 
at  a  difiance  from  the  kraal,  caft  among  the  bullies, 
or  tied  on  its  back  to  the  under  bough  of  a  tree, 
where  it  is  left  to  ftarve,  or  to  be  devoured  by  the 
birds  or  beafts  of  prey. 

An  expofed  female  infant  is  fometimes  found  by 
an  European,  when  if  it  be  dead,  he  generally 
fiays  to  bury  it  :  but  if  it  be  alive  he  always  takes 
it  home,  and  if  he  is  not  willing  to  breed  it  up,  he 
eafily  finds  thofe  that  are.  Thefe  children  always 
receive  a  good  education,  and  great  care  is  taken 
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to  inftrudl  them  thoroughly  in  the  knowledge  of 
chriftianity,  an4  to  fecure  them  from  falling  off 
to  the  Hottentot  naftinefs  and  idolatries  ;  but  thefe 
generous  labours  have  never  produced  any  lading 
effefts.  Not  once  has  it  appeared  that  a  Hottentot 
mind  is  to  be  deprived  of  its  native  bias  :  for 
thefe  unhappy  females  no  fooner  come  to  years  of 
maturity,  than  flying  to  their  own  people,  they 
conftantly  renounce  the  Chriftian  religion,  with 
the  European  manners  and  apparel,  embrace  the 
religion  and  cuftoms  of  their  anceltors,  and  remain 
the  Hottentots  ever  after. 

At  eight  or  nine  years  of  age  the  young  Hotten- 
tot is,  with  great  ceremony,  deprived  of  his  left 
tcfticle  :  but  the  poverty  of  the  parent  fometimes 
occafions  its  being  deferred  till  the  youth  is  eigh-. 
teen  years  of  age ;  this  cruel  ceremony  being  at- 
tended v/ith  fon^.e  expence.  This  is  fuppoltd  to 
contribute  to  the  agility  of  the  Hottentot:  they 
have  alfo  a  prevailing  opinion,  that  a  man  witii 
two  tefticlcs  conftantly  begets  two  children  ;  and 
was  a  young  man  to  try  the  experiment,  both  he 
and  the  women  would  lie  at  the  mercy  of  tlie  ru- 
lers, and  the  women  would,  for  fo  great  a  crime, 
be  perhaps  torn  to  pieces  by  her  own  fex. 

This  is  one  a6t  of  legitimation  for  the  marriage 
of  the  males  ;  but  is  not  the  only  one.  Till  they 
are  about  eighteen  yenrs  of  age  they  are  conhnect 
to  the  tuition  of  their  mothers,  and  live  and  ram- 
ble about  with  them  :  tiicre  is  therefore  a  fccond 
act  of  legitimation  by  which  they  arc  made  men. 
When  the  father,  or  the  generality  of  the  men  of 
a  kraal,  refolve  to  call  a  young  man  into  their  fo- 
ciety,  all  the  inhabitants  ademble  in  the  miudie  of 
a  kraal,  and  fit  upon  the  ground  in  a  circle.  The 
young  fellow  to  be  admitted,  being  without  the 
circle,  is  ordered  to  fjuat  down  upon  his  hams, 
and  then  the  oldeft  man  of  the  kraal  r.fes,  and 
a/].:s,  whether  the  youth  without  iliall  be  adnjittcd 


^6  KOLBEN's    VOYAGE    TO 

into  their  fociety,  and  made  a  man  ?  To  this  all 
anfv/ering  yes,  ^es,  he  leaves  the  circle,  and  ftep- 
ping  up  to  the  youth,  informs  him,  that  the  men 
having  thought  him  worthy  of  being  admitted  into 
their  fociety,  he  is  now  to  take  an  eternal  farewell 
of  his  mother^  the  nurfery,  and  all  his  puerile 
employments  :  that  if  he  is  but  once.feen  talking 
to  his  mother,  and  does  not  always  carefully  avoid 
her  company,  he  will  beconfidered  asa  child,  and 
unworthy  of  the  converfationof  men,  from  which 
he  will  be  banilhed  :  that  all  his  thoughts,  words, 
and  acJtions  muft  now  be  manly.  This  he  repeats 
till  he  judges  he  has  fixed  thefe  admonitions  on 
his  mind.  The  youth  having  before  well  daubed 
himfelf  with  fat  and  foot,  the  old  man  evacuates 
a  fmoaking  ftreani  of  urine  all  over  him,  having 
before  referved  his  water  for  that  purpofe.  The 
youth  receives  the  llream  with  eagernefs  and  joy, 
and  making  furrows  with  his  long  nails  in  the  fat 
upon  his  body,  rubs  in  the  briny  fluid  with  the 
quickeit  action.  The  old  man  having  given  him 
the  laft  drop,  utters  aloud  the  following  benedic- 
tion. "  Good  fortune  attend  thee.  Live  to  old 
age.  Increafe  and  multiply.  May  thy  beard 
grow  foon."  The  youth  is  then  folemnl}^  pro- 
claimed a  man,  and  all  the  men  feaft  upon  a  fheepj 
part  roafted,  and  part  boiled. 

If  after  this  the  young  man  is  feen  eating  and 
drinking  with  the  women,  he  is  treated  with  the 
iitmoft  contempt ,  he  becomes  the  jefi  and  derilion 
of  the  whole  kraal,  and  is  excluded  from  the  con- 
verfation  of  the  men,  till  the  ceremony  is  per- 
formed over  again, 

A  Hottentot  thus  freed  from  the  care  of  his  mo- 
ther, may  be  fo  brutiih  and  unnatural  as  to  cud- 
gel her,  merely  to  Ihew  his  independence  ;  and  it 
is  common  fora  young  fellow  on  his  being  admit- 
ted into  the  fociety  of  the  men,  to  go  and  abufe 
his  mother^  and^  as  a  teftimony  of  the  fmcerity  of 
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his  intentions  to  follow  the  admonitions  given 
him,  to  infult  and  triumph  over  her,  on  his  being 
difcharged  from  her  tuition. 

We  have  already  obferved,  that  fome  of  the 
Hottentots  have  a  kind  of  honourable  diftin6i:ion 
in  wearing  bladders  tied  to  their  hair  as  trophies 
of  their  valour.  Thofe  Hottentots  who  have  iing- 
ly  encountered  and  llain  a  lion,  tyger,  leopard, 
elephant,  rhinoceros  or  elk,  are  confidered  as  he- 
roes. Such  a  perfcn  on  his  return  home  fquats 
down ;  but  is  foon  vifited  by  an  old  man  deputed 
by  the  reft  of  the  kraal,  to  thank  and  congratu- 
late him  upon  fo  beneficial  on  exploit,  and  to  ac- 
quaint him  that  the  men  of  the  kraal  expert  him 
immediately  to  receive  from  them  the  honours 
that  are  his  due.  The  hero  inftantly  riles,  and  at- 
tends the  melfenger  to  the  middle  of  the  kraal, 
■where  all  the  men  wait  for  him,  and  fquatting 
down  on  a  mat  fpread  for  him,  all  the  men  fquat 
round  him,  while  the  heroe's  face  is  flulhed  with 
joy.  The  deputy  then  marches  up  to  the  hero, 
and  pours  a  plentiful  ftream  all  over  him  from  head 
to  foot ;  pronouncing  over  him  certain  terms, 
which  I  could  never  get  exphiined.  The  hero,  as 
in  other  cafes,  rubs  in  the  fmoaking  ftream  upon 
his  face  and  every  other  part  with  the  greateit  ea- 
gernefs.  This  done,  the  deputy  lights  his  pipe, 
and  having  taken  two  or  three  whiils,  gives  it  to 
whomfoever  he  pleafes  in  the  circle  ;  who  having 
taken  the  fame  folace  gives  it  to  another  ;  and 
thus  it  goes  round  till  only  adies  remain,  which 
the  deputy  fliakes  upon  the  hero,  who  rubs  them 
into  the  fat  on  his  body  with  an  eager  motion,  as 
if  he  would  not  lofe  one  particle  of  it.  The  cir- 
cle then  rifes,  he  does  fo  too,  and  every  one  con- 
gratulates him  on  the  high  honour  lie  has  received, 
and  thanks  him  for  the  fervice  he  has  done  his 
country.  The  hero  now  conf.ders  himfelf  as  raif- 
cd  to  the  highcft  fummit  of  human  glory,  and  by 
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the  bladder  of  the  beaft  he  has  killed,  which  he 
wears  faftened^P  his  hair,  and  the  majeftic  port 
he  ever  after  afTumes,  demands  the  homage  and 
refpe6t  which  Hottentot  cultom  affigns  to  his  high 
dignity,  and  which  all  his  countrymen  conftantiy 
pay  him. 

The  death  of  no  wild,  beaft  gives  fuch  joy  to  a 
kraal,  as  that  of  a  tyger.  The  Hottentots  are  in- 
finitely fond  of  the  flefh,  which,  indeed,  I  found 
to  be  moft  delicious  food,  and  much  fuperior  to 
the  fineft  veal. 

I  now  come  to  the  laft  ceremonies  that  have 
a  reference  to  a  private  perfon ;  thofe  that  attend 
and  fucceed  his  departure  out  of  life.  A  Hottentot 
man,  women  or  child,  being  in  the  agony  of 
death,  the  friends  and  relations  aflemble  and  fet 
up  a  terrible  howling:  but  the  breath  is  no  fooner 
out.  of  the  body,  than  they  join  in  fo  dreadful 
a  chorus  of  fcreaming,  howling,  yelling,  roaring,, 
and  clapping  of  hands,  that  it  is  impoffible  for 
an  European  to  ftay  in  the  kraal  with  fafety  to 
his  brains.  The  corpfe  is  inftantly  wrapt  up 
neck  and  heels  together,  much  in  the  pofture  of 
a  child  in  the  womb,  in  the  krolFe  of  the  deceafed, 
fo  clofe  that  not  the  leaft  part  of  it  is  to  be  feen. 
The  grave  is  almoft  always  either  a  cleft  in  a 
rock,  or  a  hole  made  by  a  W^ild  beaft ;  for  the 
Hottentots  never  dig  one  vvhen  either  of  thcfe  is  . 
to  be  found  at  a  convenient  diftance.  About  fix 
hours  after  the  death,  the  burial  is  performed. 
When  the  corpfe  is  ready  to  be  brought  out,  all 
the  men  and  v^'omen  of  the  kraal,  but  fuch  as 
are  employed  about  the  corpfe,  aOemble  before 
the  door  of  the  hut,  and  fquatting  in  two  circles, 
the  men  in  one,  and  the  women  in  another, 
they  clap  their  hands,  crying  in  doleful  accents^ 
bo,  bo,  bo,  or  fati.cr,  father,  father.  The  cover- 
.  ing  being  removed,  the  corpie  is  brought  out  from 
the   back  part   of  the   hut;  for    it    muft   not   be 
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taken  out  at  the  door.  The  bearers  are  named  by 
the  captain  of  the  kraal,  or  by  the  relations  of  the 
deceafed,  and  carry  the  body  in  their  arms.  VVhen 
it  is  brought  out,  the  circies  before  the  door  rife 
and  follow  it  to  the  grave,  the  men  and  women 
in  feparate  bodies,  all  the  way  wringing  their 
hands  ;  howling  out  bo,  bo,  bo,  and  putting  them- 
felves  in  fuch  ridiculous  poftures,  that  it  is  difficult 
for  an  European  to  be  prefent  and  forbear  laugh- 
ing. Having  put  the  corpfe  into  the  hole,  they 
■fill  it  up  with  the  mould  of  ant-hills,  that  it  may 
be  the  fooner  confumed,  and  cram  fiones  and 
pieces  of  wood  into  the  grave  to  prevent  its  being 
devoured  by  wild  beafts.  This  being  done,  they 
return  to  the  kraal,  fquat  again  in  two  circles 
before  the  door,  and  for  about  an  hour  longer 
continue  their  lamentations,  till  the  word  being 
given  for  filence,  two  old  men,  the  friends  or 
relations  of  the  deceafed,  enter  into  each  circle, 
and  fparingly  difpenfe  their  ftream  upon  each 
perfon,  fo  that  all  may  have  fome  ;  all  the  com- 
pany receive  their  water  with  eagernefs  and  vene- 
ration. This  being  done,  each  ftcps  into  the 
hut,  and  taking  up  a  handful  of  afhes  from  the 
hearth,  comes  out  by  the  pa f Page  made  for  the 
eorpfe,  and  ftrews  the  allies  by  little  and  litle, 
upon  the  whole  company.  This,  fay  they,  i^ 
done  to  humble  their  pride ;  to  banifli  all  notions 
of  diftin6tion  ;  and  to  lliew  them,  that  old  and 
young,  rich  and  poor,  the  weak  and  the  fcrong, 
the  beautiful  and  the  ugly,  will  all  be  alike,  and 
reduced  to  dull  and  allies.  If  the  deceafed  left 
any  cattle,  the  heir  now  kills  a  Ihccj),  and  fome 
of  his  neareft  relations,  if  they  nre  able,  do  the 
fame,  for  the  entertainment  of  the  kraal.  The 
caul  of  the  (hccp  killed  by  the  heir  is  well  powdered 
with  buchu,  and  put  about  his  neck,  and  he  is 
obliged  to  wear  it  till  it  rots  oif.  The  other 
relations  wear  likewife  about  their  necks  the  cauls 
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of  the  fheep  they  kill  on  this  occalion.  Thefe 
cauls  are  the  Tnourning  the  rich  Hottentots  put 
on  for  the  dead.  But  if  their  relations  are  fo 
poor,  that  they  cannot  afford  to  kill  any  cattle 
for  the  entertainment  of  the  kraal,  they  (have 
their  heads  in  narrow  ftripes,  alternately  leaving 
a  ftripe  of  hair,  and  another  fhaved. 

But  they  have  a  raoft  horrid  cuftom  with  regard 
to  thofeof  both  fexes  who  are  grown  fuperanuated. 
3o  long  as  an  old  man  or  v\'oman  is  able  to  fetch 
in  a  ftick  a  day,  or  can  perform  an  ofRce  of  kind- 
nefs,  care  is  taken  to  render  their  lives  as  eafy  as 
poffible  :  but  when  they  can  be  of  no  manner  of 
fervice,  they  are  by  the  confent  of  the  kraal  placed 
In  a  folitary  hut  at  a  coniiderable  diftance,  with  a 
fmall  ftock  of  provifions  within  their  reach,  where 
they  are  left  without  any  one  to  affift  them,  to  die 
of  hunger,  or  to  be  devoured  by  the  wild  beafts. 
Cruel  as  this  cuftom  is,  they  confider  it  as  ana6l 
of  mercy  ;  and  are  filled  with  amazement  at  hear- 
ing the  Europeans  fpeak  of  it  with  horror. 

Befides  thefe  they  have  fome  ceremonies  of  a 
general  concern  ;  as  upon  the  overthrow  of  an 
enemy  ;  on  a  coniiderable  Haughter  being  made 
of  the  wild  beafts  that  devour  their  cattle ;  on  the 
removal  of  a  kraal,  when  the  pafture  about  it  be- 
comes too  barren  for  the  fupport  of  their  cattle  ; 
when  an  inhabitant  dies  in  it,  whether  a  violent  . 
or  natural  death  ;  or  to  propitiate  the  Deity  when 
a  difeafe  is  got  among  their  flieep. 

When  they  defign  a  public  entertainment,  they 
ere6l  in  the  centre  of  the  kraal  a  fort  of  booth  or 
arbour,  fufficient  to  entertain  commodioufiy  all 
the  men,  and  made  of  new  materials,  alluding  to 
their  deiign  of  beginning  on  fuch  occafionsto  lead 
a  new  life.  On  the  morning  of  the  day  appointed 
for  the  folemnity,  the  women  and  children  of  the 
kraal  go  into  the  valleys  to  gather  the  moft  beau* 
tiful  and  odoriferous  herbs,  flowers,  and  boughs 
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of  trees,  and  with  thefe  they  adorn  the  booth. 
The  men  then  kill  the  fatteft  bullock,  part  of 
which  is  roafted,  and  the  other  boiled.  The  men 
eat  it  in  the  booth,  and  the  women  are  obliged  to 
be  fatisfied  with  the  broth.  They  then  go  to  fmoak- 
ing  and  dancing  ;  while  a  band  of  nuilic  compofed 
of  a  kind  of  flutes  foimed  of  reeds,  and  a  fort  of 
drum,  ftrikes  up  between  whiles.  Some  ling,  others 
crack  jokes,  and  mirth  triumphs  in  ftorms  of  laugh- 
ter :  but  though  they  are  immoderately  fond  of 
flrong  liquors,  yet  little  or  none  of  any  fort  is  feen 
in  thefe  foleninities,  which  commonly  continue 
the  remainder  of  the  day,  and  the  greateft  part 
of  the   night. 

When  they  refolve  to  remove  a  kraal,  on  ac- 
count of  the  barrennefs  of  the  pafture,  they  kill 
a  fat  fheep  ;  part  they  roaft,  and  part  they  boil, 
fending  to  the  women  the  ufual  regale  of  broth. 
The  feaft  is  condudled  with  a  great  deal  of  mirth 
and  good  humour;  and  is  confidered  as  a  thank- 
offering  for  tlis  bounties  of  nature  enjoyed  in  that 
place.  When  they  have  done,  they  demolilh  their 
cots,  pack  up  their  furniture,  and  r.^move  at  once, 
the  men  in  one  body,  the  women  and  children  in 
another,  to  the  place  marked  out  for  a  new  fettle- 
ment  ;  where  being  arrived,  in  about  two  hours 
time  they  ercdt  the  kraal,  and  difpofe  of  their 
furniture.  A  fl^eep  is  then  killed  by  the  women, 
and  drelfed  as  before  ;  but  they  now  fend  their  huf- 
bands  the  broth,  and  eat  the  flelh  themfelves. 
Having  anointed  their  krolTes  with  the  fat,  they 
powder  their  hair  with  buchu,  and  go  to  fcveral 
diverlions  among  themiclvcs,  which  they  continue 
the  rell  of  the  day,  and  till  pretty  far  in  the  night. 
The  flieep  is  here  conildered  as  a  facrilice,  and  the 
mictions  and  powdcrings  are  religious  formalities, 
for  the  profpcrity  of  the  kraal,  and  the  continuance 
of  plenty  in  that  neighbourhood. 

VOL.    IV.  V 
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It  may  here  be  proper  to  defcribe  the  mannef 
of  building  their  huts,  and  difpdfing  of  their 
kraals.  The  huts  are  all  oval,  about  fourteen  feet 
the  longeft  way,  formed  of  fticks;  one  end  of  which 
is  fixed  in  the  ground,  and  the  other  bent  over 
the  top  fo  as  to  make  an  arch  :  but  they  are  rarely 
fo  high  as  for  a  man  to  ftand  upright  w4tkin  them. 
The  arches  being  fixed  by  tying  bent  fticks  with 
a  kind  of  rope  made  ofrufhes,  the  whole  i^  cover- 
ed with  matSj  which  are  made  fo  faft  to  each  other 
and  the  fticks^  as  not  to  be  removed  by  the  wind 
or  rain.  Thofe  of  the  wealthy  Hottentots  have 
alfo  a  covering  of  fkins :  they  have  no  other  open- 
ing but  at  the  entrance,  which  is  alfo  arched,  and 
only  about  three  feet  high  ;  on  the  top  of  which  is 
fixed  a  fliin  to  be  taken  up  and  let  down,  in  ordei? 
to  keep  out  the  wind  ;  and  this  is  the  only  pafTage 
for  the  fmoke.  Their  furniture  con  fifts,  of  earthen 
pots  for  dreiiiog  their  vi^uals^,  and  feveral  other 
velfels  for  holding  water,  milk,  and  butter.  Their 
fire-place  is  a  hole  made  in  the  middle  of  the  hut, 
and  their  bed  a  Ikin  fpread  in  a  hole  funk  a  little 
below  the  furface  of  the  ground,  A  kraal  eonfifts 
©f  twenty  or  more  of  thefe  huts,  placed  near  each 
other  in  a  circle,  leaving  an  area  in  the  middle  ; 
each  kraal  containing  from  one  to  three  or  fouF 
hundred  fouls.  The  huts  of  the  wealthy  are  often 
hung  with  beautiful  Ikins,  and  a  variety  of  trin- 
kets '■  but  though  all  the  Hottentots  huts  are  nar- 
row, dark,  and  filthy,  harmony  reigns  continually 
in  almoft  every  one  of  them;  that  heavenly  charm, 
fo  rarely  to  be  found  within  the  palaces  of  Europe. 
When  a  dilFerenee  happens  between  a  man  and 
his  wife,  it  is  foon  accommodated.  All  their  neigh- 
bours inftantly  interpoie,  and  the  quarrel  is  fpecdi- 
ly  made  up.  The  Hottentots  run  to  the  fupprelfion 
of  firife  when  it  has  feized  a  family,  as  we  do  to 
put  out  a  fire  that  has  feized  a  houfe,  and  allow 
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themfelves  no   reft,  till  every  matter  of  difpute 
is  adjufted. 

The  laft  public  ceremony  we  lliall  he^e  mention 
is  propitiatory  offerings  tor  a  difeafe  among  their 
■Iheep,  which  laft  for  three  days,  on  each  of  which 
the  old  men  affemble  by  themfelves,  and  feaft  on 
fat  ftieep ;  while  the  young  men  at  a  diftanceeat 
the  entrails,  and  the  women  and  children  fup  the 
broth  prepared  from  the  part  that  is  boiled.  The 
feaft  being  over,  they  fpend  the  remainder  of  each 
day  in  finging  and  dancing.  If  upon  thefe  offer- 
ings, which  they  confider  as  a6ts  of  atonement  for 
theirotifences  againft  Gounja,  thediftemper  ceafes, 
they  grow  wild  with  joy,  and  there  is  no  end  of 
their  feafts  and  rejoicings.  They  imagine  that 
Gounja  is  delighted  with  their  offerings,  and  the 
thoughts  of  having  pleafed  him  tranfports  them 
out  of  themfelves,  and  furni flics  fuch  fcenes  of 
ecftafy  and  mirth,  as  are  perhaps  no  where  elfe  to 
be  met  wit4i. 

The  cattle  of  a  kraal  run  all  together,  and  the 
meaneft  inhabitant  who  has  but  a  fingle  flieephas 
the  privilege  of  turning  it  into  the  flock,  where 
as  much  care  is  taken  of  it,  as  of  the  llieep  of  the 
richeft  and  moft  powerful  of  the  kraal.  They 
have  no  particular  herdfmen  or  Ihepherds,  for 
driving  their  cattle  to  the  pafture.  and  guarding 
them  from  wild  beafts.  This  office  they  take  upon 
them  by  turns,  three  or  four  of  them  together; 
the  women  milking  the  cows  morning  and  even- 
ing. Between  five  and  fix  in  the  evening  they  ge- 
nerally drive  them  home.  In  the  area  of  the 
kraal  they  lodge  the  calves  and  all  the  fniall  cattle, 
and  on  the  outfide  range  their  great  cattle,  tying 
two  and  two  together  by  the  feet.  Thefe  are 
in  the  night  guarded  by  the  dogs,  of  which  every 
hut  has  one  or  two. 

The  Hottentots  have  what  they  call  Backeley- 
crSf  ov  fighting  Qy.Gn,  which   they   ufe  in   their 
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wars,  as  fome  nations  do  elephants:  thofe  gore, 
kick,  and  trample  tiie  enemy  to  death  with  incre- 
dible fury.  Each  army  has  a  drove  of  them, 
which  they  take  an  opportunity  to  turn  upon  their 
foe.  The  courage  of  thefe  creatures  is  amazing, 
and  the  difciphne  upon  which  they  are  formed 
does  not  a  little  honour  to  the  Hottentot  genius 
and  dexterity.  They  are  alfo  of  great  ufe  to  tliem 
in  the  government  of  their  herds  at  pafture,  lor 
upon  a  fignal  given  they  will  fetch  in  ftragglers. 
EveVy  kraal  has  at  leaft  half  a  dozen  of  thefe  oxen, 
and  when  one  of  them  dies,  or  grows  fo  old  as  to 
be  unfit  for  fervice,  the  moll  ftately  young  ox  is 
tholenout  of  the  herd,  and  taught  to  fucceed  him. 
The  Backeleyers  know  every  inhabitant  of  the 
kraal  ;  but  if  a  ffranger,  efpecially  an  European, 
approaches  the  herd,  without  having  with  him  an 
Hottentot  of  the  kraal  to  which  they  belong,  they 
make  at  him  full  gallop  ;  and  if  he  is  not  withm 
hearing  of  any  of  the  Hottentots  who  keep  the 
herds,  if  there  is  not  a  tree  which  he  can  imme- 
diately climb,  or  if  he  has  not  a  light  pair  of 
heels,  or  a  piece  of  fire-arms,  he  is  certainly  de- 
moliflied.  But  they  no  fooner  hear  the  whiftling 
cf  the  keepers  through  their  fingers,  or  the  report 
of  a  piftol,  than  they  return  to  the  herds. 

The  Hottentots,  have  likewife  ^reat  numbers 
of  oxen  for  carriage,  whom  they  break  w  ith  fuch 
art  that  they  render  them  as  obedient  to  their  dri- 
vers, as  a  taugnt  dog  in  Europe  is  to  the  com- 
mands of  his  mafter.  When  the  Hottentots  re- 
move their  kraals,  they  convey  the  materials  of 
their  huts,  with  their  furniture,  on  the  backs  of 
thefe  oxen. 

The  Hottentots  are  very  expert  at  fever al  arts  ; 
they  will  with  great  dexterity  cut  out  the  hide  of 
a  beaft  in  ftraps  cf  feveral  yards  in  length  ;  they 
make  mats  and  ropes  of  great  ftrength  of  flags 
gild  bulrufiies^  and  form  earthen  pots  of  the  mould 
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of  ant-hills,  in  which  the  bruifed  ant-eggs  form 
a  furprifing  cement.  They  fafhion  the  pot  on  a  fine 
fmooth  flat  ftone,  by  hand,  as  a  paiiry-cook  does  a 
pye,  in  the  form  of  a  Roman  urn  ;  they  let  it  dry  in 
the  fun,  and  then  burn  it  in  an  hole  made  in  the  earth, 
by  making  a  quick  fire  over  it.  Thefe  pots  are  as 
black  as  jet,  and  of  a  furprifing  iirmnefs.  They  point 
their  weapons  with  iron,  which  they  even  draw  from 
the  ore :  tor  this  purpofe  they  make  a  hole  in  a  raifed 
piece  of  ground,  and  about  a  foot  and  a  halfon  tlie 
defcent  make  another  of  lefs  extent,,  to  receive  the 
melted  iron,  which  is  to  run  into  it  by  a  channel 
made  from  one  hole  to  the  other.  They  then  kin- 
dle a  fire  in  the  upper  hole,  and  when  tlie  earth 
about  it  is  thoroughly  heated,  put  in  the  iron 
ftones  and  make  a  large  fire  over  them,  which 
they  fupply  with  fuel,  till  the  iron  runs  into  the 
receiver.  When  the  iron  is  cold  they  take  it  out, 
heat  it  in  other  fires,  and  with  no  other  implements 
but  ftones,  beat  it  out,  and  fliape  it  into  wea- 
pons, after  which  they  grind  and  poliih  it  lb  nice- 
ly, upon  a  flat  ftone,  as  to  render  it  a  valuable 
piece  of  work,  both  for  ufe  and  beauty.  This  in- 
genuity is  not  inconliftent  witli  their  habitual  lazi- 
neis  :  for  a  poor  Hottentot  having  made  a  let  of 
arms  for  his  own  ufe,  and  another  lor  Tale  to  a  rich 
one,  by  which  he  has  got  two  or  there  heads  of 
cattle,  can  hardly  ever  be  induced  to  let  his  hand 
to  the  fame  labour  a  third  time. 

The  dexterity  of  the  Hottentots  in  difcharging 
an  arrow,  and  thr6vving  what  they  call  the  hall'a- 
gaye  and  rackum-flick,  is  very  ailonifhing,  A  Hot- 
tentot arrow  confifis  of  a  fm;ill  tapeiing  ftick  or 
cane  of  abouta  foot  and  a  half  in  length,  pointed 
with  a  fmall  thin  piece  of  iron  bearded,  and  joined 
to  the  ftick  or  cane  by  a  barrel.  Their  bows  are 
made  of  olive  or  iron  wood,  and  the  itringsof  the 
finews  or  guts  of  bealls,  faltcjied  to  a  llrong  wood- 
en or  iron  hook  at  each  end  of  the  bow.     The  (jui- 
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ver  is  a  long  narrow  bag,  made  of  the  fkin  of  an 
ox,  elk,  or  elegliant,  and  ilung  over  the  Ihoulder 
by  a  ftrap  faftetfed  to  it  ;  but  to  the  upper  end  of 
the  quiver  is  fixed  a  hook,  on  which  the  bow  is 
hung,  when  they  go  to  war  or  to  the  chace.  The 
hafFagaye  is  a  kind  of  half"  pike  ;  the  fliaft  is  a  ta- 
per itick  of  the  length  and  thicknefs  of  a  rake 
handle,  armed  at  the  thickeft  end  with  a  little  thin 
iron  plate,  tapering  to  a  point,  and  very  fharp  on 
the  edges.  The  nickum  ftick  is  a  kind  of  dart, 
little  more  thi-n  a  foot  long,  made  of  hard  wood. 
In  the  ufe  of  thefe  weapons,  the  Hottentots  fhew 
llich  quicknefs  of  eye,  and  furenefs  of  hand,  as  I 
believe  no  people  upon  eartli  have  befides  them- 
ielves.  If  an  Hottentot  fees  a  hare,  deer,  or  wild 
goat  within  30  or  40  yards  of  him,  away  flies  the 
rackum  ftick,  and  down  falls  the  animal,  generally 
pierced  through  the  body.  They  are  not  lefs  ex- 
pert in  the  ufe  of  the  bow  and  arrow,  for  if  there 
be  no  wind,  they  will  hit  a  mark  no  bigger  than  a, 
fiiver  penny,  at  a  confiderable  diftance.  They 
are  equally  expert  in  throwing  the  haffagaye,  and 
Hinging  a  ftone.  In  all  thefe  cafes  they  ftand  not, 
as  the  Europeans,  like  ftatues,  to  take  their  aim, 
but  while  they  gather  it,  which  they  are  not  long 
in  doing,  they  Ikip  from  fide  to  fide,  and  brandifti 
and  whirl  the  weapon  about  in  fuch  a  manner,  that 
you  would  take  the  whole  for  idle  flourifh ;  but  on 
a  fudden  away  it  flies  to  the  mark.  Their  dexte- 
rity on  thefe  occafions  is  quite  incredible,  and  can 
hardly  be  conceived. 

When  all  the  men  of  a  kraal  are  out  upon  a 
chace,  and  difcover  a  wild  beaft  of  any  confidera- 
ble fize,  they  endeavour  to  furround  him,  which 
they  generally  do  very  foon,  though  the  beaft,  of 
whatever  kind,  betakes  himfelf  to  his  heels.  If 
thus  they  encompafs  an  elephant,  or  a  rhinoceros, 
they  attack  him  with  hailagayes,  the  hardnefs  and 
ihi^cknefs  of  his  hide  fortifying  him  againft  a  Ihow- 
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er  of  arrows.  If  they  do  not  lay  him  dead  upon 
the  fpot,  and  he  is  able  to  return  the  attack  upon 
the  Hottentots,  they  form  as  large  a  ring  as  they 
can  make,  fo  as  to  reach  him  with  their  halTagayes. 
The  creature  being  wounded,  runs  with  great 
noife  and  fury  at  the  perfons  who  threw  the  wea- 
pons. Then  others  attack  him  in  the  rear.  He 
turns  about  to  attack  the  laft  affailants,  and  is  again 
attacked  in  the  rear.  Again  he  turns  about,  and 
is  again  attacked.  The  hallagayes  multiply  upon 
his  body.  He  roars,  tears  up  the  ground,  and 
has  fometimes  as  it  were  a  foreft  of  halfagayes  up- 
on his  back  before  he  falls. 

When  a  lion,  tyger,  or  leopard  is  thus  encom- 
pafTed,  they  attack  him  both  with  halTagayes  and 
arrows.  With  flaming  eyes  and  the  wildeft  rage 
he  flies  upon  thofe  who  difcharged  them.  He  is 
nimble,  they  are  nimbler,  and  avoid  him  with 
aftonilhing  dexterity  till  they  are  relieved  by  others. 
He  leaps  towards  onefo  quick,  and,  as  you  would 
think  with  fo  fure  a  paw,  that  you  Ihudder  for  the 
fellow,  expe6ling  to  fee  him  in  an  inftant  torn  to 
pieces:  but  the  man  in  danger  leaps  away  in  the 
twinkling  of  an  eye,  and  the  bealt  fpends  all  his 
rage  upon  the  ground.  He  turns  and  leaps  to- 
wards another,  and  another,  and  another  ;  but  Itill 
in  vain  :  they  avoid  him  with  equal  quicknefs  of 
thought,  and  ftill  he  fights  only  with  the  air.  All 
this  time  the  arrows  and  haffagayes  are  fhowcring 
upon  him  in  the  rear.  He  grows  mad  with  pain, 
and  running  and  leaping  from  one  part  of  his 
enemies  to  another,  and  tumbling  from  time  to 
time  to  break  the  arrows  and  hafTiigayes  that  are 
faftened  in  him,  he  foams,  yells,  and  roars  in  the 
mod  terrible  manner.  Nothing  in  the  world  can 
be  more  admirable  than  the  adivity  and  addrcfs 
with  which  the  Hottentots  efcape  the  paws  of  the 
beafts,  and  the  incredible  fpecd  and  rcfolution  vvitli 
which  they  relieve  each  other.  If  the  beaft  is  not 
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quickly  (lain,  he  is  fobn  convinced  that  there  is 
no  dealing  witlj»fo  nimble  an  enemy ;  and  then  he 
makes  off  with  his  utmofl  fpeed  ;  but  having  by 
this  time  a  multitude  of  arrows  and  hafTagayes  on 
his  back,  fome  of  which  are  commoniy  poifonedj  he 
fcon  falls. 

But  the  Hottentots  do  not  often  engage  an  ele- 
phant, a  rhinoceros,  or  an  elk  after  this  manner  : 
the  elephants,  going  always  to  water  in  troops  in 
a  line,  make  a  path  from  their  haunts  to  the  water 
fide.  In  this  path  the  Hottentots,  without  fpade 
or  pick-axe,  for  they  have  no  fuch  tools,  make  a 
lioie  from  fix  to  eight  feet  deep,  in  the  middle  of 
^vhich  they  fix  a  ftrong  flake  tapering  up  to  a 
point  almoft  to  the  top  of  the  hole.  When  this  is 
done  they  cover  the  hole  with  fmall  boughs,  leaves, 
mould,  and  grafs,  fo  that  no  man  living  would 
fufpe<5f  the  trap.  The  elephants  keeping  pretty 
dole  to  the  track,  one  or  other  of  them  is  fure  to 
fall  in  with  his  fore  feet,  when  his  neck  or  breaft 
being  pierced  by  the  ftake  on  which  his  v^^hole 
body  refts,  the  more  he  ftruggles,  the  farther  it  i 
penetrates.  The  reft  of  the  elephants  immediately 
make  off  as  faft  as  poffible.  Mean  while  the  Hot- 
tentots feeing  the  elephant  thus  caught,  iffue  out 
of  their  covert,  get  upon  the  neck  of  the  beaft,  and 
either  break  hisfkull  with  heavy  ftones,  or  cut  his 
large  veins  with  their  knives.  The  carcafe  is  then 
cut  in  pieces  and  carried  to  the  kraal,  where  all 
the  inhabitants  feaft  upon  it  very  jovially.  The 
rhinoceros  and  the  elk  are  alfo  frequently  taken 
in  the  fame  manner. 

The  Hottentots  are  likewife  very  dexterous  fwim- 
ers  :  this  they  perform  in  a  different  manner  from 
other  nations  ;  they  beat  the  water  with  their  feet, 
and  raifing  themfelves  erefl,  paddle  along  with 
their  necks  and  arms  above  the  furface.  Thus  they 
crofs  deep  rivers,  and  proceed  with  great  fwiftnefs 
in  the  fea,  dancing  forward  without  the  leaft  ap- 
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prehenfion  of  danger,  in  the  manner  in  which 
the  European  fwimmers  call  treading  the  water^f 
rifing  and  falling  with  the  waves  like  fo  many 
corks.  They  are  aifo  extremely  expert  at  fiihing. 

1  have  already  obferved,  that  the  wealth  of  the 
Hottentots  conlifts  in  their  cattle,  and  it  is  never 
to  be  feen  in  any  other  kind,  unlefs  it  be  in  ele- 
phants teeth,  of  which  they  get  a  great  number^ 
though  they  bring  but  few  to  the  Cape.  The 
Dutch  imagine  they  difpofe  of  the  beft  part  of 
them  to  the  inhabitants  of  Terra  du  Natal,  or  to 
the  Portuguefe  at  Mofambique.  They  have  no 
fuch  thing  as  money  among  them  ;  for  their  tratfic 
\Kith  one  another,  as  well  as  with  ftrangers,  is 
aKvays  in  the  way  of  barter.  A  few  of  them  now 
and  then  get  the  eggs  of  oftriches,  and  the  fkins  of 
wild  beafts,  which  they  difpofe  of  to  the  Euro- 
peans, in  exchange  for  wine,  brandy,  tobacco, 
pipes,  coral,  beads,  fmall  looking-glafles,  knives,, 
iron,  fmall  bits  of  poliflied  brafs  or  copper,  ear- 
rings, &c.  Genenally  fpeaking,  they  part  with 
the  cattle,  both  to  the  Europeans  and  to  one  ano- 
ther, at  fo  cheap  a  rate  as  is  almoft  incredible.  I 
never  offered  a  pound  of  tobacco  to  a  Hottentot 
for  an  ox,  half  a  pound  for  a  large  Iheep,  and  a 
quarter  of  a  pound  for  a  fat  lamb,  but  the  offer 
was  accepted  ;  though  I  had  the  bargain  the  (bon- 
er, if  I  offered  to  crown  it  with  the  prefent  of  a 
dram.  Many  a  time  have  I  bought  great  and 
fmall  cattle  of  them  at  thefe  rate^,  which  I  folemn- 
ly  alfure   the  reader  is  ftri6fly  true. 

It  has  been  already  obferved,  that  the  grafs 
about  the  cape  is  intermixed  with  the  moft  beauti- 
ful flowers  ;  and,  befides  the  many  rich  fruits 
natural  to  the  climate,  the  Dutch  have  planted 
in  their  gardens  moft  of  thofe  of  every  other 
part  of  the  world,  which  flourifh  in  great  per- 
fection. 

VOL.   IV.  G 
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On  the  other  hand,  the  wild  beafts  of  the  country 
are  extremeljwherce  and  favage.  The  lions  here 
are  remarkable  for  their  ftrength.  When  they 
come  upon  their  prey  they  knock  it  down,  and 
never  bite  it  till  they  have  given  it  the  mortal 
blow,  which  is  generally  accompanied  with  a 
dreadful  roar.  When  the  lion  is  pinched  with 
hunger  he  (hakes  his  mane,  and  ladies  his  fide 
with  his  tail.  When  he  is  thus  agitated,  'tis 
almoft  certain  death  too  come  in  his  way  ;  and 
as  he  generally  lurks  for  his  prey  behind  the 
buflies,  travellers  fometimes  do  not  difcover  the 
motion  of  his  tail  till  it  is  too  late  :  but  if  the 
lion  (hakes  not  his  mane,  nor  ladies  himfelf  with 
his  tail,  a  traveller  may  pafs  fafely  by  him.  The 
iiedi  of  a  lion  eatsfomething  like  venifon. 

The  leopard  and  tyger,  which  nearly  refemble 
each  other  are  next  in  fiercenefs  to  the  lion.  The 
tyger  is  much  larger  than  the  leopard,  and  is  dif- 
tingui(hcd  by  rings  of  black  hair  inclofmg  fpots 
of  yellow  :  but  the  black  ftreaks  of  the  leopard 
are  not  round,  but  formed  with  an  opening  in 
the  manner  of  a  horfe-dioe.  They  will  neither 
of  them  eat  the  fledi  of  any  bead  they  have  not 
killed  themfelves.  One  Bowman,  a  burgher  at  the 
Cape,  walking  by  himfelf  in  the  fields,  was  fur- 
prifed  by  a  tyger,  which  leaped  at  his  throat  ; 
but  though  terribly  frighted  he  had  the  prefence 
of  mind  to  feize  him  by  the  head,  and  druggling 
.with  him,  threv;  him  to  the  ground,  an c^  fell  upon 
him,  when  holding  him  down  with  one  hand,  and 
the  weight  of  his  body,  he  with  the  other  drew 
a  knife  out  of  his  pocket,  and  cut  the  tyger's  throat, 
the  bead  immediately  expired  ;  but  Mr,  Bowman 
received  fo  many  wounds,  and  lod  fo  much  blood, 
in  this  brave  conflict,  that  it  was  long  before 
he  recovered. 

The  Cape  elephants  are  much  larger  than  thofe 
of  any  other  country^  and  theii'  teeth  ai'e  from 
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fixty  to  1 20  pounds  weight.  The  female  is  much 
lefs  than  the  male,  and  her  dugs  fail  from  her 
breads  between  her  forelegs.  1  am  certain  thofe 
authors  are  miftaken  who  lay  that  they  fleep  Hand- 
ing ;  for  I  have  many  a  time  feen  very  perfect 
impreffions  of  their  bodies  on  the  ground  where 
they  have  llept.  Their  ordinary  food  is  grafs, 
heath,  roots,  and  the  tender  branches  of  flirubs. 
They  have  no  hair,  and  their  fkins  have  a  multitude 
of  fears  and  fcratches,  which  they  receive  by  pref- 
ling  through  thorns  and  buihes. 

The  Cape  Rhinoceros  is  of  a  dark  afii-colour 
approaching  to  a  black.  His  fkin  is  alfo  without 
air  ;  but  is  fo  hard  that  it  is  difficult  to  pierce  it 
with  a  fharp  knife.  He  is  reprefented  as  armed 
all  over  with  fcales :  but  thofe  at  the  Cape  have 
really  none^  though  the  numberlefs  fcratches  and 
fears  on  his  hide,  make  him  look  at  a  diftance  as 
if  fenced  with  fcales.  His  mouth  rcfembles  that 
of  a  hog,  and  upon  his  fnout  grows  a  folid  dark 
grey  horn  near  two  feet  long,  fomewhat  bent,  with 
which,  when  he  is  angry,  he  will  tear  up  the 
ground,  and  throw  Hones  a  great  way  over  his 
head  ;  and  on  his  forehead  is  another  horn,  about 
fix  inches  in  length,  hollow,  and  in  the  form  of 
a  half  bowl  inverted.  His  ears  are  fmall,  and  his 
legs  fhorter  than  thofe  of  the  elephant.  With 
this  animal  he  is  at  perpetual  enmity,  and  when- 
ever he  furprifcs  him,  he  rips  open  his  belly  with 
the  horn  on  his  fnout.  He  catches  the  fcent  of 
any  creature  that  is  to  windward  of  him,  and 
marches  towards  it  on  a  right  line,  grunting  and 
tearing  his  way  throw  all  oppolition  of  trees  and 
bufhes.  He  never  attacks  a  man  unjjrovoked,  un- 
Icfs  he  wears  a  red  coat,  in  which  cafe  he  rends  and 
deltroys  every  thing  that  ftands  between  him  and 
the  object  of  his  rage  ;  if  he  feizes  him,  he  throws 
him  over  his  head  with  great  violence,  and  then 
feeds  upon  him  by  licking  his  flelh  olf  the  bone* 
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with  his  rough  and  prickly  tongue.  His  eyes 
are  very  fmall^and  he  only  fees  llraight  forward  ; 
he  is  pretty  fwift  of  foot,  but  very  flow  and  auk- 
ward  of  turning.  The  way  therefore  to  avoid 
him,  is  to  fufFer  him  to  come  within  eight  or  ten 
paces  of  you,  and  then  to  flip  a  few  paces  afide, 
hy  which  means  he  iofes  fight  of  you,  and  it  cofts 
him  a  great  deal  of  aukward  trouble  to  get  you 
again  in  view.  This  I  have  more  than  once  ex- 
perienced. He  feeds  chiefly  on  flirubs,  broom, 
and  thiftles. 

The  buffaloes  of  the  Cape  are  larger  than  thofe 
of  Europe,  and  of  a  brown  red.  Their  horns  are 
ihort,  and  their  fkin  fo  hard  and  tough,  that  it  is 
difficult  to  kill  them  without  very  good  fire-arras. 
They  are  alfo  enraged  at  the  fight  of  any  thing 
red,  and  at  the  difcharge  of  a  gun  near  them  ;  on 
thefe  occafions  they  roar,  fiamp,  tear  the  ground, 
and  run  with  fury  at  the  offending  party. 

The  elks  of  the  cape  are  generally  five  feet 
high.  Their  heads  referable  that  of  the  hart,  and 
are  very  fmall.  The  horns  are  about  a  foot  long 
and  twifl:ed ;  but  the  ends  are  llrait,  fmooth,  and 
and  pomted.  The  neck  is  flender  and  very  beau- 
tiful, and  the  hair  on  their  body  fmooth,  foft, 
and  of  an  afli-colour.  The  legs  are  long,  and 
Hender,  and  the  tail  about  a  foot  in  length.  The 
flelh  taftes  like  good  beef:  and  they  climb  the 
highefl:  and  rougheft  rocks  with  furprizing  dif- 
patch  and  fecurity. 

The  wild  alfes  of  the  Cape  are  very  beautiful 
creatures.  They  are  of  the  fize  of  an  ordinary 
faddle  horfe,  and  referable  an  afs  in  nothing  but 
the  length  of  their  ears.  The  legs  of  this  ani- 
mal are  flender  and  well  proportioned,  and  the 
hair  of  his  body  is  foft  and  fleek.  On  the  ridge 
of  his  back  a  black  fl:reak  extends  from  his  mane 
to  his  tail,  and  on  each  fide  are  a  great  ma- 
ny ftreaks  of  various  colours,  that  meet  under  his 
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hiWy  in  fo  manj^  circles  :  fome  are  white,  and  fome 
yellow,  and  foine  of  a  chefout-colour  ;  and  thefe 
colours  lofe  themfelves  in  one  another,  in  a  very  beau- 
tiful manner.  His  head,  ears,  mane,  and  tail,  are 
alfo  ftreaked  with  the  fame  variety.  He  is  fo  fwift 
that,  I  am  apt  to  believe,  there  is  not  a  horfe  in 
the  world  that  can  keep  up  with  him. 

The  roe- buck  in  the  Cape  countries  are  like 
thofe  of  Europe. 

The  goats  are  of  feveral  fpecies.  Befides  thole 
which  refemble  the  European,  they  have  fome  of 
a  fine  blue,  with  long  beards  of  the  fame  colour. 
They  are  all  of  the  fize  of  an  European  hart. 
Their  horns  run  curioufly  up  in  rings,  till  withia 
a  little  of  the  point,  and  their  legs  are  long. 
Their  fiefli  is  well-tafted,    but  feldom  fat. 

The  fpotted  goats  are  very  numerous,  there  be- 
ing fometimes  above  a  thoufand  in  a  herd.  They 
are  covered  with  red,  white,  and  brown  foots,  and 
are  of  the  fame  fize  as  the  blue  goats.  Their  horns, 
which  are  about  a  foot  long,  incline  backwards, 
and  run  up  twifting  to  the  middle,  and  from  thence 
to  the  end  are  ftraight  and  fmooth.  Their  beards 
are  of  a  brown  red,  and  very  long  ;  and  their  legs 
are  well  proportioned.  Their  fielh  has  the  talte 
of  venifon. 

There  is  another  kind  of  goat,  which  lias  a 
very  beautiful  head,  adorned  with  a  couple  of 
fmooth,  bending,  pointed  horns,  three  feet  long, 
extendng  towards  the  back.  From  his  forehead 
to  his  tail  runs  a  white  ftreak,  which  is  eroded 
at  the  (houlders  by  another  ;  like>vife  another 
white  ftreak  croITes  the  middle  of  the  back, 
and  extends  on  both  fides  to  the  belly;  and  a 
third  croIFes  it  above  the  buttocks,  and  runs  down 
them.  The  hair  on  all  the  other  parts  of  the  body 
is  greyifh  with  little  touches  of  red,  only  that  of 
the  belly  approaches  to  a  white.  His  beard  is 
grey  and  his  legs  long. 
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The  earth  hogs  in  the  Hottentot  countries  are 
not  uniilce  the^iogs  in  Europe^  only  they  arelome- 
u  hat  red  ;  their  heads  are  longer,  their  fnouts  more 
pointed,  and  they  are  quite  toothlel's.  1  he  tongue 
of  this  animal  is  very  long  and  Iharp.  When  he 
is  hungry  he  looks  out  tor  an  ant-hill,  and  placing 
liimreh  near  it,  he  ftretches  out  his  tongue  to  a 
great  length,  when  the  ants  mount  upon  it  m  vaft 
numbers,  where  they  are  held  by  a  glutinous  mat- 
ter; and  when  it  is  well  covered,  he  draws  it  in, 
fwallovvs  them,  and  then  lays  out  his  tongue  tor 
more.  His  legs  are  long  and  ilrong.  He  fcratches 
boles  in  the  ground,  in  which  he  hides  himfelf,  and 
is  very  expeditious  at  this  work.  If  he  gets  but 
his  head  and  foie-legs  into  the  earth,  he  holds  fo 
fait,  that  the  ftrongeft  man  cannot  pull  him  out. 
His  flelli  tafies  much  like  that  of  a  wild  hog. 

The  porcupines  of  the  Cape  are  about  two  feet 
bigh,  and  three  long.  The  body  of  this  animal 
is  armed  with  a  fort  of  black  and  white  quills 
very  fliarp  at  the  out  points,  aild  not  unlike  goofe 
quills  ftripped  of  the  feathers.  Thofe  on  his  back 
are  about  lix  inches  long  ;  but  the  longeft  are  on 
his  hind  parts  :  and  theie  he  darts  at  his  purfuer, 
whether  man  or  bcaft  ;  but  never  does  it  till  they 
are  pretty  near  him,  and  fometimes  does  it  fo  ef- 
fedtuaily  that  they  ftick  in  the  fielh,  and  caufe  a 
violent  pain  and  inflammation.  His  head  and , 
feet  are  like  thofe  of  a  hare,  and  his  earsrefemble 
thofe  of  a  man.  His  flelh  is  wholefome  and  well 
taited.  This  animal  does  great  mifchief  in  the  gar- 
dens ;  and  therefore,  when  the  breach  is  difcovered 
hy  which  he  enters  them,  a  nuiiliet  is  planted 
againft  it  charged  and  cocked  :  to  the  trigger  is 
tied  a  firing,  which  runs  clofe  along  by  the  barrel 
to  the  muzzle,  where  a  carrot  or  turnip  is  faftened. 
1  he  porcupine  on  feizing  this  bait,  pulis  the  trig- 
ger, and  is  ihot. 
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The  baboons  at  the  Cape  are  very  numerous,  and 
frequently  enters  gardens  and  orchards,  they  be- 
ing great  lovers  of  fruit.  On  their  entering  them, 
they  let  a  party  to  watch  upon  the  fences,  and  a 
number  of  them  begin  to  ftrip  trees,  while  tlie  reft 
Hand  at  a  diftance  from  each  other,  in  a  line  from 
the  orchard  or  garden,  to  the  place  of  rendezvous 
on  the  mountains.  The  fruit,  as  it  is  gathered,  is 
tofTed  to  the  baboon  at  the  head  of  the  line,  and  it 
immediately  pa/Tes  from  hand  to  hand,  up  to  the 
mountains  ;  they  being  fo  very  nimble  and  quick 
lighted,  as  hardly  ever  to  fail  catching  in  their 
paws  the  fruit  that  is  thrown  to  them.  All  this  is 
done  with  great  lilence  and  difpatch.  When  the 
baboons  upon  the  watch  difcover  any  body  ap- 
proaching, they  give  a  loud  cry,  and  the  whole 
troop  fcowers  away  as  if  deftru6tion  was  at  their 
heels,  the  young  ones  jumping  up  on  the  backs  of 
their  mothers.  It  is  fuppofed  they  punilh  neglect 
in  the  fentinels  with  death  ;  for  when  they  are 
taken  or  (hot  before  the  alarm  is  given,  a  quarrel- 
Img  noile  is  heard  among  them  at  their  getting 
back  to  the  mountains,  and  it  is  not  uncomnrion  to 
find  the  bodies  of  fome  of  them  torn  to  pieces  on 
the  way. 

One  of  the  men.  extraordinary  animals  at  the 
Cape  is  called  by  the  Dutch  ftinkbingfem,  or  ftink- 
box  ;  ftinking  being  the  grand  defence  nature  has 
given  this  creature  againll  all  its  enemies.  It  is 
fhapcd  like  a  feiret,  and  is  about  the  fize  of  a  mid- 
dling dog.  When  its  purfuer,  whether  man  or 
bealt,  is  come  pretty  near  it  pours  from  its  tail  ^o 
horrid  a  ftench,  that  it  is  impollible  to  endure  it. 
A  man  is  almoft  knocked  down  by  it  before  he  can 
getaway;  and  adog  orothcranimal,  is  lb  ftrangely 
confounded  by  it,  that  he  is  obliged  every  minute 
to  flop  to  rub  his  nofe  in  the  grafs,  or  againft  a 
tree.  The  ftinkbingfem  having  thus  flopped  his 
purfuer,  gets  a  great  way  a  head  of  him' before  the 
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chace  can  be  renewed  ;  and  if  he  comes  up  with 
him  a  fecond  time,  he  gives  him  another  dofe,  and 
by  that  means  efcapes  again.  Thus  he  proceeds 
till  his  purfuer  is  ftunk  out  of  the  field.  This  ani- 
mal is  fometimes  fhot  by  the  Europeans,  but  they 
are  obliged  to  fufFer  it  to  lie  till  it  rots ;  for  it  is  na 
fooner  dead,  than  its  body  contracts  fuch  a  nau- 
feous  fmell,  that  if  you  do  but  touch  it  with 
your  fiiigers,  they  retain  a  ftench  that  you  can 
neither  endure,  nor  ealily  get  off  by  any  kind  of 
wafhing. 

Befides  thefe,  there  are  many  other  quadrupeds 
at  the  Cape,  fome  of  which  are  well  known  in 
Europe  j  and  the  reft,  which  are  common  to  other 
hot  countries^  have  frequently  been  defcribed  by 
travellers. 

There  are  in  this  country  many  of  the  birds 
common  in  Europe  ;  as  eagles,  hawks,  geefe,  pige- 
ons, fparrows,  fwallows,  black  birds,  owls,  phea- 
fants,  fnipes,  and  a  multitude  of  others.  The 
flamingos  of  the  Cape  are  larger  than  fwans,  and 
their  necks  much  longer.  The  bill  is  crooked, 
furnifhed  with  Ihort  fharp  teeth,  and  is  of  a  dark 
blue.  The  head  and  neck  are  white  :  but  the 
lower  parts  of  the  wing  feathers  are  black,  and 
the  upper  parts  of  a  flame  colour.  The  legs,  which 
are  as  long  again  as  thofe  of  a  ftork,  are  of  an 
orange  colour,  and  the  feet  refemble  thofe  of  a 
goofe.  The  flefh  is  well  tafted,  and  the  tongue, 
which  is  large  and  fat,  eats  like  marrow. 

Oft  riches  are  fo  numerous,  that  a  man  can  hardly 
walk  a  quarter  of  an  hour  in  the  country  without 
feeing  one  or  more  of  them.  The  feathers  of  fome 
are  black,  and  of  others  vvhite.  The  head  is  very 
fmall  in  proportion  to  the  body,  which  is  the 
largeft  in  the  feathered  world.  The  neck  is  long, 
the  legs  thick  and  of  great  ftrength  ;  and  the  feet, 
which  are  cloven,  refemble  thofe  of  a  goat.  The 
weight  of  the  oftrich's  body  prevents  her  being 


THE  CAPE   OF   GOOD    HOPE.  57 

able  to  fly  i  but  when  flie  fees  herfelf  in  danger  fhe 
runs,  and  promotes  her  fpeed  by  clapping  her 
wings,  proceeding  with  fuch  fwiftnefs,  that  a  man 
muit  be  well  mounted  to  overtake  her.  If  Ihe 
finds  ihe  cannot  efcape  her  purfuer,  flie  hides  her 
head,  and  ftands  ftock  ftill,  till  Ihe  is  (hot  orfeized. 
Oftriches  will  fwallow  pebbles,  or  pieces  of  iron, 
but  void  them  whole,  without  any  remarkable 
change.  They  areeafily  tamed,  and  their  eggs  are 
fo  large,  that  one  of  them  will  give  a  pretty  good 
meal  to  three  or  four  perfons.  The  oftriches  at 
the  Cape  do  not  leave  their  eggs  to  be  hatched  in 
the  fun  ;  for  the  male  and  female  fit  upon  them 
by  turns.  They  lay  them  in  the  fand  ;  but  if  any 
one  touches  them,  even  without  doing  them  the 
leaft  hurt,  the  oftrich  will  forfake  them  The 
young  ones  are  not  able  to  walk  till  fome  time 
after  they  are  out  of  the  fhell,  and  are  therefore 
attended  by  the  old  one  till  they  are  in  a  condition 
to  take  care  of  themfelves. 

The  edolio  perfe6lly  agrees  with  the  European 
cuckoo,  and  is  moftly  feen  in  high  trees  and  thick- 
ets. In  fine  weather  it  diftin6tly  repeats,  in  alow 
melancholy  tone,  "  edolio,  edolio;"  and  this  is  all 
its  fong. 

Among  the  reptiles  at  the  Cape  there  are  feve- 
ral  forts  offerpents,  of  which  the  tree  ferpentfeems 
one  of  the  moft  lingular.  It  is  about  two  yards 
Jong,  and  three  quarters  of  an  inch  thick.  This 
ferpent  winds  itfclf  about  the  branches  of  trees  in 
fuch  a  manner  as  hardly  to  be  diftinguidicd  from 
them.  All  the  dilfercncc  in  point  of  colour  is  its 
being  a  little  fpeckled.  While  perf)ns  are  gazing 
at  the  tree,  it  darts  its  head  in  their  faces,  and 
fometimes  wounds  them.  It  immediately  draw^ 
its  head  in  again,  and  always  endeavours  to  aban- 
don the  tree;  but  it  defcends  fo  (lowly,  that  it  h 
ejifily  killed  ba^fore  it  comes  to  the  ground. 

VOL.    IV.  H 
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-  The  dipfas.  Or  thirft-ferpent,  is  fo  called  frbrti 
its  bite  can  fin  g.^  burning  thirft.  It  is  frequently 
to  be  met  with  in  the  Cape  countries,  and  is  about 
three  quarters  of  a  yard  long. 

The  afp  is  of  an  alh  colour,  fpeckled  with  red 
and  yellow.  The  head  and  neck  are  very  broad; 
the  eyes  are  flat,  and  funk  in  the  head  ;  and  near 
each  of  them  grows  a  fielhy  protuberance.  They 
are  of  various  lengths,  ^nd  fome  of  them  feveral 
yards  long. 

The  Cape  hair-ferpent  is  about  a  yard  long,- 
and  three  quarters  of  an  inch  thick.  It  is  more 
dangerous  than  any  of  the  other  ferpents,  its  bite 
caufing  immediate  death,  unlefs  there  be  a  remedy 
at  hand. 

Scorpions  are  very  numerous  at  the  Cape,  and 
harbour  moftly  among  the  Hones  ;  on  which  ac- 
count the  Europeans  are  very  cautious  of  remov- 
ing the  ftones  with  their  hands,  for  fearof  being 
flung.  Their  fling  caufes  intolerable  pain,  and 
frequently  endangers  life.  A  Cape  fcorpion  is 
from  two  and  a  half  to  three  inches  long,  of  a 
dark  green,  fpeckled  with  black.  It  refembles  a 
cray-fifli,  only  its  tail  is  longer  and  narrower. 

Among  the  amphibious  animals  are  the  fea-^ 
cow  and  turtle,  which  are  efleemed  great  dain- 
ties. 

They  have  fi(h  at  the  Cape  in  great  plenty  ; 
whales,  porpoifes,  pilot-filh,  Iharks,  flying-fifli, 
pike,  barbels,  carp,  eels,  lobfters,  crabs,  oyllers, 
and  many  other  kinds. 

There  are  feveral  forts  of  fea  jiiails,  among 
which  the  nautilus,  or  pearl-fnail,  is  moft  worthy 
of  notice.  It  is  no  fniall  pleafure  to  obferve  them 
on  the  furface  of  the  water  in  calm  weather,  when 
their  fliells  ferve  them  as  boats.  They  ereft  their 
^eads  confiderably  above  thefe  natural  vellels,  and 
fpreading  out  a  kind  of  fail  with  which  nature  has 
furnifhed  them,  move  along  in  a  manner  very  di- 
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verting,  to  the  fpe(5lator.  If  when  they  fail  they 
find  they  are  in  danger,  they  draw  themfelves 
clofe  into  their  fhells  and  fink  out  jof  fight.  Many 
of  thefe  ibells  will  hold  near  a  quart,  and  are  ufed 
at  the  Cape  as  drinking  cups.  The  Cape  Euro- 
peans put  to  them  a  foot  of  filver,  ivory,  or  wood, 
and  ibrae  are  curioufly  embelifiied  with  ornaments 
engrayed  on  the  outfide. 

Having  difpatched  the  hiftory  of  the  Hottentots, 
I  ftiall  give  an  account  of  the  Cape-Town,  which 
extends  from  the  fea-lKore  to  the  valley,  and  is 
large  and  regularly  built,  jcoritdining  feycral  fpaci- 
pus  ftreets,  with  handfonje  houfes,  which  have 
large  courts  in  the  front,  and  beautiful  gardens 
)behind  them.  The  ftreets,  the  court-yards,  the 
houfes,  and  every  thing  in  them  are  extremely 
neat  and  clean.  The  houfes  are  of  ftone;  but 
mofl:  of  them  are  only  one  ftory  high,  and  none 
more  than  two,  on  account  of  the  violence  of  the 
eafterly  wind;  and  forthefamereafonmofi;oftheni 
are  only  thatched. 

Building  at  the  Cape  is  very  much  encouraged 
by  the  Dutch  Eaft-lndia  Company;  for  if  any 
man  has  a  mind  to  build  a  houfe,  whether  conti- 
guous to  the  town,  or  in  the  country,  he  has  ground 
allotted  to  him  gratis,  extenfive  enough  for  a  court- 
yard, out- houfes,    garden,  &c. 

The  caftle  is  a  very  ftrong  and  llately  edifice, 
pf  a  large  extent,  provided  with  all  manner  of 
accommodation  for  the  garrifon,  which  confiflis  of 
about  2QO  foldiers.  It  covers  the  harbour,  and  is 
an  excellent  fortrefs.  The  fuperior  officers  of  the 
company  have  here  very  fpacious  and  beautiful 
lodgings  ;  and  within  it  are  the  company's  fi:ore- 
houfes,  which  arc  large,  handfome,  and  commo- 
dious. 

The  church  is  a  plain,  neat  edifice,  built  of 
flpne  ;  but  both  the  body  and  fteeple  are  thatched. 
There  is  an  hofpital  in  the  town  for  the  fick,  fituat- 
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ed  neair  the  company's  garden,  and  large  en oiiglr 
to  acconimodatfi  feveral  hundred  patients.  This  is 
of  excellent  ufe,  as  fcarcely  any  fliip  arrives  at  the 
Cape,  either  from  Europe  or  the  Indies,  without 
having  a  conliderable  number  of  lick  on  board  :• 
and  the  vefTel  is  no  fooner  at  anchor  than  the  dif- 
eafed  are  conveyed  to  the  hofpital,  where  they  are 
decently  lodged,  and  fupplied  with  vegetables,- 
frefli  provilions,  and  medicines.  Thofe  who  are 
able  to  walk  about  have  the  liberty  of  the  com- 
pany's garden,  from  which  the  hofpital  isfurnifhed 
v/ith  roots  and  herbs.  This  garden  is  perhaps  the 
molt  extraordinary  in  the  world,  it  containing  all 
the  rich  fruits,  the  beautiful  flowers,  and  njoft  of 
the  valuable  plants  that  are  produced  in  Alia, 
Africa,  and  America,  There  are  many  large  and 
line  gardens  about  the  town  belonging  to  the  in^ 
habitants,  which,  as  well  as  that  of  the  company, 
are  kept  in  excellent  order.  The  millions  of  flowers 
in  the  Cape  gardens  replenilh  the  air  with  the  moft 
delicious  perfumes. 

There  is  in  the  town  a  hirge  building  called  the 
Lodge,  for  the  ufe  of  the  company's  flaves,  who 
are  moftly  brought  from  Madagafcar.  It  is  divid- 
ed into  two  wards,  one  for  the  lodging  of  each 
fex,  and  provided  with  convenient  ftore  roomsy 
"with  a  large  room  in  which  the  Haves  receive  and 
eat  their  allowance,  and  a  ftrong  prifon,  wherein 
the  drunken  and  difbbedient  are  confined  and 
puniflied.  It  has  decent  apartments  for  the  offi-» 
cers  fet  over  the  flaves^  and  a  fchool  for  the  negroe 
children. 

The  company  has  alfo  a  very  handfome  range 
of  ftables,  capable  of  containing  ieveral  hundred 
horfes  ;  and  a  great  number  of  line  Perlian  horles 
are  kept  there,  for  the  lervice  of  the  Company 
and  the  ufe  of  the  Governor,  who  has  a  malter 
of  the  horfe,  and  under  mailer^  a  ladler,  coach^ 
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men,  and  grooms.     The  Governor's  body  coach'? 
man  is  efteemed  a  confiderable  perfon. 

The  Government  is  condu(3:ed  by  the  eight 
following  Councils.  Firft,  the  Grand  Council 
of  Policy,  which  conlifts  of  the  Governor,  who 
is  Prelident,  and  eight  others,  who  are  generally 
the  next  principal  officers  in  the  company's  fer- 
vice.  This  Council  has  the  care  of  trade  and 
navigation,  and  correfponds  not  only  with  the 
Court  of  Directors  in  Holland,  but  with  the 
Dutch  government  in  Batavia  and  Ceylon  ;  and 
they  have  the  management  of  every  thing  that  re» 
lates  to  the  fafety  and  intereft  of  the  fettlement. 

The  next  is  the  College  of  Juftice,  which  gene- 
rally confifts  of  the  lame  members  that  compofe 
the  Grand  Council.  This  Court  hears  and  deter- 
mines in  all  civil  and  criminal  cafes  of  moment 
that  happen  among  the  Europeans  at  the  Cape. 
But  if  an  European  who  is  not  in  the  Company's 
fervice  is  either  plaintiff  or  defendant,  the  three 
regent  Burgomafters,  who  are  magiltrates  annually 
chofen  out  of  fuch  as  are  not  in  the  Company's 
fervice,  affift  at  the  trial,  to  fee  that  there  is  no 
partial  judgment  given  on  the  Jide  of  the  Com- 
pany's fervant.  Appeals  lie  from  the  decrees 
of  this  Court  to  the  Supreme  Court  of  Jultice 
in  Batavia,  and  alfo  to  the  Supreme  Court  in 
Holland. 

A  third  is  a  Court  dependant  on  the  lafi,  for 
punifliing  breaches  of  the  peace,  and  detrrmining- 
trefpalfes  and  fmall  debts.  It  confifts  of  a  incmbcr 
of  the  Grand  Council,  three  of  the  Burghers,  and 
four  of  the  Company's  immediate  fervants.  ('opics 
of  all  the  proceedings  in  this  Court,  and  in  the 
College  of  Juftice,  are,  from  time  to  time,  trartf- 
mitted  to  Holland. 

The  fourth  is  the  Court  of  Marriages,  wiurh 
takes  care  that  all  contrails  of  marriage  among 
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the  Europeans  at  the  Cape  are  allowed  by  the 
parents  or  gii^/dians  of  both  parties,  and  that 
neither  party  is  under  any  engagement  or  pro- 
mife  of  marriage  to  another.  This  being  proved, 
a  warrant  is  granted  to  the  paftor  of  the  parilh 
where  the  parties  live,  authorifing  him  to  publifli 
the  bans  of  matrimony  from  his  pujpit  on  the 
three  following  Sundays ;  and  then,  if  no  perfon 
appears  to  forbid  the  bans,  to  join  the  parties 
in  marriage.  This  Court  confiils  of  the  fame 
members  with  the  petty  Court  already  mentioned. 

The  fifth  is  a  Chamber  of  orphans,  which  con- 
iilts  of  the  Vice^Prefident  of  the  Grand  Council, 
three  of  the  Company's  fervants,  and  three  of  the 
burghers.  Orphans  of  fortune  cannot  marry  at 
the  Cape  without  the  confent  of  this  Chamber,  till 
the  age  of  twenty-five. 

The  fixtli  is  the  Ecclefiaftipal  College,  fpr  the 
government  pf  the  Reformed  Churches  at  the 
Cape,  which  are  three  in  nuniber,  and  for  the 
proper  application  of  the  money  given  for  the  ufe 
of  the  poor.  It  confills  of  the  three  paftors,  the 
two  elders  of  each  church,  and  twelve  overfeers  of 
the  poor,  each  parifh  having  four.  So  careful  is 
this  Council  in  the  application  of  the  cliaritablp 
colleclions,  that  npt  a  beggar  is  to  be  fecn  in  all 
this  fettlement. 

In  every  colony  at  the  Cape  is  a  Court  of  Comr 
mon  Council,  cpnfifting  of  a  certain  number  of  the 
burghers.  In  the  Cape  town  this  Council  pro- 
pofes  matters  in  favour  of  the  burghers  to  the 
Grand  Council,  and  collect  the  taxes.  But  in  the 
colonies  they  hear  and  determine  upon  all  debts 
and  trafpaHes  not  exceeding  one  hundred  and 
fifty  florins  ;  and  alfq  try  and  punilh  moil:  crimes 
committed  within  their  jurifdi6fion. 

The  eighth  are  the  Boards  of  Militia,  one  for 
the  Cape  town,  and  the  other  for  the  colonic^, 
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1  have  now  given  an  account  of  the  moll  ma- 
terial circumftances  relating  to  the  nations  of  the 
Hottentots>  and  of  the  Dutch  fettlements  at  the 
Cape ;  and  fliall  therefore  only  add,  that  on  the 
9th  of  April,  1730,  I  embarked  on  board  the 
Company's  fliip,  the  Stadthoufe  for  Holland,  and 
after  an  agreeable  voyage,  in  which  nothing  re- 
markable happened,  arrived  on  the  22d  of  May, 
at  Amfterdam,  from  whence  I  had  the  pleafure  of 
returning  to  my  native  country. 
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Containing  an  account  of  their  various  adventures ;  a  defcription 
of  the  places  at  which  they  touched,  and  the  manners  of  th« 
natives,  until  their  arrival  at  Batavia,  when  their  veffels  are 
fei'zed,  and  the  crews  made  prifoners,  and  fent  to  Holland } 
where  they  obtain  ample  fatisfaftion.  i 


XILBOUT  the  year  1696,  Mr.  Roggeweiiii 
a  gentleman  of  the  province  of  Zealand,  formed 
a  projedi  for  difcovering  the  vaft  continent,  and 
the  many  iflands,  fuppofed  to  lie  in  the  fouthern 
part  of  the  globe,  which  he  prelented  to  the 
Dutch  Weft  India  Company,  who  afTured  him 
of  all  the  affiftance  he  could  defire,  as  foon  as 
their  affairs  would  permit ;  but  he  dying  foon  after, 
on  his  death -bed  recommended  to  his  fpn  the 
profecution  of  thefe  difcoveries-  The  young  gen- 
tleman, after  his  father's  deceafe,  became  counlellor 
in  the  court  of  juftice  at  Batavia,  whither  he 
v»'ent,  and  refided  there  many  years.  After  his 
return  from  the  Indies,  where  he  had  acquired 
an  handfome  fortune,  he  refolved  to  perform  the 
promife  he  had  made  to  his  father,  and  in  the 
year   1721,  prefentcd  a    memorial  to   the   Weil 
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India,  company,  which  immediately  gave  orders 
for  equipping  a  fquadron  of  three  iiiips,  viz.  the 
Eagle  of  thirty-fix  guns,  and  iii  men,  com- 
manded by  Capt.  Job  Coiner,  on  board  of  which 
emkarked  the  Commodore.  The  Tienhoven  of 
twenty-eight  guns,  and  loo  men,  commanded 
by  Capt.  James  Bowman  ;  and  the  African  galley 
of  fourteen  guns,  and  fixty  men,  commanded  by 
Capt.  Henry  Rofenthall.  This  fmall  fquadron 
failed  from  the  Texel  on  the  21ft  of  Auguft,  1721, 
with  a  fair  wind,  which  however  changed  the  next 
da'y,  and  obliged  them  to  Ipend  three  days  in 
beating  through  the  channel.  They  then  con- 
tinued their  courle  to  the  fouth-weft,  in  order  to 
gain  the  coaft  of  Barbary,  but  were  prevented 
by  a  violent  ftorm,  which  did  them  much  damage, 
and  was  fucceeded  by  afudden  calm,  during  which 
the  waves  ran  mountains  high,  when  one  of  their 
velTels  loft  her  main  top  and  mizen-maft,  and 
the  Eagle's  main-fail  yard  came  down  with  fuch 
force  by  the  rolling  of  the  fliip,  that  it  wounded 
feveral  people  upon  deck.  But  after  two  days 
the  wind  frelhened,  and  they  began  to  recover 
from  the  fatigues  they  had  fultained. 

During  this  time  they  continued  to  fteer  fouth- 
weft,  in  hopes  of  gaining  the  Canaries,  and  di- 
verted themfelves  with  obferving  the  manner  in 
which  the  flying-fifli  endeavours  to  efcape  its 
enemies  the albicores and  bonitos.  Theflying-filli 
is  not  much  bigger  than  an  herring,  and  the  hns, 
with  which  it  fljes,  aie  for  ftrength  and  texture 
not  unlike  the  wings  of  a  bat.  The  Dutch  (ailors 
el'tcetn  them  very  good  food,  and,  therefore,  are 
never  better  plealed  than  when  they  meet  with 
plenty  of  therji.  The  bonito  is  a  filh  about  two 
feet  long,  of  a  greyifti  colour,  and  finely  itreaked 
irom  the  head  to  the  tail  ;  but  the  flelh  is  dry, 
hard,  and  of  a  difagrceable  tafte.  The  albicorc 
refembles  the   boaito  in  every  thing  bat  its  fixe; 

Vol.   IV.  '  1 
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but  it  is,  generally  fpeaking,  five  or  fix  feet  long, 
and  fometimes  weighs  150  pounds. 

At  length  I5eing  in  the  latitude  of  28^.  while 
they  were  expecting  that  they  lliould  foon  fee  feme 
of  the  Canary  iilands,  the  man  at  the  mail  head 
informed  them  that  he  difcovered  a  fail,  which 
carried  Englifli  colours.  On  their  drawing  near 
enough  to  obferve  her  motions,  they  perceived 
that  Ihe  ftruck  her  colours  and  bore  away  from 
them.  But  in  an  hour's  t'me  ilie  appeared  again j 
with  four  fail  more  in  her  company,  which  fome- 
times  carried  white,  fometimes  black,  and  at  lall 
red  colours,  which  gave  reafon  tofufpe6l  that  they 
were  pirates.  The  commodore  immediately  made 
the  fignal  for  a  line  of  battle.  All  hands  were 
employed  in  making  a  clear  Ihip,  in  filling  gra- 
nades  and  preparing  for  the  engagement,  in  which 
they  were  lb  happy  as  to  have  the  advantage  of  thd 
w  ind.  The  pirates  immediately  drew  up  in  a  line, 
ftruck  their  red,  and  hoified  a  black  flag,  with  a 
death's  head  in  the  center,  a  powder  horn  over  it, 
and  two  bones  a-crofs  underneath.  In  an  hour's 
time  the  action  began.  The  pirates  fought  brifkly 
for  about  two  hours,  when  they  fprcad  all  the  can* 
■vafs  they  could,  and  crowded  away  as  fafi;  as  pofli- 
ble.  By  this  engagement  the  commodore  had  four 
killed,  and  nine  wounded,  and  in  the  other  fliips, 
there  were  feven  killed  and  twenty-fix  wounded. 
The  carpenters  were  now  fully  employed  in  flop- 
ping the  leaks,  and  repairing  the  damage  they  had 
received. 

On  the  15th  of  November  they  continued  their 
voyage,  and  arrived  in  fight  of  the  ifland  of  Ma- 
deira, which  aflfbrded  a  beautiful  profpe6t  at  a  dif- 
tance,  and  near  it  they  faw  a  defert  ifland,  much 
frequented  by  the  pirates.  They  had  likewife  a 
fight  of  the  pike  of  Teneriffe,  at  about  25  leagues 
diftance.  From  thefe  idands  they  continued  fteer- 
ing  fouth-wefl:>  for  thofe  of  Cape  Verd.     But  hav- 
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Ing  the  advantage  of  a  ftrong  north-eaft  wind, 
they  continued  their  courfe  for  fix  weeks,  without 
coming  to  an  anchor  or  handing  a  fail.  In  this 
long  paffage  they  had  fome  days,  in  which  the 
heat  was  almoft  infupportable,  and  the  crew  be- 
gan to  murmur  excellively,  on  accQunt  of  tlieir 
being  at  fhort  allowance  tor  water. 

This  foon  after  produced  a  very  extraordinary 
accident.  One  .of  the  fwabbers  being  exceeding 
thirfty,  got  down  into  the  hold  and  pierced  a 
cafk,  which  unluckily  proved  to  be  brandy  inftea4 
of  water,  of  which  be  drank  fo  heartily,  that  he 
was  foon  intoxicated  to  a  degree  of  madnefs.  lu 
this  condition  he  went  d^eftjy  into  the  cook-room, 
where  he  threw  down  <l  pan  of  greafe,  at  which 
the  cook  threatened  to  break  his  neck  ;  and  the 
other  replied  that  he  would  cut  his  throat  if  he 
fpoke  another  word,  and  drawing  his  knife  at  the 
fame  inftant,  ruflied  upon  him  without  the  lead  no- 
tice. Some  of  the  crew  immediately  gathered 
about  him,  and  at  laft  got  the  knife  out  of  the 
fellow's  hands,  but  not  before  he  had  drawn  it 
twice  or  thrice  acrofs  the  cook's  face.  For  this  the 
fellow  was  heartily  drubbed,  which  he  refentcd  to 
fuch  a  degree,  that  as  foon  as  be  had  got  loofe,  he 
took  up  a  knife  gnd  gave  himfelf  three  or  four 
ftabs  in  the  belly.  That  fuch  accidents  might  be 
prevented  for  the  future,  the  utmoft  care  was  ta- 
ken of  him  till  his  woupds  were  cured,  in  ordev 
to  make  him  a  public  exam])le  ;  and  after  his  re- 
covery, he  was  treated  in  the  following  manner. 
In  the  firft  place,  hp  was  declared  infamous  at  the 
fore-maft  ;  he  was  then  thrice  keel-hauled  ;  then 
hp  had  300  ftrokesupon  the  buttocks,  after  which 
he  had  his  right  hand  faftened  to  the  maft  with 
his  own  knife.  When  he  had  flood  in  this  condi- 
tion fome  minutes,  he  was  carried  to  the  ibre-caf- 
tle,  and  chained,  where,  for  a  certain  number  of 
days,  he  was  allowed  only  bread  and  water,  and 
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after  all  was  put  in  irons,  till  he  could  be  fet  oii 
ihore  in  the  iisft  barren  uninhabited  iiland  they 
came  to. 

They  continued  their  voyage,  till  they  ap- 
proached the  line,  when  they  were  greatly  incom- 
moded by  the  frequent  Ihifting  of  the  wind.  At 
the  fame  time  their  thirft  increafmg,  many  of  the 
ihip's  crew  were  ill  of  the  fcurvy,  and  when  they 
met  as  they  fome-times  did,  with  a  calm,  which 
rendered  the  heat  of  the  fun  greater  than  ordi- 
nary, fome  of  the  crew  became  quite  dill;ra61:ed, 
others  fell  into  high  fevers;  fome  had  fits  like  the 
falling  fici<:nefs,  and  moft  of  them  loft  their  appe- 
tite. Their  frefh  water,  as  it  grew  low,  not  only 
ftunck  abominably,  but  was  full  of  worms  ;  their 
fait  proviiions  being  in  a  manner  quite  fpoiled, 
ferved  only  to  increafe  their  drought,  and  they 
foon  found  that  exceflive  thirft  was  one  of  the 
greateft  miferies  incident  to  human  nature. 

About  this  time,  they  frequently  obferved  to- 
wards the  evening  that  the  fea  appeared  to  be  all 
on  fire,  as  if  covered  with  flaming  brimftone,  and 
taking  up  feveral  buckets  of  water,  when  it  was 
in  this  condition,  in  order  to  examine  it  the  more 
clofely,  it  was  found  to  be  full  of  an  infinite  num- 
ber of  fmall  globules  of  the  lize,  form,  and  colour 
of  pearls,  which  retained  their  luftre  for  fome 
time  after  they  were  held  in  the  hand  ;  and  on  be- 
ing prefTed  between  the  fingers,  appeared  to  be 
nothing  more  than  an  earthy  fat  fubftance.  Thefe 
globules, the  author*  imagines  to  be  nothing  more 
than  the  phlegmatic  and  grolfer  parts  of  the  falts, 
contained  in  the  water  concreted  by  the  exceflive 
heat  of  the  fun  in  calm  weather,  and  again  broken 
and  difperfed  by  the  motion  of  the  winds  and 
waves. 

*  The  gentleman  who  commanded  the  land  forces  on  board 
the  commodore. 
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.  At  length  they  palTed  the  line  with  the  lofs  only 
of  afingle  man,  who  died  of  a  high  fever.  When 
they  arrived  in  the  latitude  of  3°.  Ibuth,  they  met 
with  the  true  monfoon,  before  which  they  bore 
away  at  a  great  rate,  and  on  their  coming  into  6''. 
they  caught  a  number  of  dorados  and  dolphins: 

They  now  drew  near  Brafil,  and  pafTed  by  fome 
of  the  uninhabited  iflands  that  lie  on  the  coaft: 
Their  defign  was  to  have  anchored  at  the  ifland  of 
Grande  ;  but  finding  they  were  paft  it,  they 
continued  their  cburfe,  till  they  arrived  off  Porto 
in  the  latitude  of  24?.  fouth,  when  coming  to  an 
anchor,  fome  of  the  fhip's  company,  of  whom 
pur  author  was  one,  got  into  the  (hallop  to  go  on 
Ihore,  as  well  for  the  fake  of  getting  wood,  water, 
and  frelh  provifions,  as  in  order  to  bury  one  of  the 
feamen  ;  but  as  they  approached  the  land,  they 
faw  a  body  of  Portuguefe  well  armed,  moving 
along  the  coaft,  who  appeared  to  have  no  other 
defign  than  to  keep  them  from  landing,  and  as 
they  drew  nearer  they  beckoned  to  them  to  keep 
off,  threatening  to  fire  upon  them  if  they  attempted 
to  land  ;  but  upon  fliewing  them  the  dead  body, 
they  fuffered  them  to  go  on  fhore,  and  even  fhewed 
them  a  place  where  they  might  inter  it. 

As  the  Dutch  were  very  defirous  of  gaining  fome 
intelligence,  they  afked  may  queftions  about  the 
country,  to  which  they  could  obtain  no  c^her 
anfwer,  than  that  Porto  was  an  advanced  port  to 
St.  Sebaftian,  not  marked  in  the  chart,  and  that 
they  were  inhabitants  of  Rio  Janeiro,  which  lay 
about  eight  miles  off.  The  Dutch  then  endea^ 
voured  to  perfuade  them  to  go  ^:>n  board  their 
vefTels,  which  they  refufed,  apprehending  that 
they  were  pirates:  However,  ufing  the  warmcft 
intreaties,  and  giving  them  the  ftrongeft  aflbr- 
ances,  poffible  two  of  them  were  prevailed  upon 
to  goon  board,  where  they  were  very  kindly  re- 
peived.     And  had  prefents  made  them  of  clothes. 
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with  which  they  were  fo  pleafed,  that  they  pro- 
niifed  to  conduft  the  whole  fquadron  into  a  fafe 
port.  In  this  tftey  were  as  good  as  their  words, 
to  the  great  joy  of  the  failors,  who  were  almoft 
worn  out  with  fatigues,  and  in  a  manner  perifhed 
for  want  of  liquids. 

On  entering  the  harbour  of  Porto  to  the  fouth- 
weft,  all  the  coaft  along  which  they  failed  was 
very  high,  and  intermingled  with  mountains  and 
valleys,  overgrown  with  fhrubs.  The  town  of 
Porto  is  in  a  pleafiint  lituation  :  but  at  this  time 
there  were  no  inhabitants  there.  The  filh  and 
turtle  they  caught  were  of  an  exquifite  tafte,  fo 
that  moft  of  the  people  who  were  ill  of  the  fcurvy, 
amounting  to  about  forty,  began  to  recover  very 
fall;  but  after  Haying  there  about  two  days,  in 
which  they  took  in  a  fupply  of  wood  and  water, 
they  weighed  anchor,  and  continued  the  fame 
courfe  to  the  fouth-weft. 

After  failing  about  fix  leagues,  and  feeing  many 
fmali  iflands  at  a  diftance,  they  found  themfelves 
in  the  road  to  St.  Sebaftian;  but  the  very  inflant 
they  entered  the  mouth  of  the  river,  there  arofe  a 
ilorm  which  blew  with  fuch  violence,  that  for  fear 
of  being  driven  on  the  rocks  they  dropped  their 
anchors  and  waited  the  return  of  the  tide.  How- 
ever the  next  day  they  weighed,  entered  the  port^ 
and  came  to  an  anchor  before  the  town,  which 
they  faluted  thrice  with  feven,  five,  and  three 
guns  ;  but  without  receiving  the  leaft  anfwer, 
either  becaufe  the  Portuguefe  guns  were  not  in 
order,  or  becaufe  the  people  were  not  pleafed  with 
their  arrival,  as  fufpe6ling  that  they  were  little 
better  than  pirates. 

In  order  to  remove  thefe  doubts,  the  commodore 
wrote  a  letter  to  the  governor,  informing  him 
who  they  were,  and  defirlng  that  he  would  furnifh 
them  with  cattle,  herbs,  fruit,  wood,  and  water, 
for  ready  money;  and  alfo  requefting  as  a  favour. 
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that  his  excellency  would  allow  them  to  build  a 
few  huts  on  Ihore  for  the  refreihment  of  their  fick 
men.  The  governor  returned  for  anfwer  :  That 
as  he  was  ftibordinate  to  the  governor  of  Rio 
Janeiro,  it  was  out  of  his  power  to  comply  with 
this  requefti  but  that  he  would  difpatch  an  exprefs 
thither  immediately,  and  hoped  he  would  allow 
him  time  to  receive  an  anfwer.  The  Dutch  com- 
modore was  very  far  from  being  fatisfied  witfi 
this  letter,  and  therefore,  let  the  Portuguefe  go- 
vernor know,  that  as  he  was  very  willing  to  deal 
with  him  for  money,  fo  if  he  could  not  obtain 
what  he  wanted  by  fair  means,  he  fhould  be  oblig- 
ed, however  contrary  to  his  incliiiations,  to  take 
it  by  force.  However,  having  learned  that  there 
was  a  Francifcan  monaftery  in  the  town,  he,  at 
the  fame  time  that  he  difpatched  this  melTage,  fcnt 
to  acquaint  the  fathers  with  his  arrival,  and  accom- 
panied this  intelligence  with  a  prefent. 

It  happened  very  luckily,  that  in  this  monaftery 
there  was  one  father  Thomas,  a  native  of  Utrecht, 
who  immediately  came  on  board,  with  feveral 
of  the  monks.  This  honeft  Francifcan  was  fa 
delighted  at  the  fight  of  his  countrymen,  that  he 
declared  he  Ihould  now  die  in  peace,  he  having  for 
twenty-two  years  earneftly  wiflied  to  enjoy  this 
fatisfac^ion.  The  commodore  made  him  exceeding 
welcome,  and  gave  the  monks  whatever  they  defi- 
red  for  the  uCe  of  their  monaftery ;  however,  the 
prior,  who  was  one  of  thofe  who  came  on  board, 
intreated  him  to  have  patience  till  the  return  of 
the  exprefs  from  Rio  Janeiro,  promifing  to  ule 
all  his  intereft  with  the  governor,  in  order  to  pre- 
vail on  him  to  comply  with  his  demands,  and  they 
parted  very  well  fatisfied  with  each  other. 

In  the  mean  time  the  Portuguefe  came  down  in 
great  bodies  well  armed  to  the  coall,  and  pofted 
themfelves  in  thofe  places  where  they  imagined 
tlje  Dutch    fliallop, would  attempt  to  put  her  men 
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on  fhore,  and  on  the  approach  of  the  lliallop,  thie^ 
Portuguefe  firing  upon  them,  one  of  the  Dutch- 
men was  dangeroufly  wounded  in  the  Ihoulder, 
Upon  this  the  boat's  crew  returning  the  compli- 
oient  by  a  general  difcharge  of  their  fmall  arms, 
two  of  the  Portuguefe  fell,  at  feeing  which  the 
reft  made  a  precipitate  retreat,  when  the  Dutch 
immediately  landing,  filled  what  water  they  had 
occaiion  for,  and  then  returned  on  board. 

On  the  report  of  what  had  happened,  the  com- 
modore made  thenecellary  difpoiitions  for  attack- 
ing the  place,  and  ftationed  his  fhips  accordingly. 
The  fmalleft  was  ordered  in  as  near  the  town  as 
poffible.  The  Tienhoven  was  ordered  to  watch 
the  coaft,  and  the  commodore  anchored,  as  near 
as  he  could  to  the  convent,  as  if  he  had  intended 
to  beat  it  down  to  the  ground.  This  was,  how- 
ever, only  deligned  to  frighten  the  Portuguefe 
into  a  better  behaviour,  and  it  produced  the  defired. 
effe<5f.  For  foon  after  the  deputy  governor  came 
onboard,  and  entered  into  a  treaty,  by  which  he 
granted  all  that  had  been  aiked.  But  at  the  fame 
time  lliewed  much  diffidence  of  their  paying  for 
what  was  furnilhed  them.  Becaufe  having  lately 
treated  with  a  French  iliip  in  the  fame  manner, 
the  captain  at  his  departure  threatened  to  beat  the 
town  about  their  ears,  in  cafe  they  infifted  on  being 
paid  according  to  his  promife. 

The  fick  being  landed  on  theifland,  were  daily 
furnilhed  by  the  Portuguefe  with  beef  and  mut- 
ton, fowls,  herbs,  fruit,  and  whatever  elfe  they 
wanted.  The  fhip's  company  alfo  having  leave  to 
go  on  (liore,  foon  contrafted  an  acquaintance  with 
the  Portuguefe  ;  and  though  the  governor  had 
prohibited  any  kind  of  commerce,  on  the  fevereft 
penalties,  they  obtained  fugar,  tobacco,  brandy, 
and  whatever  elfe  they  defired  in  exchange  for 
European  goods  :  By  which  means  the  Portuguefe 
were  fo  well  fatisfied,  with  refpect  to  the  honefty 
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of  the  Dutch,  that  of  their  own  accord  they  brought 
back  all  the  rich  eifefts  that  had  been  carried 
away,  when  their  Ihips  firft  appeared  before  the 
town. 

St.  Sebaftian  is  fituated  in  24*^.  fouth  latitude, 
and  60°.  longitude  from  the  Fike  of  TenerifFe, 
where,  the  Dutch  conftantly  fix  their  firft  meridian. 
It  is  a  place  of  moderate  extent,  and  but  indiffer- 
ently fortified,  it  being  furrounded  with  palifadoes, 
and  furnifhed  only  with  a  few  pieces  of  cannon. 
The  church  is  however  a  very  beautiful  edifice. 
The  governor's  palace  is  a  magnificent  building. 
The  Francifcan  monaftery  (lands  on  the  fouth  fide 
of  the  town,  and  contains  about  thirty  monks,, 
who  live  there  very  commodioufly.  The  prior 
Ihewed  the  commodore,  and  the  reft  of  the  officers,. 
an  idol  which  had  been  worfliipped  by  the  ancient 
inhabitants  of  the  place.  This  was  a  ftatue  about 
four  feet  high,  reprefenting  a  creature  half  tyger 
and  half  lion.  It  was  faid  to  be  of  maffy  gold  ; 
but  the  author  fufpe6fed,  that  it  was  only  guilt. 
Its  feet  refembled  the  paws  of  a  lion  :  Its  head  was 
adorned  with  a  double  crown,  in  which  ftuck: 
twelve  Indian  darts,  one  of  them  on  each  fide  was 
broken  in  the  middle,  and  on  each  Ihoulder  was  a 
large  wing,  like  that  of  a  ftork.  Its  tail  was  very- 
long,  and  turned  three  or  four  times  round  the 
body  of  a  man,  who  was  completely  armed  after 
the  manner  of  the  country,  he  having  a  quiver  of 
arrows  at  his  back,  with  an  arrow  in  his  right  hand, 
and  a  bow  in  his  left.  The  Dutch  looked  upon 
this  idol  with  great  aftonilhment,  and  had  the 
pleafure  of  feeing  a  nun^erous  colle6tion  of  Euro- 
pean and  American  curiofities  that  were  in  the 
polfeflion  of  the  monks. 

But  how  well  fo  ever  the  Dutch  and  Portuguefe 
might  agree,  the  governor  was  far  from  being 
fatisfied  with  his  new  guells ;  for  having  learned 
that  the  dellgn  of  their  voyage  was  to  make  dif- 
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eoveries  to  the  fouth^  he  practifed  every  art  to 
hinder  and  diftrefs  them.  With  this  view  he  furnifli- 
td  them  with  provifions  only  from  day  today,  to 
prevent  their  adding  to  their  fea  ftores.  In, order 
to  put  them  in  fear  of  being  attacked,  he  talked 
of  five  Or  fix  men  of  war  coming  from  Rio  Janeiro^ 
and  actually  fent  for  the  only  fliip  that  was  then 
there,  to  come  to  St.  Sebaftian's.  The  commodore 
penetrating  into  his  views,  took  no  notice  of  them> 
but  compl}ing  exa(5fly  with  the  terms  ftipulated 
with  the  deputy  governor,  daily  faved  part  of  ths 
frefh  provifions,  which  heeaufed  to  befalted;  clean- 
ed and  repaired  hisfhips,  one  by  one,  and  took 
on  board  tobacco,  fugar,  and  whatever  elfe  he 
wanted,  till  he  thought  himfelf  in  a  condition  to 
eoritinue  his  voyage,  and  then  having  fully  fatislied 
the  governor  in  European  commodities,  made  him 
a  very  coniiderable  prefent.  The  governor  in 
I'eturn  fent  him  fome  black  cattle,  and  a  certificate 
of  his  integrity. 

Every  thing  being  thus  fettled  to  the  mutual 
fatisfa6tion  of  all  parties,  the  Dutch  commodore 
failed  with  his  fquadron,  keeping  ftill  to  the 
fouth  weft,  and  finding  a  defert  iiland  about  three 
leagues  from  the  coaft,  he  there  fet  on  Ihore  the 
fwabber  who  attempted  to  murdef  the  cook,  ac- 
cording to  the  fentence  palTed  upon  him. 

The  fquadron  after  leaving  the  coaft  of  Brafil, 
profecuted  their  voyage  very  happily  for  fome  time, 
by  continuing  always  within  forty  or  fifty  leagues 
of  the  American  Ihore;  by  which  the  men  enjoyed 
the  benefit  of  the  land  and  fea  winds,  whereas  if 
they  had  kept  farther  from  land,  they  would  in- 
fallibly have  fallen  in  with  the  weft  monfoon  ;  but 
on  the  21  ft  of  December,  when  they  were  in  the 
latitude  of  40.  fouth,  they  were  furprifed  by  a 
I'uuricane,  attended  with  thunder  and  lightening, 
V,  hich  left  them  no  other  refource  than  furling  their 
fails,  and  lying  at  the  mercy  of  the  wind  and  waves. 
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the  fea  running  fo  high  that  they  expe6ted  every 
moment  to  be  fwallowed  up.     In  this  ftorni  they 
were  feparated  from   the  Tienhoven,  and  did  not 
meet  with  her  again  for  three  months  after.     The 
violence  of  this  hurricane  lafted  about  four  hours  ; 
but  it  was  not  entirely  over  for  feveral  days.    The 
commodore  and  his  confort  the  African  galley,  now 
continued  their  courfe  to  the  foutli  fouth-weft,  till 
by  the  afliftance  of  the  land  winds  they  were  in  the 
height  of  the  ftreights  of  Magellan. 
"   They  at  this  time  difcovered  an  ifiand  of  near 
200  leagues  in   circumference,  at  about  fourfcore 
leagues  diftance  from  the  main  land  of  America, 
^nd  as  they  faw  no  fmoke,  nor  any  boat  or  other 
embarkation  on  the  coaft,  they   concluded   that 
it  was  uninhabited.     The  weft  coaft  of  this  ifland 
was  firft  difcovered   by  a  French  privateei,  who 
called  it  the  ifland  of  St.  Lewis;  but  the  Dutch 
afterwards  obferving  its  many  capes,  fancied  them 
to   be  fo   many   different   iflands,  and   thei-efore 
gave  them  the  name  of  the  New  Iflands.    Commo- 
dore Roggewein's  fquadron  was  the  firft  that  viewed 
the  ifland  round.     It  lies  in  latitude  52*^.  fouth, 
and  in  longitude  95^.     They  called  it  Belgia  Auf- 
tralis ;  becaufe  whenever  it  comes  to  be  inhabited, 
fiich  as  dwell  thereon  will  be  ftri(5fly  and  properly 
Antipodes,  to  the  inhabitants  of  the  Low  Coun- 
tries. 

The  land  appeared  extremely  beautiful,  and 
very  fertile  :  It  was  chet|uered  with  mountains  and 
valleys,  all  of  which  were  clothed  with  very  fine 
ftrait  trees  ;  the  verdure  of  the  meadows,  and  the 
freflmefs  of  the  woods,  afforded  a  moft  delightful 
profpe61:  ;  fo  that  the  fliips  companies  were  unani- 
moufly  of  opinion,  if  they  had  gone  on  fliore,  they 
fliould  have  found  excellent  fruit ;  but  the  commo- 
dore would  not  allow  them  to  land,  for  fear  of 
lofingtime,  and  from  an  apprehcnfion  that  any 
delay  might  hinder  his  getting  round  Cape  Horn. 
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He  therefore  cfeofe  to  defer  a  thorough  examination 
of  this  New  Country,  till  he  fliouid  return  from 
the  difcover  of  the  fouthern  continent  and  iflands  : 
But  as  he  was  obliged  to  return  home  with  his 
fquadron  by  the  Eaft-indies,  it  continued  in  a 
great  meafure  unknown.  The  commodore  after- 
wards much  regretted  his  not  laying  hold  of  that 
opportunity  of  fpending  a  few  days  there  ;  as  this 
might  perhaps  have  produced  the  fixing  a  colony 
upon  it,  by  which  means  many  other  con liderable 
difcoveries  might  in  a  ihort  time  have  been  con- 
veniently made. 

Quitting  this  ifland,  they  returned  to  the  mouth 
of  the  ftreights  of  Magellan,  and  then  continued 
their  courfe  to  the  fouth,  in  order  to  pals  the 
ftreights  of  Le  Maire.  In  their  way  they  faw  abun- 
dance of  whales  and  other  large  fiih. 

At  length  arriving  in  55''.  they  began  to  imagine 
that  they   could  not  be  far  from  the  mouth  of  the 
ftreights,  and  immediately  after  they  faw  Staten 
Land,  which  forms  one  fide  of  them.     Here  the 
fury  of  the  waves,  and  the  clalhing  of  contending 
currents,  gave  fuch  terrrible  fhocks  to  their  vellels, 
as  made  them  reel  in  fuch  a  manner,  that  they 
every  moment  expected  that  their  malls  would 
have  come  by  the  board.     In  this  fituation   they 
■would  fain  have  caft  anchor,  efpecially  when  they 
found  by  founding  that  the  bottom  was  very  good; 
but  the  weather  was  fo  rough  as  not  to  permit  it. 
They  palled  the  ftreights,  which   are  about  ten 
leagues  in  length,  with  a  fwiftnefs  not  to  be  ex- 
prelfed  ;  this  was  owing  to  the  force  of  the  current. 
The   currents  without  the  ftreights,  joined  to  a 
ftrong  weft  wind,  carried    them  far  to  the  fouth, 
and  that  they   might  be  fure  to  get  round  Cape 
Horn,  they  failed  as  high  as  the  latitude  of  62°.  30'. 
where  for   three   weeks   together,  they   fullained 
the  moft  dreadful  gufts  of  a  furious  weli  wind,   ac- 
companied with  hail,  fnow  and  the  moll  piercing 
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froft.  At  length  the  commodore  believing  that 
he  was  beyond  Cape  Horn,  fleered  to  the  north- 
ward, in  order  to  fall  in  with  the  coaft  of  Chili ; 
but  after  continuing  this  courfe  for  three  weeks 
longer,  and  feeing  no  land,  they  began  to  con- 
clude that  they  had  doubled  that  Cape,  but  had 
flood  away  northerly  too  foon.  However,  on 
the  loth  of  March  being  ih  the  latitude  of  37^. 
30.  they  difcovered,  to  their  great  joy,  the  long 
wiflied  for  coaft  of  Chili,  and  foon  after  anchored 
on  the  coafl  of  the  ifland  of  Mocha,  which  is 
about  three  leagues  from  the  continent. 

They  were  in  hopes  of  finding  on  this  ifland,  at 
leafl  a  part  of  the  refreftiments  they  wanted  ;  par- 
ticularly frefh  meat  and  herbs  ;  but  to  their  great 
furprize  weredifappointed,  it  being  entirely  aban- 
doned, all  its  inhabitants  having  tranfported  them- 
felves  to  the  main  land.  They  however  faw  a  mul- 
titude of  horfes  and  birds,  and  in  two  cabbins  near 
the  Ihore,  they  found  fome  dogs.  Upon  a  ftri^ter 
and  clofer  fearch,  they  difcovered  the  wreck  of  a 
Spanifli  fliip,  from  whence  they  concluded  that 
the  dogs  had  got  on  lliore :  and  as  to  the  horfes, 
they  fuppofed  that  they  were  left  there  to  graze, 
and  that  their  owners  came  at  certain  times  from 
the  main  land  to  take  them  up  as  they  had  occaiion 
for  them.  They  killed  abundance  of  geefe  and 
ducks;  traverfed  every  part  of  the  country,  and 
founded  along  the  coaft,  which  they  found  every 
where  extremely  rocky,  and  no  place  where  tliey 
could  anchor  with  fafety.  Upon  this  they  relblved 
to  put  to  fea  again  without  delay. 

They  continued  for  fome  time  on  the  coaft  of 
Chili,  in  hopes  of  meeting  with  a  port  where  tiiey 
might  anchor  with  fafety,  and  get  fome  refrefh- 
ments  ;  but  perceiving  the  Spaniards  every  where 
upon  their  guard,  they  ftcered  towards  the  ifland 
of  Juan  Fernandes,  and  where  juft  ready  to  enter 
the  harbour,  when,  to  their  great  furprize  they 
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faw  a  fhip  riding  there,  which  at  firft  fight  they 
conje6tured  was  either  a  Spanifh  veflel  of  force^  or 
a  French  interloper  ;  but  upon  more  mature  con- 
lideration,  concluded  ihe  mull  be  a  pirate.  While 
they  were  confulting  what  was  beft  to  be  done, 
they  obferved  the  fliallop  belonging  to  this  velTel 
making  towards  them,  with  a  Spanifh  flag,  upon 
■which  ihey  prepared  for  an  engagement ;  but  their 
amazement  is  not  to  be  defcribed,  when  on  its 
nearer  approach,  fome  of  the  failors  cried  out  that 
it  was  the  fliallop  of  the  Tienhoven  their  confort, 
Separated  from  them  three  months  before  in  the 
fiorm,  and  which  they  concluded  had  been  buried 
in  the  waves.  Captain  Bowman  himfelf  was  in  the 
Ihallop,  and  asfoon  as  he  was  on  board  the  Union, 
he  made  thefignal  agreed  on  with  his  own  fhip,  in 
order  to  acquaint  his  people  that  thefe  two  vefTels 
■were  their  conforts  ;  fo  that  entering  into  the  har- 
bour they  reciprocally  faluted  each  other  with  five 
pieces  of  cannon.  ' 

AsJbon  as  he  had  leifure  to  enter  into  particu- 
lars, the  captain  gave  them  an  account  of  all  that 
had  happened  lince  their  reparation  ;  the  dangers 
he  had  run  through  in  pafling  the  ftreights  of  Ma- 
gellan, the  ftorms  and  tempefts  he  had  met  with, 
and  acknowledged,  that  concluding  the  commo- 
dore and  the  African  galley  were  both  loft,  he 
never  expe6led  to  fee  them  more.  He  alfo  informed 
them,  that  his  fliip  was  in  a  very  bad  condition, 
and  had  arrived  at  Juan  Fernandes  only  in  the  even- 
ing before.  The  captains  afterwards  dined  very 
chearfully  together  on  board  the  Tienhoven,  where 
they  commiferated  their  paft  misfortunes,  and  re- 
joiced at  their  prefent  meeting  in  fafety. 

As  foon  as  the  (hips  were  brought  to  an  anchor, 
they  hoifted  out  their  fliailops  in  order  to  fend  their 
fick  on  fliore,  and  to  fearch  for  provifions  and  re- 
frefhments ;  and  the  men  were  no  fooncr  landed, 
than  they  built  up  huts  for  the  fick  with  gx^ix 
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boughs.  Commodore  Roggewein  having  atten- 
tively confidered  the  advantageous  fituation,  and 
the  many  conveniencies  this  beautiful  ifland  af- 
forded, immediately  conceived  a  defign  of  fettling 
iti  as  the  moft  proper  place  that  could  be  thought 
of  for  affording  fhelter  and  refrefliment  to  (hips 
bound  to  the  fouthern  land  ;  and  he  was  particu- 
larly encouraged  to  perfevere  in  this  defign,  from 
the  confideration  of  the  fertility  of  the  ifland.  But 
this,  like  the  fettlejiient  of  Belgia  Auftralis,  was 
put  off  till  their  return,  by  which  means  neither 
of  thefe  i Hands  were  fettled  at  all. 

Mr.  Roggewein  on  his  leaving  Juan  Fernandes, 
propofed  to  vifit  a  fouthern  continent  faid  to  have 
been  difcovered  by  Captain  Davis  in  the  year  1680, 
and  having  the  benefit  of  a  fouth-eaftmonfoon, 
foon  arrived  in  the  latitude  of  28  deg.  and  in  251 
deg,  longitude,  where  he  expe(5led  to  have  met 
with  Davis's  land,  of  which  every  perfon  on  board 
had  the  greateft  hopes,  when  they  perceived  abun- 
dance of  fowls  flying,  and  obierved  the  frequent 
fhifting  of  the  winds,  both  of  which  are  confidered 
as  certain  figns  of  land.  Some  of  the  company 
even  flattered  themfelves  that  they  faw  it  ;  but  to 
the  great  mortification  of  the  commodore,  no  fuch 
land  was  to  be  found,  which  indeed  was  no  wonder, 
as  according  to  Mr.  Wafer's  defcription  of  it,  he 
fought  it  near  lo"^.  too  far  to  the  well. 

Having  failed  12".  wefl^  flill  in  fight  of  a  vaft 
number  of  birds,  they  arrived  on  the  coaft  of  a 
fiiudl  ifland  about  fixtecn  leagues  in  extent,  and  as 
they  difcovered  it  on  Ealler-day,  they  called  it 
Palish,  or  Eafler  ifland.  The  African  galley  being 
the  fmallell,  and  beft  failor,  went  firll  to  examine 
this  new  country,  and  reported,  that  it  appeared 
not  only  very  fertile,  but  well  inhabited,  fince  the 
crew  had  fee n  abundance  offmokeinall  parts  of 
the  illand.  This  news  gave  great  joy  to  tiie  com- 
modore. The  next  day  they  fpent  in  looking  for  a 
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port,  when  being  about  two  miles  from  the  fhore^ 
an  Indian  came  off  to  them  in  his  canoe  ;  they  made 
figns  to  him  to' come  on  board,  which  he  very  rea- 
dily did,  and  was  well  received.  As  he  was  naked, 
the  firft  prefent  they  made  him  was  a  piece  of  cloth 
to  cover  him,  after  which  they  gave  him  pieces  of 
coral,  beads,  and  other  baubles,  which,  together 
with  a  dried  fifli  he  hung  about  his  neck.  His  body 
was  painted  all  over  with  a  variety  of  figures  :  his 
natural  complexion  appeared  to  be  a  dark  brown, 
and  his  ears  were  fo  cxceflively  large  and  long, 
that  they  reached  to  his  Ihoulders,  which  was 
no  doubt  occalioned  by  the  wearing  of  heavy  ear- 
rings that  had  thus  extended  them.  He  was  tall, 
well  made,  robuft,  and  of  a  countenance  expreffive 
of  great  happinefs.  He  was  brilk,  a(51:ive,  and  by  his 
geltures,  and  manner  of  fpeaking,  appeared  to  be 
of  a  merry  difpofition.  They  gave  him  a  glafs  of 
wine  to  drink,  which  he  threw  away  in  a  manner 
that  furprifed  them.  Our  author  fuppofes  that  he 
was  afraid  of  being  poifoned  ;  but  perhaps  his  be- 
ing ufed  to  water,  might  render  the  fmell  of  that 
liquor  offenfive.  They  next  clothed  him  from 
head  to  foot,  and  put  a  hat  upon  his  head,  with 
which  he  was  not  at  all  pleafed  ;  but  appeared 
aukward  and  uncafy.  They  then  gave  him  food, 
which  he  eat  heartily,  but  could  not  be  perfuaded 
to  ufe  either  knife  or  fork.  Upon  their  ordering 
the  mufic  to  play,  he  feemed  extremely  delighted, 
and  whenever  they  took  him  by  the  hand,  would 
leap  and  dance. 

Finding  it  impoffible  to  come  to  an  anchor  that 
day,  they  thought  proper  to  fend  off  the  Indian, 
and,  to  encourage  others,  allowed  him  to  keep 
what  he  had  got  ;  but  to  their  great  furprize,  they 
found  that  the  poor  creature  had  no  mind  to  go. 
He  looked  at  them  with  regret,  and  held  up  both 
his  hands  towards  his  native  ifland,  crying  in  a 
very  audible  voice,  Odorroga  !  Odorroga  !  Odor- 
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roga  !  and  they  had  much  ado  to  make  him  get 
into  the  canoe  ;  he  plainly  ihewing  by  his  figns, 
that  he  had  much  rather  they  would  have  carried 
him  away  in  their  Ihip. 

By  day  break  the  next  morning  they  entered  a 
gulph,  on  the  fouth-eaft  fide  of  the  ifland,  when 
great  multitudes  of  the  inhabitants  came  down  ta 
meet  them,  bringing  vaft  quantities  of  fowls  and 
roots ;  many  came  on  board  with  thefe  provifions. 
while  the  reft  ran  about  from  place  to  place.  As 
the  (hip  drew  nearer,  they  crowded  down  to  the 
Ihore,  in  order  to  have  the  better  view  of  them, 
and  at  the  fame  time  lighted  fires,  and  offered  fa- 
crifices  to  their  idols,  abundance  of  which  were 
ere6ted  on  the  coaft,  probably  with  a  view  of  im- 
ploring their  prote(5tion.  All  that  day  the  Dutch 
fpent  in  mooring  their  Ihips,  and  very  early  next 
morning  obferved  the  people  again  proftrated  be- 
fore thefe  idols,  towards  therifingfun,  and  burning 
facrifices  before  them.  The  necelfary  preparations 
being  made  for  their  landing,  the  friendly  Indian 
who  had  been  with  them  before,  came  on  board  a 
fecond  time,  bringing  with  him  abundance  of  his 
countrymen,  who  to  make  themfelves  welcome, 
came  with  their  canoes  loaded  with  plenty  oF  live 
fowls,  and  roots  dreffed  after  their  manner.  Among 
them  was  a  man  whofe  complexion  was  perfe6tly 
white,  in  whofe  ears  hung  round  white  pendants 
as  big  as  one's  fift.  This  perfon  had  a  very  devout 
air,  and  feemed  to  be  one  of  their  priefts.  While 
things  were  in  this  friendly  fituation,  one  of  the 
iflanders  was  by  fome  accident  fhot  dead  in  his 
canoe,  by  a  mufket,  which  threw  the  reft  into  fuch 
confternation,  that  moll  of  them  leaped  into  the 
fea,  in  order  to  get  the  fooncr  on  fliore,  while  the 
reft,  who  remained  in  their  canoes,  rowed  with 
all  their  ftrength,  in  order  to  obtain  a  place  of 
fafety. 

Vol.  IV.  L 
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The  Dutch  foon  after  followed  them,  and  land- 
ed 150  foldie?^  andfeamen,  among  whom  was  the 
commodore  in  perfon,  and  the  author,  who  com- 
manded the  land  forces;  when  the  people  crowding 
upon  them,  they  had  the  rafhnefs  and  cruelty  to 
make  their  way  by  force,  to  which  they  were  par- 
ticularly prompted,  by  fome  of  thefe  Indians, 
being  fo  canons  as  to  lay  their  hands  upon  their 
arms.  The  Dutch  therefore  fired,  and  by  this 
iingle  difcharge  many  of  thefe  innocent  people 
were  killed,  and  among  them  the  poor  Indian,  who 
had  been  twice  on  board  ;  but  though  the  reft  were 
almoft  frightened  out  of  their  wits,  yet  in  a  few 
moments  they  rallied  again  ;  but  kept  at  the  dif- 
tance  of  about  ten  yards,  probably  fuppofing  they 
n^ight  there  be  fafe  from  their  mufkets.  Their 
coniternation,  however,  was  not  foon  over  ;  for 
they  ftill  madedifmal  lamentations,  and  purchafed 
the  dead  bodies  of  their  friends,  by  giving  for 
them  great  plenty  of  provilions  of  all  kinds.  In 
order  to  pacify  thefe  invaders,  both  the  men,  wo- 
men, and  children,  prciented  themfelvea  before 
them,,  with  all  the  figns  of  peace,  and  endeavoured 
to  teftify,  by  the  moft  humble  poftureshow  defirous 
they  were  to  mollify  and  make  them  their  friends. 

The  Dutch  afie\$ted  by  their  fubmiilions,  did 
them  no  farther  harm,  and  being  willing  to  make 
up  all  diiferences  between  them,  made  them  a 
prefect  of  a  painted  cloth  fixty  yards  long,  and 
alfo  gave  them  a  confiderable  quatitity  of  coral, 
beads,  and  fmall  looking  glafles,  with  which  they 
were  much  pleafed.  Being  now  convinced  that 
the  Dutch  intended  to  treat  them  like  friends,  they 
brought  them  at  once  500  live  fowls,  which  exadlly 
refembled  the  barn-door  fowls  of  Europe,  with  a 
great  quantity  of  red  and  white  roots,  and  pota- 
toes, fome  hundreds  of  fugar  canes,  and  a  large 
quantity  of  pifans,  a  fort  of  Indian  figs,  as  big  as 
a  gcurd,  covered  with  a  green  rind:  the  pulp  is 
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as  fweet  as  honey,  and  there  fometimes  grow  an 
hundred  of  thefe  figs  upon, a  lingle  bow.  It  is 
remarkable,  that  the  leaves  of  this  tree  are  fix  or 
eight  feet  long,  and  about  three  broad. 

The  Dutch  faw  no  other  animals  in  thisifland, 
but  birds,  which  are  of  various  forts.  However 
they  thought  it  probable,  that  there  might  be 
cattle  and  other  beaftsin  the  heart  of  the  country  ; 
becaufe  on  their  Ihewing  the  Indians  fome  hogs  on 
board  their  fhips,  they  informed  them  by  figns, 
that  they  had  feen  fuch  animals  before. 

It  appeared  to  the  Dutch,  that  every  family  or 
tribe  had  its  feparate  village,  compofed  of  cabbins; 
fome  of  which  were  forty,  and  others  near  fixty 
feet  long,  and  fix  or  eight  broad,  formed  of  a 
certain  number  of  poles  ftuck  upright,  with  the 
fpaces  between  them  tilled  with  a  kind  of  clay,  and 
covered  on  the  top  with  palm  leaves.  They  had 
all  little  plantations  ftaked  out,  and  very  neatly 
divided.  At  this  time  almoft  all  their  fruits  and 
plants,  herbs  and  roots,  were  in  full  perfection, 
and  every  where  appeared  an  air  of  plenty.  In 
their  houfes,  however,  they  had  not  many  move- 
ables, and  thofe  they  had  were  of  no  great  value. 
They  had  earthen  pots,  in  which  they  drelFed  their 
meat,  and  a  red  and  white  kind  of  (luffthat  lerved 
them  when  walking  for  clothes,  and  when  lleeping 
for  quilts.  This  ftuif  was  as  foft  to  the  toucli  as 
fiik,  and  was  in  all  appearance  of  their  own  manu- 
fafture. 

Thefe  iflanders  were  in  general  a  (lender,  v/ell 
made,  brilk,  and  aftive  people  ;  they  were  very 
fwift  of  foot,  and  of  a  fweet  agreeable  difpolition, 
but  extremely  timerous;  for  whenever  they  brought 
the  Dutch  either  fowls  or  other  proviiions,  they 
haftily  threw  themfelves  on  their  knees,  and  as 
foon  as  they  had  delivered  them,  retired  as  faft  as 
their  legs  could  carry  them.  They  were  generally 
of  as  brown  a  complexion  as  the  Spaniards.  There 
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were,  however,  iome  among  them  almoft  black, 
others  were  white,  and  others  perfe6tly  red.  Their 
bodies  were  pamted  over  with  the  figures  of  birds 
and  other  animals,  and  all  their  women  in  general 
-had  an  artificial  bloom  upon  their  cheeks  of  a 
crimfon,  far  furpaffing  any  thing  known  in  Europe; 
nor  could  the  Dutch  difcover  of  what  this  co- 
Jour  was  compofed.  On  their  heads  they  wore 
a  little  hat,  made  of  reeds  or  llraw,  and  they 
had  no  other  covering  except  that  already  men- 
tioned. 

It  is  very  remarkable,  that  thefe  Iflanders  did 
not  feem  to  have  any  arms  among  them;  but  when- 
ever they  were  attacked,  they  fled  for  fhelter  and 
affiftance  to  their  idols,  which  were  all  of  ftone, 
of  the  figure  of  a  man  with  great  ears,  and  the 
head  covered  with  a  crown,  the  whole  very  nicely 
proportioned,  and  fo  highly  finifhed  that  the  Dutch 
flood  amazed.  Round  thefe  idols  were  pallifadoes 
of  white  ftone,  at  the  diftance  of  twenty  or  thirty 
yards. 

The  Dutch  could  not  diftinguifli  among  thefe 
people  any  appearance  of  government  orfubordina- 
tion,  much  lefs  any  prince,  or  chief,  who  had 
dominion  over  the  reft ;  but  on  the  contrary,  all 
feemed  to  fpeak  and  a6l  with  equal  freedom.  How- 
ever^ the  old  people  wore  on  their  heads  feathered 
bonnets,  and  were  obeyed  with  the  greateft  readi- 
nefs. 

One  evening  they  had  been  on  fliore,  and  the 
commodore,  on  the  report  of  his  oflScers,  was 
determined  to  land  the  next  morning  with  a  force 
fufficient  to  make  a  ftri6l  examination  of  the  whole 
ifland  ;  but  before  it  was  light  a  weft  wind  drove 
them  from  both  their  anchors,  fo  that  they  were 
obliged  to  put  to  fea  to  avoid  being  wrecked. 
After  this  misfortune,  they  cruized  fome  time  in 
the  fame  latitude,  and  then  fleering  to  the  weft- 
ward,  arrived  at  the  ifland  difcovered  by  Schovten, 
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to  which  he  gave  the  name  of  Bad  water,  fram 
all  its  fprings  being  brackilh.  The  Dutch  then 
failed  upwards  of  800  leagues  without  feeing  land, 
till  arriving  in  15°.  thirty  fouth  latitude,  there 
appeared  a  low  ifland,  the  coaft  of  which  was 
covered  with  a  very  yellow  fand,  and  in  the  middle 
of  it  was  a  lake;  it  was  in  the  latitude  of  15**. 
fourty-five  fouth,  and  they  gave  it  the  name  of 
Carllhoff,  or  Charles's  coaft. 

On  their  leaving  the  ifland,  the  wind  began 
to  turn  to  the  fouth-weft,  which  was  a  lign  of 
their  being  near  fome  coaft  that  altered  the  cur- 
rent of  the  air,  and  this  fudden  change  driving 
their  (hips  in  the  night  among  foaie  fmall  iflands, 
they  found  themieives  not  a  little  embarralled. 
The  African  galley  being  the  beft  failer,  and 
drawing  the  leaft  water,  then  led  the  fquadron; 
but  notwithftanding  all  the  care  of  her  crew  Ihe 
was  foon  in  fuch  danger,  that  Ihe  began  to  fire 
gun  after  gun,  as  fignals  of  diftrefs.  The  Tien- 
hoven  which  was  the  fartheft  from  her,  plycd 
towards  her  with  the  utmoft  diligence,  as  did  the 
commodore,  who  fuddenly  found  himfelf  along- 
fide  of  her,  at  which  the  (liip's  company  were 
much  alarmed;  but  upon  heaving  the  lead,  and 
finding  no  bottom,  they  grew  tolerably  eafy,  and 
thought  of  nothing  but  laving  their  friends,  in 
order  to  which  the  fliallop  was  fcnt  out;  when  it 
appeared  that  the  African  galley  was  ftiick  faft 
between  two  rocks,  and  it  being  impodible  to 
get  her  off,  all  they  could  do  was  to  lave  the 
people  on  board,  and  in  this  they  fuccecded.  Tiie 
iflanders  roufed  by  the  prodigious  nolle  occafioned 
by  this  accident,  kindled  many  iires  upon  the 
hills,  and  came  down  in  crowds  to  the  coaft,  when 
the  Dutch  not  knowing  J:heir  dcfign,  and  confider- 
ing  the  opportunities  which  the  darkncfs  of  the 
night  gave  to  any  who  Ihould  think  (it  to  attack 
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them,  had  the  cruelty  to  fire  upon  them  without 
the  leaft  ceremaay. 

In  the  morning,  as  foon  as  it  was  light,  they 
had  a  profpe6l  of  the  danger  ail  the  lljips  were  in 
the  evening  before  ;  for  they  found  themlelves 
furrounded  on  all  lides  by  four  large  iilands,  with 
a  continual  chain  of  fteep  rocks  fo  clofe  to  each 
other,  that  they  could  hardly  difcern  the  channel 
by  which  they  had  entered.  The  danger  was  not 
entirely  over  as  foon  as  difcovered,  lince  it  colt 
Mr.  Roggewein  no  iefs  than  five  days  in  extricat- 
ing himfelf  out  of  this  unfortunate  (ituation. 

Upon  muftering  the  crew  of  the  African  galley, 
after  their  being  brought  on  board  the  commodore, 
it  appeared  that  the  quarter-mailer  and  tour  Tea- 
men were  miffing,  and  up6n  enquiry  ii  was  found 
that  thefe  men  made  it  their  choice  to  fiay  in  the 
iiland,  where  they  had  landed  :  for  having  quar- 
relled among  themfelves  at  this  critical  co.ijuijc- 
ture,  captain  Rofenthal  interpofed  to  prevent 
their  killing  each  other  with  their  knives,  and 
threatened  them  with  death  whenever  he  got.  them 
on  board.  Mr.  Roggewein,  hov/ever  WaS  unwil- 
ling they  fliould  be  loft,  and  therefore  fent  our 
author,  with  a  detachment  of  marines,  to  bring 
them  away  ;  but  the  deferters  feemg  thefliailop  as 
it  approached  the  fliore,  fired  irom  a  wood  fo 
brifkly,  that  they  did  not  dare  to  land  near  it  ;  but 
rowing  to  an  open  place,  they  went  on  Ihore,  and 
marching  towards  the  wood  where  the  deferters 
were  concealed,  called  to  them  without  firing,  af- 
furing  them  that  they  had  nothing  to  fear,  fince 
the  commodore  had  promifed  them  indemnity, 
and  that  they  might  fafely  depend  upon  his  word  ; 
but  the  deferters  guilt  making  them  deaf  to  all 
intreaties,  our  author  very  wifely  chofe  to  leave 
them  where  they  were,  rather  than  hazard  his  own 
life  and  thofe  of  the  people  under  his  command. 
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in  attempting  to  reduce  men  who  feemed  enti];'ely 
defperate. 

Thefe  iflands  are  feated  in  between  15  and  16^. 
of  fouth  latitude,  at  the  diftance  of  12  leagues  weft 
from  that  of  CarllhofF,  each  of  them  being  four 
or  five  leagues  in  compafs.  That  in  whjch  the  Af- 
rican galley  was  (hipwrecked,  they  called  the  Mif- 
chievous  ifland.  The  two  next  to  it  the  Brothers, 
and  the  fourth  ifland  the  Sifter.  All  thefe  iflands 
were  covered  with  a  verdure  inexpreffibly  charm- 
ing, and  abounded  with  fine  tall  trees,  particu- 
larly cocoas.  The  herbs  that  grow  there  were 
found  fo  refrefliing  and  medicinal,  that  the  fliip's 
crew,  many  of  whom  were  ill  of  the  fcurvy,  were 
furprifingly  recovered  by  them.  The  men  found 
prodigious  plenty  of  mufcles,  cockles,  and  pearl 
oyfters.  Thefe  iflands  are,  however,  extremely 
low,  fo  that  fome  parts  of  them  muft  be  frequently 
overflowed  ;  but  the  inhabitants  are  well  provided 
againft  fuch  accidents,  fince  they  have  not  only 
good  canvas,  but  ftout  barks,  with  cables  and 
fails  ;  and  the  Dutch  found  upon  the  fliore,  pieces 
of  ropes  that  feemed  to  be  made  of  hemp. 

The  inhabitants  of  the  ifland  upon  which  the 
African  galley  was  loft,  were  of  an  extraordinary 
fize.  Their  bodies  were  painted  of  variou'-i  colours, 
and  moft  of  them  had  fine  long  black  hair  ;  but 
fome  of  them  had  brown,  inclining  a  little  to  red. 
They  were  armed  with  pikes  or  lances  18  or  20  feet 
long,  and  had  nothing  ibft  or  agreeable  in  their 
countenances,  but  had  an  air  of  Hcrcencfs  and  re- 
fcntment.  They  marched  in  fmall  bodies  of  50  or 
100,  and  made  fignsto  the  Dutch  to  come  to  them  ; 
but  no  fooner  law  them  advancing,  tlian  they  re- 
tired acrols  the  {(land,  probably  to  draw  them  into 
an  ambufcade,  that  might  give  them  an  oppoitu- 
nity  of  i-evenging  the  lofs  they  had  Ibftaincd  by 
their  unjuftly  firing  upon  iheuh 
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As  the  commodore  faw  that  there  was  no  doing 
any  good  with  The  inhabitants,  and  that  the  coafts 
of  all  the  iflands  were  excellively  foul  and  rocky, 
he  was  refolved  to  leave  them,  in  order  to  feelt 
fome  other  country  where  he  might,  with  lefs  ha- 
zard, nieei  with  fome  refrefhments,  of  which  all 
on  board  flood  in  great  need,  from  the  fcurvy  pre- 
vailing among  them  ;  but  the  very  nextmo'rning, 
after  they  weighed  from  Mifchievous  ifland,  they 
faw,  at  the  diftance  of  8  leagues  to  the  weft,  an- 
other ifland,  which  they  called  Aurora,  from  its 
being  difcerned  by  thofe  on  board  the  commodore's 
velTel,  juft  at  day  breal<:,  when  the  Tienhoven  was 
fo  near  it  that  if  the  fun  had  rifen  half  an  hour 
later,  ihe  muft  have  been  dalhed  to  pieces,  as  ihe 
was  not  above  a  cannon-lhot  from  the  rocky  fhore 
when  the  danger  was  perceived.  The  commodore 
immediately  made  the  fignal  to  tack,  which  was 
done  with  great  difficulty,  but  the  fright  into 
which  this  put  the  mariners,  foon  after  produced 
a  mutiny,  wherein  the  feamen  infifted  that  the 
commodore  fhould  immediately  return,  or  at  leaft 
give  them  fecurity  to  pay  them  their  wages,  even 
though  they  fliould  be  fo  unfortunate  as  tolofe  the 
veiFel.  This  demand,  was,  indeed,  very  reafona- 
ble,  they  being  every  day  expofed  to  the  moft  ex- 
ceffive  fatigues  in  thofe  unknown  feas,  and  at  the 
fame  time  ran  the  hazard  of  loofing  in  a  moment 
all  the  reward  they  were  to  expect  from  their  la- 
bours, fince  it  is  the  cuftom  of  Hplland,  for  the 
feamen  to  lofe  their  wages  whenever  the  fhip  is  loft. 
1  he  commodore  liftened  to  their  complaints  with 
the  humanity  worthy  a  man  of  honour,  and  im- 
mediately took  an  oath,  that  whatever  happened 
to  the  fliips,  they  fhould  receive  their  wages  to  the 
lafr  farthing,  and  he  afterwards  made  good  his  pro- 
mi  fe. 

The  ifland  of  Aurora  is  about  four  legueas  in 
extent ;  the  country  is  covered  with  a  delightful 
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verdure^  and  adorned  both  with  high  trees,  and 
fmaller  wood  :  but  as  they  found  all  the  coaft  foul 
apd  rocky,  they  left  thisifland  too  without  landing, 
after  having  taken  only  a  diftant  view  of  it. 

Towards  evening  they  had  fight  of  another 
illand,  which  for  that  reafon  they  called  Vefper. 
It  was  about  12  leagues  in  circuit,  the  ground 
very  low,,  and  covered  with  fine  grafs,  and  ilored 
with  great  plenty  of  various  forts  of  trees. 

They  ftill  continued  their  courfe,  fleering  weft 
in  about  15^.  fouth  latitude,  and  the  next  morn- 
ing difcovered  another  country,  which  being  co- 
vered with  fmoke,  they  concluded  was  inhabited, 
and  therefore  made  all  the  fail  they  could  to  it,  in 
hopes  of  meeting  with  fome  refrefliments,  and  on 
their  nearer  approach  faw  fome  of  the  inhabitants 
diverting  themfelves  on  the  coaft  in  their  canoes. 
They  alfo  by  degrees  perceived,  that  what  they 
had  taken  for  one  country,  was  in  reality  abun- 
dance of  iflands  crowded  together,  among  which 
they  had  entered  fo  far  that  they  found  it  difficult 
to  extricate  themfelves.  In  this  fituation  they  fent 
a  man  to  the  top-maft-head  to  difcover  a  pafTage 
out,  and  the  weatlier  being  perfe(?Hy  ferene,  they 
had  the  good  fortune  to  get  again  into  the  opea 
fea  without  any  accident.  There  were  fix  of  thefe 
iflands,  all  of  which  appeared  extremely  beautiful 
and  pleafant,  and  when  taken  together  they  could 
not  be  lefs  than  30  leagues  in  circumference. 
They  were  fituated  25  leagues  from  Mifchievous 
ifland.  The  Dutcii  gave  them  the  name  of  the 
Labyrinth,  from  their  being  obliged  to  tack  feve- 
ral  times  to  get  clear  of  them.  As  it  was  very  dan- 
gerous anchoring  on  the  coall,  and  as  none  of  the 
inhabitants  came  to  meet  them  in  their  canoes,  or 
on  the  fliore,  they  did  not  think  it  lit  to  .make  any 
ft  ay. 

The  commodore  ftill  continuing  a  weft  courfe, 
in  a  few  days  difcovered  another  illand  at  a  great 
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djftance,  which  appeared  very  high,  and  extremely 
beautiliil^  but  o^a  nearer  approach  they  found  no 
ground  for  anchorage,  and  the  coaft  appeared  fo 
rockvj  that  they  were  afraid  to  venture  any  clofer, 
they  therefore  manned  each  of  their  fhallops  with 
25  men  in  order  to  make  a  defcent.  The  inhabi- 
tants no  fooner  perceived  their  defign,  than  they 
came  down  in  crowds  to  the  coaft  in  order  to  op- 
pofe  their  hmding,  armed  with  long  pikes.  On 
approaching  the  ifland,  the  Dutch  found  the  Ihore 
fo  fteep  and  full  of  rocks,  that  it  was  impoffible 
to  proceed  ;  ujDon  which  the  beft  part  of  the  fail- 
ors  threw  themfelves  into  the  fea,  with  their  arms 
in  their  hands,  and  fome  baubles  fit  for  prefents> 
tied  upon  their  heads,  while  the  reft  kept  a  con- 
ftant  fire  from  the  boats,  in  order  to  clear  the  fhore, 
and  ikcilitate  their  landing.  The  expedient  fuc- 
ceeded  to  their  wifli,  and  the  feamen  got  on  Ihore 
without  any  considerable  refiftance  from  the  inha- 
bitants, who  being  frightened  by  the  difcharge 
of  the  fire-arms,  quitted  the  coaft,  and  retired  up 
the  mountains,  but  came  down  again  as  foon  as 
the  Dutch  ceafed  firing.  Thofe  who  landed  ad- 
vanced in  fight  of  the  iflanders,  and  Ihewed  them 
looking-glaffes,  firings  of  coral,  and  other  toys. 
The  people  came  up  to  them  without  the  leaft  fear, 
took  their  prefents,  and  fuffered  them  to  fearch 
wherever  they  pleafed,  for  herbs  and  fallading  for 
the  fick,  of  which  they  found  fuch  plenty,  that 
in  a  very  fliort  time  they  filled  twelve  large^  facks, 
fix  for  the  commodore,  and  fix  for  the  Tienhoven  ; 
for  when  the  people  once  faw  what  they  were 
about,  they  not  only  ftiewed  them  the  beft  forts, 
but  affifted  in  gathering  them.  They  obferved 
here  prodigious  quantities  of  jeffamine  in  full 
flower.  They  carried  their  cargo  of  greens  imme- 
diately on  board,  which  were  much  more  accepta- 
ble to  the  fick,  who  were  languilhing  under  the 
want  of  refrefhments,  than  if  they  had  brought* 
them  fo  much  gold  or  filver. 
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The  next  morning  a  larger  body  of  men  were 
ordered  on  (hore,  as  well  to  gather  herbs,  as  to 
try  to  make  farther  difcoveries.     The  firft  thing 
they  did  was  to  make  a  prefent  to  the  king  or 
chief,  of  a  confiderable  quantity  of  all  forts  of 
trinkets,   which   he  received  indeed,    but  it  was 
with  fuch  an  air  of  indifference  and  difdain,  as 
did  not  feem  to  promife  any  great  good  with  rex 
fpe<5t  to  their  future  commerce.     However,  in  ck- 
change,  he  fent  the  Dutch  a  confiderable  quantity 
of  cocoa-nuts,  which  were  very  agreeable  to  them 
in  their  prefent  circumftances.      This  prince  was 
diftinguilhed  from  the  reft  of  the  inhabitants,  by 
his  wearing  various  ornaments  formed  of  pearls, 
of  the  value  of  about  600    Dutch   florins.     The 
women  feemed  greatly  to  admire  the  white  men, 
and  almoft   Itifled  them  with  ca relies :    but  this 
foon  appeared  to  be  a  falfe  fliow  of  love  to  lull  the 
Dutch  into  fecurity,  that  a  plot  laid  by  the  men 
might  fucceed  more  fuccefsfuUy  :    for   when   the 
Dutch  had  filled  twenty  facks  with  greens,  they 
advanced  farther  into  the  country,  until  they  came 
'  to  fome  fteep  rocks,  which  hung  over  a  large  and. 
deep  valley,  while  the  iflanders  went  before  and 
behind  them  without  giving  the  leaft  fufpicion : 
but  no  fooner  did  they  think  they  had  them  at 
the   advantage,    than   fuddenly    quitting    them, 
thoufands  came  pouring  out  from  the  caves  and 
holes  in  the  rocks.     Upon  which  the  failors  imme- 
diately formed  themfelves,  and  ftood  upon  their 
defence.     The  chief  or  prince  then  made  a  fignal 
for  the  Dutch  to  keep  off;  but  they  continued  to 
advance  in  a  line,  till  they  were  allaulted  with  a 
prodigious  fhowcr  of  ftones.     In  return,  the  Dutch 
made  a  general  difcharge  of  their  fire-arms,  which 
did  great  execution,  and  among  the  firft  who  fell 
was  the  chief.     The  natives,  however,  were  fo  far 
^  from  flying,  that  they  continued  throwing  ftones 
with  greater  fury  than  ever,  (b  that  moft  of  the 
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Dutch  were  ^son  wounded,  and  in  a  manner  dif- 
abled.  This  obliged  them  to  retire  behind  a  rock, 
from  whence  they  fired  with  luch  fuccefs,  that 
great  numbers  of  the  ifianders  were  killed,  not- 
withftanding  which,  they  boldly  maintained  their 
ground,  and  obliged  the  Dutch  to  retreat  to  their 
Ihips,  after  having  killed  fome  and  wounded  many 
others,  they  however  carried  their  facks  of  herbs 
they  had  gathered  on  board  their  fliips  ;  where 
the  men  were  fo  intimidated  with  the  accounts 
they  gave  of  the  refolution  and  intrepidity  of  the 
natives,  that  when  a  motion  was  made  for  land- 
ing again,  there  was  not  one  perfon  on  board  who 
would  be  of  the  party. 

To  this  ifland  they  had,  before  this  unhappy 
event,  given  the  name  of  the  Ifland  of  Recreation, 
on  account  of  the  herbs  and  fallading  they  found 
in  it.  It  is  fituated  in  i6°.  fouth  latitude,  and  in 
the  longitude  of  285.  This  fertile  ifland  is  about 
12  leagues  in  extent,  and  produces  great  quanti- 
ties of  trees,  particularly  palms,  cocoa,  and  iron 
wood,  and  the  Dutch  thought  they  had  reafon  to 
belike,  that  in  the  heart  of  the  country  there 
were  rich  mines.  The  men  wore  round  their 
waifts  a  kind  of  net- work,  which  was  drawn  be- 
tween their  legs,  and  tucked  up  behind  ;  the  wo- 
inen  were  entirely  covered  with  a  kind  of  mantle 
of  their  own  manufacture,  which  to  the  light  and 
touch  had  a  near  refemblance  to  iilk. 

As  the  anchorage  was  every  where  bad,  and  the 
rocky  fhore  fo  exceffively  deep,  as  not  to  permit  a 
view  of  the  inner  part  of  the  country,  the  com- 
modore thought  fit  to  fail  without  farther  loi's  of 
time.  But  before  his  departure,  he  held  a  coun- 
cil, in  which  he  communicated  the  contents  of 
his  inftru(5lions  ;  which  were,  that  if  in  the  longi- 
tude or  latitude  they  were  now  in,  they  could 
make  no  important  difcovery,  they  Ihould  return 
home.     Some  of  the  council  being  much  aftoniJhed 
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at  this  order,  could  not  help  telling  the  commo- 
dore, that  as  they  had  advanced  fo  far,  and  met 
with  fuch  great  encouragement,  it  would  betray 
want  o|>fpirit,  if  they  did  not  proceed.  To  which 
he  jatifwered,  that  they  had  already  been  out  ten 
months,  that  they  had  ftill  a  long  voyage  to  make 
to  the  Eaft  Indies,  and  that  provifions  began  to  be 
very  Ihort,  and  that  their  crews  were  fo  much  di- 
minifhed,  and  thofe  who  furvived  were  Co  weak, 
that  it  twenty  more  fliould  die  or  fall  lick,  they 
lliould  want  hands  to  navigate  both  Ihips. 

But  thole  who  had  the  good  of  the  voyage  only 
at  heart,  infilled  peremptorily  on  its  being  wrong 
to  think  of  returning  by  the  Eaft  Indies,  fince 
it  was  contrary  to  the  fenfe  of  the  inrtru6tions; 
that  by  continuing  the  tirft  courfe,  they  muft 
neceilkrily  fall  in  with  fome  ifland  or  other  where 
they  might  land,  take  in  refrelhments,  and  Itay 
till  their  fick  men  recovered.  That  in  this  cafe 
they  ought  firft  of  all  to  ereft  a  fort  for  their 
own  fecurity  againft  the  natives,  in  the  next  to 
treat  all  thofe  people  with  all  imaginable  gentlenefs 
and  candour,  by  which  means  they  would  in- 
fallibly engage  them  to  trade,  and  converfe  with 
them,  which  would  enable  them  to  learn  the 
language,  and  carry  home  a  clear,  diftinft,  and 
full  account  of  the  country  in  which  they  had 
lived;  and  that  if  this  propofal  was  complied 
with,  they  ihould  always  have  it  in  their  power 
to  return  home,  by  fleering  an  eaft  courfe,  and 
by  taking  time,  perfect  the  difcoverics  they  had 
been  fent  to  make;  but  ibmc  of  the  principal 
officers  having  a  great  dejire  to  go  to  the  Eaft 
Indies,  thefe  arguments  had  not  the  weight  they 
defervcd  ;  it  was  refolvcd  to  continue  their  voy- 
age to  New  Britain,  and  thence  by  the  way  of 
Molucca  to  the  Eaft  Indies,  where  they  were  in 
hopes  of  procuring,  not  only  a  fiipply  of  provi- 
fions and  other  necciruries,  but  of  ilamen  alio,  in 
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cafe  they  Ihould  be  in  fo  weak  a  condition,  as  not 
to  be  able  to  navigate  their  fhips  back  to  Europe. 

On  their  quitting  the  ifland  of  Recreation,  they 
iteere4  a  north  weft  courfe  in  order  to  reach  New- 
Britain,  and  three  days  after  difcovered  in  the 
latitude  of  12°.  fouth,  aad  in  the  longitude  of 
290,  feveral  iflands,  which  at  a  diftance  appeared 
very  beautiful  and  on  their  approaching  them, 
they  plainly  difcovered  that  they  were  well  planted 
with  fruit  trees.  That  the  country  produced  roots^ 
herbs,  and  corn  in  great  plenty,  and  was  laid 
out  in  large  and  regular  plantations  towards  the 
coaft.  The  inhabitants  no  fooner  obferved  the 
fhips,  than  they  came  in  their  boats,  bringing 
filh,  cocoa-nuts,  Indian  figs,  and  other  refreih- 
ments ;  in  return  for  which  the  Dutch  gave  them 
as  ufual,  fmall  looking-glafTes,  firings  of  beads, 
and  other  trifles. 

It  foon  appeared  that  thefe  illands  were  fully 
peopled,  fince  many  thoufands  of  men  and  women, 
the  former  of  whom  were  generally  fpeaking  ar- 
med with  bows  and  arrows,  came  down  to  the 
Ihore  to  look  at  them.  Among  the  reft  they  ob- 
ferved a  very  majeftick  perfonage,  who,  from 
his  drefs,  and  the  honours  that  were  paid  him, 
they  eafiiy  difcovered  to  be  the  prince  or  Sovereign 
of  the  nation.  He  prefently  ftepped  into  his  canoe 
with  an  agreeable  young  women  who  fat  by  his 
fide,  upon  which  his  canoe  was  immediately  fur- 
rounded  by  a  vaft  number  of  other  vellels  that 
crowded  about  it,  and  feemed  intended  for  a  guard. 
All  the  inhabitants  of  thofe  iflands  were  of  the 
fame  complexion  as  the  Europeans,  except  their 
being  a  little  fun- burnt.  They  appeared  to  be 
a  harmlefs  good  fort  of  people,  and  very  brifk 
and  lively;  for  they  treated  each  other  with  vifible 
marks  of  civility,  and  had  nothing  in  their  be- 
haviour that  was  wild  or  fivage.  Their  bodies 
were  not  painted  like  thofe  of  other  Indians  the 
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Dutch  had  feen  ;  but  were  cloathed  from  the  girdle 
downwards,  with  a  kind  of  filk  fringes  very  neatly- 
folded.  On  their  heads,  they  wore  hats  made 
of  a  very  neat  fort  of  fluff,  and  extremely  large, 
to  keep  off  the  fun,  and  about  their  necks  they 
v^rore  collars  of  very  beautiful  and  odoriferous 
flowers. 

The  country  appeared  exquifitely  charming, 
every  one  of  thefe  iflands  being  finely  diverfified 
with  hills  and  valleys,  and  affording  the  molt 
delightful  landlkips.  Some  of  them  were  ten,  fome 
fifteen,  and  others  about  twenty  miles  in  compafs. 
The  Dutch  thought  fit  to  call  them  Bowman's 
IHands,  after  the  captain  of  the  Tienhoven  who 
firfi:  difcovered  them. 

Many  of  the  Dutch  were  extremely  delirous  of 
making  a  longer  flay  in  fo  plentiful  a  country,  and 
among  fuch  a  civilized  people,  as  it  was  morally 
certain,  that  by  the  help  of  the  abundance  of 
wholefome  provifions  with  which  the  natives  will- 
ingly furniflied  them,  all  their  fick  would  in  a 
month's  time  have  perfectly,  recovered.  Thefe 
iflands  had  belides  one  convenience  fuperior  to 
thofe  they  had  before  met  with,  as  there  was  ex- 
ceeding good  anchorage  along  their  coafts,  where 
the  Dutch  rode  in  fafety  in  fifteen  or  twenty  fa- 
thoms water.  So  many  advantageous  circumftances 
ought  certainly  to  have  prevailed  upon  the  com- 
modore and  his  officers,  to  have  remained  there  ; 
but  their  heads  were  fo  full  of  an  Eail-India  voyage, 
and  they  were  fb  extremely  fearful  of  milling  the 
eaflcrly  monfoon,  that  they  could  not  be  brought 
to  liften  to  the  propotal. 

Weighing  from  }3owman's  Iflands,  they  conti- 
nued their  courfe  to  the  north-wefl,  and  the  next 
morning  obierved  two  iflands,  which  they  took  to 
be  the  ifland  of  Cocoas  and  Traitors  ifland,  fb 
called  by  Schovten,  by  whom  they  were  difcovered. 
They  foon  after  faw  two  other  iflands  of  \cry  large 
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extent,  one  of  which  they  called  Tienhoven,  and 
the  other  Gl^ningen  ;  which  laft  many  of  the 
officers  were  of  opinion  was  no  ifland,  but  the 
great  fonth  continent  they  were  fent  to  difcover. 
As  for  the  ifland  of  Tienhoven,  it  appeared  to  be 
a  rich  and  beautiful  country,  moderately  high,  the 
meadows  exceedingly  green,  and  within  land  adorn- 
ed with  trees.  They  coafted  along  the  fliore  for  a 
whole  day  without  coming  to  the  end  of  it ;  but 
obferved,  that  it  extended  in  the  form  of  a  femi- 
circle  towards  the  ifland  of  Groningen  ;  whence 
our  author  obferves,  that  it  is  very  probable  thefe 
two  countries,  which  were  at  firft  taken  for  iflands 
may  in  reality  be  lands  contiguous  to  each  other, 
and  both  of  them  parts  of  the  Terra  Auftralis 
Incognita. 

Great  part  of  the  company  were  for  anchoring 
on  the  coafl:  and  making  a  defcent;  but  the  officers, 
who  were  fo  fond  of  going  to  the  Eafl:-Indies, 
fuggeftcd,  that  it  would  at  this  time  be  attended 
with  great  danger,  fince  if  the  party  that  landed 
was  cut  off,  they  fliould  not  have  men  fufficient  to 
carry  the  fliips  home.  The  refl:  were  therefore 
obliged  to  continue  their  courfe,  notwithfl:anding 
its  being  difagreeable  to  the  majority  of  the  people. 
It  was  not  now  doubted,  but  that  they  (hould  foon 
fee  the  coaft  of  New  Guinea  or  of  New  Britain, 
but  they  failed  many  days  without  perceiving 
land  at  all,  which  was  attended  with  the  moft 
dreadful  effects  ;  for  the  fcurvy  fpread  fo  faft,  that 
it  began  to  carry  off  four  or  five  of  their  belt  hands 
every  day  ;  fo  that  though  they  had  already  re- 
duced three  fhips  companies  to  two,  they  more 
than  once  deliberated,  whether  they  ought  not  at 
prefent  to  burn  one  of  the  remaining  vefTels,  and 
the  only  argument  that  refl:rained  them  from  doing 
it,  was,  that  in  cafe  any  acddent  befel  one,  there 
was  ftill  a  poffibility  left  of  efcaping  in  the  other. 
There  was  nothing  to  be  feen  on  board,  but  fick 
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people  ftruo^gling  with  inexpreffible  pains,  and 
dead  carcaifes  that  were  juft  relieved  from  them  ; 
whence  arofe  ib  intolerable  a  ftench,  that  fuch  as 
yet  remained  found  were  not  able  to  endure  it. 
Cries  and  groans  were  perpetually  ringing  in  their 
ears,  and  the  very  fight  of  thofe  who  were  able  to 
move  about,  was  fufficient  to  excite  at  once  terror 
and  corn  pa  f  lion;  for  fome  of  them  were  fuch  per- 
fe&i  fkejetons  that  their  fkin  feemed  to  cleave  to 
their  bones,  in  which  fad  circumftances  they  had 
this  confolation  that  they  felt  no  pain  but  gradu- 
ally confumed  away.  Others  again  were  fwelled 
and  puffed  up  to  a  monftrous  lize,  and  were  tor- 
mented with  fuch  violent  pains,  as  frequently 
rendered  them  delirious.  Others  were  worn  away 
by  the  dyfentery;  while  many  fulfered  the  moffc 
excruciating  tortures  from  the  rheumatifm,  and. 
others  dragged  their  dead  limbs  after  them,  their 
feeling  having  been  taken  away  by  the  palfy,  while 
others  again  were  carried  off  ^o  fuddenly,  that  in 
the  midll  of  their  difcourfe,  they  flopped  fiiort, 
and  were  found  to  be  dead.  Even  fuch  as  were 
reputed  in  health,  were  low  and  weak,  and  our 
author  fays,  that  though  he  was  as  well  as  any 
body  on  board,  yet  he  had  the  fcurvy  to  fuch  a 
degree,  that  his  teeth  were  all  loofe,  his  gums 
inflamed,  and  his  body  covered  with  ipots  of  dif- 
ferent colours.  Added  to  this  diftrefs,  their  fait 
meats  were  corrupted,  tlieir  bread  was  full  of  mag- 
gots, and  their  water  ftunk  to  an  intolerable, 
dcgiee. 

While  they  were  in  this  deplorable  fituation, 
they  dilcovercd  land,  which  proved  to  be  New 
Britain.  This,  as  well  as  the  neigh  bouringiflands, 
is  very  high  ;  many  of  the  mountains  hiding  them- 
fclvcs  in  the  clouds;  hut  the  fea  coafts  are  equally 
fertile  and  pleafant;  the  meadows  wearing  a  per- 
])etual  verdure,  and  the  hills  being  covered  with 
various  forts  of  fruit  trees.     It  lies  in  between  four 
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and  feven  degrees  fouth  latitude.  The  Dutcli, 
after  fome  confultation,  refolved  at  all  events  to 
go  on  fliore,  though  there  were  certainly  fome 
very  [trong  arguments  againft  it,  as  they  could  j 
fcarcely  fpare  out  of  both  fliipsj  men  enough  to 
man  a  boat,  and  leave  a  fufficient  number  to 
navigate  one  fhip,  fuppofing  that  they  fliould  con- 
fentto  give  up  all  hopes  of  carrying  home  the  other. 
But  the  pallions  of  the  fhips  companies  were  fa 
ftrong  for  going  on  land,  and  their  neceffities  fo 
great,  that  it  appeared  abfolutely  necelfary  to  ven- 
ture a  defcent,  let  the  confequenees  of  it  be  what 
they  would. 

Accordingly  our  author  was  ordered  into  the 
fhailop  with  a  certain  number  of  men,  carrying  a 
great  quantity  of  trifles  by  way  of  prefent.  The 
nearer  they  drew  to  the  coaftj  the  more  they  were 
pleafed  with  it,  as  it  gave  them  a  view  of  all  the 
refrefhments  they  could  wifli  for.  The  natives  at 
the  fame  time  came  down  in  crowds;  but  in  a 
manner  that  did  not  at  all  add  to  their  fatisfa^tion  ; 
for  they  were  well  armed  with  bows,  arrows,  and 
flings,  and  fufficiently  ftiewed  by  their  geftures, 
that  they  were  not  at  all  pleafed  with  the  fight  of 
thefe  ftrangers  and  were  refolved  not  to  let  them 
land  peaceably.  As  the  fhallopdrew  nearer  Ihore, 
the  inhabitants  feemed  as  if  lenfible  of  fome  ap- 
proaching ru'iUf  and  as  if  they  had  borrowed  cou- 
rage from  the  quick  fenfe  of  fome  fuppofed  diftrefs, 
hurried  off  in  their  canoes  in  order  to  meet  the 
danger  which  they  faw  was  unavoidable.  Mean 
while  the  Dutch  continued  to  make  the  beft  of 
their  way  towards  the  land,  which  when  the  Indi- 
ans faw,  they  difcharged  a  flight  of  arrows,  which 
was  followed  by  the  javelins  they  had  in  their 
hands,  and  this  was  fucceeded  by  a  prodigious 
number  of  ftones,  difcharged  from  their  flings. 
The  Dutch  being  thus  convinced,  that  they  had 
nothing  to  triift  to  but  forces  fired  upon  them  with- 
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oiitceafing,  which  had  fuch  an  efFeft,  that  many 
of  the  natives  were  killed,  and  the  reil  terrified  to 
fuch  a  degree,  that  numbers  of  them  threw  them- 
felves  out  of  their  canoes  into  the  water,  and  the 
reft  were  at  laft  obliged  to  follow  their  example  : 
For  fuch  was  their  confufion,  that  they  were  no 
longer  ahle  to  diftinguilh  the  proper  channels,  by 
which  they  might  have  fafely  returned  with  theii' 
canoes,  but  ran  them  on  the  rocks  and  ilioals,  that 
lay  before  the  coaft.  This  took  from  the  Dutch 
almoft  all  hopes  of  following  them  ;  but  while  they 
were  thus  embarraffed,  there  fuddenly  arofe  a  moft 
violent  ftorm  ;  this  forced  the  (liips  out  to  fea,  and 
left  the  poor  men  in  the  Ihallop  without  relief,  and 
almoft  without  hope.  Suddenly  running  on  a  bank 
of  land,  they  were  beaten  with  fuch  violence  by 
the  winds  and  waves,  that  there  feemed  to  be  no 
means  of  fafety  left ;  but  as  dcfpair  ufually  gives 
men  ftrength  and  fpirits,  they  had  the  good  for- 
tune to  drag  their  vefFel  fafe  to  land,  and  all  of 
them  got  on  fliore,  though  dreadfully  fatigued. 

The  firft  thing  they  did  was  endeavouring  to 
find  out  a  place  of  retreat,  where  they  might  be 
fafe  from  any  fudden  attack  of  their  enemies;  but 
before  fuch  a  place  could  be  found,  the  nightdrew 
on,  and  they  were  forced  to  content  themfelves 
with  getting  as  many  pieces  of  wood  and  broken 
branches  of  trees  as  pollible,  in  order  to  dry  and 
warm  themfelves.  Having  by  this  means  made  a 
pretty  good  fire,  their  fpirits  began  to  revive,  and 
they  refolved  to  proceed  to  feveral  cabbins  and 
huts  in  the  neighbourhood  of  the  place,  where  they 
had  taken  up  their  abode  ;  but  they  found  them 
deferted,  and  without  any  utenfils  of  houlhold 
goods,  there  being  nothing  of  any  value,  except 
a  few  nets  curioufly  made,  and  though  about  thofc 
huts,  they  found  abundance  of  cocoa-trees,  yet, 
as  they  had  brought  no  hatchets,  they  were  unable 
to  corne  at  any  of  the  fruit.     In  Ihort,  they  had  a. 
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very  comfortlefs  night,  being  perpetually  dif- 
turbed  by  the  frightful  noife  made  by  the  inha- 
bitants in  the  woods,  whence  they  naturally  ap- 
prehend they  were  every  moment  coming  to  at- 
tack them.  But  a  little  after  midnight  they  heard 
the  fignal  from  the  fhips,  and  haftily  running  to 
the  boat,  got  on  board.  , 

Fromthefe  events  the  Dutch  called  this  part  of 
the  country  Storm  Land.  The  inhabitants  are 
tall,  and  well  made ;  are  very  tawny,  and  have 
long  black  hair,  that  curls  down  to  their  waifts  ; 
they  are  extremely  vigorous  and  nimble,  and  fo 
dexterous  in  the  ufe  of  their  arms,  that  they  pro- 
bably live  in  a  perpetual  ftate  of  v/ar. 

The  Dutch  upon  their  leaving  this  ifland,  re- 
folved  to  land  upon  the  next  they  came  to  ;  for 
their  ftock-fifh,  upon  which  they  had  lived  for 
fome  time  pafi:,  now  ftunk  to  fuch  a  degree,  that 
inftead  of  eating  it,  they  could  not  come  near  it, 
and  the  officers  could  no  longer  pacify  the  men 
Avith  ftories  of  the  Eaft-Indies  ;  for  they  abfoluteiy 
declared,  that  any  death  on  ftiore  would  be  pre- 
ferable to  their  lingering  at  fea  in  fuch  a  condi- 
tion. While  in  this  iituation  they  arrived  in  2° . 
fouth  latitude,  and  foon  defcrying  the  iflands  of 
Moa  and  Arimoa,  difcovered  by  Schovten,  they 
refolved  to  attempt  getting  fome  relief  from  the 
Isatter,  which  is  the  largelt  of  thofe  two  iflands. 

The  inhabitants  no  fooner  law  them  approach, 
than  they  came  out  to  meet  them  in  their  canoes, 
of  which  they  had  a  prodigious  number.  Thefe 
people,  and  even  their  women  and  children,  were 
armed  with  bows  and  arrows.  They  however 
brought  with  them  cocoa-nuts,  Indian  figs,  vari- 
ous kinds  of  roots,  and  other  refrefhments,  rowing 
directly  up  to  the  fhips,  without  the  leaft  fign  of 
fear  or  diftruft.  The  Dutch  offered  them  fuch 
trifles  as  they  had  on  board,  by  way  of  prelent, 
"which  they  received  kindly :  but  when  they  fliewed 
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them  more  of  thefe,  and  made  them  underftand 
that  they  intended  to  barter  thefe  kinds  of  mer- 
chandize for  refrefhments,  they  contented  them- 
felves  with  turning  them  over,  and  looking  at  them, 
without  expreffing  any  intention  to  deal.  They 
returned  however  next  day  with  great  quantities 
of  the  fame  things  thjey  had  brought  before,  when 
the  Dutch  endeavoured  to  perfuade  them  to  bring 
fome  hogs  on  board,  but  as  they  converfed  only  bv 
ligns,  thefe  people  miftook  them  fo  far  as  to  bring 
them  the  following  day  two  or  three  dogs,  which 
proved  an  inexpreffible  difappointment. 

The  refrefhments  procured  from  this  illand  had 
fo  good  an  elFedl,  that  our  author  foon  found  him- 
felf  much  better,  andalFerts,  that  if  he  could  have 
had  tlie  liberty  of  ftaying  on  fhore  only  for  a  few 
days,  he  fhould  have  been  perfectly  recovered. 
The  iflanders  did  all  in  their  power  to  perfuade 
them  to  take  this  ftep,  and  never  came  on  board 
without  inviting  them  to  land  ;  but  as  they  were 
extremely  weakened,  and  had  for  fome  days  before 
their  arrival^  regularly  thrown  overboard  four  or 
five  of  their  peoj^le  a  day,  it  was  thought  too  great 
a  hazard,  as  the  ifland  was  extremely  populous, 
and  as  amidft  all  the  civilities  of  thefe  people,  there 
was  fomething  in  the  air,  look,  and  language  which 
the  Dutch  fancied  favoured  of  perfidy. 

From  feveral  obfervations,  it  was  foon  conjec- 
tured, that  the  inhabitants  of  this  ifland  were  at 
war  with  their  neighbours  of  the  ifland  of  Moa, 
and  this  furnifhed  them  with  a  new  fcheme,  for 
fpeedily  obtaining  a  confiderable  ftock  of  provi- 
fions.  The  Dutch  were  fatisficd  that  the  ifland  of 
Moa,  though  as  pleafant  and  fertile  as  the  other, 
was  but  thinly  peopled  ;  this  engaged  them  to 
attempt,  by  a  fudden  defcent  upon  that  ifland, 
to  cany  off'  at  once,  what  might  enable  them  to 
profecute  their  voyage,  without  danger  of  fall- 
ing into  the  diftrcfles  they  had  lb  lately  endured. 
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This  prqje6t  was  bold  in  itfelf,  and  required  great 
prudence  in  w:ondu6ting  it.  It  was,  therefore, 
thought  expedient  to  land  in  different  places, 
and  then  join  as  foon  as  poffible.  This  fehcme 
was  carried  into  execution  as  happily  as  they  could 
wiih ;  for  though  as  foon  as  they  began  to  fell  the 
cocoa  trees,  the  natives  who  lay  in  ambufcade  be- 
hind the  buihes,  difcharged  a  fliower  of  arrows  at 
them,  yet  they  were  fo  fortunate  as  to  efcape  un- 
hurt ;  whereas  the  difcharge  of  their  fmall  arms 
laid  abundance  of  the  natives  dead  on  the  ground, 
which  fo  frightened  the  reft,  that  they  imme- 
diately took  flielter  in  their  canoes,  and  after- 
wards endeavoured  in  vain,  by  their  cries  and 
fliouts,  to  bring  the  reft  of  their  countrymen  tp 
their  affiftance.  However,  as  they  remained  quiet 
the  Dutch  had  time  to  bring  away  800  cocoa-nuts, 
with  which  they  returned  fafe  on  board  their 
fliallops,  and  foon  after  rejoined  their  fhips,  very 
well  fatisfied  with  their  expedition.  They  alfo 
found  in  this  ifland  vaft  plenty  of  pomegranates 
of  a  moft;  excellent  tafte,  as  well  as  pifans  or  In- 
dian iigs.  And  thefe  refreihments  were  of  prodi- 
gious fervice ;  for  our  author  declares,  that  with- 
out them  the  whole  of  both  lliips  companies  muft 
have  infallibly  perilhed. 

They  now  began  to  make  the  neceffary  prepa- 
rations for  continuing  their  voyage,  when  the 
iilanders  from  Moa  came  off  with  about  two  hun- 
dred canoes,  all  laden  with  provifions  of  different 
kinds,  which  they  exchanged  for  various  forts  of 
merchandize  This  the  Dutch  underftood  as  in- 
tended merely  to  prevent  a  fecond  defcent,  and 
therefore  they  received  them  kindly,  and  readily 
purchafed  their  cargo. 

The  exchange  was  no  fooner  over,  than  they 
weighed  anchor,  and  parted  with  thefe  people  on 
pretty  good  terms.  They  now  continued  their 
voyage  through  a  lea  i'o  full  of  iflands,  that  fmd- 
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ing  it  difficult  to  count  them^  they  gave  them  the 
generally  name  of  the  Thoufand  lllands.  They 
Were  inhabited  by  people  of  a  very  fvvarthy  com- 
plexion^ who  were  fliort  and  fquat^  and  had  their 
heads  covered  with  a  thick,  curling,  woolly  hair. 
Both  the  men,  women,  and  children,  went  gene- 
rall  naked,  except  having  a  kind  of  belt  two  fin- 
gers broad  compofed  of  teeth,  and  bracelets  of 
the  fame.  Some  of  them  wore  on  their  heads  light 
llraw  hats,  adorned  with  the  feathers  of  the  birds 
of  Paradife,  which  are  faid  to  be  found  no  where 
but  in  thefe  iflands ;  there  are,  indeed,  fome  that 

fo  under  the  fame  name  on  the  coaft  of  Africa, 
ut  they  differ  much  from  thefe  in  their  plumage. 
Whenever  the  inhabitants  of  thefe  iflands  go  to 
Ternate,  Banda,  Amboyna,  or  any  of  the  Moluc- 
cos,  in  order  to  fell  their  merchandize,  as  fait 
pork,  amber,  and  gold  duft,  they  alfo  carry  with 
them  fome  of  thefe  birds.  They  conftantly  fell 
them  dead,  affirming  that  they  always  find  them 
fo,  and  that  they  are  abfolutely  ignorant  whence 
they  come,  or  where  they  breed.  Thus  much  is 
certain,  that  this  bird  is  always  feen  very  high  in 
the  air  ;  it  is  extremely  light,  as  it  chiefly  confifts 
of  feathers,  which  are  extremely  beautiful,  and 
render  it  one  of  the  greateft  curiofities  in  the 
world.  The  plumage  of  its  head  is  as  bright  as 
gold ;  that  of  its  neck  refembles  a  drake's ;  and 
that  of  its  tail  and  wings  is  very  like  a  peacock's. 
As  to  the  reft,  in  its  beak  and  form  it  comes  the 
neareft  to  a  fwallow,  except  its  being  larger.  Sucli 
as  deal  in  them,  would  perfuade  Ihangcrs  that 
they  have  no  feet,  and  that  when  they  fleep,  they 
hang  themfelves  by  their  feathers  to  the  branch  of 
a  tree  ;  but  the  truth  of  the  matter  is,  that  to  ren- 
der their  birds  more  wonderful,  thefe  traders  cut 
off  their  legs,  and  do  it  io  clofe  to  the  body,  that 
when  the  flefh  begins  to  dry,  the  Ikin  and  feathers 
unite  (0  perfectly,  that  it  is  almoit  iinpolliblc  to 
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perceive  the  I^ft  fear.  They  alfo  aHert,  that  thefe 
birds  are  contrnually  flying,  and  that  they  live  by 
the  flies  and  infe6ls  they  catch  in  the  air.  The 
feathers  of  the  male  are  brighter  and  more  beauti- 
ful than  thofe  of  the  female.  In  the  eaftern  lan- 
guages this  bird  is  generally  called  Mancodiata, 
or  the  Bird  of  God.  Many  of  them  are  fent  to 
Batavia,  where  they  are  generally  fold  for  three 
crowns  a  piece.  The  Moors,  Arabians,  and  Per- 
lians,  efteem  them  highly.  They  make  ufe  of 
their  feathers  to  adorn  their  faddles,  and  the  fur- 
niture of  their  horfes  ;  and  to  heighten  their  luf- 
tre,  intermingle  them  with  pearls  and  diamonds. 
They  alfo  wear  them  in  their  turbans,  more  parti- 
cularly when  they  go  to  war,  from  a  fuperftitious 
notion  of  their  rendering  them  invulnerable. 

As  to  the  neighbouring  continent  of  New  Gui- 
nea, it  appeared  a  very  high  country,  extremely 
full  of  plants  and  trees,  fo  that  in  failing  400  lea- 
gues along  the  coaft,  they  did  not  perceive  one 
barren  fpot ;  and  our  author  thinks  it  highly  pro- 
bable, that  it  abounds  with  many  valuable  com- 
modities, as  rich  metals  and  fpices. 

The  officers  of  the  Dutch  fquadron  were  at  this 
time  in  doubt,  whether  they  Ihould  follow  Dam- 
pier's  courfe,  or  pafs  by  the  iflands  of  Ternate, 
Tydore,  and  Bacian,  as  the  lefs  dangerous  paf- 
fage.  They  however  chole  the  firft.  Each  of 
thefe  three  iflands  is  governed  by  its  refpedive 
monarch  ;  and  it  is  remarkable,  that  the  Dutch 
Eaft  India  company  allow  thefe  princes  a  kind  of 
annual  tribute,  on  condition  of  grubbing  up  by 
the  roots,  all  the  fpice  trees  that  grow  in  their  do- 
minions. The  reft  of  the  kings  of  the  Moluccos, 
to  the  number  of  100,  are  all  dependant  upon 
thefe  three  princes. 

They  fleered   their  courfe  along  the  Ihore  of 
New  Guinea,   by  an  innumerable  chain  of  fmall 
iflands,  extending  between  the  weft  point  and  the 
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ifland  of  Gilolo.  This  paflage  they  made  with 
the  utmoft  hazard,  and  favv  with  joy  the  ifland  of 
Bouro,  which  is  in  the  latitude  of  2*^.  fouth,  and 
in  the  moft  weftern  place  of  any  in  which  the 
Dutch  Eaft  India  company  maintain  a  factory. 
This  ifland  is  for  the  mofl:  part  pretty  high  land, 
and  every  where  abounds  with  trees  and  Ihrubs  of 
various  kinds.  As  foon  as  they  arrived  upon  the 
coafl:,  they  were  fpoken  with  by  a  fmall  vefTel,  on 
board  of  which  were  two  white  men,  and  feveral 
negroes,  who  enquired  particularly  to  whom  they 
belonged,  from  whence  they  came,  and  whither 
they  were  going;  to  which  they  anfwered,  that 
they  came  from  the  coafi:  of  New  Guinea,  and 
were  bound  for  Batavia  ;  but  very  wifely  conceal- 
ed their  belonging  to  the  Weft  India  company,- 
becaufe  they  knew  that  the  Eaft  India  company 
permitted  no  vedels  but  their  own  to  fail  upoa 
that  coaft,  and  had  given  orders  for  attacking 
any  ftrange  vellels  that  fliould  appear  there.  The 
inhabitants  of  this  ifland  told  them,  that  formerly 
abundance  of  clove-trees  grew  in  their  country, 
but  that  a  detachment  of  foldiers  in  the  fervice 
of  the  company  came  every  year  and  grubbed 
them  up,  when  the  natives  received  a  prefeiit; 
and  that  this  was  done  becaufe  the  company 
thought  Amboyna  produced  fuflicient  for  mantain- 
ing  their  commerce.  This  ifland  of  Bouro  is 
about  fourty  or  fifty  leagues  in  circumference, 
and  the  Dutch  were  formerly  in  a  great  meaCure 
mafters  of  it,  but  were  difpollcired  by  tlic  natives, 
fmce  which  time  the  company  content  themfelves 
with  grubbing  up  the  clove- trees. 

They  now  continued  their  courfe  by  the  neigh- 
bouring iflands,  in  order  to  reach  the  co:ift  of 
Buton,  in  hopes  of  meeting  thcie  with  thofe  re- 
frelhments  that  fcen»cd  abfolutciy  ncccllhry  for 
their  prefervation.     in  a  fhort  time  they  arrived 
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in  the  height's^  4*^.  fouth  latitude,  and  failed  for 
a  long  day  along  the  coails  of  that  ifland,  without 
perceiving  any  fign  of  the  port  for  which  they 
fought,  and  at  laft  found  that  thty  were  eight 
leagues  paft  it,  which  our  author  attributes  to  the 
niani.gcment  of  the  principal  officers,  who  were 
in  fuch  a  hurry  to  get  to  the  Eaft  Indies,  that 
they  paid  very  little  regard  to  the  inexpreffible 
miferies,  to  which,  by  their  treacherous  conduct, 
the  poor  men  were  expofed.  To  conceal  this 
however  as  much  as  poffible,  they  pretended  to 
attempt  bearing  up  for  that  port,'though  they 
knew  it  to  be  abfolutely  impra6licable,  confider- 
ing  the  force  with  which  the  monfoon  blew.  There 
were  now  no  further  hopes  of  finding  any  place 
of  refreihment  fhort  of  the  ifland  of  Java  ;  for 
wherever  they  attempted  to  anchor,  they  well 
knew  their  Ihips  would  be  confifcated,  in  con- 
fequence  of  maxims  inviolably  obferved  by  the 
Eaft  India  company.  All  the  men,  therefore,  on 
board  both  Ihips,  but  efpecially  the  lick  and  the 
feeble,  eaft  a  languifliing  look  on  that  fertile 
country  they  left  behind  them,  while  their  minds 
prefaged  the  melancholy  eiTe6ts  that  muft  necefla- 
rily  attend  a  meafure  fo  precarious. 

The  fituation  of  the  ifland  of  Buton  is  remark- 
ably advantageous.  It  extends  from  the  4th  to  , 
6th  degree  of  fouth  latitude,  and  is  nearly  equal 
in  compafs  to  that  of  Bouro.  It  is  extremely 
fertile  in  rice ;  it  enjoys  an  extraordinary  plenty 
of  cattle  and  fifh,  and  would  produce  a  great 
number  both  of  clove  and  nutmeg  trees,  if  they 
"were  permitted  to  grow.  The  king  has  a  very 
ftrong  fort,  on  which  the  Dutch  ftandard  is  dis- 
played, though  there  is  no  Dutch  garrifon,  nor 
any  need  of  one.'  The  Dutch  company  content 
themfelves  with  fending  thither  every  year  certain 
deputies  to  fee  the  fpice-trees  defiroyed,  and  in 
confideration  of  his  fubmitting  to  this,  the  com- 
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pany  pay  the  king  a  confiderable  fuiii  in  ready 
money.  This  nation  is  of  all  others,  the  molt 
faithful  to  the  Eaft- India  company,  it  having  not 
only  aflifted  them  in  expelling  the  Portuguefe,  but 
alfo  againft  the  inhabitants  of  the  Moluccos,  when- 
ever they  have  attempted  to  take  up  arms  againfl 
them  ;  and  by  this  means  have  rendered  that 
company  intirely  miftrefs  of  the  trade  of  that  part 
of  the  world  :  in  confequence  of  which,  the  in- 
habitants of  Buton  enjoy  feveral  privileges  peculiar 
to  themfelves. 

The  Dutch  commodore  having  left  the  coail 
of  Buton,  and  palTed  through  the  channel  of  the 
Moluccos,  arrived  on  the  coail  of  Java,  and  im- 
mediately anchored  with  his  two  fhips  in  the  road 
of  Japara,  towards  the  clofe  of  the  month  of  Sep- 
tember, 1722.  The  firft  ftep  the  commodore  and 
his  officers  took,  was  to  pay  a  vifit  to  the  perfon 
who  refided  there  on  the  part  of  the  company, 
in  order  to  acquaint  him  with  their  reafons  for 
coming  thither.  This  gentleman  was  an  enfign, 
named  Kufter,  a  very  civil,  well-bred  perfon, 
who  inftantly  afTembled  a  council  to  confider  what 
meafures  were  to  be  taken  upon  this  occafion 
They  were  all  extremely  moved  at  the  commo- 
dore's recital  of  the  misfortunes  he  and  his  men 
had  met  with,  and  expreffed  great  pity  for  him, 
his  officers,  and  fliips  companies,  who  indeed 
appeared  worthy  of  compafTion.  They  had  loft 
no  lefs  than  feventy  men,  exclufive  of  thofe  killed 
in  their  feveral  engagements  with  the  Indians. 
Twenty-fix  of  the  furvivors  were  extremely  ill, 
and  there  were  no  more  than  ten  perlbns  left 
in  tolerable  health.  As  foon  as  they  had  notified 
their  arrival,  their  next  care  was  to  get  their 
fick  men  on  ffiore,  which  was  peribrmed  v-'ith  all 
the  tendernefs  imaginable,  by  flinging  them  in 
their  hammocks  into  the  Ihallops.  There  were 
however  four  among  them  in  fo  very  low  a  con- 


jo^        ROGGEWEIN's  VOYAGE   FOR  THE 

dition,  that  iTwas  not  thought  proper  to  move 
them ;  but  the  very  thoughts  of  their  being  left 
after  their  companions  were  on  (liore  killed  them. 
Such  as  were  landed,  were  lodged  in  an  ifland 
imder  tents  fet  up  for  that  purpofe,  where  they 
had  every  necellary  afforded  them  that  the  coun- 
try produced,  and  yet  after  all  the  care  that  could 
be  taken,  many  of  them  died  foon  after  their  be- 
ing fet  on  Ihore. 

Mr.  Kufter  did  not  fail  to  fend  an  account  of 
their  arrival  to  the  commandant  of  the  coafts  of 
Java,  who  inftantly  tranfmitted  it  to  Mr.  Swaar- 
dekroon,  who  was  at  that  time  governor-general 
of  the  Eaft  Indies.  The  anfwer  he  gave  was  ex- 
tremely favourable  ;  he  promifed  to  affift  them  to 
the  utmoft  of  his  power,  adding,  that  they  had 
nothing  to  do,  but  to  get  to  Batavia  as  foon  as 
they  could.  While  they  waited  for  the  general's 
anfwer,  and  the  recovery  of  the  fick,  they  pafTed 
their  time  very  agreeably  ;  for  their  countrymen 
being  fenfible  of  the  miferies  they  had  endured, 
iifed  every  means  to  make  them  forget  them : 
which  very  foon  had  its  effect,  and  in  a  few  days 
the  feamen  became  as  frolicfome  and  gay,  as  if 
they  had  mq,de  the  moft  pleafant  and  fortunate 
voyage  in  the  world.  Our  author  adds,  that  he 
was  foon  extremely  fliocked  at  feeing  thofe,  whoi 
but  a  few  days  before,  were  weeping,  fighing, 
praying,  and  making  the  warmeft  proteftations  of 
their  leading  new  and  regular  lives,  if  God  would 
be  pleafed  to  fpare  them,  running  headlong  into 
the  greateft  extravagancies,  fwearing,  drinking, 
and  palling  whole  days  and  nights  in  houfes  of 
lewdnefs  and  debauchery.  To  this  they  were 
prompted  by  the  bad  example  of  thofe  among 
whom  they  lived,  the  lower  fort  of  people  at  Ja- 
para  being  as  lewd  and  profligate  as  podible. 

After  refrelhing  themfelves  at  Japara  for  about 
a  month,  they  began  to  think  of  continuing  their 
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voyage  to  Batavia,  in  order  to  reap  the  fruits  of 
the  governor  general's  promifes.  When  all  things 
were  ready,  they  fpent  about  two  days  in  taking 
leave  of  their  friends,  who  gave  them  all  forts  of 
provifions,  and  much  more  of  every  kind  than 
was  neceffary  for  fo  (hort  a  voyage.  At  laft  they 
quitted,  not  without  fenfible  regret,  a  place  where 
they  had  been  fo  kindly  entertained,  where  all 
their  wants  had  been  fo  generoully  relieved,  and 
■whereafter  fo  many  hardihips  and  fufFerings  they 
had  fpent  a  few  weeks  in  peace  and  plenty. 

The  town  of  Japara  is  feated  at  the  bottom  of  a 
mountain  of  moderate  height,  and  is  inhabited 
chiefly  by  Javans,  Chinefe,  and  Dutch.  It  was 
much  more  conliderable  in  extent  when  in  the 
hands  of  the  Portugaefe  than  it  is  at  prefent.  Be- 
fore  the  Dutch  Eaft  India  company  got  polfcflion 
of  Jacatra,  they  fixed  here  their  principal  maga- 
zine of  merchandize,  and  made  this  their  chief 
fadlory,  on  which  all  the  others  in  the  ifland  of  Java 
were  dependant.  But  that  eftablifliment  has  been 
long  funk  by  the  removal  of  the  fa6iory.  The 
port  of  Japara  is  equally  fafe  and  commodious, 
and  there  is  a  fort  built  moftly  of  wood,  erc(5^ed 
on  the  top  of  the  mountain,  at  the  foot  of  which 
the  town  is  fituated.  This  is  called  the  Invincible 
Mountain  ;  becaufe  when  the  Portuguefe  were 
mafters  of  the  place,  the  Javans  were  conftantly 
defeated  in  all  the  attempts  made  to  get  it  into 
their  hands. 

The  king  of  Japara  generally  refides  at  a  place 
called  Kattafura,  fituated  twenty-nine  leac^ues  up 
the  country,  where  the  Dutch  have  a  frrong  fort 
and  garrifon.  This  prince  is  a  Mahometan,  and 
according  to  the  practice  of  moft  of  the  eaflcrn 
monarchs,  is  conftantly  ferved  by  women,  of  whom 
he  takes  as  many  as  he  pleafes,  cither  as  wive-  or 
concubines.  Some  of  his  priefts  arc  obliged  to  go 
every  year  in  pilgrimage  to  Mecca,  iii  order  to 
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make  vows  t%re  for  the  fafety  and  profperity  of 
the  royal  family.  His  fubje6ts  are  extremely  faith- 
ful, and  devoted  to  his  fervice.  The  principal 
perfons  of  his  court  are  obliged,  whenever  they 
have  an  audience,  to  approach  him  creeping  on 
their  knees;  but  this  flavidi  cuftom  is  difufed  in 
time  of  war.  Thofe  who  commit  the  flighteft 
fault  are  ftabbed  on  the  fpot  with  a  little  dagger 
called  a  krid;  and  as  this  is  almoft  the  only  punifh- 
ment  in  ufe  among  them,  the  flighteft  as  well  as 
the  greateft  fault,  are  capital. 

The  natives  of  this  country  are  for  the  moft  part 
of  a  very  brown  complexion.  They  are  tolerably 
well  Ihaped,  and  have  long  black  hair,  which, - 
however,  they  often  cut.  Their  nofes  are  flat  and 
broad,  and  their  teeth  very  black,  which  is  owing 
to  their  continually  chewing  betel  and  faufel.  The 
betel  has  been  already  defcri bed  in  Dampier's  voy- 
age. The  faufel  is  a  kind  of  nut  not  much  unlike, 
though  fomething  fmaller  than  the  nutmeg.  It  is 
without  tafte,  and  yields,  when  chewed,  a  beauti- 
ful red  kind  of  juice,  which  the  Indians  make  ufe 
of  in  painting  their  chintz.  The  tree  that  bears 
this  nut  is  very  ftraight,  and  its  leaves  refemble 
thofe  of  the  cocoa-tree. 

The  prevailing  diverfion  among  thefe  people  is 
a  kind  of  farces,  in  which  the  women  are  very. 
richly  dreiTed  ;  but  the  entertainment  chiefly  con- 
lifts  in  iinging  and  dancing,  accompanied  by  their 
mulic,  which  is  not  very  agreeable,  at  leaft  to 
JEuropean  ears.  This  mufic  only  confifts  of  little 
drums,  which  they  beat  dexterouOy  enough.  Their 
dancing  is  generally  of  the  grotefque  kind  ;  they 
throw  their  bodies  with  inexpreffible  agility  into  a 
vaft  variety  of  poftures,  expreffing  the  pallions  of 
the  mind  fo  comically,  that  it  is  almoft  impoflible 
to  avoid  laughing.  Thefe  Indians  alfo  pra6tice  the 
%var-dance,  in  which  the  king  and  his  grandees  often 
bear  a  part.    They  likcwife  amufe  themielves  with 
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cock-fighting,  and  lay  fuch  conliderable  fums,  that 
they  often  reduce  themfelves  to  beggary. 

This  country  abounds  with  all  the  neceflaries  of 
life  :  here  are  horned  cattle,  hogs,  and  an  amazing 
quantity  of  fowls.  The  only  thing  that  is  fcarce 
here  is  mutton.  As  to  wild  creatures,  they  have 
buffaloes,  flags,  tygers,  and  the  rhinoceros.  Their 
land  being  every  where  extremely  fertile  produces 
vafl  quantities  of  pepper,  cinnamon,  ginger,  car- 
damums,  rice,  &c.  and  of  late  years  they  have 
planted  coffee  with  great  fuccefs.  As  to  fruit  trees, 
fuch  as  cocoas,  figs,  &c.  they  grow  every  where  ; 
and  as  they  are  green  throughout  the  year,  and 
conftantly  planted  in  rows  along  the  fides  of  the 
rivers,  there  are  here  the  moft  beautiful  walks  in 
the  world.  Sugar  canes  abound  here,  and  it  is 
faid  their  vines  bear  grapes  feven  times  a  year,  but 
they  are  only  fit  for  raifins,  and  not  for  wine, 
hecaufe  the  climate  ripens  them  too  haftily.  The 
fea  and  all  the  rivers  produce  an  infinite  variety  of 
the  finefl  kinds  of  fidi,  fo  that  it  may  fafely  be 
affirmed,  that  Java  is  one  of  the  moft  plentiful  and 
pleafant  iilands  in  the  world. 

The  commodore,  on  his  leaving  Japara,  failed 
to  the  v/eft  for  about  fevcnty  leagues,  and  then, 
with  as  fair  a  wind  as  he  could  wilh,  entered  the 
road  of  Batavia,  where  having  faluted  the  fort,  he 
cauled  both  the  fhips  to  anchor  clofe  to  thole  that 
were  lading  for  the  voyage  home.  The  crew  now 
believed  that  all  their  pains  were  over,  and  that 
their  lliips  fliould  fpeedily  fail  with  thofe  that  were  , 
homeward  bovmd  ;  but  the  moft  flattering  hopes 
are  not  always  the  beft  founded.  The  commodore 
no  fooncr  faw  his  fhips  faicly  anchored,  than  he 
went  with  his  captain  into  the  (liallop,  intendin_^ 
to  go  to  Batavia ;  but  they  had  fearcely  rowed 
from  the  fliip's  fide,  when  they  faw  the  command- 
ant of  Batavias  ihaliop  rowing  towards  them, 
with  the  fifcal  on  board,  and  fum?  other  mcmbci> 
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of  the  council.  Thefe  gentlemen  bid  the  commo- 
dore go  backT^N^-hich  he  did  without  the  leali  hefi- 
tation  ;  and  by  the  time  that  both  fliallops  were 
■within  hearing  of  the  fhip,  the  fifcal  proclaimed 
aloud  the  governor  general's  fentence  of  confifca- 
tion  Both  the  Dutch  veflels  were  by  this  time  fo 
blocked  up  by  large  fliips,  that  it  was  impoffible 
for  them  to  efcape;  and  not  long  after  arrived  fome 
hundreds  of  foldiers,  who  took  both  the  fhips  and 
their  companies  into  their  cuftody. 

The  commodore,  taught  by  fo  many  and  thofe 
too  unexpected  dilafters,  began  to  repent  extreme- 
ly that  ever  he  had  propofed  returning  by  the  way 
of  the  Eaft-Indies:  but  it  was  now  too  late  to  be 
remedied.  The  difcovery  had  been  neg]e6led,  and 
thatnegle6f  punilhed  by  the  unjuft  fentence  of  the 
Eaft- India  company.  By  this  fentence  both  (hips 
were  declared  good  prizes.  The  goods  on  board 
them  were  contifcated  ;  and  to  prevent  the  trou- 
ble ofreprefentations  and  memorials,  every  thing- 
was  expofcd  to  public  fale,  and  difpofed  of  to  the 
beft  bidder:  while  the  crews  of  both  the  fliips  were 
divided,  and  put  on  board  feveral  veifels  that 
were  homeward  bound. 

The  city  of  Batavia,  in  the  ifland  of  Java,  lies 
in  6^.  fouth  latitude,  and  is  the  capital  of  all  the 
vafi  dominions  belonging  to  the  Dutch  EaftTndia 
company,  as  well  as  the  emporium,  where  all 
their  merchandize  and  riches  are  laid  up.  The 
Dutch  having  taken  the  town  of  Jacatra  from  the 
Portuguefe  in  1618,  they  foon  after  built  in  the 
neigbourhood  of  the  old  city,  a  fort,  which  they 
called  Batavia  ;  but  it  was  fcarcely  finifhed  when 
the  natives,  animated  and  aflifled  by  the  Englifli, 
attacked  it  feveral  times,  but  always  without  fuc- 
cefs;  and  th.e  lafl  time  blocked  it  up,  till  the  Dutch 
v.ere  fuccoured  by  a  powerful  fquadron  from  Eu- 
rope, under  the  command  of  Admiral  Koen,  who 
iniivicdiatcly  raifing   the  fiege,    the  natives  were 
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obliged  to  retire  with  the  utmoft  precipitation  : 
.  when  the  Dutch,  conlidering  the  excellent  fitua- 
tion  of  the  fort,  refolved  to  build  a  town  near  it; 
and  therefore  demolifhing  Jacatra^  erected  this 
famous  city  which  from  the  name  of  the  fort  they 
called  Batavia. 

The  city  is  furrounded  by  a  rampart  twenty- 
one  feet  thick,  covered  on  the  outfide  with  ftone, 
and  fortified  with  twenty-two  baftions.  This  ram- 
part is  furrounded  with  a  ditch  about  forty-five 
yards  broad,  and  the  avenues  to  the  place  are 
defended  by  feveral  forts,  fix  of  which  are  built  of 
ftone,  and  furnifhed  with  excellent  brafs  cannon. 
Threcf  of  thefeare  on  the  land  lide,  at  a  fmall  dif- 
tance  from  the  city,  which  is  farther  fecured  by 
their  fufFering  no  perfon  to  go  beyond  them  with- 
out a  paffport. 

The  river,  which  retains  its  ancient  name  of 
Jacatra,  paflTes  through  the  niidft  of  the  town, 
and  forms  fifteen  canals  of  running  water,  all 
faced  with  free-ftone,  and  adorned  with  ever-greeii 
trees.  Over  thefe  canals  are  fifty-fix  bridges,  be- 
fides  thofe  without  the  town.  AH  the  flreets  are 
perfectly  ftraight  ;  they  are  generally  fpeaking, 
thirty  feet  broad,  and  the  houfcs,  which  are  built 
after  the  manner  of  thofe  in  Holland,  are  moflly 
very  high.  The  city  is  about  a  league  and  a  half 
in  circumference,  but  the  fuburbs  contain  at  lead 
ten  times  as  many  houfes  as  the  city  itfclf.  The 
walls  have  five  gates,  including  that  of  the  port, 
near  which  is  the  barrier  ;  this  is  regularly  ihut 
at  nine  o'clock  in  the  evening,  and  there  is  pofted 
at  it  a  ftrong  guard  of  foldiers  night  and  day.  The 
principal  buildings  arc  a  very  fine  town- houfe ; 
four  churches  for  the  ule  of  the  Calvinifts  ;  a  fpin- 
huys,  or,  houfe  of  correftion,  in  which  women 
who  behave  loofely  are  con  lined  ;  an  orphan-houfe; 
a  magazine  of  fea-llores;  many  other  magazines 
for  fpices  ;  and  other  public  buildings. 

VOL.    IV.  P 
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Befides  the^piany  forts  before  mentioned^  there 
is  a  citadel,  wliich  is  a  fine  regular  fortification, 
fituated  at  the  mouth  of  the  river,  facing  the  city  ; 
it  is  flanked  with  four  baftions,  two  of  which  com- 
mand the  fea,  and  the  other  two  the  town.  This 
citadel  has  two  great  gates,  one  called  the  com- 
pany's gate,  and  the  other  the  water-gate;  and  there 
are  two  pofterns,  one  in  the  eaft  curtain,  and  the 
other  in  the  weft,  which  are  never  opened  but  for 
the  fervice  of  the  garrifon.  All  the  keepers  of  the 
magazines  have  their  lodgings  along  both  fides  of 
the  curtain  in  the  citadel,  and  here  the  governor 
gefieral  of  the  Indies  has  his  palace,  which  has  a 
noble  front,  built  after  the  Italian  manner.  Op- 
poiite  to  it  is  the  palace  of  the  director  general, 
who  is  the  next  perfon  to  the  governor.  The 
counfellors  and  other  principal  officers  of  the  com- 
pany have  alfo  their  apartments  here,  as  have  like- 
wife  the  phyfician^  the  furgeon,  and  apothecary* 
It  has  a  fmall  church  remarkably  neat  and  light, 
and  arfenals  and  magazines,  well  furniflied  with 
ammunition.  In  a  word,  this  citadel  is  the  gene- 
ral faftory,  where  all  the  affairs  of  the  company 
are  tranfa^ted,  and  where  all  the  archives  are  de- 
polited. 

The  city  of  Batavia  is  not  only  inhabited  by 
the  Dutch,  but  abundance  of  Portuguefe,  French, 
and  other  Europeans  eftablifhed  there  on  account 
of  trade,  Thcfe  Portuguefe  are  moftly  defendants 
of  thofe  who  formerly  lived  in  other  parts  of  the 
iiland  of  Java,  or  at  Goa,  and  did  not  think  fit  to 
remove  vvhen  the  coafts  of  the  ifland  were  reduced 
tinder  the  dominion  of  the  Dutch  Eaft  India  com- 
pany, and  moft  of  them  are  now  of  the  reformed 
religion.  There  are  likewife  here  a  vaft  number  of 
people  of  different  nations,  as  Javanefe,  Chinefe, 
Maylayans,  Amboinefe,  Armenians,  natives  of 
the  iHe  of  Bali,  Mardykers,  Macaffars,  Timors, 
and  Bougisa    There  cannot  be  any  thing  moreen- 
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tertaining  thfin  to  behold  fuch  a  multitude  of  peo- 
ple of  different  countries  living  at  their  own  dwel- 
lings after  their  own  way.  One  fees  every  moment 
new  cuftoms,  llrangef  manners,  a  variety  of  habits, 
and  faces  of  different  colours^  as  white,  black, 
brown,  and  olive-coloured :  every  one  living  as 
he  pleafes,  and  fpeaking  his  own  language.  Yet, 
notwithftanding  fuch  a  variety  of  ciiftoms  fo  differ- 
ent from  each  other,  there  is  obfervable  a  very  fiir- 
priling  union  among  the  citizens  ;  this  is  purely 
the  cffe6t  of  commerce,  which  is  tlie  common  fouj. 
that  a6luates  this  great  body. 

In  order  to  give  a  clear  idea  of  the  manner  in 
which  thefe  people  live  at  Batavia,  it  will  be  pro- 
per to  mention  fome  particulars  of  each  nation. 
The  Javanefe  apply  themfelves  chiefly  to  agricul- 
ture, fifhing,  and  (hip- building.  They  fcarcely 
\vear  any  other  habit  belides  a  fliort  petticoat  which 
Reaches  to  their  knees,  all  the  reft  of  their  bodies 
being  naked,  except  their  having  a  fcarf  acrofs 
their  fhoulders,  in  which  hangs  a  Ihortfword,  and 
and  a  little  bonnet  on  their  heads.  Their  cab- 
bjns,  which  are  much  neater  than  thofe  of  the 
other  Indians,  are  built  of  fplit  bamboos,  with  a 
large  fpreading  roof  that  hangs  over  the  houfe, 
under  which  they  fit  to  take  the  air.  Thofe  who 
are  eftabliihed  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Batavia, 
and  for  a  tra6t  of  about  40  leagues  along  the  moun- 
tains of  the  country  of  Bantam,  are  immediately 
fubjedt  to  the  governor  general.  The  company 
fend  commiffaries.  among  them,  who  adminifter 
juftice,  and  collect  the  public  revenues ;  and  the 
principal  men  among  the  Javanefe  refort  at  certain 
times  to  Batavia,  in  order  to  give  an  account  of 
the  behaviour  of  thefe  commillaries. 

The  Chinefe  are  fo  very  numerous,  that  it  is 
reckoned  thofe  in  the  city  and  fuburbs  amount  to 
at  leaft  ^000.  They  fcem  natui'ally  born  for  trade, 
ftr^  enemies  to  idlcnel'o,  and  think  nothing  bard  or 
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laborious  tha^is  attended  with  a  certainty  of  gain. 
They  can  live  upon  very  little,  are  bold,  enter- 
prizing,  and  to  the  laft  degree  deceitful,  taking  a 
pride  in  inipofing  upon  thofe  who  deal  with  then}, 
and  boafting  of  that  cunning  of  which  they  ought 
to  beafhamed.  Moil  of  the  fugar-mills  in  Batavia 
belong  to  them  ;  and  the  diftillery  of  arrack  is  en- 
tirely in  their  hands.  They  are  the  ciiriicrs  of 
Afia,  and  the  Eaft-India  company  itfelf  frequently 
makes  ufe  of  their  vefTels.  They  keep  ail  the 
ffiops,  and  moft  of  the  inns  in  the  city,  and  are 
likewife  the  farmers  of  the  duties,  excifes,  and 
cuftoms.  They  are  generally  well  made,  and  of 
an  olive  complexion.  Their  heads  are  very  round, 
their  eyes  fmall,  and  their  nofes  fliort  and  flat. 
They  do  not  cut  ofT their  hair,  as  thofe  are  obliged 
to  do  who  remain  in  China  ;  but  immediately  upon' 
leaving  their  native  country  fuifer  it  to  grow,  as  a 
mark  of  their  freedom,  and  curl  and  drefs  it  to 
great  advantage.  Thefe  people  always  appear  bare- 
headed, with  an  umbrella  in  their  hands  to  keep- 
off  the  fun.  They  alfo  fuffer  their  nails  to  grow 
to  an  immoderate  length,  which  gives  them  a  pro- 
digious dexterity  in  Height  of  hand,  an  art  of  con- 
fiderable  confequence,  as  it  is  managed  by  them. 
Their  drefs  here  differs  from  that  worn  in  China. 
Their  robes  are  very  full,  and  their  fleeves,  which 
are  made  of  cotton  cloth,  very  large.  Underneath 
they  have  a  pair  of  trowfers,  which  reach  to  their 
ancles.  They  go  without  ftockings,:  and  inllead 
of  fhoes  wear  a  kind  of  flippers.  Their  women 
alfo  wear  very  long  cotton  robes,  and  are  \ery 
brifk  and  lively,  but  impudent  and  extravagantly 
debauched.  The  Chinefe  in  general  have  not  the 
ieaft  notion  of  any  difiin6fion  of  meats;  for  they 
here  eat  without  ceremony  the  flefli  of  dogs,  cats, 
or  rats,  or  any  other  animal  that  comes  to  hand; 
They  here  follow  the  religion  of  their  country,  - 
and  have,  at  a  placeabout  a.  league's  diftance  from  ■ 
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the  city,  a  pagodo,  where  they  afTemble  for  the  ex- 
ercife  of  their  religion,  and  where  is  their  princi- 
pal idol,  whom  they  call  Joofteje  de  Batavia.  They, 
as  well  as  the  Javanefe,  are  fo  extravagantly  ad- 
di6led  to  gaming  and  laying  of  wagers,  that  they 
will  not  only  lofe  all  their  money,  houfes,  and 
goods  at  play,  but  will  likewife  ftake  their  wives 
and  children. 

The  ilMalayans  at  Batavia  employ  themfelves 
chiefly  in  tifliing ;  their  veifels  are  very  neat,  and 
their  fails  ingenioufly  made  of  ftraw,  but  they 
are  a  moft  wicked  and  profligate  people,  and  one 
often  hears  of  their  committing  murders,  for 
very  trifling  gains.  They  prolels  the  Mohometan 
religion,  but  are  abfolutely  void  of  morals,  and 
make  a  merit  of  cheating  Chriflians.  The  laft 
captain  or  chief  they  had  was  publicly  whipped 
and  branded  for  his  frauds  and  villainies :  his  goods 
■were  confifcated,  and  himfelf  banilhed  to  the  iiland 
of  Ceylon,  fince  which  they  have  been  aihamed 
to  chufe  another  chief  Their  habits  are  either 
iilk  or  cotton,  and  the  men  wear  a  piece  of  cotton 
cloth  about  their  heads,  with  their  black  hair 
tied  up  in  a  knot  behind. 

The  negroes  who  live  at  Batavia  arc  moftly 
Mahometans.  Some  of  them  work  at  meclianic 
trades,  others  are  a  kind  of  pedlars,  but  the 
molt  confiderable  of  them  trade  in  ftone  for 
building,  which  they  bring  tVom  the  neighbour- 
ing iflands. 

The  Amboynefe  apply  themfelves  chiefly  to 
building  of  houfes  with  bamboos,  the  windows 
of  which  are  made  of  fpilt  cane,  very  neatly 
■wrought  in  diff^crent  iigures.  They  are  a  very 
bold,  boifterous  people,  and  fo  (urbulent,  that 
they  are  not  allowed  to  live  in  the  city,  but  have 
their  quarters  near  the  Chinefe  burying  ground. 
Their  arms  are  for  the  moft  {)art  large  fabres, 
•md  long   bucklers.     The  men   wear  a  piece  of 
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€Otton  cloth  round  their  heads,  with  the  tv/Q 
eorners  hanging  down  behind,  and  this  kind  of 
turban  they  adorn  with  abundance  of  flowers. 
The  women  wear  a  fort  of  habit  that  fits  clof^ 
to  their  bodies,  and  wrap  a  cotton  mantle  rount^ 
their  fhoulders,  but  leave  their  arms  naked- 

The  Mardykers,  or  TopalTes,  are  idolaters, 
compofed  of  feveral  Indian  nation,  and  are  of 
various  trades  and  profeffions.  Their  merchants 
being  furnilhed  with  paflports  from  the  company, 
carry  on  a  great  commerce  in  all  the  neighbouring 
iflands.  Some  of  them  are  gardeners;  others 
breed  cattle  and  fome  of  them  fowls.  The  men 
generally  drefs  lik^  the  Dutch,  but  the  women 
go  like  other  Indians.  They  dwell  both  in  the 
f:ity  and  country.  Their  houfes  are  much  bettej: 
than  thofe  of  the  other  Indians,  and  ^re  generally 
built  either  of  ftone  or  brick;  they  are  feveral 
Hories  high,  and  very  neat. 

At  Batavia  there  are  alfo  fome  of  the  MacafTars 
fo  famous  for  their  little  poifoned  arrows,  which 
they  blow  through  a  trunk.  This  poifon  is  the 
juice  of  a  certain  tree  th^t  grows  in  MacalTar, 
and  in  the  Bougi  illands.  They  dip  the  points 
of  their  arrows  in  this  juice,  and  then  letting 
them  dry,  the  wound  they  give  is  certainly  mortal. 

The  Bougis  are  the  inhabitants  of  three  or  four 
iflands,  near  that  of  MacalTar,  and  fince  the  con- 
queft  of  this  ifiand  they  have  fettled  themfelve? 
at  Batavia.  They  are  hardy,  bold  fellows,  fo]r 
which  reafon  the  company  make  ufe  of  them  for 
fcldiers.  Their  arms  are  bows  and  arrows,  fabrea 
and  bucklers. 

The  Armenians  and  fome  other  Afiatics,  refide 
in  Batavia,  only  on  account  of  trade,  and  flay  no 
longer  than  their  occafions  call  theai. 

The  city  of  Batavia,  and  all  the  dominions 
which  the  cornpany  pofFefs  in  the  Eaft  Indies,  are 
gpverned  by  two  fupreme  councils,  the  one  ftjl^4 
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the  council  of  the  Indies,  and  the  other  the  coun- 
cil of  Juftice,  both  of  which  are  fixed  in  Batavia, 
as  the  capital  of  all  the  countries  under  the  com- 
pany's dominion.  To  the  firft  of  thefe  councils, 
belong  all  matters  of  government,  and  the  direc- 
tion of  public  affairs,  and  to  the  latter,  the  admi- 
niftration  of  juftice  in  all  its  branches.  The  go- 
vernor-general always  prefides  in  the  firft,  which 
is  ufually  compofed  of  eighteen  or  twenty  per- 
fons,  who  are  called  counfellors  of  the  Indies. 
It  very  rarely  happens  that  they  are  all  at  Batavia 
together,  becaufe  they  are  ufually  provided  with 
fome  of  the  feven  governments  in  the  company's 
difpofal.  This  council  afiTembles  twice  a  week, 
and  upon  extraordinary  occafions,  as  often  as  the 
governor-general  pleafes.  They  deliberate  upon 
every  thing  relating  to  the  intereft  of  the  com- 
pany, fuperintend  the  government  of  the  ifiancl 
of  Java,  and  whatever  depends  upon  it.  They 
likewife  ilTue  orders  and  inftru6>ions  to  the  other 
governments,  which  are  implicitly  obeyed  ;  and 
in  this  council  all  letters  dirc<5fed  to  the  governor- 
general,  or  to  the  dirc6tor,  are  read,  and  anfwers 
agreed  on  by  a  plurality  of  voices. 

The  council  of  Juftice  is  compofed  of  a  prefi- 
dent,  who  is  ufually  a  counfellor  of  the  Indies  ; 
eight  counfellors  of  juftice;  a  fifcal,  or  attorney- 
general  for  the  affairs  of  government ;  another 
fifcal  for  maritime  affairs,  and  a  lecretary. 

Befides  thefe  two  fovereign  councils,  there  is  the 
council  or  tribunal  of  the  city  of  Batavia,  com- 
pofed by  nine  aldermen,  including  the  prefident, 
who  is  always  a  counfellor  of  the  Indies,  and  a 
vice-prefident :  the  bailiff  of  the  city,  and  the  com- 
millary  of  the  adjacent  country,  have  alfo  feats  in 
this  aifembly,  and  with  the  fecretary  make  up  the 
board. 

The  governor-general  is  the  head  of  the  empire 
eftablilhcd  by  the  company  in  the  Eaft  Indies,  and 
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is  in  reality  ftadtholder,  captain-general,  and  ad* 
miral.  He  is'by  his  otiice  preiident  of  tiie  council 
of  the  Indies,  in  which  he  has  two  votes:  he  has 
the  key  of  ail  the  magazines,  and  direfts  every 
thing  relating  to  them  :  he  commands  by  his  own 
proper  authority,  and  every  body  is  bound  to  obey 
feim  ;  but  he  is  liable  to  be  removed  by  the  direc- 
tors of  the  company  at  home,  and  in  cafe  of  trea- 
fon,  or  other  enormous  crimes,  the  council  of 
Jultice  have  a  right  to  leize  his  perfon,  and  call 
him  to  account. 

He  is  allowed  by  the  company  800  rixdollars 
a  month,  and  500  more  for  his  table,  and  they 
alio  pay  the  ialaries  of  fuch  as  compofe  his  houl- 
hold  :  but  thefe  appointments  are  only  a  very 
fmall  part  of  his  revenue;  the  legal  emoluments 
of  his  office  being  fo  great,  that  within  two  or 
three  years  he  is  able,  without  oppreffing  the  peo- 
ple, or  burdening  his  confcience,  to  raife  an  im- 
menfe  fortune. 

As  he  is  in  a  manner  the  fovereign  of  the  coun- 
tries belonging  to  the  company,  he  is  allowed  a 
court,  and  moft  of  the  honours  paid  to  crowned 
heads.  Whenever  he  ftirs  out  of  his  palace,  in 
order  to  go  to  his  country  feat,  he  is  preceded 
by  the  mafter  of  the  houfliold,  at  the  head  of  fix 
gentlemen  on  horfeback,  with  a  trumpet ;  two 
halberdeers  on  horfeback  go  immediately  before 
his  coach  ;  then  follows  his  mafter  of  the  liorfe,  at 
the  head  of  fix  halberdeers  on  horfeback  ;  next 
come  the  other  coaches  which  carry  his  friends  and 
retiniie,  and  the  whole  is  clofed  with  a  troop  of  horfe 
confifting  of  forty-eight  men,  commanded  by  a 
captain  and  three  quarter  mafters,  and  preceded 
by  a  trumpet  richly  clothed.  Notwithftanding  the 
revenues,  powers,  and  honours  annexed  to  this 
office,  it  is  extremely  fatiguing  ;  for  the  governor 
general  is  employed  from  morning  till  night  in 
giving  audience,  in  reading  of  letters,  and  in  giv- 
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ing  orders  for  the  company's  fervice,  fo  that  he 
fpares  but  one  half  hour  for  dinner,  and  even  at 
table  difpatehes  fuch  affairs  as  are  extremely  prefT- 
ing. 

The  dire6lor  general  is  the  fecond  perfon  in  the 
council  of  the  Indies.  He  has  the  buying  and 
felling  of  the  commodities  that  enter  into,  or  go 
out  of  the  company's  magazines:  he  orders  what 
goods  Ihall  be  fent  to  Holland,  orelfevvhere  ;  and 
every  officer  under  his  command  makes  a  daily  re- 
port to  him  of  the  ftate  of  every  thing  under  his 
charge. 

The  third  perfon  in  the  government  is  the  ma- 
jor-general who,  under  the  governor,  has  the 
commaiid  of  all  the  forces. 

The  ecclefiaftical  government  at  Batavia  is  gene* 
r^lly  in  the  hands  of  eleven  perfons  ;  all  of  whom 
are  minifters  of  the  reformed  religion  :  five  for  the 
two  Dutch  churches  in  the  city,  and  that  in  the 
citadel,  befides  the  minifter  who  refides  in  the 
iiland  of  Owruft,  three  Portuguefe  minifters,  and 
two  Malayan  :  the  five  laft  are  Dutchmen  by  birth^ 
though  they  preach  in  the  Portuguefe  and  Malayan 
tongues. 

Having  giVeh  this  particular  account  of  the  ciujt 
lihd  goveriiment  of  Batavia,  we  fliall  take  ^  view 
oftheiOand  in  general,  only  obferving   that   the 
fcountry  about  its  capital  is  fo  inexprelfibly  beauti- 
ful, that  nature  and  art  feem  to  ftrive  which  Ihall 
have  the  grcateft  fiiare  in  adorning  it.     The  air  is 
(vVeet  and  mildj  the  larid  fertile  and  finely  diverfi- 
fied  with  hills    arid  valleys,  all  of  which  are  im- 
proved  by   regular  plantations,   beautiful  canals, 
and    whatever  elfe   may  contribute   to  render  a 
country  plealant  and  agreeable. 
;    The  iiland  of  Java  in  genei'al  is  about   three 
hundred  leagues  in  circumference,  and   is  divided 
jnto  abundance    of  kingdoms  and  principalities, 
VOL.   iv.  Q 
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all  of  which  4re  dependant  on  the  emperor,  who 
relides  at  Kattafuara.  We  mufl,  however,  except 
out  of  the  number  of  thefe  tributary  princes,  the 
kings  of  Bantam  and  Japara,  who  do  not  acknow- 
ledge his  authority. 

The  country  produces  not  only  every  thing 
necefFary  for  the  fubfiftence  of  man,  but  a  large 
quantity  of  thofe  v^iluable  effects  which  form  the 
commerce  of  the  country.  It  is  divided  by  many 
rivers,  woods,  and  mountains,  in  all  of  which 
nature  has  very  bountifully  bellowed  her  treafures, 
and  it  is  faid  the  natives  find  in  many  places  con- 
fiderable  quantities  of  gold  ;  but  thefe  places  they 
carefully  conceal  from  all  the  Europeans.  During 
the  laft  war  in  Java,  which  lafted  from  the  year 
1 716  to  1721,  the  inhabitants  of  fo me  parts  of  the 
country  were  fo  often  and  fo  miferably  plundered, 
that  they  were  reduced  to  abfolute  beggary  ;  yet 
it  was  obferved,  to  the  aftonifhment  of  every  one, 
that  in  the  fpace  of  one  year's  peace,  thefe  very 
people  grew  exceffively  rich,  and  had  not  only 
great  quantities  of  gold  in  duft,  but  alfo  in  ingots. 
This  gold  is  fuppofed  to  be  found  in  the  mountains, 
many  of  which  are  fo  high  as  to  be  feen  at  the  dif- 
tance  of  thirty  or  forty  leagues.  That  which  is 
called  the  Blue  Mountain,  is  by  far  the  highell 
of  them  all.  One  of  the  great  difadvantages  of  the 
country  is  its  being  fubjedl  to  very  frequent  arid  >. 
terrible  earthquakes,  one  of  which  happened  when 
our  author  was  there. 

The  fruits  and  plants  in  this  iiland  are  excellent, 
and  almoft  innumerable;  that  however  which  is, 
or  ought  to  be  moft  efteemed,  is  the  cocoa.  It  is 
faid,  that  when  the  father  of  a  family  in  this 
country  has  a  child  born,  he  caufes  one  of  thefe 
trees  to  be  planted,  that  it  may  know  its  own  age; 
for  the  cocoa-tree  has  a  circle  which  rifes  annually 
on  its  barkj  fo  that  its  age  is  known  by  infpe<5tion  ; 
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^nd  if  any  body  aiksthe  father  how  old  his  chil- 
dren are,  he  fends  them  to  his  cocoa-trees. 

There  are  abundance  of  woods  and  forefts  fcat- 
tered  over  the  ifland,  in  which  are  all  kinds  of 
wild  beafts,  fuch  as  buffaloes,  tygers,  rhinoceroes, 
and  wild  horfes  ;  and  they  likewife  abound  with 
an  infinite  variety  of  ferpents,  fome  of  which  are 
of  a  prodigious  fize.  The  crocodiles  of  Java  are 
very  large,  and  are  chiefly  found  in  the  mouths  of 
rivers.  This  creature,  like  the  turtle,  lays  its 
eggs  in  the  hot  fands,  without  taking  any  farther 
care  of  them,  and  the  fun  hatches  them  at  the  pro- 
per feafon  when  they  inftantly  run  into  the  water. 
Not  long  before  our  author  came  to  Batavia,  a 
crocodile  was  taken  in  the  mouth  of  a  river  to  the 
eaftward  of  the  city,  which  was  upwards  of  thirty- 
three  feet  in  length.  They  have  fowls  of  all  forts, 
that  are  exquifitely  good,  efpecially  peacocks,  par- 
tridges, pheafants,  and  wood-pigeons  ;  they  have 
likewife  the  Indian  bat,  which  differs  little  in  its 
form  from  ours  ;  but  its  wings,  when  extended, 
meafure  a  full  yard,  and  the  body  is  of  the  fize  of 
a  rat. 

They  have  fifh  in  great  plenty  of  different  forts, 
and  very  good,  fo  that  for  the  value  of  three-pence 
there  may  be  enough  bought  to  dine  fix  or  feven 
men.  They  have  alfo  multitudes  of  turtle.  As 
the  flat  country  thus  abounds  with  all  forts  of  pro- 
vifions,  great  quantities  are  daily  brought  to  Ba- 
tavia ;  and  to  prevent  any  danger  offcarcity,  the 
veflels  belonging  to  the  company  are  continually 
employed  in  bringing  from  the  moft  diftant  parts 
of  the  ifland  provifions,  fpices,  and  other  necef- 
liiries. 

Thefe  fpices  arc  laid  up  in  the  magazines  of  Ba- 
tavia, where  are  alfo  depofited  all  the  rich  and  va- 
luable commodities  not  only  of  Java,  but  of  all 
the  Indies,  that  they  may  be  ready  to  be  tranf- 
ported  thence,  either  to  the  other  ports  in  the 
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company's  dominions, or  in  the  fliips  that  annually 
return  to  Holland.  Thefe  iiiay  in  fome  nicafure, 
be  compared  to  the  flota  and  flotilla  of  the  Spani- 
ardsj  and  therefore  of  thefe  we  fliall  give  a  very 
clear  and  diitin(5t  account. 

The  company's  Ihips  fail  from  Batavia  for  Hoi-, 
land  five  times  a  year  :  the  firft  fquadron  fails  in 
January,  and  this  con  lifts  of  four  or  five  fail  :  the 
fecond  fails  in  March,  and  confifts  of  only  one 
Ihip.  This  velfel  does  not  fail  till  the  Clfinefe  fleet, 
"which  brings  the  tea,  is  arrived,  and  of  this  the 
beft  part  of  the  cargo  of  this  velfel  confifts,  whence 
it  is  called  the  tea  fiiip  ;  the  common  people  aifo  ■ 
call  it  the  book  fhip,  from  its  bnnging  the  com- 
pany's account  of  the  preceding  year,  by  which 
they  fee  the  ftate  of  the  trade  in  the  Indies.  The 
third  fails  in  the  month  of  July,  and  is  compofed 
of  four  or  five  fail,  v^hich  touch  in  their  pallage  at 
the  ifiand  of  Ceylon  ;  the  fourth  fquadron  of  fiic 
€r  feven  vefTeis  fails  in  September  ;  and  the  fifth, 
IToaking  a  fleet  of  fixteen  or  twent}'  fail,  leaves  Ba- 
tavia, in  the  month  of  Odlober.  Ail  thefe  velfels, 
,  laden  with  the  riches  of  fo  many  countries,  fail 
from  the  port  of  Batavia;  the  fiiips  from  Mocha, 
which  bring  home  the  coiFee,  being  the  only  vef* 
fels  in  the  India  company's  fervice  aUowed  to  pro^ 
ceed  directly  home  without  going  to  Batavia  at  all. 

Having  given  the  above  particular  account  of 
the  ftate  of  Batavia,  and  of  the  afiairsof  tlie  Ead 
India  company  in  its  principal  plantation  ;  we  fliall 
jiow  examine  the  extent  of  its  dominions,  the  va- 
luable commodities  they  produce,  and  the  means 
by  which  the  company  governs  fo  wide  anempircj 
and  manages  fo  extenfive  a  commerce. 

The  beft  government  next  to  Batavia,  is  that  of 
the  ifland  of  Ceylon.  The  governor  who  refides 
there  is  ufually  one  of  the  council  of  the  Indies  ; 
and  the  council  appointed  toaffift  him  is  framed  in 
the  fame  manner  as  that  of  Batavia  ;  but  tliough 
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"the  governor  of  Ceylon  is  dependant  on  the  coun- 
cil of  the  Indies  at  Batavia,  he  has  the  privilege 
of  writing  immediately  to  the  direclors  of  the  coia- 
pany  in  Holland. 

Of  all  the  Afiatic  iflands,  Ceylon  is  perhaps  thp 
inoft  fertile.  It  lies  to  the  fouth-eaft  of  the  penin- 
fula  of  India,  and  is  feparated  from  the  coaft  of  Co- 
romandel  by  the  ftreights  of  Chilao  or  Manar. 
Its  fituation  is  between  6  and  10*^.  north  latitude, 
and  78*^.  and  82°.  of  longitude  ;  fo  that  it  is  about 
5^  leagues  in  length  from  north  to  fouth,  and  30 
from  eaft  to  welt.  It  is  a  fpot  fo  delicious,  that 
many  have  believed  it  to  be  the  feat  of  the  terrei- 
trial  paradife  ;  and  it  is  certain  that  this  is  generally 
believed  by  the  inhabitants,  and  that  they  pretend 
to  prove  it,  by  ihewing  at  this  day  the  tomb  of 
Adam,  and  the  print  of  his  foot  on  the  pike  of 
Adam,  one  of  the  higheft  mountains  in  all  the 
Indies.  On  another  mountain  is  a  fait  lake,  uhich 
the  inhabitants  ridiculoufly  aflirm  was  caufed  by 
the  tears  fhed  by  Eve  in  her  hundred  years  weep- 
ing for  the  death  of  Abel. 

This  illand  was  difcovered  by  the  Portuguefc  in 
the  year  1509,  who  built  abundance  of  forts  upon 
it  for  their  own  lecurity,  fo  that  it  was  very  diffi- 
cult to  diflodge  them  ;  but  the  Dutch  having  con- 
tracted a  fecret  alliance  witli  the  king  of  Candy, 
who  was  fovereign  of  the  ifland,  the  Portuguefe 
found  themfelves  fuddenly  attacked  on  all  fides  bv 
land  and  fei',  and  where  by  degrees  diiven  out  of 
all  their  polleilions.  As  the  Dutch  have  ever  fince 
taken  a  great  deal  of  pains  to  keep  up  a  good  cor- 
refpondence  with  that  monarch,  they  have  obtained 
from  him  almof^  whatever  they  demanded.  The 
company  fend  every  year  an  ambainidor  to  him 
with  various  prefents  ;  and  in  return  his  nj.ijcliy 
fends  the  company  a  cabinet  of  jewels  of  fuch  value, 
that  the  vefl^l  which  carries  it  home  is  thought  to 
te  worth    half  the  fleet :  The   governor  himlclf 
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takes  fuch  care  to  have  it  packed  up  among  the 
reft  of  the  m^chandize,  that  not  only  none  of  the 
ihip's  company,  but  even  the  captain  of  the 
velTel  that  carries  it,  knows  not  whether  it  be  on 
board  his  fliip  or  not. 

The  Eaft  India  company  are  pofTelTed  of  the 
"whole  coaft  of  the  ifland,  and  of  ten  or  twelve 
leagues  within  land.  The  moft  important  town 
is  Columbo,  which  is  the  refidence  of  the  governor 
and  his  council. 

The  air  of  Ceylon,  though  very  hot,  is  efteemed 
extremely  healthful.  The  country  abounds  with 
excellent  fruit  of  all  kinds;  but  the  moft  valuable 
of  the  trees  is  that  which  bears  cinnamon.  It 
referables  an  orange-tree  ;  but  the  flowers  are  like 
thofe  of  the  laurel,  and  this  valuable  fpice  is  the 
inner  bark.  The  fineft  is  taken  from  the  young 
trees.  The  company  alfo  drive  a  great  trade  with 
the  oil  drawn  from  this  fpice,  which  is  of  prodigi- 
ous value.  The  cipnamon  of  this  ifland  is  efteemed 
the  beft  in  all  Afia. 

Among  the  animals,  there  are  elephants,  which 
are  much  larger  than  thofe  in  any  other  part  of  the 
Eaft-Indies.  There  are  alfo  tygers,  bears,  civet- 
cats,  and  apes.  There  are  likewife  great  plenty  of 
wild  and  tame  fowl,  as  well  as  of  river  and  lea 
lifn. 

The  Eaft-India  company  gains  very  confiderably 
hy  the  precious  ftones  found  in  this  ifland,  which 
are  rubies,  white  and  blue  faphires,  topazes,  &c. 
There  is  eftabliflied  on  the  coaft  of  the  ifland  of 
Manar,  and  of  Tockecorin,  a  tine  pearl  fifiiery, 
which  produces  prodigious  profit.  This  is  let 
twice  a  year  to  farm  to  certain  negro  merchants. 
I'his  fifliery  is  carried  on  only  in  fair  weather,  and 
when  the  lea  is  extremely  calm.  The  oyfters  in 
which  the  pearls  are  found  lie  at  the  bottom  of  the 
fea.  The  diver  has  a  rope,  which  palFes  under  his 
arms,  and  is  faftened  to  the   boat :  he  has  a  large 
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ftone  fixed  to  his  feet  to  haften  his  defcent,  and  a 
bag  at  his  waift,  into  which  he  puts  the  oyfters  as 
faft  as  he  finds  them.  As  foon  as  he  is  at  the  bot- 
tom of  the  Tea,  he  takes  up  as  many  as  lie  within 
his  reach,  and  with  all  poffible  expedition  puts 
them  in  his  bag.  In  order  to  afcend,  he  pulls  a 
cord,  upon  which  fignal,  thofe  left  in  the  boat 
draw  him  up  as  faft  as  they  can,  while  he  endea- 
vours to  rid  himfelf  of  the  ftone  at  his  feet,  that 
he  may  rife  the  fafter.  When  thefe  boats  are  full 
of  oyfters,  the  negro  merchants  carry  them  all 
over  the  coaft,  and  fell  them  at  fo  much  an  hun- 
dred. This  kind  of  trade  is  very  hazardous  with 
refpe6l  to  thofe  who  purchafe  the  oyfters,  lince 
though  they  fometimes  find  pearls  of  great  value, 
they  frequently  find  none  at  all,  or  thofe  that  are 
worth  but  little.  The  company  alfo  receives  con- 
fiderable  profit  from  the  manufactures  of  muflin, 
chints,  and  other  ftutFs  :  but  the  greateft  part  of 
the  muflin  fent  into  Europe  comes  from  the  coaft 
of  Malabar. 

The  inhabitants  of  the  ifland  of  Ceylon  are  cal- 
led Cingolefians.  They  are,  generally  fpeaking, 
very  tall,  are  of  a  dark  complexion,  and  have 
their  ears  exceffively  large,  which  is  owing  to  the 
weight  of  the  ornaments  they  wear  in  them.  The 
men  have  great  courage,  live  hard,  and  make 
good  foldiers.  They  are  particularly  remarkable 
for  their  fkill  in  taming  elephants,  which  in  time 
of  peace  they  ufe  as  beafts  of  burden,  and  in  time 
of  war,  againft  their  enemies.  They  are  gene- 
rally Mahometans  :  but  fome  of  them  arc  idola- 
ters. They  pay  but  little  rcfpetrt  to  the  Dutch, 
whom  they  fcornfully  Rile  their  coaft-keepers.  At 
this  the  Dutch  give  themfclves  but  little  concern, 
while  they  can  keep  a  good  correfpondencc  with 
the  king  of  Candy,  whole  dominions  are  fcparated 
from  theirs  by  a  large  rapid  river,  and  by  fbrcfts 
fo  thick,  that  it  is  aimoft  impoliible  to  penetrate 
them. 
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The  fecond  government  depending  on  Batavia, 
is  that  of  Ani'B'oyna,*  one  of  theMokiccos.  This 
iiland  was  formeF!y  the  feat  of  the  governor  gene- 
tk\  ;  but  after  the  building  of  Batavia,  his  feat 
was  transferred  to  that  city  on  account  of  its 
advantageous  lituation  in  the  niidft  of  all  the 
company's  lettlements.  Befides,  the  iiland  of  Java 
has  the  advantage  of  being  infinitely  more  fertile 
than  Amboyna,  which  is  one  of  the  laigeft  of  the 
MolUccos.  It  is  fituated  in  the  Archipelago  of 
St.  Lazarus,  between  the  third  and  fourth  degree 
of  fouth  latitvide,  and  is  120  leagues  to  the  eart- 
^•ard  cff  Batavia.  It  was  conquered  by  the  Portu- 
gtiefe  in  15 19*  who  built  a  fort  upon  it,  with 
k  view  of  not  only  bridling  the  inhabitants,  but 
of  keeping  a  force  there  fufficient  to  fifbdue  alt 
the  adjacent  illands.  This  fort  was  however  taken 
from  them  by  the  Dutch  in  1605,  but  they  did 
iiot  render  thfemfelves  intirely  mafters  of  Amboy- 
iia,  and  the  adjacent  illands,  till  the  year  1627. 

This  conqucft  put  the  whole  clove  trade  into 
their  hands,    not   oftly   without  a   partner,    but 
without  a  competitor.      Thefe  illands   are    ftiled 
the  Gold  Mines  of  the  company,  as  indeed  they 
liave  proved,  on  account  of  the  vaft  profit  they    j 
draw  from  them,  and  the  little  fear  there  is  t)f 
their  being  ever  exhaufled.  To  convince  the  readet    j 
of  this,  it   need  only   be  obferved,  that  a  pound 
^\'eight   of  either  cloves  or  nutmegs  cofts  them    | 
not  much  above  an  halfpenny,  and  every  body 
knows  at  what  rate  they  are  fold  in  Europe.  Am- 
boyna  is  the  centre  of  this  rich  commerce;  and 
to  keep  it  more  effeftually  there,  the  company 

*  Ambovna  was  once  divided  between  the  Englifli  and  the 
Dutch ;  but  in  the  reign  of  king  James  I.  the  latter  took  the 
advantage  of  the  pufiUanimity  of  that  prince,  and  barbaroufly 
tortured  the  Englilfi  to  make  them  fign  a  falfe  conieiiion  of  their 
intending  to  attack  them,  and  then  expelled  thofe  who  futtived 
their  cruelties. 
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tdke  care  to  have  all  the  clove-trees  in  the  adjacent 
iflands  grubbed  up  and  deitroyed  ;  and  fonietimes 
when  the  harveft  is  very  large  in  Amboyna^  part 
of  that  is  burnt  too. 

The  tree  which  bears  cloves  is  much  like  our 
laurel,  only  the  leaves  being  narrower  refemble 
thofe  of  the  almond  and  willow  tree.     The  very 
wood  and  leaves  tafte  as  ftrong  as  the  cloves  them- 
felves.  The  trees  bear  a  great  quantity  of  branches 
and  flowers,  and  each  of  the  flowers  bring  forth 
a  clove,  which  is  at  firft  white,  then  green,  and 
at   lad   red,  and    pretty   hard.     While   they  are 
green,  they  have  the  moft  fragrant  and  refrefliing 
fcent  imaginable.     Thefe  cloves  grow  with  little 
italks,  and  hang  on  the  trees  like  cherries.    When 
they  gather  them,  inftead  of  plucking  them  oif 
one  by  one,  fome  ftrip  them  off  the  boughs  with 
a  rope,  and  others  beat   them   down  with   long 
poles.     They  never  trouble  themfelves  to  plant 
thefe  trees,  for  the  cloves  tiiat  fall  to  the  ground 
produce  enough   of  them,    and   the   rain    makes 
them  grow  very  fad.     They  bear  fruit  when  they 
are  eight  years  old,  and  are  faid  to  continue  bear- 
ing  for  above  one  hundred  years.     They  ripen 
from  the  latter  end  of  Auguft  till  tlie  beginning 
of  January.     It  is  remarkable  that  their  heat  is 
fo  great,  that  no  vegetable,  not  even  a  weed,  will 
grow  about  them.     A  few  days  after  the  fruit  is 
fallen  from  the  tree,  they  collect  the  cloves  toge- 
ther, and  dry  them,  by  which  means  they  lofe  the 
beautiful  red  colour  they  derived  from  nature,  nnd 
change  into  a  deep  purple,  or  rather  black,  which 
perhaps  is  occalioncd  by  their  being  fprinkled  with 
water.     It  is  faid  that  this  fpi'inkling  is  neceflary 
to  hinder  the  worm  from  getting  into  the  fruit  ; 
but  it  is  thought  a  better  icafon  may  be  afligned 
for  it,  which  is  the  adding  weight  to  the  cloves. 

One  would  imagine,  that  lb  rich  a  commerce  as 
that  of  cloves  might  be  fuflicicnt  for  the  expence 
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the  compan}^8ris  at  in  this  ifland  ;  but  fuch  is 
their  care  to  improve  every  thing  to  the  bell:  ad- 
vantage, that  of  late  years  they  have  caufed  coffee 
to  be  phmted  in  Amboyna.  Gold  is  alfo  faid  to 
have  been  waihed  down  by  the  torrents  from  the 
mountains  ;  and,  among  other  valuable  produc- 
tions of  this  ifiand,  is  a  red  kind  of  wood,  which 
bcfides  the  beauty  of  its  colour,  is  exceeding  firm 
and  durable  ;  and  what  is  dill  more  extraordinary, 
its  grain  is  naturally  embeililhed  with  a  number 
of  beautiful  figures.  With  this  wood  they  make 
tablets,  cabinets,  cfcritoires,  and  alfo  many  other, 
pieces  of  furniture,  of  wiiich  prefents  are  made 
to  the  principal  pcrfons  of  the  government,  and 
the  reft  ai-^  fold  all  over  the  Indies  at  a  very  extra- 
vagant rate. 

The  inhabitants  of  the  ifland  are  of  a  middle 
ftature,  and  of  a  black  complexion.  They  are  all 
of  them  very  lazy,  and  moft  of  them  have  a  ftrong 
})ropenfity  to  thieving.  Some,  however,  are  very 
ingenious,  and  have  a  very  peculiar  art  in  work- 
ing up  the  cloves,  while  green,  into  a  variety  of 
curious  toys,  as  fliips,  crowns,  little  houfes,  &c. 
which  are  ufually  fent  to  Europe  as  prefents,  and 
are  cfteemed  extraordinary  curiofities.  Such  of 
the  Amboynefe  as  are  fubject  to  the  king,  profefa 
the  Mahometan  religion  ;  but  befides  thefe^  there 
are  a  great  number  of  idolaters  in  the  ifland,  who 
live  in  the  mountains,  and  acknowledge  no  maf- 
ter.  They  conflder  themfeives  as  free,  but  both 
the  king  and  the  company  look  upon  them  as 
lavages  ;  and  being  frequently  guilty  of  robberies 
and  murder,  whenever  any  of  them  are  caught 
they  are  condemned  to  perpetual  flavery,  employ- 
ed in  the  hardeft  work,  and  treated  with  the  utmoft 
]igour.  On  this  account  an  inexpreliible  hatred 
fubfifts  between  them  and  the  refl;  of  the  people  of 
theiiland,  with  whom  they  are  in  perpetual  war, 
and  to  v.'hoir.  they  very  rarely  give  quarter.   Their 
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arms  are  a  fword,  a  buckler,  and  a  kind  of  pike 
orjaveiin. 

The  king  of  Amboyna  receives  an  annual  pen- 
fion  from  the  company,  and  has  alfo  a  guard  of 
European  foidiers  maintained  at  their  expence. 
As  to  the  company's  force  in  Amboyna,  it  chiefly 
coniifts  in  the  garrifon,  which  is  very  numerous, 
and  compofed  of  their  beil  troops.  The  fort  is 
fo  ftrong  both  from  art  and  nature,  that  it  is  in  a 
manner  impregnable,  and  ib  eifedually  commands 
■the  harbour,  that  it  feems  impoilibie  for  a  veflel 
to  go  in  and  out  without  being  funk,  if  the  go- 
vernor fhould  give  orders  for  that  purpofe. 
I  The  third  government  of  the  Indies,  is  that  of 
-the  ifland  of  Banda,  fituated  twenty  leagues  from 
Amboyna,  and  to  the  fouth  of  the  Moluccos. 
The  governor  is  generally  an  eminent  merchant, 
who  refides  at  Nora,  the  capital  of  the  country, 
and  has  under  his  juiifdi6tion  feveral  other  fmall 
iflands  that  lie  in  its  neighbourhood.  The  coun- 
cil of  this  government  is  fettled  on  the  fame  loot- 
ing with  that  of  Amboyna.  Banda  is  very  hilly, 
and  does  not  contain  above  twelve  leagues  in  cir- 
cumference ;  yet  it  certainly  produces  no  lels  pro- 
fit to  the  company  than  the  former,  from  the  im- 
portant commerce  in  nutmegs,  which  grow  here 
in  fuch  prodigious  quantities,  as  to  enable  the 
Dutch  to  fupply  all  the  markets  in  Europe. 

The  tree  that  produces  this  excellent  fruit  very 
much  refembles  a  pear-tree,  but  its  leaves  are  like 
that  of  a  peach,  only  they  are  fhorter  and  roundel*. 
It  bears  three  times  a  year,  viz.  in  April,  Auguft, 
and  December  ;  but  the  April  nutmegs  are  the 
beft,  and  in  that  month  the  crop  is  more  plentiful 
than  in  the  other  two.  The  nutmeg  when  ripe  is 
much  of  the  fame  fize  as  the  walnut,  and  is  covered 
with  a  thick  (hell,  which  opens  and  falls  otFof  it- 
feUas  the  fruit  ripens,  and  when  candied  has  a 
very  fine  talle.     Under  this  is  a  fkin  of  a  fine 
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fcarlet  colouSg^  and  a  very  fragrant  fmell.  This 
Ikin,  which  is  called  mace,  a Ifo  falls  off  the  nut- 
meg, when  it  changes  to  an  orange  colour.  Im- 
mediately under  the  mace  appears  the  fruit,  with 
a  little  bud  at  the  top,  refembling  a  very  beautiful 
flower.  Thefe  nutmegs  being  preferved  in  fugar, 
are  much  efteemed,  as  being  the  bell  fweetmeats 
in  the  Indies.  But  thofe  commonly  ufed  in  Europe 
are  only  well  dried,  after  their  being  fnit  thrown 
into  quick  lime,  which  is  done  to  prevent  the 
worms  breeding  in  them.  There  are  feveral  ifiands 
in  the  neighbourhood  of  Banda,  in  which  nut-, 
megs  would  grow,  did  not  the  company  take  care 
to  have  them  deftroyed  every  year  ;  for  there  is  a 
kind  of  birds  in  this  and  the  neighbouring  iflands, 
ihaped  like  a  cuckoo,  which  picking  off  the  green 
bulk,  fwallow  the  nuts;  and  thefe  having  been 
fome  time  in  the  ftomach,  they  void  by  the  ordi- 
nary way,  after  which  they  take  root  in  the  place 
they  fall,  and  grow  up  to  a  tree  :  whence  the 
Dutch  properly  ftile  thefe  birds  the  gardeners  of 
thefpice-trees. 

There  aifo  grows  here,  as  v/ell  as  at  Amboyna, 
a  tree  called  caliputte,  from  whence  they  draw 
a  very  rich  and  falutary  oil,  that  is  fold  at  a  high 
price. 

Among  the  inhabitants  of  the  ifland  there  are 
a  Ibrt  of  free  burgelFes  called  Perkiniers,  who  have 
the  foie  curing  the  nutmegs,  and  furnilli  the  com- 
pany with  what  quantities  they  think  proper  to 
demand,  for  which  they  receive  a  very  moderate 
gratification,  and  yet  live  much  at  their  eafe. 

The  ifland  of  Banda  is  fo  well  i^rtified,  that  it 
is  thought  to  be  impregnable  ;  yet  to  prevent  any 
accident  that  might  happen  in  cafe  an  enemy 
fliould  get  into  the  port  under  Dutch  colours, 
there  is  always  a  large  fquadron  of  fmall  yellels 
plying  round  the  coaft,  which  upon  the  firfl  up" 
pearance  of  a  llrange  Ihip  immediately  furround 
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her,  and  examine  whence  fhe  comes,  whithef 
bound,  and  of  what  ftrength.  The  garrifon  is 
numerous,  but  in  a  much  worfe  condition  than 
any  other  in  the  company's  fervice.  This  arifes 
from  the  want  of  provifions  ;  for  the  ifland  having 
a  barren  fandy  foil,  produces  very  little  food  of 
any  fort ;  for  which  reafon  the  foldiers,  who  are 
fo  unhappy  as  to  be  Rationed  here,  are  glad  to  eat 
cats,  dogs,  and  any  other  animals  that  come  to 
hand.  The  reft  of  their  provifions  is  turtle,  which 
are  pretty  plentiful  for  about  fix  months  in  the 
year;  and  after  this  feafon  they  think  themfelves 
very  happy,  if  they  can  fometimes  catch  a  few  filh. 
They  make  their  bread  of  the  juice  of  a  tree,  which 
when  firft  drawn  refembles  the  dregs  of  beer,  but 
when  dried  grows  as  hard  as  a  ftone,  yet  being 
put  into  water  fwells  and  ferments,  and  thus  be- 
comes lit  to  eat,  at  leaft  in  a  country  where  nothing 
elfe  is  to  be  got.  As  for  butter,  rice,  dried  lifh, 
and  other  eatables,  they  are  all  fent  thither  from 
Batavia,  and  come  much  too  dear  for  the  foldiers 
to  have  any  great  plenty  of  them. 

The  Dutch  reprefent  the  natives  as  being  fiich 
a  cruel,  pertidious,  and  untradlable  people,  that 
the  company  were  forced  in  a  great  mealure  to 
root  them  out  for  their  own  fecurity,  and  to  fettle 
a  Dutch  colony  in  the  ifland;  but  this  colony  being 
formed  of  the  moft  debauched  and  abandoned  peo- 
ple, may  probably  much  exceed  the  natives  in 
wicked nefs.  They,  however,  are  generally  foon 
carried  otf  by  the  dry  gripes  and  twifting  of  the 
guts,  which  are  the  epidemical  diftempers  of  tlie 
country.  For  this  reafon,  and  becaufe  wild  young 
fellows  are  fometimes  fent  thither  by  their  relations, 
the  Dutch  at  Batavia  call  Banda  the  Illand  of 
Corrcftion. 

The  ifland  of  Celebes,  or  MacafTar,  is  confidered 
as  the  fourth  government  in  the  company's  difpoliil. 
It  lies  between  Borneo  and  the  Muluccos,  at  the 
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diftance  of  abput  i6o  leagues  from  BaUvia.  Its 
form  is  in  a  manner  cucular,  and  its  diameter 
about  130  leagues.  This  is  called  the  Key  of  thp 
Spice  iflands.  The  form  of  government  is  much 
the  fame  as  in  the  other  iflands.  The  Dutch  who 
drove  the  Portugefe  from  this  fettlement,  have 
taken  care  to  fortify  themfelves  eftc6Hially  on  the 
fea-coaft,  and  have  always  a  very  numerous  garri- 
fon  in  the  ibrt  of  Macaifar,  where  the  governor 
relides.  This  is  the  more  necelfary,  as  the  ifiand 
is  very  populous,  and  the  natives  are  by  far 
the  bravelt  and  beft  foldiers  in  the  Eatl:- Indies. 
This  nation  for  a  long  time  gave  the  Dutch  inex- 
preffible  trouble,  and  rendered  their  commerce 
very  precarious ;  yet  at  lai^  they  were  totaly  fub- 
dued,  and  at  prefent  ftand  in  as  much  fear  of  the 
company  as  any  other  nation. 

This  illand  is  very  fruitful,  efpecially  in  rice, 
■which  is  a  commodity  of  great  value  in  the  Indies. 
The  inhabitants  are  of  a  middle  ftature,  and  of  a 
yellow  complexion,  but  have  good  features,  and 
are  extremely  brifk  and  a<5live.  They  are  howeven, 
laid  to  be  fo  addi6ted  to  robbery  and  murder,  that 
it  is  not  fafe  for  any  Chriftians  to  venture  after 
it  is  dark  without  the  wails  of  the  Dutch  forts,  or 
to  travel  at  any  time  far  into  the  country  ;  yet 
there  live  under  the  protection  of  thele  forts  abun* 
dance  of  the  natives  who  are  free  burgelles,  and 
carry  on  a  confiderable  trade  ;  as  do  alio  the  Chi- 
ncfe,  who  fail  from  hence  in  their  own  veiiels,  to 
ail  parts  of  the  company's  dominions. 

The  inland  country  is  under  the  dominion  of 
three  different  princes,  who  happily  for  the  Dutch 
are  conllantly  at  variance  with  each  other;  and  if 
it  were  not  for  this,  they  might  at  any  time  drive 
the  Dutch  out  of  the  ifiand.  One  of  thefe  princes 
is  ftiied  the  company's  king,  from  his  living  in  a 
good  correfpondencc  with  them,  and  promoting 
their  intereft  as  far  as  lies  in  his  power.   They  from 
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time  to  time  make  him  prefents  of  gold  chains, 
coronets  of  gold  fet  with  precious  ftones,  and  other 
things  of  value,  in  order  to  keep  him  fteadiiy  at- 
tached to  their  intereft.  Some  time  before  our 
author's  arrival  at  Batavia,  a  gold  mine  was  dif- 
covered  in  this  illand  ;  and  not  only  a  great  number 
of  labourers,  but  a  director  was  lent  from  Batavia 
to  work  it. 

The  illand  of  Ternate  is  the  fifth  government 
in  the  company's  difpofal,  and  is  tiie  moft  diftant 
of  all  their  iflands  in  the  Eaft,  for  which  reafoii 
they  confider  it  as  a  kind  of  frontier.  The  gover- 
nor is  a  merchant,  and  has  a  council,  like  thofe  of 
the  other  iilands.  Ternate  which  is  one  of  the 
Moluccos,  is  of  a  confiderable  extent,  and  the 
king  is  the  beft  ally  the  company  have.  His 
country  would  abound  with  cloves,  if  he  did  not 
caufe  them  to  be  grubbed  up  every  year,  for  which 
the  company  allow  him  an  annual  penfion  of  lii 
or  20,000  rixdollars.  He  has  a  numerous  life- 
guard, and  a  very  ftrong  fort,  in  which  there  is 
a  good  garrifon  maintained  by  the  company.  The 
kings  of  Tydore  and  Bachian,  are  his  tributaries. 
He  has  concluded  a  perpetual  alliance  with  the 
company,  by  which  he  has  obliged  himlelf  to  aflill 
them  againft  all  their  enemies  ;  and  on  the  other 
hand  the  company  treat  him  with  the  utmoft  rc- 
fpe6t,  and  aiibrd  him  whatever  aflillance  he  fiands 
in  need  of. 

The  inand  in  general  abounds  in  all  forts  of  pro- 
vifions,  and  whatever  clfe  is  requilite  to  make  life 
eafy  and  happy.  The  inhabitants  are  a  middle 
lized  people  ;  they  are  ftrong  and  active,  and  in 
general  much  better  alfe6tcd  to  the  Europeans  than 
their  neighbours.  They  are  moft  of  them  Maho- 
metans or  Pagans.  However,  abundance  of  them 
aie  become  Chriliians,  and  the  king  himfelf  is  of 
that  religion.  'Ihey  make  a  kind  of  palm  wine, 
>^hich  itj  excellively  ftrong  ;  and  as  a  very  fmall 
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quantity  of  it*j^ill  intoxicate  a  man,  it  is  in  high 
efteem.  There  are  found  here  a  kind  of  birds, 
that  are  the  moll  beautiful  imaginable ;  for  their 
feathers,  which  are  of  all  colours,  are  fo  finely  di- 
verlified,  that  it  is  not  poffible  to  conceive  any 
thing  more  charming.  They  are  commonly  fent 
to  Batavia,  where  they  fell  at  a  very  high  price, 
not  only  on  account  of  their  great  beauty,  but  ot 
their  docility  ;  for  they  are  taught  to  ling  finely, 
and  to  imitate  the  human  voice. 

The  fixth  government  bellowed  by  the  company 
is  that  of  Malacca,  the  capital  of  a  fmall  kingdom  . 
of  the  fame  name,  on  the  fouth  part  of  the  penin- 
fula  of  India,  and  is  divided  from  the  great  ifland 
of  Sumatra  by  a  ftreight,  which  bears  the  name 
ef  the  ftreights  of  Malacca.  The  Dutch  took  this 
place  from  the  Portuguefe  in  1641 .  The  city  is 
large,  and  drives  a  great  trade  in  confequence  of 
its  excellent  fituation,  which  renders  it  the  llore- 
houfe  and  magazine  of  all  that  part  of  India.  It 
is  alfo  the  rendezvous  of  the  homeward  bound 
ftiips  from  Japan,  who  here  make  a  dillribution 
of  their  merchandifes,  and  fend  them  in  different 
aiTortments  to  all  the  company's  fettlements 
throughout  the  Indies. 

The  princes  who  govern  the  adjacent  countries 
are,  as  well  as  their  fubje6ls,  moil  notorious  pir 
rates,  and  difturb  the  trade  of  the  whole  Indies  ; 
but  they  are  at  prefent  lefs  able  to  do  mifchief 
than  formerly.  The  inhabitants  of  Malacca  are 
-of  a  very  dark  complexion  ;  they  are  brills  and 
a6live,  but  much  addi6led  to  thieving.  Some  of 
them  are  idolaters  ;  but  the  majority  of  them  are 
Mahometans. 

The  inland  inhabitants,  called  Monacaboes» 
are  a  barbarous  favage  people,  whofe  greateft  plea- 
llire  is  in  doing  mifchief  to  their  neighbours  about 
the  cape,  for  which  reafon  the  peafants  about  Ma- 
lacca fow  no  grain,  but  \\hat  is  inclofed  in  gardens. 
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with  thick-fet  hedges,  or  deep  ditches ;  for  when 
the  grain  is  ripe  in  the  open  plains,  the  Monaca- 
boes  never  fail  to  fet  fire  to  it.  They  are  much 
whiter  than  the  neighbouring  Malayans,  who  in- 
habit the  low  grounds  :  but  are  fo  untradtable,  that 
the  king  of  Jafhore,  whofe  fubjedts  they  are,  or  at 
leaft  ought  to  be,  could  never  civilize  them. 

There  is  an  high  mountain  to  the  north- eaft- 
ward  of  Malacca,  that  fends  forth  feveral  rirers, 
of  which,  that  of  Malacca  is  one,  and  all  of  them 
have  fmall  quantities  of  gold  duft  found  in  their 
channels. 

The  Dutch  fort  at  Malacca  is  both  large  and 
ftrong  ;  one  third  part  of  the  walls  is  wafhed  by 
the  fea  ;  a  deep,  rapid,  but  narrow  river  runs  by 
the  well  fide,  and  the  reft  is  encompafled  by  a 
broad  and  deep  ditch.  The  governor's  houfe  i& 
both  beautiful  and  convenient,  and  there  are  fe- 
veral other  good  houfes  in  the  fort  and  in  the 
town  ;  but  the  road  is  at  too  great  a  diftance  to  be 
defended  by  this  fortification,  the  fhallownefs  of 
the  fea  obliging  the  fhips  to  lie  at  above  a  league's 
diftance. 

Though  the  country  produces  nothing  for  a  fo- 
reign market,  except  a  little  tin  and  elephant's 
teeth,  yet  it  affords  feveral  excellent  fruits  and 
roots. 

The  feventh  and  laft  government  under  the 
■  Dutch  Eaft  India  company  is  that  of  the  Cape  of 
Good  Hope.  The  governor  is  always  one  of  the 
counfcUors  of  the  Indies,  and,  like  the  other  go- 
vernors, has  a  council  to  afiill  him  in  the  admini- 
ftration  of  affairs.  The  Cape  is  fituatcd  on  the 
moft  fouthern  point  of  the  continent  of  Africa, 
and  is  chiefly  valued  for  its  being  the  only  place, 
> where  their  outward  and  homeward  bound  fleets 
can  meet  with  frcfh  water,  and  a  plentiful  fupply 
of  all  kinds  of  refreilmicnts.  For  here  are  to  be 
had  whatever  is  requifitc,  either  to  ZTcover  the  fick 
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on  Ihore,  oftc  recruit  the  fhip's  llores  for  the  fup- 
port  of  the.  men  at  fea. 

We  have  now  taken  a  view  of  all  the  feven  go- 
vernments  that  are  in  the  gift  of  the  Dutch  Eaft 
India  company  ;  but  as  the  fame  company  likewife 
carry  on  a  great  trade  throughout  all  the  Indies^ 
they  have  taken  care  to  eftabhfli  fettlenients  or  fac- ' 
tories,  wherever  their  affairs  require  it :  in  each  of 
which  there  is  a  chief  who  has  a  council.  Among 
thefe  the  dire61:ors  of  Coromandel,  Su rat,;- Bengal, 
and  Perfia,  are  of  great  confequence,  and  the  di- 
re6lors  have,  within  the  extent  of  their  refpeftive' 
jurifdiflions,  the  fame  power  with  the  company's 
governors,  except  that  the  dire6tors  cannot  exe- 
cute any  criminal  in  the  country  where  he  refides, 
but  muft  caufe  it  to  be  done  under  the  company's 
flag,  fo  that  all  criminals  are  here  executed  on 
board  a  Ihip, 

The  directory  of  Coromandel  has  the  forts  and 
factories  belonging  to  the  Dutch  upon  that  coaftj 
within  its  jurifdi6iion.     The  company  have  a  very 
confiderable  intereft  in  this  part  of  India  ;  for  be- 
lides  Negapatan,  which  lies  on   the  fouthermoft 
point  of  Coromandel,  and  the  fort  of  Gueldria,, 
in  which  the  director  refides,  they  have  eight  otherj 
fa6^ories.     The  Dutch  dire<51:or  is  a  principal  mer- 
chant, and  is  aflifted  by  a  council :  his  poll  is  f(?, 
extremely  profitable,  that  in  a  few  years  he  mayj 
raife  an  immenfe  fortune.     The  great  trade  carried] 
on  here  confifts  of  cottons,  muffins,  chintzes,  and] 
the  like  goods,  in  exchange  for  which  the  Dutch 
bring  them  fpices,  Japan  copper,  il eel,  gold  dull,  1 
iandal  and  fiampan  woods.     The  inhabitants  are^ 
fome  of  them   pagans,  and  not  a  few  Chriftians.! 
During  the  eaft  monfoon  the  weather  is  exceeding 
hot,  yet  the  country  is  very  fertile  in  rice,  fruits, 
herbs,  and  all  other  neceffarics. 

Thefecond  and  third  diredories  are  fixed  in  the 
dominions  of  the  great  mogul,  the  former  at  Ou- 
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glk,  36  leagues  from  the  mouth  of  the  Ganges  ; 
and  the  other  in  the  city  of  Surat.  Thefe  are  the 
moft  confiderable  places  for  trade  in  all  Alia.  The 
Englifh,  French,  Dutch,  and  other  Europeans 
trade  to  both,  and  have  erected  forts  and  magazines 
for  their  fecurity  and  convenience.  The  beft  part 
of  the  trade  is  carried  on  by  Arabian  merchants, 
who  deal  in  all  forts  of  rich  goods,  as  diamonds, 
opium,  rich  fluffs,  and  all  kinds  of  cotton  cloths. 

The  fourth  and  laft  fa6tory  under  a  dire<5for  is 
that  of  Gambroom,  on  the  coaft  of  Perfia.  The 
diredlor  is  a  principal  merchant,  and  has  always  a 
council  and  a  fifcal  to  affift  him.  There  are  feve- 
ral  other  European  nations  fettled  here  befides  the 
Dutch.  The  city  is  but  a  difagreeable  place  to 
live  in,  lince  in  Auguft  it  is  fo  intolerably  hot,  that 
there  is  no  bearing  it ;  and  in  the  winter  it  is  io 
very  cold,  that  they  not  only  wear  Englifli  cloth, 
but  line  it  with  furs. 

In  the  places  that  are  not  of  fuch  confequence 
as  to  require  a  governor  or  a  dire6tor,  the  Eall  In- 
dia company  have  ellablilhed  another  principal 
officer  with  the  title  of  commander  in  chief.  Thefe 
have  in  conjun6tion  with  their  councils,  nearly 
the  fame  authority  as  the  governors  ;  only  in  cri- 
minal cafes,  they  cannot  execute  any  capital  fen- 
tence,  till  it  has  been  confirmed  by  the  council  of 
Batavia. 

The  commander  of  the  fort  at  Cochin,  the 
capital  of  the  Dutch  poffelfions  on  the  coaft  of 
Malabar,  in  India,  is  the  firft  of  thefe.  Cochin 
is  ftrong  both  by  nature  and  art.  The  city  is 
about  600  pices  long,  and  200  broad,  fortified 
with  feven  large  baftions,  and  curtains  fo  thick, 
that  two  rows  of  large  trees  are  planted  on  them 
to  afford  fhade  during  the  hot  feafon.  Some 
llrcets  built  by  the  Portuguefe  are  ftill  Handing, 
with  a  church  for  the  Dutch  fervice,  and  a  cathe- 
dral now  turned  into  a  warehoufc.  Their  tlag-IlafF 
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h  placed  on'^the  fteeple  of  the  old  cathedral,  on 
a  malt  feventy-five  feet  high,  with  a  ftafF  on  the 
top  of  it  about  lixty  feet,  by  which  means  the 
flag  may  be  feen  at  about  feven  leagues  diftance. 
The  adjacent  country  is  extremely  pleafant.  The 
river  affords  plenty  of  filhi  and  the  mountains 
are  well  ftored  with  game.  The  country  produces 
a  great  quantity  of  pepper,  but  it  is  lighter  than 
that  which  grows  more  northerly.  It  has  alfo 
plenty  of  iron,  fteel,  and  bees-wax. 

Cranganor  lies  a  league  up  the  river  from  the 
lea :  the  Dutch  have  a  fort  there.  This  place 
is  remarkable  for  having  been  formerly  the  feat 
of  a  JeWifh  government,  when  that  nation  is  faid 
to  have  had  above  80,000  families  there  ;  but  at 
prefent  they  do  not  exceed  4000.  They  have  a 
fyr^agogue  at  Cochin,  in  which  are  carefully  kept 
their  records,  engraven  on  copper  plates  in  He- 
brew chara<5ters,  and  they  can  (hew  their  hiftory 
from  the  reign  of  Nebuchadnezzar.  They  declare 
themfelves  to  be  of  the  tribe  of  Manalfeh,  a  part 
ef  which  was  carried  by  that  haughty  conqueror 
to  the  moft  eaftern  province  ©f  his  large  empire, 
■which  it  feems  reached  as  far  as  Cape  Comorin. 

The  inhabitants  of  this  country  are  many  of 
them  idolaters,  over  whom  their  Bramins  or  priefts 
have  a  very  great  authority.  Among  other  very 
©Id  cuftoms,  the  following  is  moft  lingular :  When 
any  man  marries,  he  is  not  allowed  to  lye  with 
his  wife  the  firft  night,  for  this  office  is  to  be  per- 
formed by  one  of  the  Bramins,  or,  if  there  be 
none  at  hand,  by  fome  other  man.  Of  this  the 
foreigners  who  are  fettled  here,  formerly  made 
a  very  con fiderable  profit,  for  the  Malabars  making 
choice  of  them  rather  than  of  their  own  country- 
men, ufually  gave  them  very  handfome  prefents, 
which  fometimes  amounted  to  five  or  600  florins; 
but  of  late  the  Bramins  are  become  fo  very  re- 
ligious  in   performing   this   part   of  their  duty. 
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#hat  they  take  care  never  to  be  out  of  the  way 
when  it  is  to  be  done ;  for  this  reafon  it  is  a  law 
of  their  country,  that  neither  the  fons  or  daughters 
ever  inherit;  but  the  nephews  and  nieces,  that  is, 
the  lifter's  children  of  the  perfon  deceafed  ;  which 
rule  is  obferved  in  the  order  of  fucceffion  eftablifh- 
ed  in  their  royal  families. 

The  next  commandery  is  that  of  Gallo,  in  the 
ifland  of  Ceylon,  at  the  diftance  of  twenty  leagues 
from  Columbo.  This  is  a  confiderable  place  of 
trade ;  the  commander  of  which,  however,  de- 
pends on  the  governor  of  Ceylon,  and  can  do  no- 
thing without  his  approbation. 

The  third  commandery  is  that  of  Samaran,  in 
the  ifland  of  Java,  which  has  the  direction  of  all 
the  fadtories  in  that  ifland,  except  fuch  as  depend 
immediately  on  the  governor  of  Batavia. 

At  Bantam  in  the  fame  ifland,  the  head  of  the 
factory  has  the  name  of  chief.  The  company 
have  a  very  ftrong  fort  there,  and  a  numerous  gar- 
rifon,  to  keep  the  people  in  awe,  who  are  far  from 
being  well  afFe6led  to  the  Dutch.  The  king  of 
Bantam  has  alfo  a  fort  at  thedifl:ance  of  fome  hun- 
dred paces  from  the  company's  fort,  in  which  he 
has  a  ftrong  garrifon  for  the  fecurity  of  his  perfon. 
The  bay  of  Bantam  is  very  fafe  and  pleafant,  in 
which  are  many  iflands  that  ftill  retain  the  names 
given  them  by  the  Englifli,  who  had  formerly  a 
very  fine  fa61ory  in  this  place,  from  which  they 
were  expelled  in  the  year  1683.  The  country  of 
Bantam  is  very  fertile,  abounding  with  cattle, 
rice,  and  fruits,  and  in  the  heart  of  the  country, 
there  are  frequently  found  precious  ftones  of  great 
value,  which,  however,  feldom  fall  into  the  pof- 
fedion  of  the  Dutch,  the  people  fearing  that  thefe 
might  tempt  them  to  extend  their  conquefts. 

The  fecond  of  the  chiefs  refides  at  Padang,  on 
the  coaft  of  Sumatra^  othcrwife  called  the  Gold 
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Coaft,  which  ^gb  about  eight  leagues  from  the 
fea,  on  the  bank  of  a  very  large  river.  The  great 
trade  carried  on  there  is  in  pepper,  which  the 
Dutch  Eaft-India  company  endeavour  to  mono- 
polize. Achen,  the  capital,  is  now  a  free  por|, 
to  which  the  Englifli,  Dutch,  Chinefe,  and  all 
the  nations  of  Afia,  trade  with  fafety.  The  goods 
brought  tiiither  are  rich  brocades,  filks,  muflins, 
raw  lilk,  filh,  butter,  oil,  and  ammunition,  for 
which  they  are  chiefly  paid  in  gold  and  pepper. 
The^e  are  alfo  feverai  Dutch  plantations  in  this 
ifland,  which  are  comprehended  under  the  gene- 
ral title  of  the  Weft  Coaft.  However,  the  in- 
habitants cf  Sumatra  are  much  more  inclined 
to  the  Englifh  than  the  Dutch,  though  the  latter 
take  all  the  pains  they  can  to  prevent  it,  and 
to  force  the  natives  to  deal  with  none  but  them- 
felves. 

The  third  chief  refides  at  Japan  ;  he  is  always  a 
principal  merchant,  and  is  allifted  by  fome  writers 
in  the  company's  fervice.  There  is  no  place  in 
the  Eaft  Indies  where  the  Dutch  have  fo  little  au- 
thority as  at  Japan.  They  have,  it  is  true,  a  fmall 
iiland  allowed  them  to  themfelves,  where  they 
have  warehoufes  for  their  goods,  and  a  few  ordi- 
nary houfes  for  thofe  in  the  company's  fervice* 
But  then  this  iOand  is  in  efFe6l  a  prifon  ;  and  the 
only  Ihadow  of  liberty  they  have  left,  confift» 
in  the  chief's  going  once  a  year,  attended  by  two 
or  three  perlons,  to  )Me  emperor's  court,  in 
quality  of  AmbalTador,  in  order  to  renew  the 
treaty  of  commerce  which  fubfifts  between  that 
monarch  and  the  company.  This  ifland  is  di- 
vided from  the  city  of  Nangofaqui  by  a  fmall 
fiream  of  ililt  water,  about  forty  feet  broad,  at 
the  end  of  which  is  a  draw-brige,  over  which  the 
Dutch  dare  not  pafs  to  the  city  without  leave 
from  the  governor,  neither  dare  any  of  the  Ja- 
panele  converfe  with  the  Dutch^  except  the  me^- 
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chants  and  fa(?tors,  who  have  a  licence  for  that 
-piirpofe.     For  the   fecurity   of   the  facJtory,    the 
•ifland   is   paiifadoed  round,    and   there   are  four 
•great  ftreets  that  go  acrofs  it,  with  large  ware- 
'houfes  on  both  fides,  and  a  fpacious  market-place 
oppofite  to  the  bridge,  where  at  certain  times,  the 
'citzens  of  Nangofaqui  have   leave  to  trade  with 
them.     The  Dutch  are  not  even  mafters  of  their 
'own  (hips  ;  for  no  fooner  does  one  of  them  enter 
Hhe  port,  than   the  Japanefe  inftantly   take  her 
•^nto  their  poifeflion,  carry  the  arms  and  ammimi- 
'tion  on  fhore,  and  lay  them  up  llifely,  in  order  to 
return  them  when  the  fhip  is  ready  to  fail  ;  they 
alfo  exact  a  ftridl  account  of  the  number  and  qua- 
lity of  all  the  men  on  board. 

Japan  is  well  peopled,  and  produces  every  thing 
necelfary  for  life  in  great  plenty  ;  yet  the  Dutch 
in  their  ifland  pay  a  great  price  for  every  thing 
'they  have,  and  purchafe  even  their  fire-wood  by 
Veight.  The  mountains  are  very  rich  in  gold, 
filver,  and  copper,  which  lafi:  is  the  hci\  in  the 
known  world.  The  porcelain  at  Japan  is  finer, 
and  adorned  with  brighter  colours  than  that  of 
China,  but  is  much  thicker  and  heavier  ;  yet  their 
tea  is  not  near  fo  good.  Their  Japanned  woric  is 
the  bed  in  the  world,  for  the  finelt  fort  will  hold 
boiling  water  without  any  detriment.  The  filks, 
both  wrought  and  raw,  produced  in  this  country, 
are  much  fironger  than  thofe  in  China.  Tlie 
houfes  of  the  people  are  for  the  mofl:  part  built  of 
wood;  but  the  emperor's  palaces  arc  of  marble, 
and  the  roofs  covered  with  guilt  copper.  Their 
guilding  is  very  durable,  and  will  bear  all  winds 
and  weathers  for  many  years.  In  ])oint  of  military 
di(cij)line  they  exceed  the  Chinefe,  and  their  people 
arc  not  of  fo  bale  and  effeminate  a  temper  as  moll 
of  the  inhabitants  of  that  great  empire.  The 
government  is  pcrfedtly  uniform  and  well  fettled  ; 
and  though  fcveral  di drifts  have  the  title  of  kingr 
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doms,  yet  alMheir  monarchs  are  under  the  ftri^left 
fubjc6lion  to  the  emperor.  The  Japanefe  are  how- 
ever fo  wedded  to  their  own  cuftoms  and  opi- 
nions, and  fo  jealous  of  having  new  ones  intro- 
duced, that  they  will  neither  fend  embaffies  to 
other  ftates,  nor  fufFer  their  merchants  to  have 
any  commerce  out  of  their  dominioQs.  They 
however  fend  feme  fmall  junks  in  the  fummer-time 
to  Jedfo,  which  is  about  fifty  leagues  from  the 
north  end  of  Japan  ;  and  it  is  reported  that  they 
bring  much  gold  from  thence  ;  but  whether  that 
country  be  a  part  of  their  dominions  or  not,  is. 
difficult  to  fay. 

The  Japanefe  are  fo  remarkably  honefl,  that  a 
merchant  of  reputation  in  his  payment  puts  up 
five,  ten,  or  any  decimal  number  of  cupangs 
(broad  oblong  pieces  of  gold,  of  twenty  fliil lings 
value  in  Japan)  into  a  iilk  bag,  and  putting  to  it 
his  feal,  it  pafTes  current  for  what  the  feal  mentions 
for  feveral  generations,  without  fo  much  as  any 
one's  examining  what  is  in  the  bag  ;  and  gold  is  fo 
plentiful,  that  when  the  company  has  ftamped  a. 
lion  upon  a  cupang,  it  pafTes  for  forty  (hillings 
fterling.  The  Japanefe  are  however  very  rigorous 
in  punilhing  of  crimes.  When  a  man  of  diftinftion 
isconvidled  of  a  capital  offence,  the  emperor  fends 
him  a  letter  to  inform  him  that  on  fuch  a  day  and 
hour  he  muft  be  his  own  executioner,  under  the 
penalty  of  fuffering  exquilite  torments,  if  he  fur- 
vives  the  appointed  time.  The  delinquent,  on  the 
day  fixed,  invites  his  neareft  and  beft  friends  to  a 
fumptuous  feafl.  After  it  is  over  he  fliews  them 
the  emperor's  letter,  and  while  they  are  reading 
it,  takes  a  dagger,  and  ftabbing  himfelF  below 
the  navel,  rips  himfelf  up  to  the  breaft-bone.  The 
inferior  fort  are  puniflied  by  hanging,  beheading, 
and  throwing  down  an  high  precipice:  and  for 
fmall  faults  whipping  and  ftigmatizlng  are  common 
punifhments. 
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-  Their  religion  is  purely  Pagan,  and  their  favou- 
rite God  is  named  Amida.  They  have  feveral 
other  Deities,  each  of  which  has  its  adorers  and 
devotees,  and  every  God  has  its  particular  paradife 
in  the  fuburbs  of  heaven  ;  but  they  are  all  of  them 
fo  diftant  that  a  foul  is  three  years  in  travelling 
before  he  can  reach  them.  Some  of  the  zealots 
cut  their  own  throats  to  get  an  eafy  palTage  to  the 
paradife  of  fome  of  thefe  deities,  and  others  hang 
themfelvvs  for  the  fame  purpofe.  They  carry  their 
idols  in  procelfion  on  horfeback  with  vocal  and  in- 
ftrumental  mulic,  and  make  many  feafts  and  facri- 
fices  to  them.  There  is  a  tutelar  god  to  every 
family,  whofe  idol  is  placed  at  the  top  of  the  houfe, 
in  order  to  keep  them  from  ficknefs  and  misfor- 
tunes ;  but  when  any  of  thefe  happen,  they  take 
down  the  idol  and  whip  him  for  not  having  per- 
formed his  duty. 

The  Dutch  company  have  alfo  three  fa61ories, 
the  heads  of  which  have  the  title  of  relidents, 
and  correfpond  dire6tly  with  the  governor  general 
ofBatavia.  The  iirft  of  thefe  independent  rcfi- 
dents  is  fixed  at  Cheribon  on  the  coaft  of  Java, 
forty  leagues  from  Batavia,  where  the  company 
carries  on  a  very  advantageous  trade  in  coffee, 
cardamums,  indigo,  cotton,  ike. 

The  fecond  refident  has  the  direction  of  the  com- 
pany's affairs  in  the  kingdom  of  Siam,  and  has  an 
alliftant  or  book-keeper  under  him.  The  company 
carry  on  a  very  confiderabic  trade  here  in  tin,  lead, 
elephants  teeth,  gums,  lack,  wool,  and  other 
commodities.  The  king  of  Siam's  territories  are 
near  300  leagues  in  extent,  and  he  allows  all  na- 
tions to  trade  freely  to  his  dominions.  However, 
Ihips  of  any  great  burthen  arc  obliged  to  come  to 
an  anchor  thirty-fix  leagues  from  his  capital,  be- 
caufe  the  river  Menan,  upon  whicii  it  (lands,  is  lo 
rapid,  that  they  cannot  fail  up  it  without  great 
difficulty.     This  river,  like   the  Nile,  and  many 
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others  in  thejndies,  overflows  its  banks  at  a  cer- 
tain feafon  ;  fo  that  for  half  the  year  the  beft  part 
6f  the  country  lies  under  water,  on  which  account 
the  houfes  are  all  built  upon  palls. 

The  capital  of  Siam  conlifts  of  at  leaft  50,000 
lioufes.  The  people  are  all  pagans,  and  famous 
for  holding  it  as  a  maxim  that  all  religions  are 
good/  provided  they  tend  to  the  honour  of  God. 
However,  they  think  their  own  the  beft,  though 
upon  fomeoccafions  they  are  ready  to  own  that  the 
God  of  the  Chriftians  is  molt  powerful,  becaufe  the 
head  of  their  principal  idol  has  been  twice  beaten 
to  pieces  by  thunder.  This  ftatue  is  perhaps  the 
biggeft  in  the  world.  It  isreprefented  fitting  crofs- 
legged,  in  which  pofition  it  is  feventy  feet  high* 
At  three  leagues  diftance  from  the  capital  is  a  pro- 
digious large  temple,  in  which  there  is  an  idol 
not  quite  fo  tall  as  the  former.  The  priefts  tell 
the  people  that  this  is  the  wife  of  the  other,  and 
that  once  in  feven  years  flie  goes  to  him  or  he 
comes  to  her.  They  alfo  perfuade  themfelves  that 
this  enormous  ftatue,  as  well  as  the  other  is  all 
folid  gold  ;  but  the  laft  clap  of  thunder  that  fell 
upon  it  detected  this  part  of  the  cheat,  and  fliewed 
it  to  be  no  more  than  brick  and  lime  very  artfully 
gilded  over.  The  country  of  Siam  is  very  rich 
and  fertile,  and  a  conliderable  tiade  is  carried  on 
there  by  the  Chinefe.  The  Dutch  have  however 
very  great  privileges,  and  are  confidered  as  the 
moft  favoured  nation. 

The  third  refideney  is  fixed  at  Mocha,  where 
the  refident  is  always  a  merchant,  who  has  under 
him  two  factors.  There  is  alfo  a  factory  there  be- 
longing to  the  Engliili  Eaft  India  company,  and 
a  confiderable  trade  carried  on  by  the  Portuguefe. 
Banians,  Arabians,  Perfians,  and  other  nations. 
This  city  is  fituated  clofe  to  the  fea,  in  a  large, 
dry,  fmdy  plain,  that  affords  neither  fruit  nor 
Y/ater,  except  what  is  brackifli  ;  the  inhabitants 
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are,  however,  fupplied  with  very  good  water  by 
land  carriage  from  Mofa,  which  is  at  20  miles  dif- 
tance.  But  notwithftanding  this  inconvenience, 
the  town  is  large,  indifferently  fortified,  and  the 
buildings  being  lofty,  make  a  fine  appearance  from 
the  fea. 

Having  given  tliis  long  and  circumftantial  ac- 
count of  the  oeconomy  of  the  Dutch  Ealf:  India 
company,  we  fhail  now  refume  the  thread  of 
our  author's  narration.  He  was  obliged  to  pro- 
fecute  his  voyage  home  from  Batavia  in  6ne  of 
the  company's  fhips,  in  which  nothing  remark- 
able happened,  except  their  meeting  with  a  vio- 
lent ftorm  on  the  eaftern  coaft  of  Africa,  by  which 
they  narrowly  efcaped  being  driven  upon  the 
rocks. 

They  had  no  fooner  fight  of  the  Cape  of  Good 
Hope,  than  they  difcovered  abundance  of  Englilh 
and  French,  as  well  as  Dutch  Ihips,  and  a  little 
before  they  reached  the  bay  faw  a  fmall  ifland  cal- 
led the  Ifland  of  Seals,  where  the  company  have 
always  a  guard  polled,  compofed  of  a  ferjeant  and 
a  fmall  number  of  men,  who  are  employed  there 
in  drawing  of  whale-oil,  and  raking  oyfter-lhells 
to  make  lime.  Into  this  ifland  malefactors  are  ge- 
nerally banillied  from  the  Cape,  and  indeed  from 
moft  parts  of  the  Indies ;  where,  befides  the 
puniflunent  of  being  thus  feparated  from  their 
friends,  they  are  put  to  the  hardelt  labour,  accord- 
ing to  the  Dutch  maxim,  that  the  worft  kind  of 
work  is  beft  done  by  the  lazy.  As  foon  as  the  fer- 
jeant faw  what  number  of  fliips  the  fleet  confifted 
of,  he  hoifted  a  flag,  and  fired  as  many  pieces  of 
cannon  as  there  were  (hips^  to  give  notice  to  the 
commander  at  the  Cape. 

The  bay,  which  is  very  fine  and  large,  is  of  an 
oval  form,  and  enters  two  or  three  leagues  within 
land  ;  Co  that  it  may  be  in  the  whole  about  nine 
icai^ues  in  circuit,  and  is  capable  of  holding  a  huii- 
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dred  large  Ihips  very  commodioully.  The  an- 
chorage howler  is  not  every  where  equally  good, 
for  there  is  fome  danger  near  the  Ihore-  The  mid- 
dle of  this  bay  is  commanded  by  a  ilrong  fort, 
which  is  a  regular  pentagon,  each  of  its  baftions 
mounted  With  twenty  pieces  of  heavy  cannon. 
The  fort  and  town  are  both  fituated  on  the  edge  of 
a  plain,  about  three  leagues  in  extent,  lying  at  the 
bottom  of  three  very  high  mountains;  the  firll  of 
v.^hich  is  called  the  Lion  mountain,  from  its  being 
fuppofed  to  refemble  a  lion,  couching  upon  his 
belly.  The  next  is  the  Table  mountain,  lb  ciilled 
from  its  refembling  a  table :  this  is  much  higher' 
than  the  other,  and  in  a  clear  day  may  be  fcen  at 
20  leagues  diftance.  The  third  is  called  the  De- 
vil's mountain,  and  is  not  fo  remarkable  as  either 
of  the  former.  The  houfes  of  which  the  town  is 
compofed  are  very  neat  and  agreeable,  but  not 
above  two  ftories  high,  on  account  of  the  fouth- 
eaii;  winds  that  fometimes  blow  here. 

Towards  the  end  of  March  1723,  the  fliips  be- 
ing re-vi6tualled,  and  ready  to  fail,  a  briili  fouth- 
eaft  wind  carried  them  out  of  the  bay,  the  fleet 
confifting  of  23  fail,  the  greateft  part  of  which  be- 
longed to  the  company.  They  fleered  for  the 
illand  of  St.  Helena,  where  they  arrived  in  three 
weeks.  On  their  approaching  the  illand,  the  com- 
modore detached  two  (liips  to  difcover  whether 
there  were  no  corfairs  upon  that  coaft  ;  for  a  little 
before  they  had  feen  and  given  chafe  to  a  pirate  ; 
whence  he  apprehended  that  more  of  them  might 
be  hovering  about  that  ifland. 

St.  Helena  lies  in  the  latitude  of  16°  15".  fouth,' 
about  550  leagues  from  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope, 
500  leagues  from  the  coalt  of  Brazil,  and  350  from 
Augulla,  which  is  the  neareft  land.  This  illand 
is  about  feven  leagues  in  circumference,  and  is 
covered  with  rocky  hills,  which  in  a  clear  day 
may  be  feen  at  the   diftance  of  forty  leagues.     It 
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is  really  furprizing  to  fee  fo  fmall  an  ifland  in  the 
midft  of  the  ocean,  with  fo  deep  a  fee  round  it, 
that  there  is  fcarce  any  anchorage  to  be  found. 
The  Portuguefe  firft  difcovered  it  to  their  coft, 
they  having  one  of  their  large  Indian  fhips  wrecked 
upon  it;  of  the  remains  of  which  they  built  a 
chapel,  which,  though  long  lince  decayed,  ftill 
beftows  its  name  on  the  finelt  valley  in  the  ifland. 
They  planted  lemons,  oranges,  and  alfo  left  their 
hogs  and  goats,  together  with  partridges,  pigeons, 
and  peacocks,  for  the  conveniency  of  fuch  (liips 
as  lliould  touch  there  ;  but  they  did  not  think 
iit  to  plant  it,  from  the  apprehenfion  of  being 
difpoIfefiTed  by  fome  other  nation.  Afterwards  an 
hermit  chofe  to  live  here  by  himfelf,  but  the  Por- 
tuguefe removed  him,  as  they  did  fome  negro 
ilaves,  who  at  length  fettled  in  the  mountains.  It 
is  at  prefent  pofTelfed  by  the  Englilh,  who  have 
a  good  fort  here,  and  are  fo  well  eftabliOied,  that 
it  is  not  probable  they  will  ever  be  difiurbed  by 
any  other  nation.  The  vallies  are  fertile  and  beau- 
tiful, but  the  weather  is  fometimes  very  hot ;  yet 
even  then  it  is  cool  upon  the  mountains.  Tiierc 
is  not  any  country  in  the  world  better  watei'ed^ 
the  rivulets  running  from  the  tops  of  the  hills 
into  the  fea.  Here  arc  purflain,  forrcl,  credes,  and 
other  herbs,  efteemed  Sovereign  remedies  for  the 
fcurvy.  This  ifland  has  alfo  fome  trees,  though 
none  fit  for  timber,  but  for  fuel  only  ;  and  though 
there  were  formerly  difputcs  between  the  Englilh 
and  Dutch  about  the  polIefTion  of  the  ifland,  yet 
the  former  now  treat  the  latter  very  kindly  when- 
ever the  Ihips  put  in  here,  and  furnilh  them  with 
whatever  they  want. 

They  failed  from  hence  for  the  ifland  of  Afcen- 
fion,  which  lies  in  8*^  fouth  latitude,  and  is  of  about 
the  fame  fize  as  St.  Helena,  but  the  Ihore  is  ex- 
celfively  rocky,  and  the  country  intirely  barren, 
for  here  are  neither  grafs  nor  trees  i  the  furiace  of 
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the  land  loolj^s  as  if  rent  afunder ;  and  there  is  a 
pretty  high  hill  in  the  middle  of  the  iiland,  which 
ibme  imagine  to  have  been  formerly  a  volcano. 
At  certain  feafons  of  the  year  the  country  is  almoft 
covered  with  fea-fowls;  but  what  chiefly  induces 
fhips  to  put  into  the  only  harbour  to  be  found  here, 
is  the  great  plenty  of  excellent  turtle,  which  com^ 
on  fliore  in  the  night  to  lay  their  eggs.  It  is  very 
common  to  leave  malefactors  on  this  ifland,  where 
they  are  expofed  to  great  mifery,  from  being  in 
one  of  the  hotteft  climates  in  the  world,  without 
theleaft  fhelter.  However,  thefe  unhappy  wretches 
enjoy  the  pollibility  of  being  carried  off  hy  fome 
other  fhips. 

After  their  leaving  this  illand,  they  approached 
the  line,  and  pafled  it  without  feeling  any  exceflive 
heat  ;  for  as  the  fun  was  then  turning  towards  the 
north,  they  had  the  benefit  of  pretty  brilk  winds, 
"which  cooled  the  air,  They  tibw  alfo  began  to  feis 
at  night  the  north  ftar,  which  they  had  not 
done  tor  a  year  and  a  half  ;  and  it  is  not  to  be  ex* 
preiTed  how  much  the  feartien  were  rejoiced  at  this 
incident. 

They  continued  fleering  to  the  northward,  till, 
they  were  overtaken  by  hard  gales  of  wind,  and 
driven  within  fight  of  two  of  the  Azore  iilands, 
called  Flores  and  Carvo.  Their  frefli  provifions 
being  now  pretty  far  fpent,  this  accident  though 
it  delayed  them  a  little,  could  not  be  confidercd  as 
B  misfortune,  for  thgugh  they  Itaid  only  three  dayS 
In  the  larger  ifland,  that  time  was  alfo  fufficient 
for  their  procuring  the  refrelhments  they  wanted, 
and  alfo  to  allow  them  to  take  a  view  of  the 
country. 

On  their  entering  the  Spanffii  Tea,  the  weather 
proved  fo  bad,  that  the  advice- fliip  loft  her  rudderi 
which  obliged  her  to  fail  through  the  channel,  in 
order  to  purchafe  one  on  the  Englifla  coaft,  while 
the  reft  of  the  fleet  tailed  as  ufuai  round  the  coaift 
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of  Ireland,  and  had  at  laft  fight  of  the  Orkneys, 
where  fome  Dutch  fliips  were  ftill  employed  in  the 
herring  fiihery.  In  the  latitude  of  60*^.  they  met 
with  fome  Ihips  that  were  waiting  for  them^  which 
convoyed  them  to  the  coaft  of  Holland,  and  the 
fquadron  on  board  which  the  prifoners  were,  enter- 
ed the  Texel  on  the  nth  of  July,  1723,  and  five 
days  after  arrived  at  Amfterdam. 

Upon  their  return,  the  Weft-India  company 
immediately  commenced  a  fuit  in  behalf  of  them- 
felves  and  the  perfons  employed  on  board  the 
fquadron  under  their  prote6tion,  in  order  to  obtain 
fatisfaftion  for  the  injuftice  done  them  by  the  Eaft- 
India  company ;  while  the  Eaft-India  directors 
juftified  all  the  proceedings  of  the  governor  gene- 
ral. But  at  length  the  affair  being  brought  to  an 
iilue,  their  high  mightinefles  the  States  General 
decreed :  That  the  Eaft-India  company  fhould 
furnilh  the  Weft- India  company  with  two  new 
fliips  completely  rigged,  in  every  refpecl  better 
than  thofe  which  the  governor  general  of  Batavia 
had  condemned  and  confifcated  ;  that  the  former 
fliould  likewife  pay  to  the  latter  the  full  value  of 
their  cargoes,  as  foon  as  that  value  could  be  afcer- 
tained;  that  with  refpe6t  to  the  crews  of  both  ftiips, 
the  Eaft-India  company  fliould  pay  them  their 
wages  to  the  time  of  their  return  to  Holland, 
and,  befides  cofts  of  fuit,  fliould  pay  a  certain 
fum  to  the  public,  for  haying  abufed  their  au- 
thority. 
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DESCRIPTION 


OF      THE 


MALDIVA  ISLANDS, 


FRANCIS   PIRARD  DE    LAVEL, 


Containing  a  particular  account  of  the  trade,  manners,  cuftomsj 
buildings,  and  religious  ceremonies  of  the  inhabitants. 


JLn  the  the  beginning  of  the  feventeenth 
century,  the  fame  of  the  Eaft- India  trade  prompt- 
ing feme  French  merchants  of  St.  Male's  to  take 
the  refolution  of  fending  iliips  into  that  part  of 
the  world,  they  fitted  out  the  CroifTant  of  300, 
and  the  Corbin  of  200  tons  burden.  Thefe  vef- 
fels  fet  fail  from  St  Malo's  on  the  i8th  of  May 
1601,  the  author  being  in  the  laft  mentioned  vef- 
fel  They  took  in  frefli  water  and  fruit  at  the 
ifland  of  Anabon^  on  the  coaft  of  Africa  ;  and 
from  thence  fleered  to  St.  Helena,  where  the  men, 
who  had  contraded  the  fcurvy,  fpeedily  recovered. 
Having  afterwards  doubled  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope, 
they  refitted  in  St.  Auguffine's  bay,  in  the  ifland 
of  Madagafcar,  and  proceeded  from  thence  to 
the  Comro  iflands  ;  where  they  llaid  a  fortnight 
highly  delighted  with  their  fertility  ;  and  after- 
wards continued  their  voyage,  till  being  in  the 
latitude  of  5^.  north,  they  perceived  fome  great 
Ihelves,  and  attempting  to  pafs  by  them  between  j 
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the  Maldives  and  the  coaft  of  India,  the  Corbin, 
which  failed  a-head,  ftruck  thrice  upon  a  rock. 

When  the  crew  were  under  this  difafter,  they 
faw  a  bark  belonging  to  one  oftheMaldiva  iflands; 
but  could  not  prevail  on  thofe  aboard  to  come 
near  them,  on  account  of  a  ftri<?t  prohibition  to 
approach  any  fliip  in  diftrefs  without  the  king's 
leave.  In  the  mean  while  the  failors  eat  and  drank 
heartily,  treated  their  commanders  with  infolence, 
and  impioufly  infalted  all  who  fhewed  the  lead 
regard  to  religion;  loudly  proclaiming,  that  fince 
death  was  inevitable,  they  were  refolved  to  render 
its  approach  as  eafy  as  poflible.  This  behaviour 
filled  Mr.  De  Laval,  and  all  thinking  perfons  on 
board,  with  horror.  In  fnort,  after  continuing 
two  days  in  this  deplorable  fituation,  they  made 
a  Ihift  to  haul  the  Corbin  over  the  fiats,  and,  with 
infinite  labour  and  difficulty,  at  length  arrived  at 
one  of  the  iflands,  which  is  called  Pouladon,  and 
is  not  a  league  in  circumference.  They  carried 
fomearms  with  them  ;  but  the  inhabitants  would 
not  faffer  them  to  fct  their  feet  on  Ihore  till  they 
had  delivered  them  up;  which  they  immediately 
did,  and  I'urrendered  themfelves  at  difcretion. 
Though  there  was  not  above  twenty-five  inhabi- 
tants on  the  ifland,  they  concerted  their  meafures 
fo  prudently,  that  they  fcnt  off  the  (hip's  boat, 
and  all  their  own  to  the  other  iflands,  to  prevent 
any  difturbance  from  the  French.  They  then 
carried  them  to  a  lodge  at  a  diftance  from  the  fliore, 
where  they  entertained  them  with  cocoas,  lemons, 
and  otlicr  fruit  ;  but  rifled  them  of  all  they  had, 
alleging  that  it  belonged  to  the  king,  the  Ihip 
being  a  wreck. 

However,  the  French  having  a  piece  of  fcarlet 
cloth,  pretended  that  it  was  dcligned  for  a  prcfent 
to  the  king  of  the  iflands,  together  with  the  whole 
cargo  of  the  fliip.  Upon  this  nobody  dared  fo 
much  as  touch  the  fcarlct;  but  the  French  cutting 
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off  a  piece  of  ^vvo  or  three  ells,  prefented  it  to  the 
governor  of  this  little  ifland,  who  was  a  very  old 
man,  and  thankfully  accepted  of  it,  deliringthem 
to  keep  it  a  fecret. 

Soon  after  the  governor  fent  the  mafttr  of  the 
fliip,  and  two  of  the  failors  to  the  king,  who  re- 
sided in  the  capital  ifland  called  Male,  and  the 
king  immediately  fent  for  his  brother-in-law,  to 
fave  what  was  on  board  the  Ihip. 

The  French  on  leaving  the  vefTel,  brought  with 
them  about  a  thoufand  crowns,  and  leveral  girdles, 
which  they  buried  on  fhore,  as  a  common  referve 
for  the  fupply  of  their  neceffities;   but  fome  of  the 
men  being    in   want  of  fubfiftence,  dug   up  the 
hoard  ;  and  having  offered  the  natives  pieces  of 
money  for  food,  they  would  no  longer  allow  them 
any  without  being    paid   for  it,  and  even  greatly 
over-valued  their  provifions.     Every  feaman  now- 
bid  what  he  had  got  from  his  neighbour,  and  would 
not  affift  him  even  at  the  point  of  ftarving  ;  and 
v,'hen  any  were  fick,  the  reft  were  fo  inhuman  as  to 
rifle  them.     Mean  while  Mr.  De  Lavel  and  two 
more  were  tranfported  to  the   ifiand  of  Pandow  ; 
where   the  natives   being   informed  of  what  had 
pafTed  in  the  other  ifland,  and  thinking  they  had 
money  about  them,  refufed  them  provifions,  in 
hopes  of  their  giving  them  pieces  of  filver  ;  but 
having  none,  they  were  reduced  to  great  extremi- 
ties.    Mr.   De  Laval,  however,  made  it  his  bufi- 
nefs  to  learn  their  language,  and  being  foon  able 
to  difcourfe  with  them,  inlinuated  himfelf  into  the 
favour  of  the  governor  of  the  ifland,  who  fent  him 
to  Male  with  recommendations  to  the  king  ;  and 
"both    his   majefty  and   the  queens   were  ib   well 
pleafedwith  his  convcrfing  with  them  in  their  own 
language,  and  with  the  account  he  gave  of  the 
eufloms  of  Europe,  that  they  caufed  particular 
care  to  be  taken  of  him  in  a  long  lit  of  ficknefs  ; 
and,  in  fliort,  he  role  by  the  king's  favour  to  enjoy 
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a  competency  ;  and  having  by  his  long  ftay  in  the 
country  an  opportunity  otoblerving  whatever  was 
worthy  of  notice,  he  has  obhged  the  public  with 
the  following  account  of  thele  illands. 

The  Maldives  lies  between  one  degree  north, 
and  four  degrees  fouth  latitude,  extending  200 
leagues  in  length,  and  thirty-five  in  breadth.  They 
are  divided  into  thirteen  provinces  called  Attolons, 
each  of  which  comprehends  many  fmall  illands, 
and  is  of  a  circular  from  about  thirty  leagues  in 
circumference.  Thefe  clufters  of  illands  are  fur- 
rounded  by  a  ridge  of  rocks,  which  breaks  the 
force  of  the  fea,  and  raifes  prodigious  furges.  The 
number  of  the  iflands  is  faid  to  amount  to  12,000  ; 
but  a  great  part  of  them  are  only  hillocks  of  land, 
entirely  uninhabited,  fome  producing  no  veget- 
ables, and  others  being  covered  with  large  crabs 
and  Cray  fifh,  and  others  again  with  penguins,  fo 
that  one  cannot  place  a  foot  in  any  part  without 
treading  upon  their  eggs  and  young  ones,  or  the 
old  birds  themfelves. 

Thefe  fandy  illands  afforded  little  or  no  frefli 
water,  and  iome  of  thofe  that  are  inhabited  alfo 
want  it;  fo  that  the  people  are  obliged  to  fend  for 
it  from  the  neighbouring  illes,  and  to  collect  that 
which  falls  from  the  clouds. 

The  Attolons  all  lie  in  a  line,  and  are  parted 
by  channels,  the  wideft  of  which  is  not  above 
200  paces  over,  and  fome  of  them  are  lefs  than 
thirty.  Four  of  thefe  are  navigable  for  large  (hips, 
but  cannot  be  palled  without  danger,  efpecially 
by  night,  on  account  of  the  rocks  and  flats,  which 
are  exadly  marked  in  charts  kept  by  the  inhabi- 
tants, who  have  a  furprifing  dexterity  in  avoiding 
thefe  dangerous  places ;  for  they  will  fteer  fo  nicely, 
as  to  rub  upon  rocks  on  Loth  fides  without  any 
damage. 

Both  the  rich  and  poor  are  from  their  infancy 
inured  to  the  fea,  and  are  under  no  fear  at  encoun- 
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tering  the  msfi:  turbulent  and  foaming  waves  in 
their  barks  and  fniall  boats,  the  number  of  which 
is  inconceivable  ;  for  the  pooreft  man  among  them 
has  one,  and  the  rich  have  feveral.  They  never 
fail  by  night,  or  out  of  fight  of  land,  unlefs  they 
undertake  fome  great  voyage  ;  and  accordingly 
they  take  provifions  on  board  only  for  one  day. 
The  greateft  part  of  the  iilands  comprehended  in 
one  Attolon  being  furrounded  with  a  common  fiat 
or  bar,  which  is  only  pafTable  at  one  or  two  nar- 
row places  that  are  not  eafily  obferved,  they  are 
under  the  neceffity  of  being  very  expert  in  the 
management  of  their  boats,  fince  the  leaft  flip  is 
certainly  followed  by  their  being  wrecked,  and 
the  lofs  of  their  goods.  But  as  for  their  own  per- 
fons  they  have  no  great  reafon  to  fear;  for  all  of 
them  are  admirable  fv\immers. 

The  Maldives  lie  fo  near  the  equinodlial  on 
both  fides,  that  the  climate  is  extremely  hot,  yet 
the  nights  are  very  cool,  and  have  heavy  dews, 
that  refrefh  the  trees  and  herbs.  Their  winter 
commences  in  April,  and  continues  till  06fober, 
during  which  they  have  continual  rains,  but  no 
froft,  and  the  wefterly  winds  are  very  boifterous. 
The  fummer  begins  in  06fober,  and  alfo  lafts  fix 
months,  during  which  the  winds  are  eafterly,  with 
exceffive  heat,  but  no  rain. 

The  inhabitants  are  handfome,  well  made,  and 
of  an  olive  complexion.  Thofe  who  live  in  Male, 
the  largeft  of  thefe  iflands,  and  between  it  and  the 
north  cape,  where  moll  of  the  fliipwrecks  happen, 
are  more  polifhed  and  civilized  than  thofe  on  the 
fouth  coaft,  who  are  ruder,  and  of  a  darker  com- 
plexion ;  there  many  of  the  women  go  naked, 
with  only  a  fmall  covering  round  the  waift.  On 
the  north  the  nobility  and  men  of  fortune  refidej 
and  when  the  king  punifties  a  criminal  with  ba- 
nifliment,  he  only  fends  him  to  the  fouth.  The 
foldiers  are  all  raifed  in  the  northern  parts :  butj, 
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notwithftanding  this  preference,  the  inhabitants  of 
the  fouth,  are  naturally  as  lively,  and  as  quick  of 
apprehenfion,  as  thofe  of  the  north.  The  Maldi- 
vians  in  general  are  very  ingenious,  and  apply 
themfelves  with  great  induftry  and  fuccefs  to  va- 
rious manufaftures,  and  to  letters.  They  are  wife 
and  cautious,  brave,  and  well  Ikilled  in  arms,  and 
their  form  of  government  is  extremely  regular. 

Their  women  have  very  agreeable  features  : 
their  hair  is  black,  which  is  efteemed  a  great  orna- 
ment ;  and  in  order  to  render  it  ftill  blacker,  they 
keep  their  daughters  heads  fliaved  until  they  are 
eight  or  nine  years  of  age,  leaving  only  a  little 
hair  on  the  forehead,  to  diftinguilh  them  from  the 
boys.  The  women  take  a  pride  in  having  their 
hair  thick  and  long,  and  wa(h  their  heads  and  hair 
with  a  water  made  for  tliat  purpofe,  letting  it 
hang  difhevelled  in  the  wind  till  it  dries,  after 
which  they  perfume  with  an  odoriferous  oil.  Both 
fexcs  bathe  once  a  day,  and  afterwards  anoint 
their  bodies  ;  but  their  hair  is  not  wafhed  above 
twice  or  thrice  a  week,  and  they  are  obliged  to  do 
it  on  Fridays,  which  is  their  fabbath.  After  the 
women  have  wafhed,  rubbed,  and  perfumed  them- 
felves, they  ftroke  all  tlie  hair  backwards  from 
their  foreheads,  and  tie  it  behind  in  a  tuft  or  knot, 
which  they  enlarge  by  adding  a  great  lock  of 
man's  hair  in  the  form  of  a  horfe's  tail,  of  which 
fome  of  them  have  two.  They  alfo  adorn  their 
hair  with  fragrant  flowers. 

As  for  the  men,  there  arc  none  but  gentlemen, 
and  the  king's  officers  and  foldicrs,  who  arc  allow- 
ed to  wear  long  hair  ;  and  thefe  wafh,  perfume, 
and  drefs  it  in  the  fame  manner  as  the  women, 
only  they  do  not  make  the  tuft  behind,  but  on 
the  crown  of  the  head,  or  on  one  fide,  and  wear 
no  other  hair  with  it.  It  grows  much  fallcr  than 
ours,  partly  from  its  being  fo  often  walhcd  and 
perfumed,   and  partly  from    the    excellive    heat 
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^hich  rendcrS»at  thick,  ftrong,  and  black.  They 
liave  no  combs,  but  have  fciirars  of  caft  copper, 
and  pieces  of  the  fame  metal,  which  being  rubbed 
bright,  ferve  for  iooking-glalies ;  and  they  have 
fteel  razors  of  a  d liferent  form  from  ours  :  but  as 
there  are  no  barbers  in  the  country,  every  one 
lliaves  himfelf,  except  the  king  and  fome  lords, 
who  are  ferved  by  perfons  who  are  proud  of  that 
honour,  without  any  profpe6l  of  gain.  Their 
beards  are  of  two  forts;  for  though  all  the  men 
ihave  the  upper  and  lower  lip^  and  under  the  chin, 
ecclefiaftical  perfons,  and  thofe  who  have  performed, 
a  pilgrimage  to  Mecca,  are  allowed  to  wear  them 
Jong,  while  all  other  people  clip  them  ihort. 
They  are  very  careful  in  laving  the  parings  of  their 
nails  and  the  cuttings  of  their  hair,  which  they 
"wrap  up  in  cotton  and  bury  in  the  church-yards, 
from  a  notion  that  they  being  parts  of  the  body, 
require  interment  as  well  as  the  reft  ;  for  which 
reafon  many  of  them  (have  in  the  porches  of  the 
temple. 

As  to  the  apparel  of  the  men,  they  tie  a  great 
fwathe  of  cloth  between  their  legs,  and  round 
their  waift,  to  prevent  any  indecent  dilcovery  in 
"Working  or  walking  about.  They  have  next  a 
piece  of  blue  or  red  cotton  cloth,  that  reaches  to 
their  knees,  and  then  a  larger  piece  of  cotton  of 
iilk  reaching  to  their  ancles,  and  girded  with  a 
fquare  handkerchief  embroidered  with  gold  and 
filver,  which  is  fpread  upon  their  backs  and  tied 
befc)re.  Above  thefe  they  have  a  fmall  piece  of 
party-coloured  filk,  that  reaches  along  to  the  mid- 
dle of  the  thighs  ;  and  over  all  they  gird  them-i 
felves  with  a  great  filk  fringed  girdle,  the  ends  of 
■which  hang  down  before  ;  and  within  this  girdl$ 
on  the  left  fide,  they  keep  their  money  and  betel, 
and  on  the  right  fide  a  knife.  Thcfe  knives  ar* 
made  of  excellent  ftcel,  the  flieaths  being  of  woodj 
and  the  hafts  of  fifh  bone  ;  for  they  will  not  wear 
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the  bone  of  a  land  animal :  however,  the  richer 
fort  have  both  their  hafts  and  fheaths  of  wrought 
liiver.  Every  one  wears  a  knife,  on  which  they 
let  a  great  value,  on  account  of  its  being  their  only 
arms  ;  for  none  but  the  king's  officers  and  foldiers 
are  allowed  to  wear  any  other.  Thefe  indeed  have 
a  dagger  at  their  fides,  and  when  they  walk  along 
the  ftreets  carry  a  drawn  fword  in  one  hand,  with 
a  buckler  or  javelin  in  the  other.  The  Maldivi- 
ans  place  their  chief  ornaments  in  their  filver 
chains  that  hang  about  their  girdle,  and  of  which 
every  boy  or  girl  has  more  or  lefs  in  proportion  to 
their  fubftance ;  but  only  perfons  of  quality  and 
fortune  fhew  them  openly.  In  t'lefe  they  place 
their  chief  trcafure,  and  commonly  appropriate 
them  to  pay  the  expcnce  of  their  funeral. 

The  common  people  are  naked  from  the  girdle 
upwards,  except  on   feftival  days,  on  which  they 
wear  cotton  ^nd   filk  jerkins  and  waiftcoats,  the 
fleeves  of  which  reach   only  to  their  elbows  ;  for 
they  allege,  that  if  their  wrifts  were  tied  up  like 
oui's^  they  could   not  have  the  free  ufe  of  their 
arms.     Perfons  of  quality   commonly   wear  fuch 
coats,  but   fome  have  a  cuttom  of  covering  their 
{kin  from  the  girdle  upwards  with  an  odoriferous 
paint  made  of  the  powder  of  cami)hire  and  fan- 
ciers, beaten  upon  a  fmooth  ftone,  and  incorpora- 
ted with  a  water  diflilled  from  f wee t  fcentcd  flow- 
ers :  thefe  make  their  friends  or  wives  anoint  their 
backs,  and  draw  figures  with   this  paint.     How- 
ever, they  mull  not  appear  with  this  foppery  before 
,   the  king,  or  be  ihen  with   it  in  his  y)alace.     The 
|i  men   wear   red  or  party-coloured    turbans  upon 
their  heads,  thofe  of  the  meaner  fort  having  them 
of  cotton,   and   perfons  of  quality   of  (ilk.     The 
)  king's  officers  and  foldiers  have  frequently  em- 
1  broidered    handkerchiefs   on  their   heads,    which 
'  others  are  not  allowed  to  wear  :  their  feet  are  al- 
ways naked,  except  within  doors,  where  they  have 
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wooden  fand^s,  which  they  pull  off  when  vifited 
by  a  perfon  of  iuperior  rank,  and  trequentiy  their 
legs  are  alio  naked. 

The  women  wear  a  coat  of  cotton  or  filk,  which 
extends  from  their  middle  to  their  ancles,  over 
which  they  have  a  long  robe  of  taffety  or  fine 
cotton,  that  reaches  to  their  feet,  without  any  flit 
befides  the  neck,  Vv'here  it  is  faftened  with  two  fmall 
gilt  buttons.  This  robe  they  pull  quite  up  to 
luckle  their  children.  Their  arms  are  loaded  from 
the  wrift  to  the  elbow  with  filver  blacelets,  fo  that 
they  have  fometimes  three  or  four  pounds  of  tine 
filver  upon  them.  The  poorer  fort,  however,  al- 
loy their  filver  with  brafs.  The  women  of  qua- 
lity have  many  gold  chains  or  firings  with  little 
pieces  of  gold,  about  their  necks.  They  have 
their  ears  pierced  when  young,  not  only  in  the 
tip,  from  which  there  hangs  a  rich  pendant,  but 
in  twenty-four  places  up  the  griftle,  in  which  they 
put  as  many  gilt  nails  with  precious  ftones  or 
pearls  in  their  heads.  But  they  are  not  allowed 
to  wear  rings,  jewels,  bracelets,  ear-rings,  or 
chains  of  gold,  till  they  have  obtained  leave  of  the 
queens.  The  men  alfo  obtain  the  fame  privilege 
of  the  king,  which  commonly  cofts  them  money. 
When  the  women  walk  in  the  fl:reets,  they  cover 
their  heads  with  a  veil,  and  are  very  cautious  of 
fhewing  their  faces  before  the  men,  though  in  the 
prefence  of  women  of  fuperior  rank  they  take  olf 
their  veil. 

The  different  quality  of  the  women  is  diHin- 
guiflied  by  their  ornaments  ;  for  none  but  queens 
and  princelles  are  allowed  to  wear  gold  bracelets  or 
gold  rings  on  their  arms  and  legs  :  befides,  the 
queens  put  rings  on  tlieir  fore-fingdrs  ;  the  prin- 
ceffes,  and  perfons  of  the  firft  quality,  upon  their 
middle  fingers  ;  and  all  other  women  have  theirs 
upon  the  ring  finger  and  little  fingers  ;  and  the 
men  only  wear  rings  on  their  thumbs.     If  a  man's 
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wife  wears  richer  ornaments  than  ufual,  lier  huf- 
band's  taxes  are  raifed,  unlefs  he  is  one  of  theking's 
officers,  or  an  inhabitant  of  Male  ;  for  thefe  are 
exempted  from  all  taxes  on  apparel.  Foreigners 
and  their  wives  are  alfo  free,  for  they,  as  well  as 
the  clergy,  may  wear  what  they  pleafe.  The  wo- 
men alfo  place  a  great  part  of  beauty  in  ftaining 
the  nails  of  their  fingers  and  toes  red,  which  they 
perform  with  the  juice  of  a  certain  tree.  In  a 
word,  they  are  very  handfome,  and  are  extremely 
careful  in  fetting  themfelves  off  with  a  genteel 
habit,  and  with  frequent  wafhing  and  perfuming. 

The  king  is  generally  clothed  in  a  line  white 
robe  or  coat  of  cotton,  which  reaches  to  the  gir- 
dle, or  a  little  lower,  with  white  or  blue  edgings, 
and  is  made  faft  before  with  buttons  of  folid  gold. 
Over  this  he  has  a  piece  of  red  embroidered  tapef- 
try,  which  hangs  from  his  vvaift  to  his  heels,  and 
isfaftened  with  a  long  large  filk  girdle,  fringed 
with  gold,  and  a  gold  chain  before,  upon  which 
hangs  a  large  knot  of  jewels  as  big  as  one's  lift, 
compofed  of  the  fineft  precious  ftones.  He  alfo 
wears  a  knife  made  after  the  falhion  of  the  country, 
but  richer  than  thofe  worn  by  others.  Upon  his 
head  he  has  a  fcarlet  cap,  that  colour  being  fo 
much  efteemcd,  that  none  but  the  king  prefimies 
to  wear  it.  This  cap  is  laced  with  gold,  and  has 
on  the  top  a  large  gold  button,  with  a  precious 
ftone.  The  grandees  and  fokliers  wear  their  hair 
long,  but  the  king  has  his  head  fliavcd  every  week. 
His  legs  are  naked,  after  the  fadiion  of  the  coun- 
try, and  his  feet  covered  with  flippers  of  gilt  cop- 
per imported  fiom  Arabia,  and  made  like  fandals, 
which  none  befidesare  allowed  to  wear,  except  the 
queens  and  the  princes  of  the  blood. 

The  chief  mark  of  the  king's  dignity  is  a  white 
umbrella,  which  none  are  permitted  to  life  but 
firangcrs.  He  has  three  pages  near  his  perfon, 
one  carrying  a  fan,  another  his  fword  and  buckler, 
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and  a  thircKa  box  of  betel  and  areca,  which  he 
chews  every  hour.  This  king  did  not  piirfue  the 
diverlions  of  going  abroad  and  fifliing  ;  but  Ihiife 
himfelf  up  in  his  palace,  and  fpent  his  time  in 
careffing  his  queens,  giving  audience  to  his  courti- 
ers, and  feein IT  a  great  number  of  mechanics  and 
artificers  at  woric,  for  he  kept  in  his  palace  paintersi 
goldlmiths,  embroiderers,  cutlers,  joiners,  and 
turners,  whom  he  frequently  attended,  and  even 
laboured  with  his  own  hands,  thinking  it  a  fin  to 
be  idle.  He  had  a  quick  lively  apprehenfion,  was 
a  good  mechanic,  and  encouraged  all  ftrangers^ 
who  praftifed  arts  unknown  to  his  people.  His 
guards  conlifted  of  fix  companies,  commanded  by 
fix  of  his  counfellors,  called  Mofcoulis.  Befides 
which  there  were  ten  battalions,  commanded  by 
ten  of  the  grandees  of  the  country,  who  ferved  his 
majefty,  not  in  fighting,  but  in  launching  of  fhips, 
building  of  palaces,  and  other  works.  In  five  of 
thcfe  compcinies  none  but  gentlemen  were  receiv-. 
ed  ;  the  other  five  took  in  common  people  ;  but 
Haves,  ail  kind  of  labourers,  and  the  illiterate 
were  always  excluded.  Whoever  lifi:ed  as  a  foldier 
paid  twenty  larrins  to  the  king,  and  forty  to  be 
diftributed  among  the  company  :  but  though  all 
offices  were  bought  of  the  king,  no  officer  could, 
either  fell  or  refign  his  poft. 

On  Fridays  he  went  in  great  pomp  to  the  mor-* 
que,  "attended  by  a  hundred  of  his  guards,  his 
ordinary  officers,  and  a  complete  band  of  mufic,; 
confiding  of  trumpets,  flutes,  and  drums.  After 
fervice  was  over  he  returned  with  the  fame  retinue,, 
the  foldiers  leaping  all  the  way  to  the  found  of  the 
inufic,  and  in  a  regular  fucceffion  ftriking  their, 
fwordson  one  another's  bucklers.  As  thefe  ifiands  . 
afford  no  beafts  of  burthen,  the  king  walked  abroad 
on  foot,  unlcfs  he  was  carried  in  a  chair  on  the 
ihoulders  of  his  ilaves^  which  happened  but  feldom :. 
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for,  being  a  ftrong  man,  he  chofe  rather  to  go  on 
foot. 

His  queens  wore  the  fame  fort  of  habits  with 
the  other  Maldiva  women,  only  their  clothes  were 
richer;  the  noblemens'  ladies  and  daughters  were 
obliged  to  wait  upon  them  every  evening,  and. 
when  the  queens  went  abroad,  wliicli  happened 
but  very  feldoni,  all  the  women  in  the  iiland  ran 
to  meet  them,  in  their  refpe6live  diftrifts,  with 
prefents  of  fruit  and  flowers,  for  a  number  of 
tiemale  Haves  proceeded  at  a  great  diftance  before 
them,:  to  give  notice  that  all  the  men  might  get 
out  of  the  way.  Four  great  ladies  carried  a  veil  of 
white  fiik,  which  reached  down  to  the  ground,  fo 
that  they  could  not  be  feen.  The  queens  frequent- 
ly bathed  in  the  fea,  as  well  as  the.  other  women, 
and  for  that  purpofe  had  an  enclofure  in  the  water 
covered  with  cotton  cloth,  and  upon  the  Ihore  a 
httle  houfe  with  a  frefii  water  bath,  which  they 
uled  as  they  came  out  of  the  fea.  It  is  ufiial  in  this 
country,  never  to  admit  the  day-light  into  the 
chambers  of  the  queens,  or  thofe  of  the  ladies  of 
quality,  for  their  only  light  is  that  of  lamps  conti- 
nually burning.  The  ])art  of  the  room  where  they 
ulually  retire  is  blocked  upwith  four  or  five  rows 
of  tapeftry,  the  innermoft  of  which  neither  man 
nor  woman  dares  to  pull  up,  without  coughing  or 
hemming  firft,  and  telling  who  they  are. 

The  revenues  of  the  king  of  the  Maldives  arife 
from  many  of  the  iflands  being  crown  lands  ;  in  a 
fifth  part  of  the  grain  and  fruits  of  the  country, 
and  in  a  tax  on  dried  fifh,  and  on  fliells  called 
bely,  laid  upon  the  people  according  to  their 
circumftances  ;  in  the  money  paid  to  purchafe  titles 
and  offices,  and  for  licences  to  wear  fine  clothes. 
The  people  are  however,oblige<i  every  year  to  make 
him  a  prefent  of  as  much  fine  cloth  as  will  clothe 
the  (bidiers.  This  revenue  is  enlarged  by  the  king's 
iiaving  a  claim  to  the  goods  imported  by  Ihipping; 
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for  a  veflel  ^  fooner  arrives,  than  they  give  thg 
king  an  account  of  their  cargo,  out  of  which  he 
takes  what  he  pleafes  at  low  rates,  and  obliges  his 
fubje6ls  to  purchafe  them  of  him  agan,  at  what 
price  he  thinks  proper,  by  way  of  exchange  for 
fuch  things  as  he  wants. 

All  the  goods  call  upon  the  fhore  by  (hipwreck 
belong  to  the  king.  This  is  alfo  the  cafe  with 
ambergrife,  which  is  more  plentiful  here  than  in 
any  other  part  of  the  Indies,  and  is  fo  narrowly 
watched,  that  whoever  appropriates  it  to  his  own 
life,  lofes  a  hand.  The  king  has  alfo  a  fort  of  fea-' 
nuts,  called  tanacarre,  which  are  caft  upon  the 
fliore:  thefe  are  as  big  as  a  man's  head,  and  are 
fuppofed  by  the  natives  to  grow  on  trees  under 
water.  The  Portuguefe  call  them  cocoas  of  the 
Maldives  ;  they  are  ufed  in  phyfic^  and  are  very 
dear. 

We  fhall  now  take  a  view  of  their  government 
which  is  an  abfolute  monarchy  ;  for  every  thing 
depends  on  the  king's  pleafure.  Each  attolon  has. 
a  naybe,  or  governor,  who  is  a  prieft  and  do(Sor 
of  the  law.  The  naybes  not  only  govern  the  in- 
ferior priefts,  but  are  the  only  judges  both  in  civil 
and  criminal  cafes,  and  therefore  make  four  cir- 
cuits in  the  year  to  all  parts  within  their  jurifdic- 
tion.  They  are,  however  under  the  direction  of 
a  fuperior,  called  the  pandiare,  and  in  Arabic  the 
cady,  who  refides  in  the  ifle  of  Male,  and  is  both 
the  fupreme  judge  in  all  caufes,  and  the  head  of 
the  national  church.  But  the  judgment  of  the 
pandiare  may  be  reverfed,  by  appealing  to  the  king 
himfelf. 

The  pandiare  makes  a  circuit  once  a  year  thro' 
the  iP.e  of  Male,  as  every  naybe  does  in  his  re- 
fpe6five  attolon,  and  condemns  all  to  be  whipped 
that  cannot  Hxy  their  creed  and  prayers  in  the  Ara- 
bic tongue,  and  conftrue  them  into  the  Maldivian. 
"When  he  goes  along  the  llreetSj  the  women  niuit 
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not  fhew  themfelves ;  for  if  he  fees  any  unveiled 
he  orders  their  hair  to  be  Ihaven.  The  contend- 
ing parties  plead  their  own  caufes,  and  in  allega- 
tions of  matter  of  fa6l^  the  plaintiff  mult  bring 
three  witnelTes,  or  elfe  the  defendant's  oath  will 
bring  him  off.  But  if  the  women  are  called  as 
witnefles,  three  of  them  are  only  equivalent  to 
one  man,  and  ilaves  are  not  allowed  the  privilege 
of  being  witnelTes. 

An  infolvent  debtor  is  obliged  to  become  a  fer- 
vant  to  his  creditor,  but  not  a  Have  ;  and  both  he 
and  his  children  continue  in  the  fervice  until  the 
debt  is  worked  out.  If  a  man  is  murdered,  his 
wife  cannot  profecute  the  malefa61:or ;  but  the 
judge  obliges  him  to  maintain  her  children,  and  to 
bring  them  up  to  a  trade  till  they  are  of  age,  when 
they  may  either  forgive  or  profecute  the  murderer. 

The  ordinary  punifliment  for  criminals  is  whip- 
ping, which  is  performed  with  thongs  of  thick 
leather,  in  fuch  a  manner,  that  it  very  frequently 
proves  mortal.  In  this  manner,  fodomy,  inceft, 
adultery,  perjury,  and  rapes,  are  punilhcd  ;  bc- 
fides,  an  adulterefs  has  her  hair  cut  off;  a  perjur- 
ed criminal  pays  a  pecuniary  mul6t  ;  and  a  ravifhcr 
is  obliged  to  give  a  dowry  to  the  injured  woman. 

In  fome  cafes  they  are  banilhed  to  the  fouthcrn 
iflands,  and  in  others  they  are  doomed  to  the  lots 
of  a  principal  member.  Thus  Healing  any  thing 
of  value  is  puniihed  with  the  lofs  of  a  hand.  But 
though  death  is  by  law  the  punilhmcnt  of  homi- 
cide, they  never  condemn  a  prifoncr  to  die,  un- 
lefs  the  king  exprefsly  defires  it,  which  icldoni 
happens,  and  when  it  does,  he  lends  his  own  fol- 
diers  to  execute  the  fcntence.  When  the  king  is 
perfonally  offended,  the  criminal  is  laid  upon  the 
ground  flat  upon  his  belly  ;  his  arms  and  legs  are 
held  by  four  men,  while  his  back  is  foundiy  beaten 
with  a  rattan. 
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The  inhatH|ants  are  divided  into  four  clafTes  ; 
the  royal  family,  perfons  inverted  with  dignities 
and  offices,  the  nobility  and  gentry,  and  the  com- 
mon people.  The  third  rank  is  dillinguillied 
from  the  fourth  by  their  births  and  the  diftin6tion 
is  fo  ftn(5lly  obferved,  that  the  latteudare  not  lit 
in  the  prefence  of  the  former.  If  a  noble  woman 
marries  a  plebeian,  (lie  retains  her  rank,  and  upon 
lier  account  the  children  are  reckoned  noble  ;  but 
a  woman  of  the  loweilclafs  cannot  ennoble  her- 
felf  by  marrying  a  nobleman:  Eefides'thoie  of 
noble  birth,  there  are  fome  ennobled  by  the  king  ; 
who  not  only  gives  them  letters  entitling  them 
to  that  privilege,  but  fends  an  olficer  round  the 
illand,  to  make  public  their  promotion . 

The  Maldivians  may  be  coniidered  as  a  lively 
brifk,  and,  in  many  refpe6ts,  a  fober  and  wife 
people  ;  for  they  are  difcreet  in  moft  of  their 
aftions,  fond  of  arms  and  exercife,  and  are  not 
deftitute  of  courage.  They  are  religious  to  a  very 
high  degree  ;  and  if  they  quarrel,  they  never  rail, 
for  if  they  did,  if  every,  body  would  fall  upon 
them.  They  are  polite  in  their  manners,  and 
difcover  much  induilry  in  arts  and  manufactures  ; 
but  are  at  the  fame  time  of  fo  libidinous  a  difpoii-. 
tion,  that  adultery,  inceft,  and  fodomy  may  be 
reckoned  among  their  common  a6^ions,  and  forni-t ; 
cation  is  accounted  no  crime  ;  for  a  young  woman 
is  not  liable  to  be  affronted  for  having  been  un- 
chafie  before  marriage.  The  lafcivioufnefs  oftlie 
v.omen  is,  indeed,  equal  to  that  of  the  men,  and  " 
it  is  impofTible  for  the  latter  to  exceed  them.  The 
men  bend  their  whole  thoughts  to  the  gratification 
of  their  defires,  and  would  give  their  whole  cllates 
for  a  receipt  to  corroborate  their  drooping  ap- 
petite. Their  intrigues  engrofs  their  whole  dif- 
courfes,  and  their  wives  or  millreffes  are  their 
infeparabie  cOxmpanions ;  and  yet  if  a  man  talks 
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indecently,  to  a  woman  before  any  of  her  relations, 
they  will  refent  it  fo  far  as  to  profecute  them  at 
law,  and  oblige  him  to  acknowledge  in  open 
court,  that  they  are  perfons  of  honour^  iinlefs 
he  declares  that  he  did  not  know  of  ther  affinity 
to  the  lady. 

As  the  women  feldoni  ftir  abroad  in  the  day, 
they  make  all  their  vilits  at  night,  accompanied 
by  a  man  who  walks  before,  and  when  he  lees 
another  man  approaching,  calls  out  thrice.  Gas, 
that  is,  take  care.  Upon  which  fignal,  the  per- 
fon  betakes  himfelf  to  the  other  fide  of  the  ftreet, 
without  feeming  to  fee  or  know  the  woman  ;  nay, 
if  one  wonian  meets  another,  (he  takes  the  other 
fide  of  the  way,  and  does  not  falute  her,  unlels 
Ihe  is  very  intimately  acquainted  with  her. 
, '  Their  literary  accomplilhments  confift  in  learn- 
ing to  read  and  write  the  Arabic  and  Maldivaii 
tongues,  to  underlland  the  Koran,  and  to  know 
their  duty.  Their  lefTons  are  written  on  white 
tables  of  wood,  which  they  clean  and  whiten 
again,  after  they  have  got  their  lellbns  by  heart; 
but  their  durable  writings  are  on  paper  made  of 
a  leaf  of  a  tree  a  fathom  and  a  half  long,  and 
a  foot  broad.  In  teaching  the  children  to  write, 
they  make  ufe  of  no  paper  ;  but  draw  the  letters 
with  a  bodkin  upon  fmooth  plain  boards,  covered 
with  fine  white  fand.  The  children  have  I'uch 
a  profound  veneration  for  their  maftcis,  that  they 
cannot  marry  them  any  more  than  their  own 
parents.  They  have  alio  fchools  for  the  mathe- 
maticks,  which  are  much  efteemed  ;  and  likewile 
for  teaching  the  ufe  of  the  fvvord  and  buckler,  the 
bow,  the  gim  and  tiie  pike. 

It  may  here  be  proper  to  take  notice  of  fome 
of  their  manufaftures  and  articles  of  comn)crce. 
As  to  their  money,  it  is  only  lilver,  and  of  one 
ibrt  called  larrins,  each  larrin  being  of  about  the 
value  of  eight-pence.     This  money  is  long,  like 
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one's  fingerj^^and  folded  ;  the  king's  name  being 
fet  upon  the  folds  in  Arabic  characters.  However^ 
all  gold  and  fiiver  is  current  here  by  weight,  as 
it  is  all  over  the  Indies.  Inftead  of  fmall  change, 
they  fometimes  ufe  the  fliells  called  cowries,  12,000 
of  which  makes  a  larrin  ;  but  in  their  own  mar- 
kets they  often  barter  one  thing  for  another.  Their 
gold  and  filver  is  all  imported  from  abroad,  and 
the  plenty  of  it  that  appears  in  thefe  illands  is  an 
evident  proof  that  the  balance  of  trade  is  in  their 
favour.  The  Maldives  are  frequented  by  mer- 
chants ;  who  purchafe  their  cowries,  and  cocoa- 
nuts  :  with  thefe  laft,  Mr.  De  Laval  fays,  they 
at  that  time  annually  loaded  above  100  Ihips. 
Cocoa-trees  are  no  where  either  in  fuch  abundance, 
or  in  fuch  perfe61ion.  Of  this  fruit  the  cordage 
is  made,  that  ferves  the  fhips  of  Arabia,  Malabar, 
and  all  the  Indies.  The  fruit  produces  alfo  oil, 
and  a  kind  of  honey ;  and  by  weaving  the  leaves 
of  the  trees,  they  make  fails.  From  hence  is 
alfo  exported  in  great  quantities  the  moft  beautiful 
tortoife-lhell  in  the  world,  which  is  found  no  where, 
but  here  and  in  the  Philippines.  The  natives 
likewife  make  fine  red  mats,  cotton  cloths,  and . 
filk  ftuifs  ;  and  in  exchange  for  thefe  articles  they 
obtain  all  the  necelTaries  and  accommodations  of 
life. 

They  have  many  peculiar  cuftoms  with  reference 
to  eating.  If  they  inte^nd  to  compliment  a  friend 
with  an  entertainment,  they  fend  a  covered  table, 
with  feveral  diflies  of  meat  to  his  houfe  ;  but  in 
their  own  houfes  they  are  cautious  of  eating  in  th( 
prefence  of  others.  Before  and  after  meals  the}^ 
fay  grace.  Their  table  is  the  floor  covered  with  a 
fine  mat,  upon  which,  like  the  other  eaftern  nati- 
ons, they  fit  erofs-legged  ;  but  eat  with  fuch  neat" 
nefs,  that  they  will  not  let  fall  a  crumb,  of  a  drop] 
of  water,  though  they  wafli  their  mouths  before  and^ 
after  their  meals.     Inftead  of  table-cloths  and  nap- 
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kins,  they  ufe  banana  leaves.  Their  difhes  are 
made  of  earth,  or  china-ware,  which  is  very  com- 
mon, gold  and  liiver  velTels  being  prohibited  by 
law.  They  are  all  round,  with  an  earthen  cover, 
over  which  they  put  a  piece  of  filk  to  keep  out  the 
ants,  which  are  fo  numerous  and  troublefome,  that 
it  would  othervvile  be  impoifible  to  prevent  their 
getting  into  the  dillies  ;  and  the  natives  are  fo  nice, 
that  they  will  not  talte  any  meat  that  has  been 
touched  by  a  fly,  pifmire,  or  any  infeil  or  unclean 
thing,  but  give  it  to  the  fowls.  As  for  the  poor, 
whoiu  they  confider  as  the  iervants  of  God,  they 
fcorn  to  offer  them  what  they  will  not  eat  them- 
feives,  and  entertain  them  with  the  bed  victuals 
they  have.     Tliey  employ  their  fingers  in  eating, 

rt  with  fuch  care  that  they  let  nothing  fail  ;  and 
they  have  occafion  to  cough  or  fpit  at  their 
meals,  they  rife  from  the  table  and  walk  out. 
They  begin  their  meals  by  eating  a  cocoa-nut  half 
ripe,  and  drinking  the  milk  of  it.  While  they  eat 
they  are  filent,  and  make  quick  difpatch  ;  for  they 
elleem  it  indecent  to  be  long  eating,  and  a  mark 
of  rudenefs  to  drink  before  they  have  ended  their 
meal  :  even  then  they  drink  but  once,  either  wa- 
ter or  cocoa  wine,  which  are  brought  in  well- 
wrought  copper  cups  with  covers.  After  eating 
and  wafliing,  a  plate  of  betel  is  ferved  up  initead 
of  fweetmeats  :  for  the  fruit  is  brought  in  with 
the  meat.  They  have  no  let  meals,  but  eat  when 
their  appetite  ferves  ;  and  all  the  provilions  are 
drcllcd  by  the  women,  for  if  a  man  was  to  all'ume 
the  oilice  no  other  would  converfe  with  him,  and 
he  would  be  doomed  by  his  trade  to  the  company 
of  women  alone.  The  butchers,  however,  muft 
be  ancient  men  and  fathers  of  children. 

As  foon  as  the  children  come  into  the  world, 
they  walh  them  fix  times  a  day  in  cold  water,  and 
then  anoint  them  with  oil.  All  mothers,  and  even 
the  queens  themlelves,  fuckle  their  own  children, 
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and,  befide».*the  railk  of  their  brealls,  feed  them 
with  a  fort  of  pap  made  of  millet  bruifed  and 
fteepedin  water,  and  afterwards  boiled  in  milk  and 
the  honey  of  cocoas.  Though  they  do  not  fwaddle 
their  children,  they  are  never  deformed.  They 
rock  them  in  hammocks,  or  in  little  chairs  hung 
up  in  the  air,  which  they  fwing  backwards  and 
forwards.  At  the  age  of  nine  months  the  children 
begin  to  go,  and  at  nine  years  old  they  commence 
the  ftudies  and   exercifes  of  the  country. 

When  the  Maldivians  wake  out  of  their  fleep,^ 
they  immediately  wafli  their  faces  and  eyes,  rub 
them  with  oil,  and  blacken  their  eye-lids  and  eye- 
brows ;  for  before  this  is  done  they  muft  not  fpeak, 
or  bid  any  one  good  morrow.  They  are  very  care- 
ful in  wafhing  and  cleanfing  their  teeth,  that  the 
betel  and  areca  may  the  more  eafily  ftain  them 
with  their  red  colour,  which  they,  are  extremely 
fond  of;  and  they  are  always  chewing  betel, 
which  they  mutually  prefent  to  each  other  upon 
cccafional  falutations.  They  wafli  with  their  lefl 
hands  after  natural  evacuations.  When  they  fet 
out  upon  a  journey,  they  fuperftitiouily  avoid  meet- 
ing with  any  body  ;  for  if  any  unlucky  accident 
befals  them,  they  impute  it  to  the  perfon  who 
touched  them.  When  they  go  a  filhing  they  muft 
Dotfaluteany  body,  or  bid  them  good  morrow  ; 
and  from  fun-fet  on  Thurfday  till  three  or  four 
o'clock  the  next  morning,  they  will  not  fufler  any 
thing  to  be  carried  out  of  the  houfe,  but  receive 
ail  that  is  brought  in. 

They  havealfo  feveral  pagan  cuftoms  ;  for  when: 
crolfed  at  fea  they  addrefs  themfelves  to  the  king 
of  the  winds,  though  they  do  not  call  him  a  god  ; 
and  in  every  ifland  there  is  a  defolate  place,  where 
thofe  who  have  efcaped  danger  make  offerings  of 
little  fliips  and  boats  made  on  purpofe,  and  loaded 
with  gums,  perfumes,  flowers,  and  oderiferoua 
wood  ;  and  having  fet  them  on  lire  turn  them 
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i  t'irift,  fo  that  they  float  up  and  down  till  they  are 
'  quite  burnt  ;  but  when  they  cannot eafily  fet  them 
I  atioat",  they  kill  cocks  and  hens,  and  throw  them 
into  the  fea,  right  afore  the  fliip  in  which  the\^  in- 
tend to  fail.  They  alfo  pay  a  fuperftitious  refpe6l 
to  the  imaginary  king  of  the  fea,  whence  they  dare 
not  fpit  to  the  windward  of  the  (liip  ;  and  all  their 
ihips  and  boats  being  devoted  to  the  kings  of  the 
wind  and  fea,  they  keep  them  as  clean  and  as  neat 
as  their  mofques. 

They  impute  all  affliftion,  ficknefs,  and  death 
to  the  devil  ;  and  in  a  certain  place  make  him  of- 
ferings of  flowers  and  banquets  on  piirpofe  to  pa- 
cify him,  and  there  fulFer  them  to  be  confumed, 
unlefs  fome  poor  perfon  has  the  fenle  to  take  theiiu 
With  the  fame  view  they  olter  him  cocks  and  hens, 
though  they  kill  them  with  their  faces  dire(5ted  to- 
wards Mahomet's  tomb.  They  attribute  a  won- 
derful virtue  to  certain  charafters,  which  they  wear 
under  their  garments  in  little  boxes,  and  fome- 
tinies  fix  them  under  their  arms  or  their  necks, 
girdles,  and  feet,  according  to  the  feat  of  the  dif- 
temper  :  for  their  imaginary  virtue  is  faid  to  con- 
lift  in  curing  or  alleviating  difcafes,  procuring 
love  and  fafety,  and  preferving  them  from  hatred 
and  danger.  Thefe  they  buy  of  the  magicians, 
who  are  their  only  phyficians. 

In  all  thefe  i Hands,  and  even  at  Male  itfelf,  there 
are  no  enclofed  towns,  the  houfes  lying  fcattered, 
though  not  without  fome  order  and  diftinction  of 
ftreets.  Thofe  of  the  common  prople  are  built  of 
cocoa-wood,  and  covered  with  cocoa  leaves  fewed 
one  within  another  ;  but  perfons  of  (juality  and 
fortune  have  their  houfes  built  of  ftpne,  which  is 
taken  from  under  the  flats  and  rocks,  ^nd  is  at  iirft 
'  fmooth,  white,  and  hard  to  cut ;  but  on  its  being 
wet  with  rain,  or  frefh  v.'ater,  it  lofes  its  hardnefs 
and  colour,  and  at  laft  becomes  black. 
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The  manlier  of  taking  thefe  itones  out  of  the 
fea  is  very  remarkable.  There  grows  in  thefe 
iflands  a  tree  called  candou,  which  is  as  big  as  our 
■walnut  trees,  and  refemble  the  al|)in  in  the  Ihaking 
of  its  leaves;  but  is  extremely  foft,  and  lighter 
than  cork  :  it  is  improper  for  burning,  and  when 
dry  they  faw  it  into  planks.  Tiie  people  being 
moft  expert  fwimmersj  they  dive  under  water,  an.di 
having  pitched  upon  a  ftone  fit  for  their  purpofe^ 
faften  a  ftrong  rope  to  it,  and  then  take  a  piece  of- 
the  candou-wood,  and,  having  bored  it,  force  it 
along  the  rope  quite  down  to  the  ilone.  Alter 
this  they  run  on  a  number  of  other  boards,  till 
the  light  wood  rifes  up  to  the  top,  dragging  the 
ftone  along  with  it.  By  this  contrivance  the  na- 
tives took  up  the  cannon  and  anchors  of  the 
French  flnp  that  was  caft  away;  and  Mr  De  Laval 
fays,  that  he  was  an  eye  witnefs  of  their  clearing, 
by  this  means,  within  fifteen  days,  the  harbour  of 
Male,  which  was  fo  choaked  with  great  rocks  that 
no  Ihip  could  come  in.  When  the  candou-wood 
has  been  long  foaked  in  water,  it  muft  be  dried  in 
the  fun  before  it  is  ufed. 

To  retiu'n    from   this  digreffion.      The    royal 
palace  is  of  flone,  and  has  many  fine  apartments 
without  the  ornaments  of  regular  architc6uire.     It 
is  furrounded   with    gardens,   in    which   are  larger; 
fountains  and  ciilerns   of  water   walled  in  ;   theie 
are   paved    with   fmooth    ftones,  and  continual!}^ 
guarded,  to  hinder  people  from  waftiing  in  themj  "* 
they  being  folely  relerved  for  the  ufe  of  the  king 
and  queens.     The  y)alace  is  divided   into  feveia! 
courts  paved  with  white  Hone,  and  in  one  ol  thcle 
are  two  n7agazines,  one  for  the  ordnance,  and.  the 
other  for  ammunition.     The  portal  is  built  like  a 
fquare   tower,  and  on    feftival  days  the  nuifirians  ■ 
iing  and  play  upon  theto}>  of  it.     Palling  on  from  ] 
the  gate,  where  a  guard  is  conftantly  kept,  you  ' 
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come  firft  to  a  hall,  where  the  foldiers  wait ;  then 
to  another  great  hall,  where  the  noblemen  and 
gentlemen  attend  ;  for  none  but  the  officers  of  the 
bouihold,  and  the  king  and  queen  s  fervants  and 
Haves,  are  allowed  to  go  farther.  The  floor  of 
thefe  halls  are  i^aifed  three  feet  high  from  the 
ground,  to  avoid  the  ants  ;  they  are  neatly  beard- 
ed, and  covered  with  party  coloured  mats  made 
in  thefe  iflands,  which  have  feveral  chara(5fers  and 
other  figures  wrought  upon  them.  Both  the  ceil- 
ing and  the  walls  are  hung  with  fiik  tapeftry, 
adorned  with  fringes.  The  chambers  and  inner 
apartments  are  alfo  hung  with  lilk  tapeftry,  and 
enriched  with  gold  flowers,  and  branches  of  feveral 
colours.  The  beds  of  the  palaces,  andthofe  of  the 
great  men,  are  hung  with  cords  upon  a  beam, 
Supported  by  two  pillars;  in  thefe  beds  they  are 
rocked  to  ileep,  and  it  is  ufual  among  the  better 
fort  of  people,  to  make  the  fervants  rub  and  chafe 
their  bodies  when  they  lie  down. 

Their  mofquesare  built  of  lione  well  cemented, 
and  ftand  in  the  middle  of  a  fquare  inclofure,  where 
they  bury  their  dead.  Thefe  mofqucs  iirc  fquare 
buildings,  and  have  three  doors,  to  each  of  which 
there  is  an  afcent  of  Iteps.  The  bottom  of  the  mof- 
pue  is  polifhed  flones,  and  the  floor  covered  wilii 
mats  and  tapeftry,  kept  extremely  clean.  Tiic 
ceiling  is  of  wood  admirably  ix^lifhed,  and  the 
walls  are  wainfcottcd  ;  but  both  the  ceiling  and 
wainfcotting  are  firmly  joined  without  nails,  pegs, 
or  any  other  vifible  artifice.  Upon  the  wails  are 
large  tables  of  Hone  or  wood,  with  infcripiions  in 
Arabic.  A  particular  place  is  affigncd  ibi'  the 
king  and  his  court  ;  there  are  galleries  for  the 
guards,  and  diftinft  places  allotted  for  perfons  of 
different  qualities  and  ages  ;  fb  that  if  any  perfon 
take  an  improper  place,  he  is  liable  to  be  fined, 
^ome  of  the  iflands  have  nine  or  ten  nK^fqucs. 
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Each  ijiofque  has  its  prieft^  and  each  ifland  thnt 
hais  forty  peribns  above  fifteen  years  older  than  the 
king,  is  dignified  by  having  a  catibe,  who  affifts 
as  principal  at  all  public  exercifes,  and  governs 
the  inferior  priefts.  He  pronounces  the  public 
prayers,  and  expounds  the  law  of  Mahomet.  Under 
him  the  moudins^  or  inferior  priefts,  teach  the 
children  to  read  and  write  their  mother  tongue, 
and  alfo  Arabic  for  which  they  are  paid  by  the 
parents. 

They  repair  to  the  mofque  five  times  a  day,  viz. 
at  day  break,  at  noon,  at  three  o'clock  in  the 
afternoon,  at  fun-fet,  and  at  ten  o'clock  at  night. 
But  thofe  who  have  no  mind  to  go  to  the  mofque 
may  fay  their  prayers  at  home;  though,  if  any 
perfon  be  known  to  negleft  prayer  altogether,  no- 
body will  eat  or  converfe  with  him.  Before  they 
enter  the  mofque  they  wafii  their  feet,  hands,  ears, 
mouth,  and  eyes,  and  nothing  in  the  world  will 
make  them  neglect  this  walhing.  It  is  obfervable 
that  they  offer  their  penitential  prayers  with  a 
loud  voice,  and  by  this  means  make  every  one 
acquainted  with  the  moft  fecret  tranfa(5lions  of  their 
lives ;  thus  the  adventures  of  the  man  and  wife  are 
made  known  to  the  world  by  the  prayers  of  both 
parties;  for  though  the  w^omen  never  go  to  the 
mofque,  they  pray  aloud  as  well  as  the  men,  only 
they  do  it  at  home. 

The  male  children  are  circumcifed  at  feven 
years  of  age,  upon  which  occafion  the  parents  and 
relations  divert  themfelveswith  mulic  and  public 
feafting,  during  fourteen  days.  They  have  parti^ 
cular  operators,  who  perform  the  work  of  circum- 
cilion,  and  have  no  other  employment  ;  and  this 
ceremony  is  performed  in  the  following  manner  ;) 
for  fiK  or  feven  hours  before  the  operation,  the 
child  is  bathed  in  the  fea,  in  order  to  make  the 
yard  Ilirink,  and  to  render  the  fliin  foft  and  tender. 
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The  boy  being  then  brought  to  a  lodge  built  on 
purpofe,  is  held  by  two  or  three  priefts,  who  iing 
verfes  and  repeat  prayers  fuitable  to  the  occafion  j 
then  the  operator  pulling  the  prepuce,  cuts  it  off* 
with  a  razor,  after  which  he  heals  the  wound  ia 
about  fifteen  days.  The  girls  are  alfo  circumcifed ; 
but  this  ceremony  only  confifts  in  drawing  two  or 
three  drops  of  blood  from  the  clitoris,  when  they 
are  two  years  of  age  ;  but  this  is  attended  with  no 
folemnity.  When  the  children  are  grown  up, 
they  pay  a  profound  refpe6t  to  the  operator  who 
circumcifed  them,  and  call  him  mafter. 

They  celebrate  feveral  feftivals,  and  in  particu- 
lar every  Friday  being  their  Sabbath  is  a  day  of 
feafting,  at  which  all  the  males  above  fifteen  years 
of  age  are  prefent,  but  none  of  the  females.  On 
the  preceding  evening  they  pray  in  their  houfes, 
and  have  an  entertainment  provided  ;  on  Friday 
morning  the  public  cryer  goes  round  the  idand, 
beating  upon  an  inftrumcnt  with  a  wooden  ham- 
mer, and  is  aflifted  by  three  trumpeters,  to  give 
the  people  notice  of  their  duty,  who  after  wafliing, 
bathing,  and  putting  on  their  bell  clothes,  repair 
to  the  mofque.  In  the  mean  time  the  king's  mufi- 
cians  play  before  his  palace  on  feveral  inftruments, 
aiid  foon  after  the  king's  four  priefts,  who  are  men 
of  quality  and  learning,  and  never  aflift  but  at 
public  folemnities,  afcend  ail  high  ftone  edifice 
adjoining  the  principal  mofque,  clap  their  hands 
upon  their  ears,  and  cry  with  a  loud  voice.  Alia 
Ekbcr,  &c.  '"  God  is  great,  God  is  great,  God 
*'  ib  great;  bear  witncfs  there  is  bvitone  God,  and 
**  that  Mahomet  is  his  prophet;"  which  done  they 
repair  to  the  king's  palace,  where  they  pronounce 
the  fame  words.  The  king  coming  laft  to  the 
church,  immediately  prays,  after  which  the  ca- 
tibe  being  mounted  on  a  raiftd  place  at  one  end  of 
the  moRjue.  t^kcs  a  naked  (word  in  his  hand  with 
the  point  downward,  and  ilowriihujg  it  about  je^ 
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cites  his  prayWs.  In  the  mean  while  the  people 
pray  inceiiantly,  putting  themfelves  in  various 
poilures,  and  praftiiing  feveral  ridiculous  geltures. 
The  catibe  has  a  new  prayer  for  every  Friday  in 
the  year,  and  when  that  year  is  expired,  makes  ule 
or"  the  Tame  prayers  for  the  next.  He  repeats  all 
witliout  a  book,  and  if  he  makes  a  miftake  of  a 
fingle  word,  the  moudins  repriniand  him  publick- 
ly,  and  the  feaft  is  thought  to  be  ineffectual.  This 
fcrvice  la Rs  about  iiwo  hours,  and  after  it  is  over 
the  people  falute  each  other,  and  the  king  returns 
in  ftate  to  his  palace,  where  he  entertains  them  at, 
feis  own  ex  pence. 

The  like  folemnity  is  obferved  on  the  day  of 
every  new  moon,  ibr  which  they  prepare  by  clean- 
ing their  houfes,  courts  and  ftreets.  At  the 
entrance  of  the  churches,  and  the  gates  of  their 
houfes,  they  place  cocoa  (hells,  cut  in  the  middle, 
and  filled  with  white  fand  and  burning  coals; 
upon  which  they  burn,  almoft  all  night,  fweet- 
fcented  gums  and  woods.  The  inlides  of  their 
houfes,  their  beds,  &c.  are  perfumed  after  the 
fame  manner.  Four  of  thefe  new  moons  are  ob- 
ferved with  greater  iblcmnity  than  the  reft  ;  parti- 
cularly in  December  they  have  a  faft  called 
Ramadan],  which  commences  at  the  new  moon. 
This  faft  they  obierve  with  fuch  ftriClnefs,  that 
they  not  only  avoid  tafting  all  kinds  of  food  or 
liquids,  but  do  not  even  fwallow  their  fpittle ; 
and  though  the  men  pra6life  bathing  as  ufual, 
they  are  prohibited  from  plunging  their  heads  in 
the  water,  lealt  fome  drop  of  it  fliould  enter  at 
their  mouths  or  ears  ;  and  the  women  are  forbid  _ 
to  bathe  at  all.  Half  an  hour  before  iim-let  theyij 
repair  to  the  mofque,  where  they  pick  their  teeth, 
and  then  pray,  and  the  fervice  being  over,  return 
home,  wiiere  they  make  merry  with  their  friends. 
In  this  month,  nobody  will  work  be  they  ever  fo 
poor;  and  notwithftanding  their  fafiiqg  fo  rigor- 
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Du^y  in  the  day-time,  intrigues  run  higher  than  in 
anv  other  month  ;  the  young  men  and  maids 
fending  fongs  and  verfes  to  each  other  infcribed 
with  bodkins  on  cocoa  leaves.  The  youths  alfo 
preient  their  miftrefles  with  garlands  of  the  moil 
fragrant  flowers,  and  receive  in  return  pr-efents 
of  betel.  AH  manner  of  diveriions  are  at  this 
time  carried  on,  and  nothing  is  omitted  that  can 
highten  their  mirth.  Three  days  after  the  end 
of  the  Ramadam,  a  perfon  beating  with  a  hammer, 
and  the  trumpeters,  go  round  every  ifland,  re- 
quiring all  the  inhabitants,  whether  men  or  boys, 
women  or  girls,  to  fend  their  names  in  writing 
to  the  naybe  of  their  refpe6live  attolon,  and  to 
pay  an  offering  of  half  a  larrin  a  head  ;  to  which 
they  willingly  fubmit,  confidering  it  as  a  tribute 
to  God  and  Mahomet.  The  parents  pay  for  their 
unmarried  children,  fervants,  and  ilaves ;  and  if 
any  poor  perfon  has  not  the  money  to  lay  down, 
the  rich  very  willingly  pay  for  him.  One  third 
of  this  money  goes  to  ecclefiaftical  perlons,  another 
to  the  prol'elytes,  and  a  third  to  the  poor,    i 

In  Anguft  or  September  they  have  a  folem- 
nity  of  two  days,  during  which  they  fend  to 
each  other  their  boiled  wine,  with  honey  and 
cocoa  milk. 

About  the  month  of  06^ober  they  have  afolema 
no(5turnal  fellival,  called  Maulude,  on  the  night 
in  which  Mahomet  died.  Upon  this  occafion 
a  large  wooden  houfe  or  hall,  in  feveral  parts 
of  the  idand,  is  hung  within  with  the  finell  and 
richeft  tapeftry.  The  flour  is  covered  with  white 
fand,  over  which  there  are  mats,  and  the  ceiling 
is  adorned  with  white  cotton  cloth,  lupported 
by  black  firings  that  run  along  it  like  ilripcs.  In 
this  large  hall  a  multitude  of  lamps  render  it 
as  light  as  day,  and  the  air  is  filled  with  the  fmoke 
of  perfumes.     In  the  hall  is  a  table  covered  with 
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feveral  forts  of  meats  and  mixed  liquors.  The 
men  fepair  thither  about  eight  o'clock  in  the  even- 
ing, and  are  placed  in  order  according  to  their 
refpe6tive  ftations,  by  officers  appointed  for  that 
purpofe.  The  priefts  and  other  ecclefiaftical  per- 
fons  ling  almoft  all  night  the  Pfalms  of  Davids 
When  midnight  approaches,  the  whole  afTembly 
fall  fl^t  upon  the  ground,  and  continue  for  fome 
time  in  that  pofture,  till  the  pandiare  and  catibe 
fliddenly  ftarting  up,  all  the  reft  follow  their  ex- 
ample, and  fkip  about  the  room.  The  people  are 
ferved  with  betel  and  drink,  by  50  perfons  chofen 
into  that  office,  which  is  efteemed  very  honour- 
able. When  the  night  is  almoft  over,  the  priefts 
leave  off  fmging,  and  fay  prayers ;  after  which 
they  all  go  to  the  middle  of  the  hall,  where  the 
table  ftands,  and  every  one  takes  a  plate  of  meat  1 
and  fome  aromatic  liquors,  which  they  carry  home 
and  highly  efteem. 

Upon  a  defign  of  marriage  they  addrefs  them- 
felves    to  the   pandiare  or  naybe,  who  takes  the 
man  by  the  hand,  and  aiks  if  he  is  willing  to  have 
fuch  a  woman  on  the  conditions  propofed  ;  and  ffie 
being  always  abfent,  he  queftions  her  parents  as 
to  their  confent.     If  they  all  agree,  the  woman  is 
brought,  and  he  marries  her,  and   calls  the  by- 
ftanders  to   witnefs.     The  whole  company  theri 
wait  upon  the  woman,  and  condu6l   her  to  her 
hufband's  houfe,  where  ffie  is  vifited  by  her  friends,,., 
who  are  entertained  with    feafting,    mufic,    and'! 
dancing.     The   new  married  man  makes  prefentsi 
to  the  king  and  great  lords,  and  the   bride  pays  - 
the  fame  compliments  to  the  queens  and  great  la- 
dies.    Both  alfo  make  prefents  to  their  relations. 
But  when  the  king  is  married,  inftead  of  giving,  he 
receives  prefents  from  his  fubje6ts,  as  cloth,  gar- 
ments, turbans,  fruit  and  flowers ;  and  all  thefe 
prefents,  which  amount  to  a  great  value,   belong 
to  the  new  mariied  queen.  A  man  may  have  three 
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wives  if  he  can  maintain  them,  but  not  more  ; 
and  if  all  three  live  in  one  ifland,  he  is  obliged  by 
law  to  beftow  as  many  nights  on  one  as  the  other. 
The  bridegroom  receives  no  dowry  with  his  wife, 
and  is  obliged  not  only  to  pay  the  expence  of  the 
nuptual  folemnity,  and  to  maintaip  her,  but  to 
fettle  a' jointure  upon  her,  equal  to  what  her  mO" 
ther  and  other  anceftors  had  ;  and  if  the  prieft  ap- 
prehends the  hufband  cannot  afford  fuch  a  jointure, 
he  refufes  to  marry  them,  though  both  parties  re- 
quire it.  However,  the  bride  may,  after  marriage, 
give  up  the  whole  or  part  of  the  jointure.  Though 
the  males  may  marry  when  they  pleafe,  a  female 
orphan  cannot  marry  till  (he  is  fifteen  years  of 
age:  but  if  the  girl's  father  be  living,  he  marries 
her  at  ten  or  eleven  to  the  firft  fuitor,  whether  old 
or  young,  provided  his  quality  be  in  fome  meafure 
fuitable  to  hers;  for  it  is  efteemed  a  great  fin  to 
keep  the  daughters  unmarried. 

Though  a  woman  cannot  part  from  herhufband 
without  his  confent,  a  man  may  divorce  his  wife  ; 
but,  if  (he  is  averfeto  the  feparation,  (lie  may  de- 
mand her  jointure:  this,  however,  is  reckoned 
mean,  and  is  feldom  pra61:ifed.  The  divorced  par- 
ties frequently   repent  of   their  feparation,  and 

'  marry  again  a  fecond,  third,  or  fourth  time  ; 
though  they  are  not  allowed  to  be  married  to  each 
other  after  the  third  divorce  :  but  they  elude  this 
Jaw,  by  getting  fome  profligate  people  to  marry 
the  divorced  woman,  and  lie  with  her  one  night 

i  without  touching  her,  after  which  he  quits  her 
before  witnedes,  and  fhe  is  then  married  again  to 
her  former  hulband.  When  death  deprives  a  wo- 
man of  herhufband,  (he  muft  mourn  four  months 
and  ten  days  before  (lie  can  marry  again :  but  if 
the  feparation  be  accomplilhed  by  divorce,  (he  is 
only  obliged  to  remain  three  months  fmgle. 

When  a  perfon  dies,  the  corpfe  is  wafhed  by 
\hoi'c  of  the  fame  fex,  who  buy  that  office  of  th^ 
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king,  and  are  paid  for  tlreir  fervice.  The  corpfc 
is  then  wrapped  up  in  cotton,  its  right  hand  placed 
upon  its  ear,  and  its  left  upon  its  thigh.  This 
done,  it  is  placed  upon  the  right  fide,  in  a  coffin 
of  candou  wood,  and  carried  to  the  burying  place 
by  fix  relations  and  friends,  attended  by  the  wo- 
men wafliers,  who  cry  and  howl  moft  hideoufly. 
Beiides  the  fix.  principal  mourners,  the  other  re- 
lations and  neighbours  are  prefent  without  invi- 
tation ;  and  in  their  walk  from  the  deceafed  per- 
fon's  houfe  to  the  grave^  they  fcatter  fnells  for  the 
benefit  of  the  poor,  difiribute  among  them  rice 
and  millet,  and  give  pieces  of  gold  and  filver  to  the 
priefl:,  in  proportion  to  the  circumftances  of  the  de- 
ceafed ;  which  he  dillributes  among  thofe  who  af- 
lift  in  praying  for  the  departed  perfon.  The  priefl; 
iings  continually  during  the  whole  ceremony  ;  and 
in  the  proceffion  a  perfon  of  qualit}^  fprinkles  the 
affiftants  with  water  drawn  from  fweet  flowers. 
The  grave  is  covered  with  a  large  piece  of  filk  or 
cotton,  which  upon  interment  goes  to  the  priefl; 
of  the  rnofque.  The  corpfe  is  laid  in  the  grave 
with  the  face  towards  Mahomet's  tomb,  and  tlien 
the  grave  is  filled  up  with  fine  white  fand  fprin- 
led  with  water.  The  ceremony  being  over,  the 
relations  entertain  all  the  company,  and  the  three? 
following  Fridays  they  pray  over  the  grave  ;  but 
the  priefls  fing,  eat,  and  pray  there  every  day  till 
after  the  third  Friday,  when  a  general  feaft  is  pre- 
pared for  the  relations,  friends,  and  priefts,  who 
pretend  that  the  foul  of  the  deceafed  is  then  con- 
veyed to  paradife.  The  feafi:  is  repeated  every 
year,  when  the  grave  is  perfumed  with  incenfe. 
It  is  furrounded  with  wooden  pales,  for  they  efi:eem 
the  walking  over  a  grave  a  great  fin  ;  and  have 
fuch  reverence  for  the  bones  of  the  dead,  that 
even  the  priefts  thcmfelvcs  dare  not  touch  them. 
If  a  great  lord  dies,  the  priefts  fing  for  him  a  whole 
year,  and  are  every  day  entertained  with  difl^ies  of 
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meat  and  betel  ;  but  if  the  king  or  queen  dies, 
the  ceremony  is  continued  till  the  death  of  the 
next  luccefTor. 

The  mourners  in  this  country  make  no  altera- 
tion in  their  habit :  they  only  go  bare-headed  to 
the  grave,  and  continue  lb  for  a  few  days  after  the' 
interment.  Thofe  who  die  fighting  with  perfons 
of  a  contrary  religion,  are  buried  without  any 
ceremony,  upon  the  fpot  where  they  fall,  and  be- 
ing efteemed  holy  and  happy,  neither  the  priclrs 
nor  their  friends  pray  for  them.  They  never 
tranfport  a  corpfe  from  one  ifland  to  another,  and 
even  the  king  iiimfelf  is  buried  where  he  happens 
to  die.  If  a  perfon  dies  at  lea,  they  wadi  the  body, 
and  put  it  into  a  coffin  ;  within  which  they  alfo 
put  lilver  according  to  his  circumflances,  with  a 
written  paper  mentioning  his  religion  ;  dcfiring 
thofe  who  meet  with  the  corpfe  to  take  the  money, 
and  give  it  a  handfome  buiial  :  after  which  they 
place  it  upon  a  float  of  candou  wood,  and  connnic 
it  to  the  waves. 

The  Maldives  produce  great  plenty  of  millet, 
and  of  another  fmail  grain  called  brinby,  which 
refemblcs  millet,  but  is  black  like  ra|)e-It'cd. 
Thefe  two  forts  of  grain  tlicy  low  and  rcaj)  twice 
a  year.  Of  the  meal  produced  by  grinding  thele 
feeds  they  make  pottage,  in  which  they  put  m  Ik 
of  cocoas  and  honey  :  and  alfb  make  it  into  rakrs 
and  fritters.  They  have  levjeral  Ibrts  oF  roots  that 
ferve  for  food,  particularly  a  kind  of  bread  fruit 
called  Nellpou,  which  grows  wild,  is  round,  and 
as  big  as  one's  two  lifts.  This  they  bruife  upon  a 
rough  ftone,  and  then  cxpofing  it  to  the  fun,  it 
turns  to  a  white  fort  of  niral,  that  cats  admirably 
Well  in  pottage  or  cakes.  They  have  alio  another 
root  called  alias,  that  grows  in  great  plenty,  and 
is  very  palatable.  This  is  fown  and  cidtivated, 
and  is  commonly  as  big  as  a  man's  thigh  :  it  is  of 
two  fpecics,  the  red,  and  white.     The  inhabitants 
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boil  it  feveral  ways,  and  make  it  their  principal 
food.  They  have  no  rice,  except  what  they  get 
from  the  continent ;  but  as  they  have  it  pretty 
cheap,  they  make  great  life  of  it. 

The  country  is  covered  with  woods  producing 
abundance  of  citrons,  pomegranates,  Indian-figs, 
that  are  a  moil  nourilhing  and  delicious  fruit,  and 
cocoas,  of  which  there  is  a  prodigious  plenty. 

It  is  very  remarkable,  that  though  all  the  thir- 
teen attolons  are  in  the  fame  climate,  and  all  ofj 
them  very  fertile,  yet  they  produce  fuch  different  j 
commodities,  that  the  people  in  one  cannot  live 
^vithout  what  is  found  in  the  other  ;  and  this  oc- 
caiions  the  neceffity  of  mutual  commerce.  The 
inhabitants  have  likewife  fo  divided  themfelves, 
as  to  render  this  ftill  more  necelfary ;  for  all  the 
weavers  live  in  one  ifland,  the  goldfmiths  in  an- 
other ;  and  fo  of  the  other  manufacturers.  But  to 
render  the  communication  eafy,  thefe  artificers 
have  little  boats,  built  high  on  the  fides,  in  which 
they  work,  fieep,  and  eat,  while  failing  from  one 
ifland  to  another  to  expofe  their  goods  for  fale ;  and 
fometimes  they  are  a  year  out,  before  they  return 
to  their  firfi;  habitations. 

Though  they  have  few  domeftic  poultry,  the 
have  prodigious  numbers  of  wild  fowl,  which  an 
fold  at  the  rate  of  a  penny  a-piece,  and  the  fam 
price  will  fetch  three  dozen  of  eggs.  They  hav 
alfo  great  plenty  of  wild  pigeons,  ducks,  rails, 
and  birds  refembling  fparrow- hawks.  The  crows/ 
which  are  very  numerous,  are  fo  bold  and  trouble- 
fome  as  to  take  things  out  of  their  houfes,  before 
the  people's  faces.  Their  bats  are  as  large  as  ra- 
vens, and  the  mufketoes  or  gnats  bite  more  feverely 
than  in  any  other  part  of  the  Indies. 

They  have  no  poilonous  animals  except  fnakes, 
pf  which  there  is  a  very  dangerous  fort  that  fre- 
quents the  fea^  but  they  are  moil  incommoded  by 
ratSj  dormice,  pifmires,  and  other  forts  of  vermin^ 
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which  over-run  all  the  hoiifes,  and  fpoil  their  pro- 
viiions,  fruit,  and  other  perifhable  commodities  ; 
on  which  account  they  build  granaries  and  ware- 
houfes  on  piles  or  llaices  in  the  fea,  at  thediftance 
of  two  or  three  hundred  paces  from  the  land  ;  and 
moft  of  the  king's  magazines  are  built  after  the 
fame  manner.  Cats,  polecats,  and  ferrets  are 
likewife  found  in  thefe  iflands  ;  but  there  are  no 
large  quadrupedes,  except  a  few  Iheep,  and  three 
or  lour  hundred  cows  or  bulls  in  the  ifland  of  Male, 
which  belong  to  the  king,  and  are  never  eat  but 
on  feftival  days  ;  thefe  being  imported  from  the 
continent.  They  have  no  dogs,  and  abhor  thera 
fo  much,  that  when  the  king  of  Portugal  fent  two 
as  a  prefent  to  the  king,  he  ordered  them  to  be 
immediately  drowned. 

The  fea  here  affords  plenty  of  all  forts  of  fifh. 
Fifhing  is  therefore  the  moft  conftant  exercifeof 
the  natives,  who  fry  their  iifh  in  the  oil  of  cocoas, 
or  boil  them  in  filt  water,  and  afterwards  dry 
them  for  keeping.  Hence  they  daily  fend  veflels 
loaded  with  fifli  to  Sumatra,  and  other  places. 
They  have  alfo  great  quantities  of  fmall  fliell  fifli 
called  cowries,  which  contain  a  little  creature  of 
thebignefs  of  the  end  of  one's  little  finger.  Thefe, 
however,  trifling  they  may  appear,  pafs  for  money 
at  Bengal  and  other  places  ;  and  our  author  fays, 
that  he  has  Ceen  thirty  or  forty  fliips  laden  with 
them,  without  any  other  commodity,  Thefe 
cowries  are  now  in  great  ufe  on  the  coafts  of  Africa, 
and  particularly  on  thofe  of  Guinea,  where  they 
are  called  bougies,  and  are  eiteemed  as  much  as 
gold  or  filver  ;  and  the  Englifh,  French,  and 
Dutch  difpofe  of  them  for  the  moft  valuable  com- 
modities. Formerly  about  j  2,000  pounds  weight 
of  cowries  would  purchafe  a  cargo  of  five  or  fix 
hundred  negroes;  but  now  the  market  is  raifed, 
and  tlic  proportion  between  man's  flelh  and  bau- 
'  blcs  fo  altered,  that  a  fliip-load»of  flaves  cannot  be 
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bought  for  lefs  than  twelve  or  fourteen  tons  oT 
rowries,  which  are  meafured  out  in  a  vefTel  that 
holds  about  108  pounds.  It  may  be  wondered  how 
tiie  demand  for  thefe  fhells  is  kept  up  :  to  account 
for  this  it  is  to  be  oblerved,  that  thefe,  like  gold 
and  liiver,  are  not  only  the  medium  of  commerce 
among  the  negroes,  but  a!fo  the  higheft  mark  of 
their  iinery,  they  wearing  them  ftrung  upon  hair, 
or  filk  either  in  fmgle  or  double  rows,  as  necklaces, 
collars^af^d  bracelets  ;  which  indeed  make  an  odd, 
but  no  diiagreeable  figure  upon  their  necks  and 
arms,  the  Ihowy  whitenefs  of  the  fliells  appearing 
to  great  advantage,  when  compared  to  their  jet- 
black  Ikins.  Thefe  Iheils  are  alfo  to  be  found  on 
the  coaft  of  the  Philippines;  but  they  are  much  in- 
ferior to  the  cowries  of  the  Maldives  in  whitenefs 
and  in  iuftre.  The  principal  mart  in  Europe  for 
cowries,  vulgarly  called  black  moor's  teeth,  is 
Amfterdam;  where  they  have  large  magazines  of 
them,  and  where  they  are  purchafed  both  by  the 
French  and  Englilh  merchants  for  the  convenience 
of  exporting  them  to  Africa. 

In  Ihortj  there  is  fuch  plenty  of  all  neceflaries, 
that  400  cocoas  coft  but  about  the  value  of  eighty 
pence :  the  fame  price  will  alfo  purchafe  500  ba- 
nanas, a  dozen  of  fowls,  300  weight  of  roots,  or 
100  large  fifh. 

In  fine,  there  is  no  part  of  the  Indies  where  a 
Granger  may  get  an  eltate  fo  foon  as  here,  for 
thefe  iflands  are  conveniently  fituated  for  trade ; 
but  this  plenty  renders  the  natives  negligent  and 
idle,  and  prevents  their  growing  rich. 

When  Mr.  De  Laval  had  been  about  four  years 
and  a  half  in  this  country,  the  news  arrived  that 
the  king  of  Bengal  was  preparing  to  invade  the: 
Maldives  with  a  fleet  of  fixteen  large  galleys.! 
This  was  in  the  beginning  of  February  1607.  Thej 
king  of  Male  no  foooner  received  this  intelligence, 
that  he  iilued  his  «rders  for  fitting  out  with  all 
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i  poffible  expedition  the  large  Ihips,  and  all!  the 
galieys,  barks,  and  velTels  in  hrs  dominions.  But 
before  this  could  be  accomplifhed,  the  enemy's 
fleet  appeared  in  fight;  upon  wliich  the  kingfud- 
denly  altered  liis  refolution,  and  refolved  to  fly  to 
the  fouthern  iflands,  in  hopes  of  finding  flieiter 
there,  till  he  couid  aifemble  a  force  fufficient  to  ex- 
pel the  invaders.  His  beft  goods  were  immediately 
embarked,  as  alfo  his  three  queens,  each  of  whom 
was  carried  by  a  gentleman  in  his  arms,  as  if  they 
had  been  children,  covered  with  veils  of  tafFety  of 
different  colours  ;  and  no  fooner  were  they  on 
board  than  the  king  followed  them,  leaving  his 
capital  altogether  defencelels,  and  the  ftreets  full 
of  women  crying,  and  lamenting  the  danger  to 
swhich  they  were  expofed. 

-  The  enemy  on  their  arrival  divided  their  forces, 
fending  eight  of  their  galleys  in  purfuit  of  the  king, 
with  whom  they  fpeedily  came  up,  engaged  his 
fmall  fleet,  and,  having  killed  that  unfortunate 
monarch,  made  themfelves  mailers  of  his  fliips, 
wives,  and  treafures. 

As  foon  as  thefe  people  landed  in  Male,  our 
author  furrendered  himfelf  to  them,  declaring  in. 
what  manner  he  came  thither,  and  that  he  had 
remained  prifoner  there  for  feveral  years.  As  foon 
as  they  knew  that  he  was  not  a  Portuguefe,  they 
treated  him  very  kindly.  The  conquerors  remain- 
ed about  ten  days  on  the  ifland,  during  which  they 
carried  on  board  the  veffels  all  the  plunder  of  the 
king's  |)alace,  particularly  120  pieces  of  cannon, 
and  then  prepared  for  their  departure,  leaving 
every  body  at  liberty  except  the  king's  brother-in 
law,  whom  they  carried  with  them,  and  our  au- 
thor, who  went  of  his  own  accord,  and  with  fome 
difliculty  got  to  Bengal,  where  he  iiad  leifure  to 
contrive  the  means  of  finding  a  paffage  to  Europe, 
VVhile  he  remained  at  Bengal,  the  mogul  de- 
clared war  againft  that  prince,  who  immediately 
VOL.  IV.  A  a 
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alTembled    aM  prodigious    army  to  oppofe   Kinl^' 
amounting,  as  our  author  was  informed,  to  feveral 
hundred   thoufand   men,  and  fome  thoufand  of 
armed  elephants  ;  and  he  now  found  an  opportu- 
nity of  withdrawing  to  the  coaft  of  Malabar,  from 
whence  he   proceeded  to  Calicut,  where   he  re- 
mained eight  months  waiting  for  a   Dutch  fliip  j ; 
but  finding  none  arrive   there,    he  travelled  to 
Cochin,  where  he  had  the  misfortune  to  be  im- 
prifoned  as  a  fpy.     However,  he  at  length  made 
his  efcape,  and  fled  to  Goa  ;  but  the  Portuguefe  I 
were  no  more  merciful  to  him  than  the  govern,- 
ment  of  Cochin  ;  he  was  again  thrown  into  pri- 1 
fon,    and   confined  with  feveral  Englifhmen  and  ; 
Hollanders,   till  by   means   of  the   Jefuits,  they 
were  all  fet  at   liberty ;    and  failing  to  Europe^ 
be   on  the    i5th  of  February  i6iiy   arrived  at 
Hochelle.  * 
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FOR      THE 


PISCOVERY  OF  A  NORTH-PrEST  PASSAGE  TO 
THE  SOUTH-SEA. 


giving  an  account  of  the  hardfliips  and  diftreffes  he  experienced 
'..from  the  time  he  failed  until  his  return  to  Briftol,  after  an 
^.bfence  of  eighteen  months. 


A. BOUT  the  year  1630,  feveral  of  tlie 
merchants  of  Briftol  formed  themfelvcs  into  a 
company,  for  difcovering  a  paflage  by  the  weft 
to  the  South-Sea,  and  thence  to  Japan;  and  as 
(japtain  James  had  been  employed  before  in  fome 
northern  voyages,  and  was  juftly  elleemed  both 
a  man  of  integrity,  and  an  old  experienced  failor, 
he  was  thought  the  litteft  perfon  in  the  kingdom 
for  attempting  this  long  wifhed  for  difcovery.  His 
majefty  king  Charles  I.  being  informed  of  this 
defign  by  Sir  Thomas  Rowc,  who  had  many 
years  before  been  fet  on  an  embafly  to  Indoftan, 
was  pleafed  to  make  known  his  approbation  of 
it,  and  to  confirm  the  choice  made  of  Captain 
James. 

Mr.  James  defired  only  a  lingle  (hip  of  feventy 
t.ons  burden,  which  was  built  for  this  voyage. 
This  vefTel  bein^  manned  by  twenty-two  men^  and 
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furnifhed  wittl  proviiions  and  other  riecefiTarles 
for  eighteen  months,  fell  down  Briftol  channel 
on  the  3d  of  May,  1631  ;  but  meeting  with  a 
contrary  wind,  was  obliged  on  the  8th  to  put  into 
Milford  Haven,  where  Ihe  remained  till  the  17th, 
when  taking  the  advantage  of  a  fair  wind,  Mn 
James  again  fet  fail,  and  on  the  4th  of  June  came 
within  fight  of  Greenland. 

Early  the  next  morning  the  Hiip  was  cncom-. 
paiFed  with  ice,  and  the  men  endeavouring  to 
clear  themfelves  of  it,  were  the  more  engaged, 
and  the  fhip  endangered  by  frequently  ftriking 
upon  it.  They,  however,  made  fa  ft  to  a  large 
piece,  and  with  poles  laboured  day  and  night  in 
repelling  the  repeated  attacks  of  the  others;  in 
which  employment  all  their  poles  were  broken, 
'  On  the  6th  the  danger  increafed,  prodigious  pieces 
of  ice  coming  down  upon  the  fhip  with  fuch 
violence,  that  H^e  was  in  danger  of  being  crulhed 
to  pieces  ;  but  by  fpreading  her  fails,  fhe  efcaped 
this  danger,  yet  ran  upon  another  piece  of  ici 
with  fuch  force  that  the  captain  was  for  a  moment 
in  doubt,  whether  fhe  was  not  ftaved  to  pieces ; 
and,  indeed,  this  was  actually  the  cafe  with  the 
fliailop.  Capt.  James  now  caufed  the  long-boat' 
to  be  hoifted  out,  by  which  the  broken  (liallop 
was  recovered  and  brought  upon  the  deck;  the 
captain  intending  to  rebuild  her  the  firft  oppor?, 
tunity.  All  that  day  it  blew  a  perfe6f;  fiorm,  an4; 
it  was  not  without  very  great  difficulty, /that  he 
ibrced  his  way  through  thefe  dangerous: impedi- 
ments, by  making  all  the  fail  poffible ;  and, 
though  the  fliip  was  beat  againft  the  ice,  thofe  on 
board,  to  their  great  furprife  ai!d  joy,  brought 
her  off  without  the  lead  damage.  On  the  yth 
and  8th  they  endeavoured  to  double  Cape  Fare- 
well. On  the  loth,  the  lea  near  the  fouthermoft 
point  of  Greenland  being  very  rough,  and  foir.g 
piec?;s  of  ice  fwimming  in  fights,  higher  than  the 
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ftiain-top-maft-head,  the  long-boat  broke  from 
the  ftern,  and  was  with  difficulty  recovered  and 
brought  into  the  (hip.  About  eight  in  the  even- 
ing, they  were  off  Cape  Refolution,  in  60°.  north 
lat.  In  this  courfe  they  received  many  Ihocks 
from  the  mountains  of  ice:  the  fea  was  filled  with 
grampulfes,  and  the  weather  was  foggy. 

On  the  17th  at  night  the  weather  was  dark, 
foggy,  and  fo  (harp,  that  the  fails  and  rigging 
were  frozen  ;  at  the  fame  time,  from  the  hideous 
noife  made  by  the  waves,  they  judged  themfelves 
nigh  the  iliore,  but  in  the  morning  they  found 
it  was  no  more  tlian  a  piece  of  ice,  and  at  the 
fame  time  they  perceived  the  Ifland  of  Refohition 
in  the  mouth  of  Hudfon's  Streights,  and  endea- 
voured to  double  the  fouthern  point,  where  they 
obferved  the  tide  run  with  great  fwiftnefs  into  the 
ftreight,  and  that  the  ebb  was  equally  ftrong  with 
the  flood.  As  the  fog  cleared  up,  they  faw  that 
the  ftreight  was  filled  with  ice  clofe  wedged  toge- 
ther, when  endeavouring  to  proceed  forwards, 
they  were  faft  inclofed,  and  driven  to  and  fro  with 
it.  The  tog  was  here  fo  penetrating,  as  to  render 
■j  the  compalles  ufelefs. 

On  the  morning  of  the  20th,  they  had  doubled 
the  fouthermoft  point  of  the  Ifland  of  Refolution, 
when  the  wind  turning  about  to  the  weft,  drove 
both  them  and  the  ice  towards  tliC  land,  within 
two  leagues  of  which  they  came  into  a  Itrong  eddy 
of  the  lea,  that  whirled  both  the  (hip  and  the  ice 
about  in  a  furprizing  manner.  Prodigious  pieces 
were  aground  in  forty  fathoms  water,  and  the  ebb 
ruftiing  from  the  broken  grounds  of  the  ifland, 
carried  them  round  fometimes  clofe  by  rocks,  and 
at  others  ih  near  to  thefe  lofty  ifiands  of  ice,  that 
they  were  afraid  they  would  fall  upon  them.  To 
prevent  their  being  driven  on  fliore,  they  hiflencd 
two  large  pieces  of  ice  to  the  fides  of  the  fliip  with 
their  kedger  and  grapnels  ;  thcfc  pieccb  drew  nine 
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or  ten  fathoms^and  thefe  they  imagined  would  bg 
gground  before  them,  if  they  ihould  happen   to 
be  driven  on  fhore.     But  this   expedient  not  ap- 
pearing fufficient  to  fecure  the  vellel,  the  boat  was 
boifted  out  in  fear ch  of  a  place  of  fafety  among  the 
rocks.     But  flie  was  inllantly  inclofed,   and  the 
men  were  obliged  to  haul  her  upon  the  ice,  to  pre- 
vent her  being  dalhcd  to  pieces,  and  to  drag  her 
from  piece  to  piece.     In  the  mean  time,  the  >vhirl- 
ing  of  the  ice  broke  the  two  floating  pieces  from 
the  fides  of  the  iliip,  and  the  kedger  and  grapnels 
were  carried  away.     They  then  made  figns  for  the 
boat;  to  return,  which  fhe  with  gre^at  difficulty  per- 
formed, and  in  the  mean  time  they  recovered  their 
grapnels.     The  boat  was,  however,  manned  anew, 
and  with  difficulty  recovered  the  kedger.     It  was 
with  extraordinary  joy  they  faw  her  return;  for 
having  dropped  anchor  in  a  fliallow  rocky  bottom, 
they  had  loft  light  of  her,  and  fuppofed  llie  was  un- 
fortunately funk  with  one  third  of  the  crew.    The 
fnip  had  now  only  three  fathoms  water,  and  lay- 
under  the  Ihelter  of  a  large  piece  of  ice  th^t  was 
a-ground,  and  kept  oiFthe  floating  ice,  that  would 
otherwife  have  driven  upon  her  :   but  at  the  returij, 
of  the  tide  was  aflaulted  with   pieces,  that  every 
half  hour  threw  the  men  into  the  greateft  dillrefs,.v 
and    obliged   them  to  work  continually   to   keep- 
them  off.     At  high    water  the  great  piece  of  ice 
that  was  their  buckler  was  a  float  ;  and,  notwith-f 
Handing  all  their  endeavours  to  flop  it,  got  aw-ay* 
fiom  them,  and   left  them  in   imminent  danger 
from   the  ice  that  drove  in   upon  them  ;  but  gt 
the  return   of  ebb,  this  large  piece   came   again 
f;-groiind,  in  fo  favourable  a  manner,  as  to  fhelter 
them  all  the  reft   of  the  ebb.     All   night  they, 
v/orked  hard  in  ftiifting  their  cables  and  hawfers, 
and  making  them  faft  aloft  to  the  rocks,  that  the: 
ice  might  the  better  pais  uiider  them  ;   but  all  day 
aiid  night  it  fnoy.cd  hai'd,  and  blew  a  ftOrm  at. 
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IH^eft,  which  drove  in  the  ice  out  of  the  fea  upon 
them  ;  in  oppofing  which  the  hook  of  the  kedgeri 
two  arms  of  the  grapnels,  and  two  hawfers,  were: 
-broken,  and  the  Ihallop  was  much  bruifed.  This 
tide  the  harbour  was  choaked  up  with  ice,  in  fuch 
a  manner,  that  it  feemed  firm  and  immoveable  ; 
but,  at  ebb,  fome  large  pieces  came  a-groundj 
altered  the  courfe  of  the  other  ice,  and  put  the 
ihip  on  the  rocks. 

-  The  following  tide  the  ihip  was  driven  upon 
a.  iharp  rock,  a  part  of  which  arofe  above  the 
water,  heigher  than  the  main-maft;  and  as  the 
water  ebbed,  fhe  heeled  fo  much  to  the  fea-ward, 
that  there  was  no  Handing  in  her;  and  as  it  was 
apprehended  that  (he  would  foon  overfet,  the  men 
got  upon  a  piece  of  ice,  and  went  to  prayers  ;  but 
at  the  coming  of  the  tide,  flie  began  unexpe61:edly 
to  come  to  rights,  and  they  foon,  to  their  great 
joy,  faw  her  afloat.  They  now  worked  hard  to 
change  their  fituation,  and  to  have  as  much  of 
.the  ice  as  they  could  between  them  and  the  rocks. 
For  this  purpofe,  they  with  axes  and  bars  of  iron 
"broke  the  corners  of  the  ice,  to  make  way  for  its 
pafling  by  them,  and  to  get  as  much  of  the  fofter 
kind  of  ice  about  them  as  poflible.  Capt.  James 
;now  went  on  fhore,  which  he  could  eafily  do,  the 
ice  joining  fo  as  to  form  a  continued  footing  to 
*  the  land  ;  and  having  ere^ied  a  beacon  oF  ftones, 
lie  placed  a  crofsupon  it,  and  named  it  **  The  har- 
bour of  God's  Providence."  At  low  water  thofe 
])ieces  that  were  a-ground  broke,  with  thundering 
noife. 
I  On  the  23d,  in  the  morning,  the  ice  drove  up 
f  t'ith  the  flood  among  the  broken  grounds  ;  and 
with  the  ebb  flowed  all  out,  except  a  large  piecei 
that  came  a-ground  and  fettled  near  the  fhip. 
Captain  James  then  took  the  boat,  and  went  aftiore 
on  the  641(1  fide  of  the  ifland,  and  having  climbed 
tip  a  hill,  to  fee  if  he  could   defcry  any  place  free 
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from  danger  to^Wbich  he  might  fteer  the  Ihip,  he 
obferved  one  that  feemed  likely  to  anfwer  his  piir- 
pofe ;  but  while  he  was  viewing  it,  he  heard  the 
great  piece  ofice  fplit  near  the  fhip  in  four  pieces. 
This  made  him  apprehend  the  deftru6^ion  of  the 
velfel  ;  on  which  he  hailed  to  the  boat,  and  thence 
to  the  fhip,  when,  to  his  great  jo}',  he  found  (he 
had  received  no  damage.  He  now  fent  the  boat 
into  the  cove  he  had  difcovered,  and  at  her  return 
immoored  the  (hip,  and  with  all  poflible  fpeed 
warped  her  away  from  the  ice  ;  but  they  had  not 
gone  a  mile  from  it  before  it  broke  all  to  pieces  in, 
fuch  a  manner,  that  ail  on  board  were  certain  the 
ihip  would  have  funk  had  Ihe  continued  a  little 
longer  in  her  former  ftation.  ^ 

Having  entered  the  cove,  they  made  the  fhip 
faft  to  the  rocks,  which  being  done.  Captain 
James  went  again  on  (hore  to  fee  what  he  could 
difcover.  He  found  it  all  broken  rocky  ground, 
■without  fo  much  as  a  tree,  herb,  or  blade  of  grafs 
upon  it.  As  the  ponds  were  ftill  frozen,  no  fowls, 
were  as  yet  to  be  expe6fed,  and  there  was  no  figH' 
of  either  deer  or  bears.  However,  he  faw  one  or 
two  foxes  ;  and  from  a  few  fire-brands,  bones  of 
foxes,  and  whale  bones,  it  appeared  that  fome  of 
the  lavages  had  been  there  fome  time  before;  yet 
it  was  not  eafy  to  imagine  what  could  have  invited 
them  thither,  as  the  foil  was  entirely  barren,  and 
the  fea,  at  leaft  at  that  time,  void  of  fi(h.  The 
captain  called  this  Price's  cove,  from  the  name  of 
the  mailer  of  the  Ihip.  It  is  in  latitude  61^.  24'. 
and  from  the  high  grounds  they  could  fee  Sir  Tho- 
mas Button's  iflands. 

A  frefli  gale  fpringing  up  at  the  eaft  on  the  24tJ*  I 
in  the  morning,  they  lleeied  between  great  pieces 
of  ice  that  where  aground  in  40  fathoms,  and 
twice  as  high  as  the  top-maft-head,  when  failing 
out  of  the  cove,  he  endeavoured  to  gain  the  north 
Uvovc  ;  but  though  for  the  fpace  of  a  league  they 
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had  clear  water^  the  ice  was  wedged  together  in 
the  offing  as  thick  as  poffible,  ana  notwithftand- 
ing  it  continued  blowing  hard  from  the  eaft,  they 
could  make  no  way  through  it,  the  ice  grating 
with  fuch  violence,  that  it  was  apprehended  it 
"would  wrench  the  planks  from  the  (hip's  fides. 
Thus  they  continued  driving  among  the  ice  till 
the  25th,  without  their  being  able,  even  from  the 
top.maft-head,  to  difcern  fo  much  open  fea  as 
amounted  to  half  a  quarter  of  a  mile ;  but  then 
the  weather  clearing  up,  they  had  calm  fun-lhine  : 
yet  the  nights  ftill  continued  fo  cold  that  their  rig- 
ging froze.  They  continued  failing  till  the  4th  of 
July  through  thefe  obftru6tions,  with  variable 
winds  and  fogs,  and  fometimes  a  calm,  when  hav- 
ing clear  weather,  they  obferved  Salifbury  illand, 
and  foon  after  Prince  Charles's  cape  and  Mill 
ifland :  but  the  fea  to  the  north-north-weft,  and 
indeed  all  around  them,  appeared  incumbered  with 
ice,  which  gave  captain  James  much  concern,  from 
his  finding  it  impoffible  that  year  to  profecute  the 
difcovery,  as  he  intended  to  the  north-weftward. 
The  (hip  was  ftill  in  the  greateft  danger,  and  the 
people  on  board  where  a  thoufand  times  under  the 
apprehenlions  of  her  being  beaten  to  pieces. 

Hudfon's  Streights  beginning  at  the  ifland  of 
Refolution,  and  ending  at  Digg's  Ifland,  are  about 
120  leagues  long.  In  the  entrance  they  are  gene- 
rally about  15  leagues  broad,  and  between  Digg's 
Ifland  and  Cape  Charles  are  about  the  breadth  of 
20  leagues.  The  north  fliore  is  thelUaighteft  and 
cleareft  from  ice,  but  there  are  many  fmall  low 
iflands  on  its  coaft.  Here  is  a  certain  tide,  but 
no  current. 

Captain  James  being  now  convinced  of  the  im- 
poflibility  of  doing  any  thing  to  the  north-weft- 
ward, fteered  on  the  i6th  weft-fouth-weft  towards 
Mansfield  ifland,  which  at  three  in  the  afternoon 
of  the  enfuing  day  he  gained  fight  of,  the  ftiip  re- 
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ceiving  in  her  «fHirfe  many  dreadful  Ihocks  from 
the  ice.  Here  the  crew  were  put  to  half  allowance 
of  bread.  In  the  evening  (he  came  to  an  anchor^ 
uhen  fending  the  boats  to  found,  it  was  found  that 
water  flowed  from  the  weft-fouth-weft,  and  the 
highell:  tides,  as  far  a  could  be  perceived,  had  not 
fweiled  above  two  fathoms.  The  Ihip  flood  off 
and  on  a  good  way  down,  but  could  find  little  ot 
no  drift-wood  or  beails  on  the  i{land,nor  any  thing 
iifeful,  except  a  few  fowls,  one  of  which  they  fnot. 
Mansfield  ifland  is  low  land,  and  has  ponds  of  frelh 
water,  but  no  grafs,  it  being  entirely  barren. 

The  wind  becoming  favourable  on  the  i8th^ 
they  fet  fail,  intending  to  fall  in  with  the  weftern 
land,  but  after  fleering  for  a  fliort  time,  through 
what  they  began  to  hope  was  an  open  fea,  they 
came  to  a  firm  range  of  ice  ;  upon  this  they  flood 
to  the  fouth-weft  ;  but  at  length  fell  in  with  thick 
frozen  ruts,  in  which  they  were  fometimes  fait 
locked  up,  and  at  others  were  able  to  proceed  for-* 
ward  by  the  help  of  the  wind,  generally  fuffering 
the  inconvenience  of  a  very  thick  fog.  At  length 
they  were  inclofed  with  ice  for  three  days  together, 
and  notwithftanding  they  hoifted  all  their  fails, 
and  it  blew  a  hard  gale  of  wind,  the  (hip  ftirred 
no  .more  than  if  flie  had  been  in  a  dry  dock  :  the| 
crew  therefore  went  all  out  upon  the  ice  to  fport' 
2nd  a'ecreate  themfelves  ;  when  fome  of  the  flat 
pieces  being  meafured  were  found  to  be  looo  paces 
long. 

This  was  the  fir  ft  day  in  which  the  men  began 
to  murmur,  thinking  it  impoffible  to  get  either 
forwards  or  backwards,  and  dreading  left  they 
fnoiild  not  be  able  to  land  in  order  to  fpend  the 
winter.  The  captain  encouraged  them  as  much  as 
he  was  able,  and  to  chafe  away  their  apprehenfions, 
made  them  drink  a  health  to  his  majefty  on  the 
ice,  the  Ihip  flill  continuing  under  all  her  fails, 
without  a  fingle  man  on  board.   The  captain  himi 
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j  felf  faw  the  juftice  of  their  fears,  and  apprehending 
that  they  Ihould  be  frozen  up  in  the  fea,  ordered 
that  a  fire  fhould  be  made  but  once  a  day,  and 
that  with  only  a  certain  number  of  faggots,  which 
the  fteward  was  to  deliver  to  the  cook  by  tale,  in 

I  order  to  prolong  the  fuel. 

I  On  the  fir  ft  of  Auguft  they  perceived  the  ice  to 
heave  and  fet  a  little,  occafioned  by  a  fwelling 
fea  that  came  from  the  fouth-weft,  which  gave 
them  great  comfort,  as  it  made  them  hope  they 
ihould  foon  get  out  of  the  ice.  On  the  third,  they 
obferved  a  little  open  water  to  the  north-weftward, 
and  feeling  a  fea  flow  from  thence,  were  perfuad- 
ed  of  their  being  an  open  fea  to  the  weft  ward.  On 
the  fifth,  they  faw  the  fea  clear,  but  could  by  no 
3neans  work  themfelves  to  it  with  their  fails  ; 
therefore  about  fix  in  the  evening  they  let  liill  an 
anchor  in  fifty  fathoms  water,  and  ftood  with  their 
poles  and  oars  to  pufh  off  the  ice  to  the  leeward,  at 
which  labour  they  continued  all  night.  In  the 
morning  the  wind  coming  up  at  north-weft  they 
weighed  with  much  joy,  and  foon  got  into  an  open 
fea  to  thefouthward  in  latitude  58^^.  28'.  On  the 
nth,  they  entered  the  bay  called  Hubbart's  Hope, 
and  in  the  night  came  to  an  anchor  with  thekca- 
ger;  but  afterwards  attempting  to  weigh,  had  the 
misfortune  to  lofeit,  though  they  had  not  another 
on  board.  They  then  proceeded  to  the  fouthward, 
and  on  the  13th  in  the  afternoon,  when  it  was 
fomewhat  hazy,  faw  fome  breakers  a -head,  and 
endeavouring  to  get  clear  of  them,  fuddenly  ftrucic 
upon  the  rocks;  the  (liip  being  under  her  top  fails, 
fore-fail,  and  fprit-fail,  with  a  frclh  gale  of  wind. 
Upon  this  dreadful  accident,  they  immediately 
ftruckall  their  fails,  and  having  providentially  two 
or  three  good  fwelling  feas,  which  heaved  them 
over  the  rocks,  they  caft  anchor,  and  foon  found 
that  the  fliip  had  received  no  dam;]ge,  tliough  flie 
had  three  fuch  terrible   blows,  that  all  on  beard 
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thought  her  mS!ts  would  have  fhivered  to  pieces, 
and  that  fhe  was  certainly  bulged. 

On  the  20th  they  came  to  an  anchor  of  a  point 
of  land  bending  away  to  the  fouthward.  They* 
called  this  the  New  Principality  of  South  Wales, 
and  drank  to  the  health  of  Charles  then  prince  of 
Wales.  At  this  time  the  weather  was  calm,  but 
on  the  2 1  ft  at  night  the  wind  rofe,  and  the  ftiip 
drove  in  fuch  a  manner,  as  made  them  imagine 
they  had  loft  their  anchor,  upon  which  they  at- 
tempted to  weigh  it  by  means  of  the  capftan,  in 
doing  which  they  found  it  had  hitched,  and  upon 
the  chopping  of  the  fea,  threw  the  men  with  fuch. 
force  from  the  capftan,  that  they  were  dreadfully 
"bruifed,  and  one  of  them  had  like  to  have  loft  his 
head,  by  its  being  entangled  in  the  cable.  Mr. 
Price,  the  mafter,  narrowly  avoided  breaking  his 
leg,  and  the  gunner's  foot  was  wrung  oft  at  the 
ancle  ;  the  flefti  of  his  leg  was  alfo  torn  off,  and 
the  bone  cruflied  to  pieces,  fo  that  he  was  forced 
to  have  his  whole  leg  cut  off  above  the  knee,  to 
prevent  a  mortification. 

On  the  27th  in  the  morning  coming  to  a  high 
land,  they  ftood  towards  it,  and  came  to  an  anchor 
in  five  fathoms  water,  when  Captain  James  fent 
offthe  boat  well  manned  and  armed,  with  written 
inftru6tions,  and  a  ftri^i  charge  to  return  before 
fun-fet ;  but  the  evening  came  without  his  hearing 
any  news  of  the  boat,  which  gave  him  great  un- 
ealinefs,  efpecially  when  he  found  that  his  fliot 
and  falfe  fires  were  fpent  in  vain,  whence  he  fup- 
pofed  that  flie  was  either  loft,  or  that  the  people  in 
her  had  fallen  a  prey  to  thefavages ;  and  this  he 
had  the  greater  reafon  to  fear,  as  there  was  a  fire 
upon  the  fhore,  though  no  returns  were  made  to 
his  falfe  fires.  The  profpedt  of  thofe  on  board  the 
Ihip  was  now  very  dreadful,  for  they  had  not 
fufficient  hands  to  weigh  the  anchor  or  manage; 
the  fails  :  tut  at  length,  to  the  inexprefiible  joy  qf 
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all  on  board,  the  boat  returned,  when  the  men 
excufed  themfelves,  by  declaring,  that  upon  their 
Coming  alhore,  a  fudden  ebb  had  obliged  them  to 
V^ait  the  return  of  the  tide.     They  reported  that 

I  they  had  difcovered  the  tradls  of  deer  and  bears, 
and  faw  many  fowls,  of  which   they   had   killed 

I  fome :  that  a  confiderable  quantity  of  wood  was 
''  growing  on  the  land,  and  that  a  good  deal  was 
thrown  on  Ihore  by  the  waves,  but  they  could 
difcern  no  lign  of  inhabitants. 
•  On  the  29th  in  the  morning  a  (hip  was  difcovered 
about  four  leagues  to  the  leeward,  which  proved 
to  be  a  king's  fliip,  commandfd  by  Captain  Fox, 
who  exchanged  the  ufual  falutes  with  them.  That 
evening  Mr.  James  fent  his  boat  aboard  of  her, 
and  the  next  morning  the  captain  and  fome  of  his 
officers  paid  Mr.  James  a  vifit,  and  were  received 
in  the  beft  manner  hiscircumftances  would  permit. 
He  ftaid  aboard  the  (hip  till  the  evening,  and  the 
next  morning  (lood  away  to  the  fouth  Ibuth-weft. 
The  month  of  Aiiguft  concluded  with  fnow  and 
hail,  and  the  weather  was  as  fevcre  as  it  is  com- 
monly in  England  in  the  depth  of  winter. 

On  the  third  of  September  they  flood  in  for  the 
ihore,  and  arriving  at  the  cape,  named  it  Henrietta 
Maria,  from  her  majefty's  name.  On  the  fourth 
they  had  a  violent  ftorm  ;  but  though  at  noon  the 
weather  cleared  up,  yet  in  the  evening  there  came 
a  great  rolling  fea  from  the  north  north-caft,  with 
a  very  high  wind  from  the  (buth-eaft,  and  a  molt 
dreadful  tempeft  of  wind,  lightning,  (how,  and 
rain,  continued  all  night.  The  (ca,  which  ran 
mountains  high,  walhed  over  the  deck,  poured 
into  the  hold,  and  made  its  way  into  the  bread 
room,  where  it  fpoilcd  almoft  ail  the  provifions. 
This  dreadful  hurricane  continued  till  the  fifth  in 
the  evening,  with  fuch  violence,  that  they  had  the 
greatelt  difficulty  to  keep  every  thing  laft  in  the 
hold. 
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On  the  lothHhey  made  an  ifland  about  eight 
or  nine  leagues  long,  in  latitude  53*^.  5'.  which 
the  captain  named  Lord  Weft  on 's  Ifland  ;  aftei 
which  they  ftood  to  the  eaftward,  and  on  the  nth 
made  an  ifland  in  52^.  45'.  upon  which  the  captain 
■went  on  fliore  in  his  boat,  and  afterwards  fent 
fpme  of  the  men  to  another  part  of  it ;  but  neither 
he  nor  they  could  find  any  vegetables^  or  fo  much 
as  a  little  forrel,  fcurvy-grafs,  or  the  leafl:  relief 
for  the  fick  men. 

On  the  12th  in  the  morning  the  wind  blowing 
hard  at  fouth-eaft,  the  fiiip,  through  the  negligence 
of  thofe  on  the  deck,  ran  upon  the  rocks,  and  a 
"wretk  feeming  inevitable,  the  carpenters  tools,  a 
barrel  of  powder,  fix  mufquets,  fifliing- hooks,  lines,- 
pitch  and  oakum,  with  a  tinder-box  and  matches, 
were  fent  on  fiiore.  In  the  mean  time  they  laid 
out  an  anchor  to  heave  the  fliip  allern,  threw  out 
all  the  coals,  ftaved  the  water  in  the  hold,  and 
fet  the  pump  at  work  in  order  to  lighten  the 
fhip,  intended  to  have  done  the  fame  with  the 
beer ;  but  at  length,  after  continuing  five  hours 
ftriking  in  the  moft  dreadful  manner,  ihe  got  over  | 
the  rocks  in  a  very  leaky  condition. 

On  the  13th  they  fi:ood  to  the  weftward,  but 
there  being  no  anchorage  ground  that  promifed 
fafety,  it  was  refoived  to  fleer  to  the  northward, 
towards  the  bottom  of  Hudfon's  Bay,  in  order  to: 
fearch  for  a  pafTage  into  the  river  of  Canada,  and 
if  that  failed,  to  winter  on  the  main  land,  which; 
vv'ould  be  preferable  to  their  being  placed  among' 
the  rocks  and  illands. 

In  the  evening  of  the  14th  a  ftorm  arofe,  when 
the  fliallop  being  towed  a-ftern,  Ihipped  a  great 
fea,  and  was  funk  with  the  keel  upwards,  fo  that 
ll"ie  was  inevitably  loft.  The  fliip  had  now  only' 
one  boat  left,  and  that  in  a  crazy  condition.  The" 
ftorm  continuing  all  night  with  an  over-grown* 
fea,  they  began  to  prepare  for  death ;  but  aboutr 
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Boon  the  next  day  the  weather  cleared  up,  when 
they  faw  two  iflands,  and  running  into  an  opening 
between  them,  found  a  good  anchoring  place, 
one  lide  of  which  was  formed  by  Lord  Wefton's 
lHand.  Here  they  remained  till  the  19th,  during 
which  it  fnowed  and  blew  fo  violently^  that  they 
durft  not  put  out  their  boat. 

On  the  19th  the  wind  fhifting  to  the  north  north- 
eaft,  they  weighed  and  ftood  to  the  fouthward  ; 
hut  about  noon  the  wind  turning  to  the  fouth,  they 
came  to  an  anchor  under  another  ifland,  upon 
which  the  captain  went  afl"vore,  and  named  it  the 
Earl  of  Briftol's  Ifland.  While  the  captain  wan- 
dered about,  the  carpenter  repaired  the  boat.  The 
ifland  was  fo  barren,  that  there  was  not  any  herb 
upon  it,  and  Mr.  James  finding  neither  fowl  nor 
fifti,  returned  to  the  Ihip,  and  after  fleering  about 
and  frequently  landing,  at  laft  came  to  Charlton 
Ifland,  where  they  were  on  the  7th  of  October, 
when  it  fnowed  fo  violently,  that  they  were  forced 
to  clear  the  deck  with  fliovels,  and  the  fnow  freez- 
ing over  all  parts  of  the  (hip,  made  her  referable  a 
lump  of  ice;  and  though  the  fun  fhone  out  the 
following  day,  it  had  not  the  flighteft  efFeft  upon 
it.  The  cold  now  encreafed  to  fuch  a  degree,  that 
fcarcely  any  thing  could  be  prelervcd  from  freezing 
even  by  the  fire-lide,  and  the  fails  being  ftifl^",  and 
covered  with  ice,  wereofnoufe.  The  boat  with 
great  difficulty  went  on  Ihore,  and  the  captain 
feeing  the  winter  come  on  fo  fail,  fent  the  carpen- 
ter to  cut  wood,  and  others  to  carry  it  to  the 
water  fide,  whilft  thofe  in  the  boat  brought  it  on 
board. 

The  men  having  brought  as  much  wood  on 
board  as  could  be  conveniently  (lowed,  the  lick 
men  delired  to  have  a  little  houfe  or  hovel  built 
onfliore,  wherein  they  might  be  better  Iheltered 
from  the  weather,  in  order  to  recover  their  health. 
Upon  which  Mr.  James  took  the  carpenter  and 
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other  proper  pcrfons,  and  having  chofen  a  place, 
they  were  immediately  fet  to  vvork.  In  the  mean 
time  Captain  James,  with  fome  attendants,  ranged 
theifland  in  fearch  of  inhabitants,  but  found  none, 
and  returned  much  fatigued,  the  fnow  reachnig 
up  to  the  middle  of  then-  legs.  The  failors  now 
took  down  the  top  fails,  and  making  great  iires^ 
upon  the  hearth  in  the  hatchway,  thawed  and 
dried  them,  and  then  carefully  laid  them  up  be-ii 
tween  decks. 

On  the  i2th  the  main-fail  was  taken  down  and 
being  thawed  by  the  fire  was  carried  on  Ihore  to 
cover  the  new  eredted  houfe. 

On  the  14th,  fome  of  the  men  being  fupplied 
with  ammunition,  went  early  in  the  morning  to 
traverfe  in  the  country,  and  fearch  for  fome  creek, 
or  cove  for  the  Ihip,  and  on  tlic  15th  returned 
■with  a  fmall  lean  deer,  which  they  had  cut  into 
four  quarters.  They  reported  that  they  had  feen 
a  few  more,  but  no  lign  of  any  other  beaft,  though 
they  had  wandered  twenty  miles,  and  brought  the 
deer  above  twelve.  In  this  excurfion  they  lay  in 
the  woods,  where  they  were  almoft  perifhed  with 
cold,  nor  could  they  recover  themfelves  in  three 
or  four  days  after. 

On  the  19th  the  lieutenant  and  five  more  of  the 
men  deli  red  leave  to  try  their  fortune  in  travelling 
about  the  ifland  ;  but  though  they  wandered  very 
far  in  the  fnow,  ftaid  out  all  night,  and  returned 
miferably  difabled  with  cold,  they  took  nothing:- 
and  what  was  ftill  worfe,  loft  one  of  their  company: 
for  John  Barton,  the  gunner's  mate,  being  verjr 
weary  attempted  to  crols  a  pond,  that  was  a  quar- 
ter of  a  mile  over,  to  lave  himfelf  the  trouble  of; 
going  round  ;  but  when  he  was  in  the  middle,  the 
ice  broke,  clofed  upon  him,  and  he  was  never  feen 
more. 

It  nov/  began  to  blow  and  fnowfo  hard  that  the  J 
boat  could  hardly  get  on  lliore,  and  the  men  were 
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obliged  to  land  from  it  by  wading  in  thethick  con- 
gealed water;  and  a  barrel  of  beer  being' landed, 
froze  firmly  in  the  houfe  in  one  night;  but  being 
thawed  in  a  kettle  over  the  fire^  was  good  for  no- 
thing. Thofe  on  fhore  then  broke  the  ice  of  a 
neighbouring  pond  to  come  at  water,  but  it  having 
a  loathfame  fmell,  orders  were  given  for  none  to 
touch  it,  left  it  fhould  be  infe(5lious.  This  difap- 
pointment  induced  them  to  fink  a  well  near  the 
houfe,  where  they  found  excellent  water,  which 
in  their  opinion  tailed  like  milk.  On  the  loth 
the  captain  fet  the  carpenter  to  work  to  make  a 
boat  that  might  be  carried  over  the  ice,  and  ufed. 
wherever  there  v/as  water  ;  the  captain  alfo  order- 
ed the  men  to  make  traps  to  catch  foxes,  many 
of  which  were  daily  feen  ;  fome  were  black  and 
white,  whence  it  was  concluded  that  there  were 
fome  entirely  black,  whofe  fltins  the  captain  told 
the  men  were  of  great  value,  and  promifed  that 
I  whoever  took  one  of  them  lliould  have  his  (kin  for 
I  bis  reward.  Upon  this  they  made  feveral  traps, 
I  and  walked  through  the  fnow,  vvhich  was  very  deep, 
'  to  place  them  in  the  woods.  The  fame  day  the 
caotain  took  the  latitude  of  the  ifland,  which  he 
found  to  be  5; 2  devjrees.  Thus,  notwith (landing 
the  dreadful  feverity  of  the  climate,  this  inhofpit- 
able  ifiand  is  but  thirty  minutes  farther  north  than 
London. 

On  the  12th  their  houfe  took  fire,  but  the  (iames 
wer?  foon  extinguiflied  :  however,  as  they  were 
obliged  to  keep  an  extraordinary  fire  both  night 
and  day,  this  accident  made  the  captain  order  a 
conftant  watch  to  look  after  it.  Mr.  James  con- 
tinued on  (hore  till  the  17th,  during  which  it 
fnowed  and  froze  extremely :  the  (hip  from  the 
fhore  refembled  a  piece  of  ice  in  the  form  of  a  fliip, 
the  fnow  was  all  frozen  about  her,  all  her  fore- 
part and  fides  were  firm  ice,  and  the  cables  frozen 
in   the  hawfe.     The  captain  now  went  on  boardj 

VOL.  IV.  C  c 


ft6a        James's  ;sroyAGE  to  discover 

where  he  fpent  the  nights  in  the  moft  gloomy  re- 
flections, without  the  leaft  hopes  of  faving  the 
veffel,  or  the  probable  affurance  of  its  being  poffi- 
ble  long  to  endure  the  extremities  to  which  they 
were  all  reduced.  The  men  were  obliged  every 
day  to  beat  the  ice  off  the  cables,  whilft  forbe  dug 
it  out  of  the  hawfers  with  the  carpenter's  long 
caulking  iron  ;  in  which  work  the  water  froze  on  ■'| 
their  clothes  and  hands,  and  fo  benumbed  therai 
that  they  could  hardly  get  into  the  fliip  without 
being  heaved  in  with  k  rope. 

On  the  22d  in  the  mornitig,  the  gunner,  who 
ftad  his  leg  cut  off,  died  ;  and  was^  buried  in  the 
fea  at  a  good  diftance  from  the  fliip.  Some  days 
before  his  death,  he  had  defired  that  he  might  be 
allowed  to  drink  nothing  but  fack,  to  which  the 
captain  confehted ;  but  the  bottle  in  which  it  waS 
contained  froze  at  his  bed's- head,  as  did  the  plaifler 
at  his  wound,  though  he  had  a  clofe  boarded  cabiri 
in  the  gun-room,  as  many  clothes  upon  him  as  wer6 
convenient,  and  a  pan  of  lite  coals  kept  conftantl^ 
by  him. 

Gn  the  evening  of  the  23d,  juft  after  watch  was 
fet,  a  large  piece  of  ice  carne  acfofs  the  hawfer/ 
and  four  more  followed  after  it/  the  leaft  of  which 
was  a  quarter  of  a  mile  over.  The  captain  and  all 
^n  board  were  much  terrified,  imagining  thatthefe'  f 
pieces  of  fee  would  drive  the  fhip  upon  the  rocks;  J 
They  ftrained  the  cable  conliderably,  and  in  this 
extremity  thecrew  fired  fignals^of  diftrefs,  which 
were  anfwered  by  thofe  on  fliore,  though  they 
were  unable  to  come  to  their  alTiftance.  However^ 
this  being  newly  congealed,  only  two  inches  thick/ 
^hofe  on  board  l3roke  throngh  it,  and  by  ten  o'clock 
it  was  all  gone, 

in  the  morning  the  captain  fentfor  the  men  id 
f  Ome  on  board.  They  therefore  fliut  up  the  houfe,- 
and  after  being  obliged  to  wade  through  the  con- 
g^ealed  watei'>  with  much  pain  reached  the  boat^ 
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When  the  whole  crew  were  on  boards  it  was  refolv- 
.,ed  to  run  her  aground,  in  order  to  preferve  her  as 

long  as  poflible.  This  refolution  being  taken,  they 
•with  great  difficulty  landed  part  of  their  bread, 
and  a  hogfhead  of  iaeef:  the  bread  that  remained 
in  the  bread-room,  with  all  the  powder,  was  carri- 
ed up  into  the  great  cabin.  The  fhip  being  driven 
on  Ihore  continued  to  beat  violently,  though  flie 
was  bedded  two  feet  deep  in  the  fand  ;  on  which 
the  captain  went  with  the  carpenter  into  the  hold, 
and  bored  a  hole  with  an  auger  in  her  bottom, 
and  in  about  fix  hours  the  water  rofe,  broke  into 
the  powder  and  bread  rooms,  and  damaged  her 
between  decks,  when  it  was  every  minute  expected 
that  fhe  would  open  and  break  to  pieces ;  but  after 
having  beat  off  her  rudder,  which  was  loft,  fhe 
began  to  fettle.  At  night  they  took  to  the  boat  : 
but  the  water  was  fo  thick  with  fnow,  that  it  was 
with  great  difficulty  they  reached  the  (bore,  by 
double  manning  four  oars ;  and  the  captain  and 
his  men,  on  their  landing,  were  fo  altered  in  their 
habits  and  voices,  and  by  their  faces,  hair,  and 
apparel  being  frozen,  that  they  fcarcely  knew  each 
other. 

Having  hauled  up  the  boat,  they  went  in  the 
dark  along  the  beach-fide  to  the  houfe,  where  hav- 
ing made  a  good  fire,  they  eat  fome  bread  and 
drank  melted  water,  after  which  they  deliberated 
on  their  fituation  ;  the  captain  ordering  every  one 
to  fpeak  his  mind  freely.  The  carpenter  gave  it 
as  his  opinion,  that  the  Ihip  was  quite  foundered, 
or  at  leaft  rendered  ufelefs  by  the  lofs  of  her  rud- 
der ;  Mr.  James  however  thought  otherwife,  and 
encouraged  his  people  to  keep  up  their  fpirits,  by  a 
\ery  pious  fpeech,  in  which  he  obferved,  tliat  if  it 
was  their  fortunes  to  end  their  days  there,  they 
were  as  near  heaven  as  in  England.  Heencouraged 
them  to  reJy  upon  that  providence  which  fupports 
thofe  that  confide  in  it,  and  that  if  it  fliould  happeiA 
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that  the  fhip  was^^Jbundered,  they  might  at  the 
worft  build  a  pinnace  out  of  the  wreck  of  the  fhip, 
in  which,  by  the  Divine  affiftance,  they  might 
once  more  be  enabled  to  reach  Old  England.  To 
this  the  carpenter  anfwered,  that  no  induftry  of 
his  fhould  be  wanting  to  extricate  them  out  of  this 
place;  and  if  the  crew  would  affift  him,  he  ima- 
gined the  illand  produced  timber  enough  for  build- 
ing a  pinnace,  without  meddling  with  the  Ihip, 
which  might  by  fome  good  chance  be  again  ren- 
dered more  ufeful  than  now  feemed  probable  :  and 
all  the  men  immediately  replied,  they  would  do, 
the  utmoft  to  help  forward  whatever  work  he 
ihould  undertake  for  the  public  goocf.  The  cap- 
tain thanked  them  all,  and  to  encourage  the  car- 
penter, promifed  to  give  him  in:jmediately  a  piece 
of  plate  worth  lol.  and  that  in  cafe  they  went  to 
England  in  the  pinnace,  he  would  freely  give 
her  to  him,  and  alfo  make  him  a  prefent  of  50/.  in 
money  ;  and  that  all  the  induftrious  fhould  be  li- 
berally rewarded.  Having  thus  concluded  this 
confultation,  they  fettled  themfelves  clofe  about 
the  fire,  and  took  their  reft  till  daylight  ap- 
peared. 

Early  the  nexfe  morning  the  captain  delired  the 
furgeon  to  cut  off  his  hair  Ihort,  and  to  (have  o0 
his  beard,  which  became  extremely  troublefonie 
from  its  being  frequently  frozen  with  large  icicles ; 
and  all  the  reft  having  followed  his  example,  pre-- 
pared  for  work.  The  firft  thing  they  were  tO' do 
■was  to  get  the  clothes  and  proviiions  on  Ihore,  and 
therefore  the  captain  divided  the  company  ;  the 
mafter,  and  a  proper  number  of  men  were  to  go- 
on board  to  get  things  ont  of  the  hold  ;  the  cock- 
fwain,  and  his  gang,  were  to  bring  the  things  oiT 
fl)ore  in  the.  boat ;  and  the  captain,  with  the  reft 
of  the  pee^^le,  were  to  carry  them  half  a  mile 
through  the  fnow,  to  a  place  where  he  intended  to 
have  a  ftorehoufe  ereded ;  but  as  for  the  heavier 
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things,  it  was  propofed  to  leave  them  oh  the  beach. 
In  the  afternoon,  the  wind  being  at  fouth-fouth- 
weft,  and  the  waiter  having  ebbed  ib  low  that  tiiey 
thought  fomething  might  be  got  out  of  the  hold, 
they  launched  out  the  boat,  and  with  their  oars 
made  way  through  the  thick  congealed  water.  It 
ftate  extremely  hard,  and  the  captain  ftood  on  the 
fliore  with  great  uneafinefs,  thinking  that  the  boat 
would  be  carried  by  the  ebb  into  the  fea ;  and  if 
that  fliould  happen  they  were  allloft.  However, 
they  got  fafe  to  the  fhip,  made  ahre  to  fignify  their 
arrival  on  board,  and  falling  to  work,  got  fome- 
thing out  of  the  hold  upon  the  deck  :  but  night 
approaching  they  durft  not  venture  back  on  fhore, 

,  and  therefore  lay  on  the  bed  in  the  great  cabin, 

(  where  they  were  almoft  ftarved. 

The  ill  of  December  was  fo  cold,  that  the  cap- 

i  tain  went  over  the  ice  to  the  fhip,  the  fame  way  in 

« which  the  boat  had  gone  the  day  before  ;  and  he, 
and  the  men,  carried  upon  their  backs  500  of  their 
fiih,  and  a  great  part  of  their  bedding  and  clothes, 
which  they  were  obliged  to  dig  out  of  the  ice. 
The  2d  was  mild  weather,  and  fome  of  the  men 
going  over  the  ice,  they  fell  in,  and  were  with 
great  difficulty  faved  ;  fo  that  not  being  aWe  to  get 
to  the  fliip,  the  captain  dirc(?^ied  them  to  begin  the 
ftorehoufe  on  fhorc.  The  fame  evening  the  ice 
broke,  and  was  driven  by  the  wind  out  of  the  bay. 
On  the  3d  feveral  large  pieces  of  ice  came  acrofs 
the  fln"p  ;  the  men,  however,  found  a  way  for  the 
boat,  but  when  fhe  was  laden  flie  drew  four  feet 
Water,  and  could  not  come  within  a  flight  fliot  of 
the  fhore  :  fo  that  the  men  were  obliged  to  imdcr- 
go  the  hardfhip  of  wading  through  the  congealed 
water  with  loads  upon  their  backs.  In  this  cold 
evening  they  cut  away  as  m.uch  ice  from  about  the 
boat  as  they  were  able  to  pick  out  of  her  with 
hand-fpikes,  and  endeavoured  to  iioifl  her  into  the 
ihip^  there  being  but  little  hopes  of  going  back- 
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wards  or  forwardl'with  her  again  ;  but  their  whole 
imited  ftrength  being  infufficient,  they  were  obliged 
tp  leave  her  in  the  tackles  by  the  fhip's  fide. 

The  4th,  being  Sunday,  they  relted,  and  fpent 
their  time  in  religious  exercifes.  The  two  follow-> 
ing  days  the  weather  being  extrepieiy  cold,  they 
made  bags  of  their  ftore  fhirts,  in  which  they  car- 
ried their  loofe  bread  to  fliore  over  the  ice.  They 
alfo  dug  their  clothes  and  new  fails  out  of  the  ice 
with  iron  hand-fpikes,  and  carrying  them  on  Ihore^ 
dried  theni  by  a  large  fire.  The  7th  was  fo  excef- 
five  cold  that  their  nofes,  cheeks  and  hands  froze 
as  white  as  paper  ;  and  though  the  two  following 
days  continued  extremely  cold,  and  there  fell  a, 
great  quantity  of  fnow,  yet  they  purfued  their  la^  i 
bour  in  carrying  and  rolling  goods  on  Ihore.   ' 

The  cold  now  increafed  to  fuch  a  degree,  that 
by  the  19th  they  could  get  nothing  more  out  of 
the  hold,  but  were  obliged  to  leave  five  barrels  of 
beef  and  pork,  all  their  beer,  and  feveral  pthc^ 
things  which  were  frozen  fo  fait  as  not  tp  be  moved. 
The  21  ft  was  fo  cold  that  they  could  not  go  out  of 
the  houfe,  but  on  the  23d  they  went  to  get  the 
boat  alhore,  having  before  dug  her  out  of  the  ice. 
By  ten  in  the  morning  there  came  fo  thick  a  fog, 
that  it  was  as  dafk  as  night ;  upon  which  the  cap-' 
tain  made  them  lay  afide  their  work,  and  make 
what  hafte  they  could  tp  the  fliore,  which  they  had 
niuch  ado  to  find  without  looiing  One  another. 
At  laft,  however,  they  met  at  the  houfe,  but  in 
the  moft  niiferable  frozen  condition  imaginable; 
for  feveral  of  the  men  had  blifters  railed  by  the 
cold  as  big  as  walnuts,  which  it  was  thought  pro-,; 
ceeded  from  their  too  haftily  approaching  the' 
fire. 

Their  well  being  now  frozen  up,  they  founds! 
no  water  was  to  be  had  by  digging  ever  ib  deep,! 
and  were  therefore  obliged  to  make  ufe  of  fnowj 
water  both  for  drink  and    dreffing    of  yiduals.  j 


A  NORTH-WEST  PASSAGE.  20^ 

This  they  found  to  be  very  unwholefome^it  giving 
them  fuch  a  Ihortnefs  of  breath,  that  they  were 
fcarce  able  to  fpeak.  All  their  fack,  vinegar  and 
oil,  and  every  thing  elfe  that  was  liquid^  was  now 
frozen  as  hard  as  a  piece  of  wood,  and  they  were 
forced  to  cut  it  with  a  hatchet ;  nay  thefroft  was 
fo  levere  as  to  penetrate  within  a  yard  of  the  fire- 
fide.  About  this  time  the  captain  recdlle6ling 
that  on  his  firft  landing  he  had  difcovered  a  fpring 
at  the  foot  of  the  hill  at  a  fmall  diftaace^  near 
which  he  ordered  fonie  trees  to  be  cut  for  marks 
to  know  the  place,  he  fent  three  of  the  men  that 
had  been  there  with  him,  who  atlaft  found  it,  and 
Ihoveling  away  the  fnow,  came  to  the  very  bead> 
where  they  found  it  rife  ftrongly,  and  to  the  cap- 
tain's great  joy  brought  him  a  can  of  it.  This 
difcovery  proved  cf  vaft  fervice  to  the  people  ;  for 
the  fpring  flowed  the  whole  year,  and  was  never' 
frozen  fo  hard,  but  that  they  could  come  at  it  by 
breaking  the  ice. 

They  now  fettled  their  bedding  and  provifionsi 
and  made  preparations  For  keeping  Chriftmas-Day 
in  as  religious  and  cheerful  a  manner  as  they  were 
able.  And  now  Captain  James  fays,  that  in- 
ftead  of  a  Chriftmas  tale  he  will  defcribe  the 
houfe  they  lived  in,  with  others  that  were  adjoin- 
ing. 

,'  On  his  firft  refolvifig  to  build  a  houfe,  he  chofe 
the  warmeft  and  moil  convenient  fituation,  and 
one  that  was  at  the  fame  time  nearcll  the  flu" p.  It 
^as  among  a  thick  tuft  of  trees,  under  a  rifm^ 
ground  facing  the  fouth.  This  building  they  chofe 
to  erect,  from  their  finding  they  could  not  dig 
into  the  earth  to  make  a  cave,  which  would  cer- 
tainly have  been  the  beft  way.  The  iioufe  was 
iquare,  about  twenty  feet  each  way,  which  they 
began  to^ere^l  by  driving  long  ftaves  into  the 
Carth  ;  and  round  thefe  they  wattled  boughs  as 
thick  as  poffibie,  beating  thcin  down  very  clofe- 
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This  firft  work  was  fix  feet  high  on  both  lideSj  | 
but  at  the  ends  it  reached  almoft  to  the  very  top^  \ 
where  two  holes  were  left  to  admit  the  light,  and  ! 
let  out  the  fnioke.  They  then  cut  down  treesy  i 
which  they  proportioned  into  lengths  of  fix  feet ;  ? 
Qf  thele  they  made  a  pile  on  both  fides  the  houft?  \ 
fix  feet  thick  and  fix  feet  high,  but  at  both  enda,  \ 
ten  feet  high  and  fix  feet  thick.  They  left  a  ] 
little  low  door  to  creep  in  at,  and  a  portal  before 
that,  to  keep  the  wind  from  blowing  into  it.  They  ; 
next  faftened  a  rough  tree  on  the  top,  upon  which 
they  laid  the  rafters,  and  the  main  oourfe  over  \ 
them,  which  covering  the  whole,  reached  from  i 
each  fide  to  the  ground.  : 

The  infide  they  lined  with  their  bonnet  i^ils  j  [ 
then  driving  in  ftakes  made  bedftead-frames  about 
the  three  fides  of  the  houfe,  which  doubled  one  l 
imder  another,  the  lowermoft  being  a  foot  from  i 
the  ground.  Thefe  they  firfl:  filled  with  boughs,.  < 
upon  which  they  laid  their  fpare  fails,  and  then  ; 
their  bedding  and  clothes.  In  the  middle  of  the  t 
houfe,  they  made  a  hearth  for  the  fire,  and  round.  '■. 
it  placed  fome  boards  to  fl:and  upon,  to  prevent . 
their  being  injured  by  the  cold  damps  of  the 
earth  ;  and  with  their  wafi:e  clothes  and  fmall  failSj,  ( 
they  made  tefters  and  curtains. 

They  built  another  houfe  at  not  above  twenty 
feet  diftance,  which  had  the  fame  fort  of  wattling  : 
but  it  was  lefs,     lnfi;ead  of  piles  on  the  fouth  fide, 
all  the  chefts  were  heaped  up  within  ;  and  indeed 
the  refie6tion   of  the  fire  againfl;  them   made  it  : 
warmer  than  the  manfion  houfe.     Here  their  pro- 
vifions  were  drefifed,  and  the  inferior  part  of  the  ; 
crew  refrefhed  themfelves  in  it  all  day.  i 

The  ftore  houfe,  for  fear  of  fire,  was  29  pace^  I 
difiant.  It  was  only  a  rough  tree  faftened  aloft>;  | 
with  rafters  laid  from  it  to  the  ground,  and  cor  1 
vered  with  a  new  fuit  of  fails.  Within  it  were  | 
laid  fmall  trees,  fpread  over  with  boughs,  on  which 
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I  the  bread  and  fifh  were  ftowed,  at  the  diftance  of 
^bout  two  feet  from  the  grc^und^  in  order  to  pre- 
ferve  them  from  damage ;  other  things  lay  more 
carelefsly. 

V   Long  before  Chriftmas  the  nianfion  houfe  was 

i  (Covered  thick  with  fnow,  almoft  to  the  very  roof, 

-as  was  alfo  the  fecond  houfe;  but  the  ftore  houfe 

was  covered  all  over,  on  account  of  there  being 

oio  fire  in  it..     Thus   they  feemed   to   live  in  a 

k  wildernefs  of  fnow,  which  they  were  obliged   to 

iliovel   away   from    their   doors ;  and    this    being 

trampled  upon  ferved  for  the  captain's  gallery  and 

I  Ihe  fick  men's  walk,  the  furface  of  it  being  at  kafi: 

•a  yard  above  the  ground. 

The  month  of  January,   1^32,  was  extremely 

I  .cold.     The  fea  was  firmly  frozen,  and  no  where 

'  ito  be  feen.     On  the  2 lit  the  fun  arofe  along  the 

i  .horizon  of  an  oval  figure,  twice  as  long  as  it  was 

•broad  ;  but  as  it  got  higher,  refumed  its  common 

form.     On  the  30th  and   31ft,  in  the  beginning 

•of  the  night  Captain  James  obferved  more  liars 

in  the  firmament  by  two  thirds  than  he  had  ever 

,  feen  before  ;  but  the  moon  rifing  about  ten  o'clock, 

■  three  parts  of  them  were   cclipfed  by  her  luftre. 

The  wind  was  northerly  and  very  bold  the  greateft 

ipart  of  the  month:  but  when  it  was  warmeil,  the 

men  employed  themfelves  in  fetching  wood,  and 

■working  upon  the  pinnace. 

During  the  month  of  Febuary  the  cold  was 
AS  extreme  as  it  had  been  any  time  in  the  whole 
year,  and  its  difmal  effe6ts  were  bitterly  felt  by 
thefe  unhappy  people,  fome  of  whom  had  all 
'their  teeth  loofe,  and  their  gums  fwelled  and 
covered  with  rotten  flefli.  Others  had  pains  in  their 
heads  and  brcafts;  fome  a  wcaknefs  in  their  back  ; 
others  aches  in  their  thighs  and  knees,  and  others 
fwellings  in  their  legs  ;  and  by  tlipfe  diforders  two 
thirds  of  the  company  were  under  the  furgecn 's 
hands. 

VOL.  IV.  D  d 
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To  remedy  tl^e  dreadful  efFedts  of  the  fcurvy,  i 
the  furgeon,  who  was  a  man  of  an  amiable  temper,! 
exerted  his  utmoft  diligence ;  and  rifing  early  in 
the  morning,  picked   their  teeth  and  cut  away 
the  black  rotten  flelh  from  their  gums,  while  their 
thighs,  knees   and    legs    were    bathed   in  a  tub 
of   warm   water.     There  was  no   tree,    bud,    or 
herb,  of  which  they  did  not  make  trial ;  and  thefel 
being  boiled  in  a  kettle,  and  put  into  afmall  tub 
and  bafons,  they  placed  it  under  them,  and  by 
bathing  the   aggrieved   parts,  fo    mollified  them 
that  though  when  they  rofe  out  of  their  beds,  they 
were  fo  crippled  as  fcarcely  able  to  ftand,  yet  after 
this  had  been  done  half  an  hour,  they  were  able 
-to  walk,  and  were  under  the  neceffity  of  wading 
through   the   fnow   about   bufmefs.      By    night, 
however,  they   were  as  bad  as  before,  and  then 
their  mouths  were  again  drefTed,  and  their  limbs 
bathed,    before  they  went  to  bed.     Thefe  drerd- 
ful  diftrefles   were  aggrevated  by   moft   of  tliem 
having    no  flioes    to   fecure  their  feet   from    the 
fiiOW  ;  for  upon  their  coming  out  of  the  fi^ow  to: 
the  fire,  they  were  fcorched  upon  their  feet,  andi 
the   {lore  fhoes  were  all  funk  in  the  fhip.     In  this 
neceility  they  faftened  clouts  about  their  feet,  and 
with  this  poor  expedient  endeavoured  to  perform 
their  duty 

It  may  be  neceiTary  here  to  obferve  with  refpe6l'' 
to  provifions,  that,  as  there  was  no  hope  of  re- 
crtiiting,  the  cook  ordered  them  in  the  followingi 
manner.  The  beef  which  was  to  ferve  on  Sunday 
night  for  fupper,  was  boiled  on  Saturday  nighti 
for  about  an  hour,  in  a  kettle  full  of  water,  with: 
a  quart  of  oatmeal.  The  beef  being  then  takeni 
out,  the  reft  was  boiled  to  half  the  quantity,  and 
the  pottage  they  cat  with  bread  as  hot  as  they 
could.  On  Sunday  they  dined  upon  pork  and 
peas,  and  at  night  the  beef  being  boiled  again, 
made  more  pottage ;  and  thus  they  proceeded  the 
reft  of  the  week  i  but  as  many  of  the  people  fell 
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';  i5ck  after  Chriftmas,  and  from  the  forenefs  of  their 
.!  mbuths  could  neither  eat  beef,  pork,  fait  fifli,  nor 
i  pottage,  fome  pounded  bread  in  a  mortar,  and  eat 
i  it  after  its  being  fried  with  a  little  oil,  and  others 
'  boiled  peas  to  a  foft  pafte. 

In  the  whole  winter  they  did  not  take  above  a 

dozen  toxes,  fome  of  which  were  dead  two  or  three 

;  days^  in  the  traps   before  they  were  found,  when 

j  the  blood  being  fettled  they  were  unwholfome  : 

I  but  when  one  of  them    was  taken  alive,  he  was 

boiled  to  make  broth  for  the  weakelt  of  the  fick 

men,  and  the  flefh  being  boiled  foft,  they  alio  eat 

it.     Some  white  partridges  were  alfo  killed,  but 

thefe  were  very  few. 

Abroad  the  fe verity  of  the  weather  was  fcarce 
I  to  be  endured,  no  clothes  being  proof  againft  it, 
nor  any  motion  fufficient  to  keep  up  their  natural 
1  warmth.     It  froze  the  hair  on  their  eye-lids  fo  that 
the  men  could   not  fee.     The  infide  of  the  houfe 
hung  with    icicles,    and   even    the    bed-clothes, 
I  though  the  beds  were  almoft  clofe  to  the  fire,  were 
covered  with  hoar  froft,  and  the  ground  was  fro- 
zen ten  feet  below  the  furface. 

On  the  r5th  of  March,  one  of  the  men  thinking 
he  had  feen  a  deer,  engaged  two  or  three  others, 
with  the  captain's  leave,  to  go  in  fearch  of  it  :  but 
they  returned  at  night  without  fuccefs,  fo  difabled 
with  the  cold,  that  they  did  not  recover  their  for- 
mer  ftate  till  a  fortnight  after,  their  legs  and  the 
foles  of  their  feet  being  covered  with  blifters  as 
big  as  walnuts.  On  the  26th  three  others  alfode- 
iired  to  go  out,  in  order  to  try  their  fortunes,  but 
returned  even  worfe  difabled,  and  almoft  periflied 
with  the  cold. 

The  providing  timber  for  fuel,  as  well  as  for 
'  making  the  pinnace,  was  attended  with  the  utmoft 
1  ditficulty,  for  the  axes  and  the,  iiatchets  were  all 
i  cither  broke  in  the  blades,  lockets  or  handles,  yet 
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thefe  were  the  oil^  iiiftruments  they  had  to  cut 
down  trees  and  form  handles  for  thefe  tools.  •  It 
was  befides  extremely  difficult  to  find  wood-  fit  for 
firing  ;  that  whieh  was  green  almoft  fuffbcating 
them  with  fmoke,  and  a  kind  of  turpentine  ilTu- 
ing  from  that  which  was  dry,  alfo  caufed  a  fmoke, 
which  though  not  fo  intolerable  as  the  other,  co- 
vered them  with  foot. 

'  The  iirft  of  April  being  Eafter  day,  they  fo- 
lemnized  it  in  a  religious  manner  ;  but  that  and 
the  two  following  holidays  were  exceffive  cold, 
and  now  they  all  fat  about  the  fire  confidering  and 
reafoning  on  their  prefent  fituation.  The  carpen- 
ter had  fome  time  before  been  fo  weak,  that  he 
had  been  led  to  his  work,  and  was  now,  with  four 
other  men,  not  able  to  do  any  thing  ;  the  boat- 
fwain,  and  many  more,  were  very  infirm,  and 
there  were  but  five  who  could  eat  their  ordinary 
allowance.  The  feafon  of  the  year  on  which  all 
their  hopes  depended,  came  on  apace,  and  yet  the 
cold  was  very  little  abated  :  their  pinnace  was  in 
an  indifferent  forwardnefs  ;  but  the  carpenter,  in- 
ilead  of  giving  hopes  of  recovery,  grew  worfe 
and  worfe,  and  the  fliip  they  imagined  to  be  full 
of  folid  ice,  the  weight  of  which  would  be  fufii- 
cient  to  open  the  feems  of  any  new  and  found 
veilel,  efpecially  of  one  which  had  lain  fo  long  up- 
on the  ground  as  fhe  had  done.  In  Hiort,  after 
laying  open  their  miferable  and  helplefs  fituation, 
and  entering  into  many  difputes,  the  captain  re- 
folved,  that  notwithflanding  it  was  more  labour, 
and  the  men  grew  weaker  and  weaker,  yet  with 
the  firft  warm  weather  they  Ihould  begin  to  clear 
the  fhip  ;  upon  which  they  fearched  for  the  tools' 
proper  for  digging  the  ice  out  of  her,  when  it  was 
found  they  had  but  two  iron  bars  on  ihore,  and' 
one  of  them  broken,  the  reli  being  funk  in  the 
fhip.     Witli  thefe  bars,  and  four  broken' fhoveis,' 
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they  afterwards  hegMi  to  dig  the  ice,  and  to  lay 
it  about  the  fhip  in  fuch  a  manner,  as  to  form  a 
barracado  to  prevent  her  being  damaged  when 
the  ice  fhould  break  in  the  bay,  which  it  was  to  be 
feared  might  in  her  prefent  crazy  condition  ll^atter' 
her  all  to  pieces. 

The  1 6th  being  the  moft  comfortable  fun-fhine 
day  they  had  felt  that  year,  they  cleared  the  Ihip's 
deck  of  the  fnow,  and  made  a  good  fire  to  dry  the 
great  cabin,  while  others  were  ordered  to  break 
through  the  ice  for  the  anchor,  which  being  in 
ihoal  water,  was  difcovered  the  next  day,  and 
brouglit  on  board. 

On  the  19th  the  mailer,  and  ^two  others,  defired 
they  might  lie  on  board,  that  they  might  witli- 
draw  themfelves  from  the  groans  and  lamentations 
of  their  companions,  to  which  the  captain  freely 
confented  ;  for  they  had  lain  very  incommodioufly 
all  the  winter,  with  lick  bed-fellows. 

The  greateit  part  of  this  month  was  fpent  in 
flopping  the  holes  bored  in  the  fliip  to  fink  her, 
repairing  her  other  damages,  and  freeing  her  from 
ice  and  fnow,  in  performing  which  fuch  of  the 
hands  as  were  able  laboured  with  great  alacrity, 
and  by  the  28th  the  cook  had  fot  free  the  pumps, 
by  pouring  boiling  water  into  them,  when  they 
delivered  water  very  well.  On  the  29th  it  rained 
all  day,  which  gave  them  great  joy,  as  it  was  a 
certain  fign  that  winter  was  broke  up,  and  though 
it  hailed,  fnowed,  and  was  very  cold  on  the  two 
following  days,  yet  the  rain  had  given  them  fuch 
fpirits,  that  on  May  eve  they  fat  round  a  good 
fire,  and  diverted  themfelves  by  chuling  their  mii- 
Hredes,  and  wearing  their  names  in  their  caps. 

The  thaw  now  encrcaled  ;  but  on  the  fccond  of 
May  the  weather  was  fo  extremely  fliarp,  that 
thofe  who  had  any  llrengtii  left  (iuiR  not  (tir 
outof  doors,  and  thofe  who  were  fick  in  bed  fwoon- 
ed  on  being  turned. 
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On  the  fourth  wfeen  the  melted  fnow  began  to 
lie  in  plafties,  fome  cranes  and  geele  made  their 
appearance  ;  but  though  the  captain  and  furgeon 
■went  out  with  their  guns  to  try  if  they  could  kill 
any  of  thefe  fowl  for  their  fick  men,  they  were  fo 
fiiy,  that  after  having  fpent  above  two  hours  to 
no  purpofe,  they  returned,  not  being  able  to  en- 
dure any  longer  the  fatigue  of  fl:alking  through  the 
fnow,  and  with  fuch  pains  in  their  limbs,  that 
the  captain  thought  he  (hould  have  loft  his  legs. 

On  the  ninth,  they  heaved  out  of  the  hold  four 
butts  of  beer  and  one  of  cyder,  which  to  their  great 
joy,  they  found  to  be  extremely  good,  it  having 
Iain  under  water  ajl  the  winter.  They  alfo  the 
fame  day  got  up  five  barrels  of  beef  and  pork.  By 
the  1 2th  they  had  cleared  the  hold  of  all  the  ice, 
and  came  at  the  ftore  fiioes.  Upon  which  they 
were  dried  by  the  fire,  and  every  man  fitted  him- 
feif  with  a  pair.  They  alfo  found  a  butt,  of  wine, 
which  was  hard  frozen. 

They  now   fitted  the  ihip,  in  which  they  could    ' 
find  no  defeft,  and  therefore  hoped  that   fhe  was 
ftaunch  ;    but   the   carpenter  was  of  a  different 
opinion,    and  alleged,  that  now   Ihe   lay  on   the 
ground,  her  defeats  were  filled  by  the  ice,  which   , 
alone  kept  out  the  vv'ater.  rill 

On  the  24th  the  boatfwain,  with  fome  other  "1 
hands,  brought  afliore  the  reft  of  the  rigging, 
which  was  much  fpoiled  by  pecking  it  out  of  the  | 
ice  ;  and  this  they  began  to  refit,  while  the  cooper 
though  very  infifm,  was  employed  in  making  up 
the  callus.  Mr.  James  intending,  if  he  could  not 
get  the  fnip  otherwife  eafilyofF,  to  pafs  fome  cables 
under  her,  and  buoy  her  up  with  calks.  The 
iame  day  that  gentleman  having  made  fome  Ihot  i 
with  old  pewter,  and  the  aprons  of  his  guns,  for 
he  would  not  touch  the  carpenter's  flieet  lead,  fent 
fome  other  perfons  to  fee  if  they  could  kill  fome 
wild  fowl  for  the  lick,  who  now  grew  worfe  and 
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worfe,  and  the  next  day  he  dug  up  a  little  piece  of 
ground  that  was  free  from  fnow,  and  fowed  it 
with  peas,  in  hopes  of  having  fome  that  were 
green.  ., 

On  the  1 8th  died  William  Cole  the  carpenter, 
who  was  much  beloved  by  all  the  men.  He  had 
nearly  completed  the  pinnace,  which  was  a  weJl 
proportioned  velTel  of  about  twelve  or  fourteen 
tons  burden,  and  was  twenty-feven  feet  by  the 
keel.  They  were,  however,  in  hopes  of  being 
able  to  finifli  her,  in  cafe  the  (liip  Ihould  prove 
unferviceable.  The  mailer  of  the  (hip  returning 
from  the  funeral,  obfervcd  the  body  of  the  gunner 
who  died  fiK  months  before,  under  the  gun-room 
ports,  though  he  had  been  committed  to  tlt3  fea 
at  a  confiderable  diftance  from  the  Ibip.  The  next 
day  the  captain  ordered  it  to  be  dug  out.  He  was 
fait  in  theice,  with  his  head  downwards,  and  only 
his  Iftg  upwards  ;  the  plaifter  was  yet  on  the  l^ump 
of  the  other.  It  is  remarkable,  that  he  had  no 
noifome  fmell,  and  that  his  Helh  would  flip  up  and 
down  upon  his  bones  like  a  glove.  In  the  evening 
he  was  buried  near  the  carpenter. 

The  fnow  was  by  this  time  pretty  well  wafted 
in  the  woods,  and  there  being  a  high  tree  on  the 
grcateft  eminence  on  the  illand,  they  named  it  the 
Watch  Tower;  from  the  top  of  it  they  had  a  view 
of  the  fea,  but  could  not  yet  percieve  no  appear- 
ance of  the  ice  breaking.  The  21ft  was  the 
warmeft  fun  Ihiny  day  they  had  felt  intheifland. 
The  captain  lent  two  men  a  fowling,  and  went 
himfelf  with  the  mailer,  furgeon  and  another  per- 
fon,  with  their  pieces  and  dogs,  in  order  to  fcarcK 
the  woods,  for  what  they  could  find  ;  but  after 
having  wandered  eight  miles  from  the  houfe,  they 
returned  without  the  fatisfaftion  of  having  difco- 
veted  an  herb  or  leaf  that  was  eatable,  and  the 
fowlers  iiad  no  better  fuccefs.  They  found  the 
fuow  partly   cvupoiatcd  in  the  woods,  for  it  does 


2 1 6"  JAMES'S  VOYAGE  TO  DISCOVER 

not  melt  there  wi^  the  fun  and  rain,  and  malce 
land  floods,  as  in  other  climates  ;  but  is  exhaled 
-by  the  fun,  and  drawn  full  of  holes  like  a  honey- 
comb, without  wetting  the  fand  on  which  it 
lies. 

They  had  now  fometimes  fuch  hot  weather  that 
.they  could  not  endure  the  heat  of  the  fun-beams, 
and  yet  in  the  night  it  froze  very  hard.  There 
was  no  lign  of  the  ice  breaking  till  the  24th,  when. 
it  cracked  all  over  the  bay  with  a  dreadful  noife, 
•and  about  three  in  the  afternoon  they  could  per- 
ceive it  fioat  with  the  ebb,  and  drive  by  the  Ihip,.. 
when  the^'  found  the  advantage  of  the  barricadoof 
ice  they  had  laid,  which  prevented  her  being 
-dalbcd  to  pieces.  The  fame  day  one  of  the"  men 
linking  his  lance  down  among  the  ice,  happily 
itruck  upon  the  rudder,  and  brought  it  up,  whea 
others  coming  to  his  alliftance,  it  was  heaved  into 
the  fnip.  In  the  mean  time,  the  ice  began«lto  rile  i 
and  mount  into  high  heaps  againfi;  the  fhore  and 
rocks  ;  but  in  an  hour's  time  it  fettled  again. 
This  was  a  joyful  day,  and  all  the  men  joined  in 
returning  thanks  to  God  for  the  reviving  hopes  iti 
afforded. 

On  the  28th  the  fea  was  pretty  clear  betwixt 
the  fliip  and  the  Ihore.  On  the  29th  being  Prince 
■Charle's  birth-day,  they  kept  holiday,  and  difplay- 
-ed  his  majefty's  colours  both  on  land  and  board, 
and  named  their  habitation  Charles-Town,  by 
contradion  Charlton,  and  the  ifland  Charlton 
liland.  On  the  30th,  they  launched  their  boat, 
and  paifed  in  it  to  the  fhip,  which  was  now  a  new 
employment.  On  the  laft  day  of  the  month  they 
found  fome  leaves  of  vetches,  which  they  boiled 
for  the  iick  ;  they  alfo  prepared  their  fails  and 
rigging,  and  aired  their  provifions,  there  not ' 
being  a  man  able  to  eat  any  thing  fait,  except  the 
captain  and  mafter.  But  the  cold  fometimes  re- 
turned with  great  violence.     However,  by  feeding 
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\  on  the  green  vetches  they  had  fo  providentially 

L  difcovered,  the  fick   men   gathered  ftrength  fur- 

prifingly  ;  and  thofe  who  had  been  fo  iH  as  to  be 

unable  to  ftir  for.  two  or  three  months,  could 

I  endure  the  air  and  walk  about  the  houfe.     They 

L  gathered  the  leaves  of  the  vetches  foon  after  they 

[  appeared  out  of  the  ground,  and  having  waihed 

and  boiled  them,  eat  them  with  the  oil  and  vine- 

'  gar  that   had  been   frozen  ;    and   this  was   fuch 

I  a  refrefhing  food,  that  moft  of  the  men  eat  nothing 

elfe.     They  alfo  eat  them  raw  with  their  bread, 

,  and  bruifed  them  and  mixed  their  juice  with  thdr 

I  drink.     By  thefe  means  they  recovered  ftrength 

I  apace,  and  having  pumped  the  water  out  of  the 

fhip,  they  hung  on  their  rudder,  heaved  out  all 

the   ballaft,  and  carrying  every  thing  on  fhore, 

rendered  the  Ihip  as  light  as  pollible. 

On  the  1 5th  of  June  there  was  fome  thunder 
and  lightning,  and  the  weather  was  fo  hot,  that 
the  men  went  into  the  ponds  to  fwim,  yet  the 
water  was  ftill  very  cool.  There  had  lately  ap- 
peared feveral  forts  of  flies,  as  butterflies  horfe- 
fiies,  and  an  infinite  number  of  mufl-ietoes,  that 
tormented  the  men  extremely.  Thefe  the  captain 
fuppofes  lie  fcnfelefs  in  the  old  rotten  wood  all 
the  winter,  and  are  revived  by  the  heat  of  fummer. 
There  was  alfo  a  prodigious  number  of  ants,  and 
vaft  quantities  of  frogs  in  the  ponds  ;  but  as  they 
were  fpeckled  like  the  toads,  they  durll  not  eat 
them;  however,  there  were  yet  neither  bears,  foxes, 
nor  fowl,  to  be  feen. 

Having  before  dug  the  fund  from  the  fides  of  the 
i  ihip,  and  fufliciently  lightened  her,  they  took  the 
advantage  of  fbme  high  tides,  and  got  her  into 
deep  water. 

On  the  24th  the  captain,  who  had  before  caufed 

a  very  high  tree  to  be  cut  down,  and  a  crofs  to  be 

made  of  it,  now  athxcd  to  it  the  |>i(5tures  of  king 

y  Charles  I.  and  his  queen,  well  drawn,  and  dole 
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wrapped  in  lead,  id  that  no  air  could  poffibly  hurt 
then.i/and  between  thefe  affixed  his  majefty's  titles^ 
viz.  Charles  king  of  England,  Scotland,  France^ 
and  Ireland,  alio  of  Newfoundland,  and  the  terri- 
tories to  the  weflward  as  far  as  Nova;  Albion,  and 
to  the  northward  to  the  latitude  of  eighty  degrees^ 
&c.  On  the  outfide  of  the  lead  he  nailed  a  Ihilling 
and  a  iixpence  of  king  Charles's  coin,  and  under 
it  his  majefty's  arms  cut  in  lead,  under  which  was 
the  arms  of  the  city  of  Briftol ;  and  this  being 
Midfummer  day,  Captain  James  ere6ted  this  crofs 
thus  ornamented,  on  the  top  of  the  hill  where  the 
men  had  buried  their  deceafed  companions.  By 
this  ceremony  he  took  pofTeffion  of  thefe  territories 
for  his  Majefty's  ufe. 

On  the  25th  in  the  morning  the  boatfwainy 
with  fome  of  the  beft  hands,  began  to  rig  the  Ihip, 
the  reft  fetching  the  provilions  and  other  necelTa- 
ries  on  board.  At  about  ten  o'clock  the  captain> 
with  a  lance  in  his  hand,  attended  by  another  per- 
fon  with  a  mufket,  went  to  the  watch -tree,  to 
make  a  fire  on  the  higheft  part  of  the  ifland,  in 
expe6tation  that  if  there  had  been  any  favages  at 
fea,  or  in  the  neighbouring  iflands,  they  would 
have  anfwered  it  by  another  fignal,  by  which 
means  he  might  have  gone  to  them  and  gained 
fome  ufeful  intelligence.  When  he  came  to  the 
tree,  he  laid  down  his  lance,  as  the  failor  did  hiS' 
mulket ;  and  while  he  was  climbing,  the  failor  un- 
advifedly  fet  fire  to  fome  low  trees  to  windward  ; 
fo  that  the  captain  had  fcarcely  fettled  himfelf  on 
the  top  of  the  watch-tree,  when  he  perceived  that 
the  fire  ran  from  tree  to  tree  with  furprifing  rapi- 
dity, all  of  them  being  dried  by  the  heat  of  the 
"weather  ;  and  the  wind  blowing  towards  him,  he 
hafted  down  as  faft  as  poffible.  But  he  had  fcarcely 
got  half  way  when  the  fire  feized  on  the  bottom ; 
of  the  tree,  and  blazed  fo  fiercely  upwards  that' 
he  was  obliged  to  leap  off :  and  though  he  made  j 
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what  hafte  he  could  down  a  fteep  hill,  the  fire  fol^ 
lowed  him  fo  clofe  at  his  heels,  that  he  with  diffi- 
culty efcaped  being  burnt  to  death.     The  mofs  on 
the  ground  was  as  dry  as  flax,  and  it  ran  like  a 
train  along  the  earth.     The  mufl^et  and  the  lance 
were  both  burnt.     The  failor  at  length  overtook 
the  captain   and  expreffing  great  joy,  they  went 
home  together,  leaving  the  fire  every  minute  in- 
crealing,  and  bm^ning  moft  furioufly.     The  cap- 
tain flept  but  little  that  night,  and  at  break  of 
day  ordered  all  the  powder  and  beef  to  be  carried 
on  board  ;  after  which  he  went  to  the  bill  to  ob- 
ferve  the  fire,  where  he  faw  it  ftill  fpreading  to  the 
"weilward  and  northward.     He  left  a  perfon  there 
to  watch  it,  and  immediately  returning  home,  bid 
his  people  take  down  their  new  fuit  of  fails  frorrj 
i  the  houfes  and  carry  them  to  the  fea-fide,  in  order 
to  call  them  in  if  necelfary  ;  and  afterwards  pull 
down  the  buildings   with    ail  poflible  expedition. 
About  noon  the  wind  Ihifted    to  the  northward, 
when  the  fentinel  came  running   home,  bringing 
.word  that  the  fire  followed  him  like  a  train  of 
powder.     There  was  now  no  occalion  to  bid  them 
pull  down  and  carry  all  to  the  fea-lide.     The  fire 
came  towards  them  with  a  moft  terrible  rattling 
!  poife,  being  a  full  mile  in   breadth  ;  and  by  the 
I  time  they  had  uncovered  their  houles,  and  were 
I  going  to  carry  away  the  laft  things,  it  came  to 
their  town  (as  they  termed  it  j  and  inftantly  burnt 
it  to  the  ground.     They  however  loft  nothing  of 
[[  value,  having  carried  all  into  a  place  of  fecurity. 
!|  The  wind  then  fliifted  towards  the  eaft,  and  the 
I    fire  fpread  to  the  weft  ward,  confuming  all   before 
|i  it.     That  night  they  all  lay   on  board  the  fliip, 
'    where  they  with  great  folemnity  returned  thanks 
to  heaven  for  their  prefcrvation. 

On  the  three  following  days  they  took   their 
^atcr  and  other  things  on   board.     By  this  time 
,,;  the  bay  wai)  (^uitc  clear  of  ice,  it  being  all  gone 
1 
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to  the  northward".  The  climate  now  appeared 
very  unwholefomej  for  in  the  day  time  the  heat, 
being  increafed  by  the  refieftion  of  the  fandy  foil, 
was  infupportable,  yet  at  night  the  ponds  froze 
an  inch  thick.  But  the  greateft  inconvenience 
they  felt  was  from  the  ftinging  of  the  muflietoes', 
againft  which  there  was  no  defending  themfelves  ; 
for  though  they  made  bags  to  put  their  heads  in 
out  of  an  old  flag  which  they  tore  for  that  purpofei 
thofe  troublefome  infedts  made  their  way  through 
it ;  fo  that  their  faces  were  filled  with  pimples> 
accompanied  by  a  violent  itching  and  fmarting. 

On  the  firft  of  July  they  arofe  early,  and  the 
captain  caufed  the  Ihip  to  be  adorned,  in  the  beit 
manner  he  was  able,  with  the  flag  in  the  poop^ 
and  the  king's  colours  in  the  main-top.  He  had 
provided  a  ihort  account  of  all  the  events  in  thih 
voyage,  till  that  day;  to  which  was  added  the 
Itate  they  were  in  at  prefent,  and  how  he  intendecj 
to  profecute  the  difcovery  ;  which  he  concluded 
with  a  requeft,  that  any  noble-minded  traveller 
who  Ihould  take  it  down,  or  come  to  the  know- 
ledge of  it,  would,  in  cafe  they  (liould  perifhv 
make  their  endeavours  known  to  the  king.  Witll 
this  paper  they  went  on  Ihcre  with  their  arms,  co^ 
lours,  and  drums,  attended  by  the  cook  with  hii 
kettle,  and  marched  up  to  the  crofs,  near  whicl|' 
the  fire  could  not  come,  on  account  of  its  beih|f 
encompalFed  by  a  bare  fandy  ground.  Tiiere  they 
read  morning  prayers,  and  then  walked  about  tilt 
dinner.  After  which  they  proceeded  to  the  highf- 
eft  hills,  in  order  to  fee  which  way  the  fire  had 
fpread,  when  they  obferved  it  had  extended 
fixteen  miles  to  the  weftward,  and  the  whole 
breadth  of  the  illand.  After  evening  prayers', 
the  captain  as  he  walked  along  the  beach  fidei 
found  an  herb  refembling  fcurvy-grafs,  of  which 
he  had  fome  gathered,  which  being  boiled  with' 
their  meat  fprfupper,  they  found  it  a  moft  agree* 
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llble  food.  They  had  therefore  no  fooner  flipped 
than  they  went  to  fearch  for  more  of  it,  and  car- 
i'ied  off  about  two  bulhels.  The  fun  being  now 
fet,  they  afTembled  and  went  up  to  take  the  lafi; 
view  of  the  graves  of  their  deceafed  companions'^ 
and  having  faftened  the  above  paper,  which  wa^ 
fecurely  wrapped  up  in  lead,  to  the  crofs,  the^ 
took  their  boat,  and  departed,  with  a  view  of  ne- 
ver more  fetting  their  foot  on  the  ifland. 

The  foil  of  this,  and  all  the  other  iflands  heat* 
it,  as  likewife  that  of  the  main,  is  a  light  white 
fand,  covered  over  with  a  white  mofs  ;  it  is  fiiM  of 
ihrubs  and  low  bufhes,  except  fome  hillsand  other 
rpots  that  are  bare  :  in  thefe  places  the  fand  is  dri- 
ven by  the  wind  like  duft.  This  ifland  was  Verbs' 
full  of  trees,  particularly  fpruce  and  juniper  ;  but 
the  biggeft  tree  the  captain  faw  was  only  a  foot 
and  a  half  in  diameter.  They  faw  many  foxes  all 
the  winter,  and  killed  feveral,  but  they  all  went 
away  in  May.  They  had  a  view  alio  of  Ibme 
other  fmall  beafl^s,  and  faw  a  few  bears,  but  killed 
hone  of  them.  In  May  there  came  fome  fowl,  as 
i  lias  been  already  obferved.  and  particularly  ducks 
"  and  geefe,  of  which  they  killed  very  few.  They 
had  alfo  white  partridges  in  fmall  quantities. 

On  the  2d  of  July  they  cheerfully  weighed  an- 
chor, and  flood  over  for  Dan  by  Ifland,  to  take  ii"! 
more  wood,  and  to  be  ready  to  feize  the  fir  ft 
opportunity  of  a  fair  wind.  The  fliip  was  to  all 
appearance  free  from  damage,  and  able  to  lafl 
the  intended  voyage:  the  men  were  in  tolerable 
health,  and  had  ftill  left  a  confidcrable  quantity 
of  the  provifions  brought  from  England. 

On  their  arrival  at  Danby  Idand,  the  captaii'i 
and  fome  of  his  people  went  afliorc,  when  feveral 
Hakes  were  found  driven  into  the  ground  about  a 
foot  and  a  half  deep.  They  were  of  the  thicknelli 
of  a  man's  arm,  and  being  pulled  up,  v/ere  found 
pointed  by  a  hatchet,  or  fome  other  edged  tool ; 
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and  by  them  werB*  lire-brands  half  burnt.  The 
difcovery  increaled  Mr.  James's  defire  to  fpeak 
with  feme  of  the  favages,  by  whom  he  hoped  to 
be  enabled  to  increafe  his  knowledge  of  the  fitua- 
tion  of  thofe  parts  ;  and  perhaps,  to  ftart  fom^. 
commerce  that  might  be  of  advantage  to  his 
country.  But  no  inhabitants  of  any  fort  apj 
peared. 

About  four  in  the  afternoon  he  returned  on 
board  in  the  boat,  which  was  loaded  with  wood ; 
"but  from  the  5th  to  the  22d  they  made  little  way^ 
Ibeing  moft  dreadfully  peftered  and  tormented  with, 
ice,  and  fometinies  they  v;ere'fo  blinded  with  the 
fogs,  that  they  could  not  fee  about  them,  which 
occafioned  their  ftriking  upon  the  ice  with  fuch 
violence,  that  the  cook  and  others  r^n  up  to  the 
deck,  imagining  the  fhip  had  been  beaten  to 
pieces :  fhe  hourly  llruck  fuch  blows,  that  the 
hatches  were  left  open  to  afford  the  men  frequent 
opportunities  of  examining  and  repairing  any 
damage,  and  twenty  times  in  a  day  the  men  would 
run  into  the  hold  to  fee  if  fhe  was  bulged.  At 
other  times,  when  they  had  made  her  faft  in  the 
night  to  a  large  piece  of  ice,  they  had  fuch  vio- 
lent ftorms,  that  their  fattening  broke,  and  they 
were  beat  from  piece  to  piece  in  a  moft  dreadful 
manner.  At  other  times  again,  they  were  faft  in- 
clofed  among  great  pieces  of  ice  as  high  as  their 
poop.  Thefe  large  pieces  were  formed  by  on^ 
piece  running  upon  another,  which  often  made 
them  draw  eight  or  ten  fathoms  water ;  Ijelides 
which,  the  lowermoft  v/ould  rife  from  underneath, 
and  thofe  of  five,  fix,  nay  of  eight  tons  ftrike  th^ 
fhip  under  the  bulge.  Among  thefe  incefTant 
dangers,  the  captain  over-heard  the  men  complain^ 
that  thofe  were  happy  who  had  been  buried  in  the 
jdand,  and  that  if  they  had  a  thoufand  pounds, 
they  would  give  it  to  lie  fairly  by  them,  line? 
they  were  deftined  to  ftarve  upon  a  piece  of  ice. 
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The  captain  liftened  to  them  with  patience,  and 
comforted  them  till  he  found  them  in  a  bettei' 
humour. 

-'  On  the  22d,  after  a  ftormy  night  and  a  thick 
fog  in  the  morning,  the  weather  cleared  up,  and 
they  faw  land,  which  they  knew  to  be  Cape  Hen- 
rietta Maria,  and  inftantly  flood  in  for  it.  In  the 
mean  time  they  made  a  crofs,  to  which  they  fallen- 
ed  the  king's  arms,  and  the  arms  of  the  city  of 
Briftol.  Coming  to  an  anchor  in  fix  fathoms  water, 
within  a  mile  of  the  Ihore,  they  hoifted  out  the 
boat,  and  taking  their  arms  and  dogs  landed,  and 
upon  the  higheft  eminence  ereded  the  crofs.  They 
foon  after  faw  feveral  deer,  but  though  they  ftole 
towards  them,  and  then  fet  on  their  dogs,  the 
deer  ran  off  at  pleafure ;  and  after  having  tired 
both  themfelves  and  the  dogs,  they  were  obliged 
to  leave  off  the  chace,  none  of  the  deer  coming 
within  gun-lliot ;  when  having  taken  half  a  dozen 
young  geefe  on  the  pools  by  wading,  they  re- 
turned to  their  boat,  vexed  at  being  tantalized 
with  the  view  of  refrefhments  which  they  were  un- 
able to  obtain.  As  thcfe  greyhounds  had  been 
very  troublefome  and  mifchievous  on  board  the 
fhip,  the  captain  caufed  them  to  be  left  on  (hore* 
They  were  a  dog  and  a  bitch  of  a  very  good  breed, 
.  and  the  dog  had  a  collar  about  his  neck,  in  order 
that  he  might  be  known  by  future  difcoverers.  In 
this  ifland  they  obferved  no  fign  of  inhabitants. 

In  the  evening  they  returned  on  board,  and 
flood  out  to  fea  in  order  to  weather  the  Cape: 
and  it  proving  a  moon-light  night,  they  proceeded 
among  great  pieces  of  ice  ;  but  at  length  finding 
many  of  them  as  dangerous  as  rocks,  they  let  fall 
an  anchor,  and  all  the  men  were  ordered  upon 
deck  to  man  the  poles,  to  each  of  which  there  was 
a  necellity  of  having  four  men,  though  it  often 
oyer-powercd  their  utmolt  cflorts,  and  came  with 
Violent  fliocks  againfl  the  fliip's  fides.     However, 
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^t  break  of  day,  th^ey  weighed  and  fought  all  ways 
of  clearing  themfelves  of  the  ice. 

In  extremities  of  this  kind  they  laboured  fome 
weeks,  giving  and  receiving  near  500  dreadful 
blows  in  a  day  ;  fometinaes  uiing  their  fails,  and 
at  others  having  recourfe  to  their  anchors,  when 
they  could  get  a  little  open  water,  in  order  to 
fulFer  the  ice  to  drive  to  the  leeward.  At  other 
times  they  were  inclofed  among  it,  when  it  would 
break  and  rife  in  fuch  a  manner  as  made  them 
^yery  moment  expe6l  to  be  beaten  to  pieces  ;  be- 
fides  they  had  fuch  llorms  in  the  dark  nights  as 
broke  their  moorings  to  thofe  large  pieces  to  which 
they  faftened  for  their  fecurity  in  the  night. 

At  length  the  ihip  became  fo  very  leaky,  that 
they  were  obh'ged  to  pump  every  half  watch,  upon 
which  the  captain  called  a  council,  when  it  being 
the  general  opinion  that  it  was  impoffible  to  pro- 
ceed on  account  of  the  ice,  the  captain  refolved, 
that  when  the  wind  blew  the  ice  of  the  fouth- 
Ihore,  he  would  then  feek  to  get  between  the  ice 
and  the  land.  This  he  knew  to  be  a  defperate 
refolution,  all  the  coaft  being  Ihoal  and  foul 
ground,  filled  with  rocks  and  ftones;  but  the  win4 
turning  to  the  fouth,  he  foon  put  this  project  into 
execution. 

On  the  firft  of  Auguft  they  were  again  forced  to 
ftruggle  with  the  ice,  and  the  wind  being  con- 
trary, were  obliged  to  come  to  an  anchor  near  the 
fliore,  when  many  pieces  of  ice  were  aground  in 
ihoal  water,  and  few  of  them  at  a  gre3.ter  diftance 
from  the  other  than  a  cable's  length.  The  next 
day  they  were  inclofed  with  extraordinary  large 
pieces,  and  it  being  a  thick  fog,  they  made  the 
(hip  faft  to  one  of  them. 

On  the  3d,  4th,  and  5th,  they  were  flill  in- 
clofed, and  it  blew  fuch  a  ftorm  of  wind,  that  en- 
deavouring to  get  forward  to  the  weftward,  the 
fhip  ftruck  fuch  heavy  blows  as  made  ail  the  fore- 


A  NORTH-WEST  PASSAGE.  2  2^ 

part  crack.  Upon  this  they  left  off  working, 
when  the  ice  broke  and  rofe  under  them,  which 
put  them  in  as  grea:t  danger  as  they  \vere  in  before. 
The  fhip  now  made  a  ton  of  water  every  watch, 
which  they  pumped  out  before  they  engaged  in 
any  other  employment.  On  the  fifth  at  noon 
they  were  in  55*^  latitude,  at  12  leagues  diftance 
from  Cape  Henrietta  Maria,  which  was  all  they 
had  gained  iince  the  2 2d  of  July.  All  night  it 
blew  a  violent  ftorm  at  north -north -weft,  and 
about  midnight,  the  havvfer,  which  they  had  faft- 
ened  to  a  piece  of  ice,  broke,  and  they  loft  four 
fathoms  of  it.  The  fliip  beat  all  night,  in  a  raoft 
dreadful  manner,  being  tolled  from  piece  to  piece, 
becaufe  the  captain  durft  not  venture  to  let  his 
men  go  on  the  ice  in  the  dark,  for  fear  of  lofing 
them.  The  ftorm  continued  all  the  next  day, 
and  again  drove  them  with  the  ice  almoft  to  the 
Cape. 

The  feventh  was  the  moft  comfortable  day  they 
had  enjoyed  fmce  tlieir  leaving  Charlton  Ifland, 
for  the  wind  turned  to  the  eaft,  and  they  at  length 
got  into  open  water.  Their  dangers  were,  how- 
ever, far  from  being  over.  The  wind  foon  ftiifted 
and  a  range  of  ice  drove  towards  them  ;  but 
though  they  prevented  its  falling  foul  of  them, 
they  were  in  a  little  time  furrounded  by  it,  and  all 
their  hopes  of  fafety  deftroyed.     They  no  fooner 

t|  recovered  from  this  diftrefs  than  they  were  involv- 
ed in  others  ;  ftioals  of  ice,  ftorms,   and  fog5,  ftill 

;;  feeming  to  confpirc  their  dcitru6tion,  till  on  the 

\\  19th  of  Auguft  they  had  palled  the  imminent 
dangers,  to  which  they  had  been  expofcd  for  fix 
weeks  together  from  the  ice. 

The  captain  now  refumcd  his  defign  of  at- 
tempting the   difcovery  of  a   north -weft   pallage  ; 

'  gnd  therel'ore  looked  into  Cary's  Sw.m's  neft  and 

VOL.  IV.  V   f 
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Ne  plus  ultra.  On  the  24th  he  made  Nottingham 
ifland  ;  but  at  eight  in  the  evening  it  began  to 
blow  a  very  ftifFgale,  and  at  night  they  had  a  vio- 
lent ftorm,  which  continued  all  night  and  the  next 
day  till  the  evening.  On  the  26th  by  two  in  the 
morning  they  were  fuddenly  got  among  the  ice, 
when  the  moon  fliining  they  perceived  it,  and 
would  have  flayed  the  fhip  ;  but  it  wasfo  thick  to 
the  windward  and  fo  near  that  they  durft  not.  She 
therefore  ftruck  upon  the  ice  with  great  violence, 
and  in  the  morning  they  could  fee  from  the  top-, 
maft-head  a  vaft  quantity  of  it  to  the  north-weft,, 
and  round  by  the  fouth  to  the  eaft,  which  filling, 
them  all  with  great  concern,  the  captain  called  a, 
confultation  of  officers.  Upon  this,  they  gave  him 
their  unanimous  opinion  in  writing,  that  no  ad- 
vantage could  be  obtained  by  continuing  longer 
in  thofe  feas,  in  confequence  of  which  he  ordered 
his  pilot  to  fteer  for  England,  and  they  purfued 
their  courfe  generally  blinded  with  fogs,  and 
fnowy  and  frofty  weather,  among  difperfed  pieces 
of  ice,  many  of  which  were  higher  than  the  top-, 
maft-head,  and  on  the  30th  of  this  month  were  iiv 
thenarroweft  partof  the  ftreight. 

In  the  beginning  of  September  they  cleared  the 
ftreights,  after  palling  many  mountains  of  ice  ofj 
incredible  height,  far  exceeding  any  they  had  yeti 
feen,   and   the  cold  fo  exceffive,  that  it  was  with^ 
difficulty  the  men  could  take  in  the  top  and  fprit-?. 
fail  in  the  evening.     On  the  8th  they  had  a  tum-d 
bling  fea,  the  wind  coming   in  fqualls,  and  the^ 
fhip  rolling  to  fuch  a  degree  that  they  were  afraid  , 
Ihe  would  have  brought  her  niafts  by  the  board  j; 
befides,  her  feams  gaped  fo   much,  that  they  all 
lay  wet,  and  her  leaks  required  a  conflant  atten- 
tion to  the  pump.     However,  after  this  day  they; 
faw  no  more  ice,  and  having  a  favourable  windj^ 
came  to  an  anchor  in  Briftol  Road  on  the  22d  of 
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'106tober.  The  fhip  being  brought  into  harbour, 
and  put  into  a  dry  dock,  it  appeared  miraculous 
that  fhe  had  been  able  to  perform  her  voyage,  for 
ihe  had  loft  14  feet  of  her  keel :  all  her  cut-water, 
and  great  part  of  her  fheathing  were  beaten  and 
torn  away  ;  her  bows  were  bruifed  and  broken, 
many  of  her  timbers  cracked,  and  in  one  place 
the  Iharp  rocks  had  cut  through  the  Iheathing, 
the  planks,  and  an  inch  and  an  half  into  one  of 
the  timbers. 


THE 


VOYAGE 
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HENRT     ELLIS,      gentlemeij  . 


FOR      THE 


DISCOVERY  OF  A  NORTH- W^'EST  PASSAGE  TO 
THE  SOUTH-SEAS. 


Containing,  befides  his  various  adventures,  a  defcription  of  the 
countries  he  difcovered,  the  manners  and  cuftoms  of  the  na- 
tives,  &c. 


JL  HE  nation  was  fo  alarmed  at  the  misfor 
tunes  and  diftreffes  fufFered  by  Captain  James  and 
his  crew,  that  no  attempts  were  made  for  the  dif- 
covery  of  a  north-weft  paifage,  for  upwards  of  30 
years  ;    but  at  length  many  others  took  place; 
though  with  equal  ill  fuccefs.     At  laft  a  difpute  ^ 
arifmg  between  Arthur  Dobbs,  Efq.  and  Captain; 
Middleton,  in  relation  to  a  voyage  made  for  the : 
fame  purpofe   by  the  latter,  many  generous  and  | 
public-fpirited  perfons  opened  a  fubfcription  for/; 
another  trial,  and  for  that  purpofe  raifed  10, cool.  | 
while  the  legiilature  encouraged  the  undertakers,  , 
by  offering  a  reward  of  20,oool.   in  cafe  the  dif- . 
covery  fiiould  be  made. 

For  this  purpofe  the  Dobbs  galley  of  180  tons 
commanded  by  Mr.  William  Moor,  and  the  Cali- 
fornia of  140  tons  burthen,  under  the  command  of 
Mr.  Francis  Smith,  were  fitted  out  and  fupplied 
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,  with  a  fufficient  quantity  of  provifions,  military 
i  and  naval  ftores ;  alfo  extraordinary  wages  agreed 
'  to  be  given  to  all  concerned  ;  and  that  no  encou- 
ragement might  be  wanting,  in  cafe  of  fuccefs, 
the  captains  were  to  have  five  hundred  pounds ; 
each  mate  two  hundred  pounds,  and  every  other 
officer  a  reward  fuitable  to  his  ftation. 

At  the  time  when  the  expedition  was  refolved  to 
be  undertaken,  1  (fays  Mr.  Ellis)  was  in  Italy; 
and  upon  my  return  to  England,  had  ho  intima- 
tion about  it,  till  I  was  accidentally  informed  of 
it  at  Hertford  ;  when  the  concern  I  exprelFed  on 
this  occaiion,  and  the  paiTion  I  fliewed  for  an  op- 
portunity of  exerting  myfelf  in  fo  glorious  a  de- 
;,  lign,  having  reached  the  ears  of  fome  of  the  prin- 
^  cipal  proprietors,  I  was  font  for,  and  it  was  agreed 
'  that  I  fhould  go  the  voyage  in  quality  of  agent  for 
the  committee,  without  being  under  the  command 
of  any  officer  on  board,  to  make  cxa(5l;  draughts  of 
all  the  new  difcovered  country,  to  mark  the  found- 
ings, to  examine  the  faltncfs  of  the  water,  to 
obferve  the  variation  of  the  compafs,  and  to  collect 
metals,  minerals,  and  all  kinds  of  natural  curio- 
fities  ;  and  fo  great  was  my  eagernefs  to  engage  in 
this  expedition,  that  in  eighteen  hours  from  the 
time  this  a  (fair  was  fettled,  1  was  actually  on  board 
at  Gravefcnd. 

Among  the  inftrucflions  given  by  the  committee, 
we  were  to  avoid  giving  the  leaft  difpleafurc  to  the 
ij  natives,  and  to  brmg  none  of  them  away  by  force; 
but  if  they  fhould  olfer  thcmfelves  voluntarily  in 
exchange  for  others  left  in  the  country,  they  were 
to  be  brought  to  England,  while  fuch  as  flayed 
were  to  be  allowed  trifles  to  prefent  to  the  natives, 
in  order  to  conciliate  their  eficcm  ;  witii  feeds  for 
gardcn-ilulF  and  trees  not  found  in  thofe  parts, 
and  paper,  pens  and  ink,  to  make  obfc-rvations  on 
the  country. 
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The  Ihips  faileH   from  Gravefend  on  the  20th 
of  May,  i74<J;  and  fleering  by  the  eaft  coaft  of 
England,  pafTed   by  the  illands  on  the  north  af 
Scotland.     Nothing  occured  but  the  common  cir- 
cumftances  of  wind  and  weather,  till  the  21ft  at 
night,  when  a  terrible  fire  broke  out  in  the  great 
cabin  of  the  Dobbs,  and  quickly   made  its   pro- 
grefs  to  the  powder  room,  which  was  directly  un- 
derneath it,  where  there  were  no  lefs  than  thirty  | 
or  forty   barrels  of  gun-powder,   befides  candles,} 
fpirits,    matches,  and  other  combuflibles.     It  is 
impoffible  to  exprefs  the  confulion  and  confterna- 
lion  of  the  whole  crew  :  every  one  on  board  had 
the  greateft  reafon  to  expe6t  that  moment,  or  the 
next  atmoft,  was  his  laft.     You  might  on  thisoc- 
cafion  hear  all  the  varieties  of  fea  eloquence  :  cries, 
prayers,  curfes,  and  fcolding,  mingled  together  j 
yet  this  did  not  prevent  proper  meafures  being 
taken  to  fave  the  Ihip  and  our  lives.     Water  in  I 
great  abundance  was  properly  applied,  and  every | 
other  method  ufed   by  thofe   who  ftill  preferved 
their  reafon.     As  to   ihe   crew   in  general,  their 
apprehenlions  fuggefted  a  variety  of  expedients, 
■which  they,  one  moment  endeavoured  to  execute,] 
and  the  next  abandoned,  through  diftradion  and 
defpair.      Some  were   for  hoifting  out   the  boats,! 
and  accordingly  the  ladies  were,  cut  ;  but  none 
had  patience  to  hoift  them  out  ;  others  were  for 
fetting  more  fail  to  come  up  with  the  California, 
which  was  at  a  great  diftance  ahead,  that,  if  any 
fl)ould  be  alive  after  the  ihip's  being  blown  up; 
they  might  have  a  chance  of  laving  themfelves  on' 
board.     Chimerical  as   this   was,  the   reefs  were' 
turned  out  of  the  top  fails,  which  were  with  great'; 
difficulty   properly    fet.     In    the  midft   of  all  this- 
hurry,  the  man  at   the  helm,  refie6ling  that  the 
lire   and   powder  were  directly   under  him,  wasi 
quite  diftraded,  and  thoughtiefs  of  his  charge  ;  fol 


A  NORTH-WEST  PASSAGE.  23? 

that  imagination  cannot  paint  a  wilder  fcene  than 
was  now  exhibited.  The  Ihip  was  ahead  to  the 
wind,  the  fails  ihaking  with  a  noife  like  thunder  ; 
file  then  turned,  and  ran  right  before  it,  and  con- 
tinued rolling,  while  every  body  waited  in  an  agony 
for  the  blaft  that  was  to  put  an  end  to  their  fears 
and  perplexities  :  but  at  length  the  fire  was  happi- 
ly extinguiflied,  to  the  inexpreflible  joy  of  ail  on 
board. 

On  the  27th  we  fell  in  with  great  quantities  of 
low  ice,  and  for  fonie  time  after  palFed  through 
abundance  of  drift  wood  ;  that  is,  pretty  large 
timber  floating  at  fea,  and  on  the  fixth  of  July  be- 
gan to  fall  in  with  thofe  mountains  of  ice  that  are 
always  met  with  near  Hudfou's  Strejghts.  This 
mountainous  ice  is  of  a  prodigious  bulk,  and  if 
I  fliould  fay  that  it  is  fometimes  live  or  fix  hundred 
yards  thick,  I  am  fatisfied  I  fliould  not  exceed  the 
truth.  On  the  eighth  of  July  we  made  the  ifland 
of  RefoUition,  in  the  mouth  of  the  (treights,  when 
the  fogs  fuddenly  clearing  up,  prevented  our  going 
on  fliore,  and  our  veilels  being  broke  to  pieces 
upon  the  rocks. 

At  thefe  i (lands  three  large  and  twenty-fixfmall 
canoes  full  of  Efkimaux  Indians  came  on  board  to 
trade  with  us,  bringing  whale-bone  and  feal  (kins, 
in  exchange  for  wliich  we  gave  them  hatchets, 
laws,  gimblets,  &c.  We  made  a  confiderable 
prolit  by  our  dealing  with  them,  and  they  were 
(o  well  pleafcd  witli  this  traffic,  that  both  the  men 
and  women  were  very  .eager  in  dripping  them- 
(('Ives  almoft  naked,  that  they  might  fell  thcii* 
clothes,  which  they  did  for  knives  and  pieces  of 
iron. 

The  word  E(kimaux  is  derived  from  an  Indian 
term  that  fignKies,  an  eater  of  raw  Hcfli,  towiiicli 
is  added  a  French  termination.  Indeed  they  are 
tlic  only  nation  hitherto  known  that  eat  animal 
flelh  ablblutcly  raw,  and  thib,  with  their   having; 
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beards,  which  no  other  of  the  American  Indians 

have,  makes  them  believed  to  be  the  fame  peo- 
ple with  the  Green  landers.  They  are  of  a  middle 
lize,  robult,  and  inclinable  to  be  frt  ;  their  heads 
are  large,  and  their  faces  round,  flat,  and  fwar- 
thy  ;  their  eyes  are  blade,  fmall  and  fparkling  ; 
their  nofes  flat,  their  lips  thick,  and  their  hair 
black  and  lank  ;  their  ihoulders  are  broad,  and 
tiieir  limbs  proportionable  :  but  their  feet  are  ex- 
traordinary fmall.  Their  behaviour  is  cheerful 
and  fprightly :  but  they  feem  to  be  very  fubtle, 
cunning,  and  deceitful,  great  flatterers,  and  much 
addicted  to  pilfer  from  {grangers  ;  eafily  rendered 
bold  by  encouragement,  but  as  eafily  frightened. 
They  are  extremely  attached  to  their  own  cuf- 
toms:  fome  who  have  been  taken  prifoners  by  the 
fouthern  Indians  when  they  were  boys,  and  brought 
to  the  fa6lones,  have  for  feveral  years  regretted 
their  abfence  from  their  native  country.  One  of 
them,  after  having  been  fed  upon  Englifh  diet, 
being  prefent  when  an  Englifliman  was  cutting  up 
a  feal,  from  which  the  train-oil  ran  very  plenti- 
fully, licked  up  what  he  could  fave  with  his  handsi 
crying,  *'  Ah  !  commend  me  to  my  dear  country; 
"  where  I  could  get  my  belly  full  of  this." 

The  mens  clothes  are  of  feal  fltins,  and  fome- 
times  of  the  fl^ins  of  land  and  fea  fowl  fewed  to- 
gether ;  each  of  their  coats  has  a  hood  like 
a  capuchin;  it  is  quite  clofe  from  the  breaft  be- 
fore like  a  fiiirt,  and  reaches  no  lower  than  the 
middle  of  the  thigh  ;  the  breeches  are  clofe  before 
and  behind,  gathered  like  a  piuTe  with  a  firing, 
and  tied  about  their  wailis  :  they  have  feveral  pair 
oF  boots  and  focks,  which  they  wear  one  over  an- 
other, to  keep  them  warm  and  dry. 

The  diflerence  between  the  drefs  of  the  men 
and  the  women- is,  that  the  latter  have  a  narrow 
flap  behind  to  tlieir  jackets  that  reaches  to  their 
heels.     Their  hoods  are  alfo   larger  and    wider 
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('ftt:  the  fhoiilders,  for  the  fake  of  carrying  theil? 
thildren  in  them  at  their  backs ;  and  their  boots 
afe  a  great  deal  wider^  and  commonly  ftuck  out 
with  whale-bone  ;  becaufe  when  they  want  to  put 
k  child  out  of  their  arms,  they  flip  it  into  one  of 
their  boots  till  they  can  take  it  up  again.  Some 
few  of  them  wear  Ihifts  of  feals  bladders  fewed 
together,  in  nearly  the  fame  form  with  thofe  in. 
Europe.  In  general^  their  clothes  are  fewed 
very  neatly :  this  is  performed  with  an  ivory 
needle,  and  the  fmews  of  deer  fplit  line  and 
ufed  for  thread.  They  difcover  a  good  deal  of 
tafte  in  adorning  them  with  ftripes  of  different 
jcoloured  fkins  fewed  in  the  manner  of  borders^ 
cuffs  and  t-obings  for  their  clothes,  which  all  to^ 
gether  appear  handfome,  as  well  as  convenient. 

Their  fnow  eyes,  as  they  properly  call  thenii 
are  eriually  well  contrived.  Thefe  ate  bits  of 
wood,  or  ivory,  neatly  formed,  to  cover  the  organs 
of  fight,  and  tied  at  the  back  of  the  head :  in 
each  piece  are  two  flits  of  the  fame  length  with 
the  eyes,  but  narrow ;  through  which  they  fee 
very  diftinftly.  This  invention  prevents  fnow- 
blindnefs,  a  very  grievous  and  painful  diflemper, 
occalioned  by  the  brightnefs  of  the  light  reflected 
by  the  fnow  upon  the  ice,  more  efpecially  in  the 
fpring.  Their  uk  ftrengthens  the  fight  prodi- 
gioufly,  and  becomes  fo  habitual,  that  when  they 
would  obferve  an  obje6l  at  a  great  diflance,  they 
commonly  look  through  them,  as  we  do  through 
tejefcopes. 

The  fame  fpirit  of  invention  is  f^en  if»  their 
inftruments  for  filhing  and  fowling.  Their  dart* 
and  harpoons  are  well  made,  as  are  alfo  their 
bows  and  arrows.  1  hey  are  very  dextrous  in  the 
management  of  their  canoes,  which  are  of  a  con- 
ftru<5tion  very  fuitable  to  their  occafions,  eafy  of 
•^  irriage,  and  quick  in  motion:  their  frames  ar^ 
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made  of  wood  or  whalebone,  covered  all  over 
with  feal  Ikin  parchment,  except  a  hole  in  the 
middle,  which  has  a  rim  of  whale- bone  or  wood 
round  it,  to  prevent  the  water  running  in  from 
the  deck,  affording  only  room  for  one  man  to  lit 
in,  his  feet  being  llretched  forward ;  and  fome- 
times  the  fkin  is  laced  about  his  waift  at  the  rim 
above  mentioned,  which  efFeftually  Ihuts  out  the 
water.  They  rub  the  feams  with  a  kind  of  glue 
or  pitch  made  of  feals  blubber.  In  thcfe  boats 
they  carry  ther  little  conveniences  and  inftruments 
for  killing  whales,  fea  horfes,  fea  unicorns,  feals, 
&c.  They  likewife  carry  flings  and  ftones  in  their 
canoes,  with  which  they  can  do  execution  at  a 
great  diftance.  Their  harpoons  are  headed  and 
pointed  with  fea  horfe  teeth  ;  the  upper  end  ferves 
to  fpear  the  whales,  or  other  large  animals,  when 
they  are  ftruck,  the  more  readily  to  difpatch  them : 
the  lower  end  is  made  ufe  of  to  ftrike  the  iilh,  and 
introduce  into  his  body  a  barb  tipped  with  iron, 
which  remains  there,  whilft  the  other  part  of  the 
harpoon  difengages  itfelf  readily,  and  comes  out* 
To  this  barb  is  faftened  a  thong  of  fea  horfe  hide, 
at  the  end  of  which  is  a  feal  ikin  blown  up  ;  this 
ferves  as  a  buoy  to  Ihew  where  the  whale  is  when 
he  goes  down,  and  prodigioufly  fatigues  him  in 
fwimming.  As  foon  as  he  expires,  they  with  their 
canoes  tow  him  afliore,  and  ftrip  him  of  his  fat, 
•which  ferves  them  for  food,  and  to  burn  in  their 
lamps,  during  the  winter. 

Befides  the  above  canoes  for  the  men,  which 
are  fliarp  at  each  end,  about  twenty  feet  long,  and 
two  feet  broad,  they  have  boats  much  larger,  that 
are  open,  and  rowed  by  the  women,  and  though 
made  of  the  fame  materials  as  the  former,  will 
carry  above  twenty  perfons. 

On  the  17th,  the  ice  being  very  thick  about  us, 
■we  made  faft  to  the  largeft  piece  we  could  find,  with 
feveral  ice  anchors  and  ropes,  and  the  crew  of 
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the  California,  as  well  as  we  in  the  Dobbs  galley, 
filled  our  empty  cafks  with  frefii  water  out  of  the 
ponds  that  are  commonly  found  upon  the  ice. 
Two  days  after  the  ice  opening,  we  got  under  an 

(  eafy  fail,  and  proceeding  through  vaft  quantities  of 
it,  at  length  reached  Marble  iiland,  from  whence 
the  long  boats  of  each  fliip  were  fent,  commanded 

I  by  the  chief  mates,  with  whom  I  went  to  obferve 
every  circumftance  relating  to  the  tides,  and  what- 
ever might  furnilh  any  lights  towards  the  dilcovcry 

t  of  a  paliage.  We  faw  feveral  coniiderable  open- 
ings to  the  weftward  of  this  ifland,  and  found  that 
the  flood-tide  came  from  the  north -eaft,  the  courfe 
of  the  coaft.  We  returned  and  made  our  report 
on  the  16th  of  Auguft,  on  which  a  council  being 
held,  it  was  agreed  to  defer  any  farther  attempt 
to  make  a  difcovery  till  the  next  fummer,  and  to 
fteer  to  Port  Nelfon,  it  being  preferable  to  any 
other  place  in  Hudfon's  Bay,  on  account  of  its 
being  thefooneft  cleared  of  ice,  and  its  abounding 
with  wood,  venifon,,  and  other  game. 

The  centre  of  Marble  Ifland  lies  in  the  latitude 
of  62°.  55'.  north,  and  in  92'^.  weft  longitude 
from  London.  It  is  fituated  near  the  eailern  coaft 
of  Hudfon's  Bay,  at  the  entrance  of  the  Welcome  : 
its  greatell  length  from  eaft  to  well  is  fix  leagues, 
and  it  is  two  or  three  miles  in  breadth.  It  is  high 
at  the  weft  end,  and  low  at  the  eaft.  The  land  is 
one  continued  rock  of  a  hard  white  kind  of  marble, 
interfpcrfed  in  fome  places  with  fpots  of  dilFercnt 
coloured  ftone,  as  black,  blue,  and  green.  The 
tops  of  the  hills  are  prodigioufiy  rent  and  (liattered, 
and  numbers  of  huge  rocks  are  confufed'y  huddled 
together,  under  which  are  deep  caverns,  whence 
ilFues  a  great  noife  rcfembling  the  rolling  of  waves. 
By  the  water  that  oozes  out  of  the  clefts,  there 
feem  to  be  mines  of  copper  and  other  ores  ;  for  in 
one  place  it  was  green,  and  tailed  like  verdigreafe, 
and  in  another  perfectly  red,  dying  the  ft^ncs  over 


13^  ELLIS'S  VOYAGE  TO  DISCOVER 

which  it  pafled  oT  the  fame  hue.  In  the  valleys* 
was  a  (hallow  foil  of  turf,  and  but  little  herbage  ;> 
but  in  feveral  pools  of  frefh  water  were  fwansand 
ducks,  and  hard  by  fome  deer  grazing.  The  only 
harbour  is  at  the  fouth-weft  part  of  the  ifland,  the 
entrance  of  which  is  but  narrow  and  Ihoaly ;  but 
within,  it  is  capacious  enough  to  hold  an  hundred 
fail. 

In  our  paflage,  from  this  iiland  to  Port  Neifon, 
we  had  bluftering  weather,  attended  witli  fnow, 
ileet,  and  thick  fogs.  We  arrived  in  fight  of  the 
fhoals  of  that  river,  which  are  very  dangerous,  on 
the  25th  of  Auguft,  and  the  next  day,  the  weather 
being  fine  and  moderate,  the  boats  of  each  lliip 
were  fent  ^head  to  found,  and  to  ere6t  a  flag  as  a 
jnark  to  fail  over  the  flats  at  the  mouth  of  the 
fouthern  braneh,  or  Hayes's  River.  The  Califor- 
nia, got  fafe  to  an  anchor,  but  the  Dobbs  came 
aground  on  the  flats,  and  had  it  blown  hard,  muft 
Inevitably  have  been  loft.  The  governor  under 
the  Hudfon's  Bay  company  ,  cruelly  feized  thi-s 
opportunity  to  complete  our  difirefs^  and  fent  his 
boat  and  people  to  cut  down  the  beacon,  which 
was  the  only  proper  mark  to  guide  us  into  a  place 
offafety,  if  we  could  be  fo  happy  as  to  get  the 
fhip  afloat,  as  we  did  the  next  day,  when  we  got 
to  an  anchor  near  the  California. 

As  we  had  intended  to  winter  at  Port  Neifon, 
the  boats  of  each  fliip  were  fent  to  examine  that 
river,  which  is  the  flneft  in  Hudfon's  Bay.  It 
being  navigable  for  many  leagues,  and  having  a 
communication  with  the  great  lakes  behind  Ca- 
nada; the  moft  advantageous  trade  might  be  carrii 
ed  on  upon  it,  provided  fettlements  were  made 
thirty  leagues  up,  where  the  climate  may  be  juftl}/ 
fiiled  temperate.  This  river  lies  in  57^.  30'. 
latitude  j  it  is  about  two  leagues  wide  at  the  en- 
trance, with  a  very  good  channel  about  a  mile- 
l^rpad.     Its  banks  are  low  and  covered  with  large 
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woods,  chiefly  of  fpruce,  fir,  poplar,  birch,  larch, 
and  willow  ;  and  abound  with  deers,  hares,  rab- 
bits, geefe,  ducks,  fwans,  partridges,  pheafants, 
plover,  and  many  other  fowl,  in  their  proper 
feafons;  as  alfo  variety  of  fifli  in  great  plenty. 
Thefe  advantages  couid  not  however  tempt  the 
captains  to  repafs  the  fhoals  and  expofe  the  fhips 
to  danger  in  entering  the  proper  channel :  we 
therefore  ran  three  miles  up  Hayes's  River,  and 
then  landed  fome  of  our  ftores  to  lighten  the  fhips, 
and  moored  them  in  a  fafe  creek  five  miles  above 
York  Fort. 

We  now  turned  our  thoughts  on  the  methods 
necellary  for  our  prefervation,  and  being  feniible 
that  the  feverity  of  the  cold  would  render  it  impof- 
fible  to  live  on  board  the  Ihips,  fome  of  the  people 
were  employed  in  cutting  fire-wood,  and  others  in 
building  log-tents.  This  contrivance,  I  fuppofe, 
was  borrowed  from  the  natives  ;  they  were  made 
of  trees  cut  about  16  feet  long,  raifed  clofe  toge- 
ther, their  ends  lying  one  againft  another  at  the 
top,  and  extending  at  the  bottom,  in  the  form  of 
the  roof  a  country  houfe.  The  vacancies  between 
thofe  logs  were  ftutfed  with  mofs,  and  that  being 
plaftered  over  with  clay,  made  a  warm  hut;  the 
door  was  low  and  fmall,  there  was  a  fire-place  in 
the  middle^  and  a  hole  over  it  to  let  out  the 
fmoke. 

The  grand  bufinefs  was  building  an  houfe  for 
the  officers,  and  we  chofe  a  fituation  that  was 
equally  pleafant  and  convenient ;  it  was  on  an 
eminence  furrounded  with  trees  ;  the  main  river 
was  half  a  mile  diftant  to  tiie  north -wcfi  ;  near  the 
fame  diftance  was  the  creek  where  our  (hi{)s  lay  ; 
at  about  one  hundred  and  fifty  yards  to  the  frontj, 
was  a  handlbme  bafon  of  water,  called  the  Beaver 
Creek,  which  in  profpe6i,  looked  like  a  grand 
canal  ;  and  we  were  protected  from  the  north  and 
north-eafl  winds  by  thick  and  tall  woods. 
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The  fituation  iSling  chofen,  I  drew  the  plan  of 
our  intended  manfion^  which  was  approved.  The 
houfe  was  to  be  twenty-eight  feet  long,  and  eight- 
teen  broad ;  it  was  to  have  one  ftory,  the  lower 
room  fix,  and  the  upper  feven  feet  high  ;  the 
captains  and  fome  of  the  principal  officers  were  to 
lie  above,  and  the  remainder  below^  with  the  fu- 
balterns  and  fervants.  The  door  was  to  be  in 
the  middle  of  the  front,  five  feet  high,  and  three 
broad,  with  four  fmall  windovvS  above  flairs,  and 
theftove  was  to  be  placed  in  the  centre,  that  every 
body  might  equally  partake  of  its  heat.  Thefe 
matters  being  thus  adjufted,  ail  hands  were  fet  to 
■work  ;  trees  were  cut  down  and  hewed,  planks, 
fawed,  and  the  walls  begun  by  placing  one  log- 
upon  another  with  mofs  between. 

The  weather  was  now  exceffive  cold  and  Hayes's 
River  being  frozen  quite  hard,  v;e  had  fome  ex -i 
perience  of  what  was   to   be   expected  from    an 
Hudfon's  Bay  winter.    On  the  fecond  of  November 
we  could  not  keep  the  ink  from  freezing  at  the^ 
fire.     The  next  day  all  the  bottled  beer  was  froze"; 
folid,   though  packed  up  in  tow,  and  near  a  good 
fire.     On  the  6th  the  cold  becoming  infupportab!e| 
abroad,    the  lliilors  Vvere  diftributed   among  the 
feveral  huts,  which  were  placed  in  the  woods,  and 
the  captains  and  officers,  ^c.  went  to  live  in  their?? 
new  houfe,  which  was  chriftened  in   the  fea  way, 
Montague  Houfe,  in  honour  of  his  grace  the  Duke 
of  Montague,  who  was  one  of  the  fubfcribers  to 
this  expedition. 

About  this  time  we  put  on  our  winter  drefs,; 
which  confilled  of  a  robe  of  beavers  fkins,  that 
reached  to  our  heels,  and  two  waiftcoats  under  it, 
a  cap  and  mittens  of  the  fame,  lined  with  flannel, 
a  pair  of  Indian  (dockings  over  our  yarn  ones, 
made  of  broad  cloth  or  leather,  which  reached  up 
to  the  mid-thigh,  with  flioes  of  foft  tanned  moole 
or  elk  fldn,  under  which  we  wore  two  or  three  pair 
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f^f  blanket  or  thick  duffil  focks  ;  and  a  pair  of 
fnovv  fnoes,  about  five  feet  long,  and  eighteen 
inches  wide^  to  prevent  our  finking  in  the  fnow, 
completed  our  drefs.  This  is  the  garb  of  the 
"Indians,  v/ho  have  taught  it  the  Englilh,  and  no- 
thing can  be  better  contrived  both  for  convenience 
and  ufe  ;  for  when  thus  equipped,  we  were  able  to 
•ftand  the  keenell  cold  that  happened  during  the 
winter. 

Our  utmoft  Ikill  and  induftry  were  now  exerted  in 
forming  fnares  to  catch  rabbits,  and  in  Ihooting 
■partridges,  which  were  fo  numerous  that  a  good 
'markfman  might  kill  fixty  or  eighty  in  a  day.  The 
animals  of  the  fur  kind  are  caught  in  traps  of 
■different  forts,  or  in  nets;  and  thus  the  beaver  is 
•moft  commonly  taken  :  they  fpread  and  dry  their 
•Ikins  in  the  fun,  and  eat  the  flelh,  which  is  very 
fat  and  delicious. 

Keen  frofts  continued  all  the  month  of  Novem- 
ber. When  the  wind  was  wefterly  or  foutherly, 
the  cold  was  very  fupportable ;  but  on  its  changing 
to  the  north-weft  or  north-eaft,  it  immediately 
became  excelllve  lliarp,  and  was  often  attended 
with  a  fort  of  fnow  like  grains  of  fand,  that 
drifted  in  the  wind  in  clouds  from  every  plain, 
and  made  it  dangerous  to  be  out  upon  the  river, 
or  any  flat  place  ;  for  this  drift  fnow  is  commonly 
fo  thick  that  one  can  fcarcely  fee  twenty  yards  ; 
every  path  is  levelled  by  it,  and  Ibmetimcs  people 
have  wandered  in  the  utmoft  danger  of  being  froze 
•to  death  for  hours  together  upon  the  ice  of  the 
l-iver,  within  half  a  mile  of  the  factory,  without 
being  able  to  find  tiieir  way  to  it. 

Severe  cold  was  however  felt  only  about  four 

or  five  days  in  a  month,  and  generally  towards  the 

^  full  and  change  of  the  moon,  which  has  a  great 

f  influence  on   the  weather  in  thefe  parts.     But  at 

other  times,  though  there  is  continued  hard  frofr, 

the  weather  is  plealant  enough. 
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The  men  now  ^egan  to  fetch  their  provifidli^ 
weekly  from   the   lliips ;    but   ufed   little  in  the 
beginning  of  the  feafon>  while  there  were  plenty 
of  rabbits  ;  nay,  they  in  a  good  meafure  fupplied 
lis  at  Montague  Houfe  with  them.     What  they 
carried    backward   or  forward,    they  drew   after 
them  upon  fmall  Hedges  made  of  about  a  dozen 
thin  ftaves  joined  together,  four  in  breadth,  and 
turned  up  at  one  end,  the  better  to  Hide  over  the 
fnow.      One   man   could    convenieiitly   draw   on 
fuch  a  fledge  above  an  hundred  weight,  fifteen  oi' 
fixteen  miles  in  one  day.     The  dogs  of  this  coun- 
try are  of  the  fize  of  common  maftiffs  ;  they  never 
bark,  but  growl   when  they  are  provoked  ;  they 
are  the  only  beafts  of  burden  ufed  by  the  Englilh ' 
and  the  natives,  and  will  draw  much  more,  and  to 
a  greater  diftance,  than  the  men.     In  long  jour- 
neys the  men  generally  go  before  them  to  beat  a' 
path  with  their  fnow  llioes :  thefe  dogs  are  foon 
accuftomed  to  whatever  they  are  taught,  and  bd- ' 
ing  docile  and  tractable,  are  very  ufefuL 

Befides  thefe  fmall  fledges,  we  had  others  that 
were  larger  and  ftronger,  for  carrying  great! 
weights;  they  were  of  the  fame  fort  asthofe  de- 
fcribed  before  ;  but  ten  or  twelve  feet  long,  and 
three  wide>  and  required  twenty  or  thirty  men, 
yoked  to  draw  them. 

In  Chriftmas  week>  which  was  fpent  very  mer- 
rily, captain  Moor  pro pofed  to  lengthen,  raife,  andj 
deck  our  long-boat  for  the  ufe  of  the  difcovery j 
and  after  fonie  deliberation  it  was  refolved  on  by  a! 
majority.  This  was  an  excellent  meafure,  fince' 
it  would  have  been  very  dangerous  to  make  fo  clofe; 
a  learch  as  was  neceifary  without  it ;  for  with  fuch 
a  veilel  we  might  go  among  rocks,  and  pafs  ovel* 
iJToals,  where  a  veilel  of  any  draught  would  fl:rike  : 
if  {he  came  aground,  we  could  get  her  off,  or  if* 
!he  was  loft,  the  fliip  afforded  a  fate  retreats 
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This  affair  being  fettled,  the  boat  was  drawn 
on  a  high  bank  by  the  fide  of  the  creek,  Iheltered 
by  trees,  and  a  log-tent  was  built  over  her,  and 
covered  with  fails,  with  a  fire-place  in  the  middle, 
that  the  carpenters  might  be  able  to  work  all  the 
winter. 

The  coafts  of  this  country  extend  from  the  lati- 
tude of  about   ^i'^.   to  wait  58^.  north,  having 
Hudfon's  Bay  to  the  eaft,  and  Canada  to  the  Ibuth  ; 
but  its  boundaries  to  the  weft  and  north  are  yet 
undifcovered.     In  the  fouthern  parts,  and  where 
we  wintered,  the  foil  is  fertile  ;  tl've  furface  being 
a  loofedark  mould,  under  which  are  layers  of  dif- 
ferent coloured  clay.     Near  the  ftiore  the  land  is 
low   and    marfhy,  covered   with   trees  of  various 
forts  ;  within  land  there  are  large  plains  \vith  little 
herbage   except    mofs,   interfperfed    with  tufts    of 
trees,  and  fome  lakes.     In  the  country  are  a  great' 
variety  of  flirubs  and   plants,  and  many  of  them 
known  in  Europe,  as  the  goofeberr)',  currant  and 
crane  berry.     There  are  (hrubs  that  bear  red  and 
black  berries,  on  which  the  partridges  feed.     Tlie 
plants  by  the  Indians  called  wizzeica pukka  is   ufed 
both  by  them  and  the  Englilh  as  a    medicine,   in 
nervous  and  fcorbutic  diforders.      Here  alfo  we 
met  with   ftrawberries,  angelica,  nettles,   butter- 
flowers,  wild  auriculas,  faviiie,  many  of  the  Lap- 
land plants,  and  others  that  are  unknown  to  us. 
There  are   great  quantities  of  wild   rice    by  the 
fides  of  the  lakes  and   rivers  ;  there   is  alio  long 
grafs,  and  good  meadow  ground  ;  and  at  the  tac- 
rtories  are   tolerable  gardens,  clpccially  at   Yoric 
Fort,  Albany  and  Moolc  River,  Avhere  moil:  kinds 
;  ef  Englilh    gardcn-ftulf  grow   very  well,  fuch   as 
,  beans,   peas,  c.ibbagcs,  turnips,  and  many  kinds 
lof  fallads.     Farther  within    land   the  country   is 
nuicli  more   frLiitful  than  at  thefc  places  ;  for  tiie 
fuinrncrs  are  warmer,  and  the  winters  are  fliorter 
|i  knd  U'(s  fevcre. 

Vol.  IV.  Il  h 
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There  are  und^btedly  many  forts  of  minerals 
here.  I  have  met  with  iron-ore;  lead  ore  is  faid 
to  be  found  in  plenty  on  the  furface  of  the  earth 
at  Churchiii,  and  the  northern  Indians  frequently 
bring  pieces  of  copper  to  that  faftory.  There 
are  alio  a  great  variety  of  talcs,  fpars,  and  rock 
cryftalsof  different  colours,  as  red  and  white,  the 
former  refembling  rubies,  and  the  latter  very 
tranfparent,  and  fliooting  into  pentangular  prifms. 
In  the  northern  parts  a  fubftance  reiemhiing  coal  i 
is  found,  which  burns;  the  albeftos,  or ftone-flax, 
is  common  here  ;  and  alfo  a  fione,  of  a  black, 
fmooth,  and  Ihining  furface,  that  eafily  feparates 
into  thin  trafparent  leaves,  which  the  natives  ufe 
as  looking-glaifes.  This  country  likewife  abounds 
with  various  forts  of  marble,  fome  perfectly  white, 
and  others  fpeckledwith  red,  green  and  blue. 

There  are  here  frequently  feen  parhelia,  or 
mock  funs,  and  halos  about  the  fun  and  moon, 
which  are  very  luminous,  and  beautifully  tinged 
with  all  the  colours  of  the  rainl^ow.  I  have  feen 
fix  of  thcfe  parhelia  at  a  time.  The  true  fun  alfo 
rifes  and  fets  with  a  large  cone  of  yellow  light 
perpendicular  to  it,  and  no  fooner  does  it  difap- 
pear  than  the  aurora  boreah's  fpreads  a  thoufand 
different  lights  and  colours  over  the  whole  concave, 
of  the  Iky,  with  fuch  refplendent  beauty,  tha^ 
even  the  full  moon  does  not  efface  their  luftre,' 
though  they  are  more  apparent  when  fhe  does  not 
Ihine  ;  for  then  one  may  diftinflly  read  by  them, 
and  the  fliadows  of  obje6ts  are  feen  upon  the  fnow 
tending  to  the  fouth  eaft.  The  ftars  feem  to  burn 
with  a  firey  red,  efpecially  thofe  near  the  horizon. 

But  to  return  to  the  climate,  and  the  methods 
we  took  to  fecure  ourfelves  from  the  cold  :  we 
ufually  put  at  lead  an  horfe-load  of  wood  at  a  time 
into  our  ftoye,  which  was  built  of  bricks  fix  feet 
long,  two  wide,  and  three  high.  When  the  wood 
was    near  burnt  we    beat  off  the  embers,    and 
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threw  out  the  brands,  and  then  flopped  up  the  top 
of  the  chimney.  This  caufed  a  fuiphureous,  fut- 
focating  faieil,  and  fo  great  a  heat,  that  notwith- 
ftanding  the  rigour  of  the  weather,  we  often 
fweat :  the  difference  between  the  cold  without 
and  the  heat  within  was  fo  extreme,  that  our  peo- 
ple frequently  fainted  on  entering  the  houfe,  and 
remained  for  fome  time  lifeiefs.  If  a  door  or  win- 
dow was  but  opened,  the  cold  air  ruflied  in  with 
great  fury,  and  turned  the  enclofed  vapours  into 
fmall  fnow  :  nor  could  all  the  heat  we  could  raile 
keep  the  windows,  the  fides  and  ceiling  free  from 
ice :  thofe  whofe  bed-clothes  touched  the  walls 
were  generally  froze  faft  to  them  in  the  morning, 
and  our  breath  fettled  in  a  white  hoar  froft  upon 
the  blankets.  This  happened  foon  after  the  fire 
went  out :  as  the  houfe  cooled,  the  fap  that  had 
been  thawed  in  the  timbers  with  the  heat,  froze, 
fplitting  the  wood  in  cracks,  with  a  noife  refem- 
bling  the  report  of  a  mufket. 

No  liquid  can  withftand  the  cold  ;  ft  rang  brine, 
brandy,  and  even  fpirits  of  wine  froze,  but  the 
latter  only  to  a  conliftence  like  oil.  All  liquors 
under  proof  of  common  fpirits  became  perfed ly 
folid,  and  buril:  the  velTels  that  contained  them, 
whether  of  wood,  tin,  or  even  copper.  The  ice 
in  the  river  was  above  eight  feet  thick.    We  could 

Ekeep  our  provifions  fweet  as  long  as  we  pleafed, 
without  the  afTiilance  of  fait  ;  for  our  game  froze 
the  i"nftant  it  was  killed,  and  ibme  remained  fo 
from  06tober  till  April,  when  it  began  to  grow 
moift. 

The  hares,  rabbits,  and  partridges,  which  in 
fummer  are  brown  and  grey,  change  in  winter  to 
white.  Every  animal  is  here  furnilhed  by  nature 
with  extraordinary  furs  to  refilt  the  cold,  which 
fall  off  as  the  warm  weather  returns ;  and  even 
tliis  is  the  cafe  with  the  dogs  and  cats  brought  thi- 
tiier  from  Europe. 
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If  we  touched  il^n,  or  any  other  fmooth  folid 
furface,    in    the  winter,    our  fingers   were  froze 
faft  to   it  ;  if  in  drinking  a  dram  of  brandy  but 
o^  a  glafsj  one's  tongue  or  lips  touched  it,  in  pul- 
ling tlieni  away  the  ikin  was  left  upon  it.     One  of 
our  people  carrying  a  bottle  of  fpints  from  the 
houfe  to  his  log-tent,  and  not  having  a  cork,  flop- 
ped ifc  with  his  finger:  but  it  fooii  froze  fofaft,/; 
that  he  was  obliged  to  lofe  a  part  of  it  to  make  thol 
cure  prs6licable.     All  folid  bodies,  ^as  iron,  glafs,| 
and  the  like,  acquired  fo  intenfe  a  degree  of  cold^l 
as  to  refift  the  effects  of  a  flrong  heat  for  a  confider-^ 
able  time.     I  have  brought  an  axe,  that  has  been 
expofed  to  the   froft    without  doors,  and  held   it 
within  half  a   foot  of  a  good  fir©,  when  pouring| 
\vater  upon  it,  it  has  been  infian#y  formed  into  a| 
cake  of  ice,  and  thus  remained  for  fome time. 
;:;:,    We   buried    our  beer   twelve   feet  deep  in  the,t 
%round  on  a  bed  of  willow  and  grafs,  both  under* 
and  over  it,  and  then  covered  it  tvvelve  feet  deep 
with  afoapy  earth,  yet  fome  of  the  callus  of  fmali 
beer  next  the  fides  were   froze,  and   the   flrong 
iron-bound  cafks  burfl  ;  though  the  fpirituous  part : 
remained  fluid   in  the  heart  of  the  ice,  and  was 
firong,  but  the  ice  -on  being  melted  tailed   quite 
vapid  :  other  cafks  were  not  burft,  nor  were  their 
contents  half  congealed  ;  the  watery  parts  havhig 
time  to  thaw,  and   mix  w'ith  the  fpirituous,  the 
beer  was  very  good,  and  we  fancied  better  than  if 
it  had  never  been  froze. 

One  wQtiid  imagine  from  this  account  of  the 
feverityof  the  winter  in  this  country,  that  it  mull 
be  the  moft  uncomfortable  in  the  world,  and  its 
inhabitants  the  moft  unhappy  ;  but  this  is  far 
from  being  the  cafe  ;  for  though  the  weather  is 
cold,  they  have  abundance  of  furs  to  clothe  them, 
and  many  other  conveniencies,  that  in  fome  mea- 
fure,  put  them  on  a  level  with  thofe  who  live  in.  , 
^  milder  climate  :  but  what  is  Hill  more  extrao:r? 
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dinary,  there  are  Europeans  who  have  lived  here 
for  fome  years,  and  prefer  it  to  all  other  places. 

The  natives  are  of  the  middle  fize,  and  of  a 
copper  colour:  they  have  black  eyes,  and  long 
lank  hair  of  the  fame  colour  ;  but  their  features 
vary,  as  in  Europe.  They  are  of  a  cheerful  dif- 
poiition,  good  natured,  atFable,  friendly,  and 
honeft  in  their  dealings. 

The  men  are  clothed  in  fummer  in  a  loofe 
coat  made  of  blanket,  which  they  buy  either  from 
the  French  or  Englifli  fettled  in  their  neighbour- 
hood ;  they  have  a  pair  of  leather  ftockings,  which 
reach  fo  high  as  to  ferve  alfo  for  breeches ;  they 
;make  their  fhoes  of  tlie  fime  materials.  The  clothes 
of  the  women  differ  from  thofe  of  the  men  only  in 
their  generally  wearing  a  petticoat,  that  in  winter 
comes  a  little  lower  than  the  knees.  Their  ordinary 
apparel  is  made  of  the  fkins  of  deer,  otters,  or 
beaver,  with  the  hair  or  fur  on  them;  the  lleeves 
of  their  upper  habit  are  gcnemlly  tied  on  with 
firings  at  the  Ihoulders,  fo  that  their  arm-pits,  even 
in  the  depth  of  winter,  are  expofcd  to  the  cold, 
which,  in  their  opinion,  contributes  to  their 
health  :  indeed  their  difeafes  are  but  few,  and  thole 
chiefly  arriling  from  colds  caught  after  drinking 
Ipirituous  liquors,  which  they  buy  of  the  Englilh  ; 
for  tiie  French  are  fo  prudent  as  to  lell  them  none. 
Thofe  Indians  who  live  in  places  contiguous  to 
the  Hudfon's  Bay  Company's  fettlements  are  by 
drunkenefs  become  meagre,  fmail,  and  indolent, 
and  are  hardly  equal  to  the  hardfliins  of  the  coun- 
try ;  while  thofe  who  are  near  the  French  fettle- 
ments are  hardy,  vigorous,  and  adlive,  and  tiicre 
is  no  comparifon  betwcn  the  number  of  furs  that 
the  one  and  the  other  bring  into  trade. 

Tliey  live  in  tents  covered  with  moofe  and  deer- 

Ikins  fewed  together. Tliefe  are  of  a  circular 

form,  probably  as  that  is  the  molt  capacious,  and 
ppnvcnicnt  for  their  fitting  romid  the  lire,  which 
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is  in  the  middle.  *Yhey  are  formed  of  poles  fet  to 
lean  one  againft  the  other,  fo  as  they  meet  at  the 
top,  and  are  extended  below  ;  an  opening  is  left 
"uiiere  the  poles  meet  to  admit  the  light,  and  Jet 
out  the  frnoke.  They  drew  the  bottom  with  the 
tops  of  pine-trees,  and  lie  with  their  feet  to  the 
fire,  and  their  heads  to  the  fide  of  the  tent.  The 
entrance  of  the  tent  is  generally  on  the  foiith-weft 
lide,  and  you  go  in  by  lifting  up  a  part  of  the 
Jkins,  to  which  is  fattened  a  piece  of  ftick  to  make 
it  flap  clofe.  Thefe  are  generally  placed  in  a  bot- 
tom by  the  fide  of  a  creek,  or  river.  And  as  tlie 
nativesfchiefiy  fpend  their  time  in  hunting,  fowling 
and  filhing,  they  change  their  habitations  accoA 
ing  to  the  plenty  or  fcarcity  of  game.  For  tins 
reafon  alfo  they  do  not  live  in  any  great  numbers 
together.  They  are  influenced  in  their  beiiaviour 
by  a  natural  rectitude,  that  reftrains  them  from  all 
a6ts  of  violence  and  injuitice,  as  eflectually  as  the 
moft  rigorous  laws.  The  chiefs  of  every  family  or 
tribe,  who  are  generally  chofen  from  among  the 
moil:  ancient  of  the  people,  commonly  for  their 
ikill  in  hunting,  experience  in  trade,  and  their 
valour  in  the  wars  they  often  wage  with  the  Efl^i- 
niaux,  dire'51:  thofe  who  refide  with  them  in  their 
different  employments  ;  but  their  advice  is  rather 
followed  through  deference  than  obligation. 

They  have  no  dependence  for  fubliiience  on  the 
fruits  of  the  earth;  but  live  entirely  on  the  animals 
they  take  in  hunting,  or  catch  in  traps,  at  which 
they  are  very  dexterous.  They  every  feafbn  make 
a  prodigious  flaiighter  among  the  deer,  from  the 
abfurd  notion,  that  the  more  they  deftroy,  the 
greater  plenty  willfucceed  ;  hence  they  fometimes 
3eave  three  or  four  hundred  dead  on  the  plains, 
taking  out  of  them  only  their  tongues,  and  leaving 
their  carcalTes  either  to  rot  or  be  devoured  by  the 
wild  beafts.  At  other  times  they  attack  them  in. 
the  water,  and  kill  great  numbers,  which  they 
bring  down  on  fioa'cs  to  the  fadlories. 
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The  Indians  alfo  live  on  birds  of  pafTage,  as 
plovers,  fwanSj  wild  geefe,  ducks,  and  many  others 
that  fly  to  the  northward  in  the  fpring  to  breed, 
and  return  to  the  fouth ward  in  autumn.  They 
likewife  feed  on  eagles,  hawks,  partridges,  phea- 
f:ints,  crows,  and  ov/ls,  which  ftay  in  the  winter. 
They  generally  boil  their  flefli,  and  eat  it  by  it- 
n:If,  drinking  the  water  it  is  boiled  in,  which 
they  efteem  very  wholelbme.  In  the  fame  manner 
they  drefs  then'  fifli,  which  are  very  good. 

Up  the  rivers  and  lakes  they  have  large  ftiirgeon, 
pike,  and  trout,  and  two  very  delicious  kinds  of 
tilh,  the  one  called  titymag,  the  other  refembling 
an  eel,  fpotted  vvith  yellow  and  white,  and  called 
by  the  natives  muthoy  :  thefe  are  reckoned  fatteft 
in  winter,  when  they  are  caught  by  making  holes 
in  the  ice,  and  letting  down  a  baited  hook,  at 
which  the  filli  greedily  bites.  At  the  mouths  of 
the  rivers,  efpecialiy  thofe  more  to  the  north,  are 
plenty  of  fiu'^  falmon,  trout,  and  a  tolerable  good 
filh  called  a  fucker,  which  refcmbles  a  carp.  There 
come  in  with  the  flood  tide  great  numbers  of  white 
whales,  which  might  be  eafily  taken.  Seals  alio 
frequent  thcle  coafts. 

To  return  to  the  Indians.  It  is  thought  a  great 
olfence  for  a  woman  to  flride  over  the  ie-s  of  a 
man  when  he  fits  on  the  ground  ;  and  they  even 
think  it  beneath  them  to  drink  out  of  the  fame 
vellei  vvith  their  wives.  They  have  a  cullom 
which  muft  appear  fhocking  to  every  human  mind  : 
when  their  parents  grow  fo  old  as  to  be  unable  to 
fupport  themlL-lves  by  their  own  labour,  they  re- 
quire their  children  to  Itrangle  them,  and  their 
performing  this  is  efleemed  an  act  of  duty.  It  is 
done  in  the  following  manner  :   The  old  pcrfon's 

rave  being  dug,  he  goes  into  it,  and  after  having 
converfed,  and  fmoaked  a  pipe,  or  perhaps  drank 
a  dram  or  two  with  his  children,  he  lets  them 
know  that  he  is  ready  ;  upon  which  two  of  them 
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put  a  thong  abcut^is  ileck,  one  ftanding  on  one 
fide,  and  the  other  oppofite  to  him,  pull  violently, 
till   he   is  ftrangl»d  ;  they  then   cover  him  with 
earthj  and  over  that  ere6i  a  kind  of  rough  monu^ 
ment  of  Hones.       Such    old   people  as  have  no 
children  require  this  office  of  their  friends;  but, 
in  this  laft  cafe,  it  is  not  always  complied  with.* 
They  have  a  very  ftrange  maxim  of  policy,  which! 
'is  obliging  their  women  to  procure  frequent  abor- 
tions,  by  the  ufe  of  a  certain  herb  common  in  that 
country,  in  order  to  eafe  themfeives  of  the  heavy 
burthen  of  anhelplefs  family  ;  but  this  is  however, 
lefs  barbarous  than  the  cuftom  fliU  ufed  in  China 
of  expoling   their  children.      Thefe   differ  from 
almoft  all  other  nations  in  their  manner  of  making, 
their  urine,  for  here  the  men  always  fquat  down, 
and  the  women  ftand  upright. 

They  acknov«'iedge  a  being  of  infinite  goodnefs 
whom  they  iiiie   Ukkew^ma,  which  in   their  lan- 
guage fignifies  the  great  chief  ;  they  confider  him 
as  the  author  of  ail  the  bleffings  they  enjoy,  and 
fpccik  of  him  with  reverence.     They  fmg  a  kind  of 
hymns  to  his  praife,  in  a  grave  and  foiemn  tone, 
that  is  not  altogether  difagreeable  ;  yet  their  re- 
ligious fentiments  are  very  confufed.     They  alfb 
acknowledge  another  being  whom  they  call  Wil-, 
tikka,    whom   they  reprefent  as    the   author    of| 
all  evil  ;  and  of  him  they  are  much  afraid,  but  we'^ 
know  of  no  methods  ufed  by  them  to   appeafe 
him. 

Thciituation  of  thefe  poor  people  is  indeed  very 
melancholy,  though  they  do  not  feem  much  fenfi- 
bleofit.  Notwithftanding  the  beft  part  of  their 
lives  is  fpcnt  in  procuring  neccflariesy  they  have 
little-  notion  of  providing  againft  the  diftreffes  to 

*  The  Hottentots  cruelly  expofe  their  parents  when  grown 
helplefs  with  age,  to  perifli  with  hunger,  or  be  devoured  by  wild 
bcafts,  and  alio  expofe  their  children.  SeeKolben's  voyage  to 
the  Cape  of  Good  liope. 
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which  they  are  fure  to  be  expofed  every  winter  ; 
from  their  natural  generofity  they  are  very  free  of 
iheir  provifions  when  they  have  plenty,  and,  ex- 
cept drying  a  little  venifon  and  fi(h,  take  no  care 
to  lay  up  fupplies  for  a  time  of  fcarcity.  The 
Indians  who  come  in  the  fummer  to  trade  at  the 
factories,  fometimes  miffing  of  the  fuccours  they 
expedted,  have  been  obliged  to  finge  off  the  fur 
from  thoufands  of  beaver  Ikins,  to  feed  upon  the 
leather:  but  when  thus  reduced  to  the  greateft 
extremities,  they  undergo  them  with  a  kind  of 
habitual  and  fteady  patience,  which  it  is  much 
eafier  to  admire  than  to  imitate.  It  is  common 
with  them  to  travel  two  or  three  hundred  miles 
even  in  the  depth  of  winter,  through  a  wide  open 
country,  without  meeting  with  any  houfe  to  re- 
ceive, or  carrying  any  tent  to  protect  them.  When 
night  approaches,  they  make  a  little  kind  offence 
with  brufli-wood,  by  the  fide  of  which  they  kindle 
a  fire  and  after  clearing  away  the  fnow,  they  lie 
down  upon  the  ground,  and  lleep  between  the 
fire  and  the  fence  :  but  when  they  happen  to  be 
benighted  upon  a  wild  plain  where  no  wood  can 
be  had,  they  are  forced  to  lie  down  under  the 
fnow,  which  in  fome  meafure  flielters  them  from 
the  cold.  This  is  alfo  pra6tifed  by  thofe  who  live 
in  the  extremities  of  Siberia. 

But  the  hardfhips  they  fufter  in  thefe  long  jour- 
neys from  the  difficulty  of  procuring  provifions, 
are  fometimes  much  greater  than  thofe  that  refult 
merely  from  the  cold.  A  fiory  which  is  related  at 
the  fa<!^orics,  and  known  to  be  true,  affi^rds  a 
mofi:  (hocking  and  dreadful  proof  of  this.  An 
Indian  coming  with  his  family  to  trade  from  a 
place  at  a  very  great  diftance,  had  the  misfortune 
to  meet  with  but  little  game  by  the  way,  and  was. 
fyon,  with  his  wife  and  children,  reduced  to  the 
laft  extremity.  They  plucked  the  fur  from  their 
clothes,  and  as  long  as  they  were  able,  preferved 
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life  by  feeding  on'**the  Ikins,  and  even  thofe  they 
wore,  but  this  wretched  refourcefoon  failing  theniy 
thefe  poor  unhappy  creatures  fupported  themfelves 
by  feeding  on  the  liefti  of  two  of  their  poor  child- 
ren. On  their  arrival  at  the  factory,  the  diftrafted 
Indians,  whofe  hearts  overflowed  with  grief,  told 
this  melancholy  ftory  with  all  its  afFedting  circum- 
fiances  to  the  Englilh  governor,  when,  to  the  dif- 
grace  of  our  nation ,  and  even  of  the  human  race, 
it  was  received  with  a  loud  laugh.  On  which  the 
unhappy  parent,  with  a  look  of  amazement>  cried 
in  broken  Englilh,  >'  This  is  no  laughing  talk  !". 
and  inftantly  went  away,  no  doubt  highly  edified 
by  fuch  Chriftian  morals. 

To  return  to  our  own  affairs.  The  bringing 
two  calks  of  brandy,  as  alrea;dy  mentioned,  to 
make  meri*y  with  at  Chriftmas,  was  attended  with 
fatal  confequences.  The  men  who  before  this  fea- 
fon  of  mirth  had  been  very  healthy,  now  indulg- 
ing themfelves  too  freely  in  the  ufe  of  fpirituous 
liquors,  were  foon  invaded  by  the  fcurvy.  Thofe 
medicines,  which  in  other  countries  are  generally 
ufed  with  good  fuccefs  in  this  foul  and  fatal  difeafe, 
here  proved  intirely  inefFe<5tual,  and  the  only 
powerful  and  prevailing  medicine  was  tar-water, 
by  the  fteady  ufe  of  which  many  were  faved,  even 
after  the  diftemper  was  far  advanced.  Thofe  Eng^ 
iifh  who  conftantly  re  fide  here  are  little,  if  at  all 
expofed  to  this  cruel  difeafe  ;  which  they  attribute 
to  the  conflant  ufe  of  fpruce  beer,  by  the  plentiful 
drinking  of  which  the  people  of  the  four  fii6tories 
of  Churchill,  York- Fort,  Albany,  and  Moofe 
River,  enjoy  fo  good  a  flate  of  health,  and  though 
in  number  above  an  hundred,  feven  years  have 
fometimes  paffed  without  their  burying  a  fingle 
man. 

The  whole  month  of  January  wore  the  fettled 
fiice  of  winter :  and  the  partridges  and  rabbits, 
v^iich  had  hitherto  been  pretty  plentiful,  began 
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IBOW  to  grow  very  fcarce.  In  the  middle  of -Febru- 
ary the  weather  grew  fomething  milder,  and  to- 
wards the  latter  end  of  that  month  orders  were 
given  to  cut  the  ice  frotii  about  the  fhips,  which 
was  performed  with  chiffels  and  pick-axes,  at 
which  the  people  now  worked  every  day.  The 
guns,  and  every  thing  of  confiderable  weight, 
were  landed,  that  the  fliips  might  be  lighter,  whea 
the  ice  broke  up.  In  March  we  had  a  fpecimen  of 
^very  kind  of  weather ;  the  fnow  melted  where- 
ever  it  was  expofed  to  the  fun,  and  towards  the 
end  of  the  month  fome  herbage  began  to  peep  out 
on  the  banks  that  fronted  the  fouth.  The  rivers 
and  plains  were  by  this  time  covered  with  water, 
and  we  were  apprehenfive  that  the  ice  would 
break  up  fuddenly,  and  with  violence  :  to  prevent 
the  ill  confequences  with  which  this  njight  beat- 
tended,  orders  were  given  for  getting  every  thing 
in  the  fhips  ready,  and  after  they  had  been  well 
warmed  with  fires,  a  fufficient  number  of  men, 
with  proper  officers,  were  put  on  board.  But 
April  opened  in  fuch  a  manner,  as  in  a  good 
meafure  freed  us  from  the  terrors  we  were  under 
about  the  breaking  of  the  ice,  and  its  driving 
againft  the  fhips.  In  the  latter  end  of  this  month 
jthe  fowls  proper  to  the  country  began  to  vilit  us, 
and  with  them  abundance  of  wild  fowl  of  all  the 
forts  common  in  the  northern  parts  of  Europe. 
We  had  likewife  agreat  flight  of  fmall  birds,  moft- 
ly  of  a  dark  unpleafing  colour;  but  the  fweetnefs 
of  their  notes  compenfated  for  whatever  was  dif- 
agreeable  in  their  plumage. 

After  this,  was  a  fhort  return  of  winter,  at- 
tended with  black  winds,  hard  frofts,  much  fnow, 
with  very  ftormy  and  tempeftuous  weather,  which 
lafted  till  about  the  fixth  of  May,  when  the  warm 
weather  returning,  the  creek  where  the  (hips  lay 
became  imperceptibly  clear  of  ice;  but  the  river 
being  flill  froze,  the  fifh   reforted  to  the  creek. 
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where  we  caught  -plenty  of  them  with  our  nets,  i 
The  long-boatj  to  which  was  given  the  name  of  ' 
the  Refolution,  being  foon  completely  finifhed, 
was  lanced,  and  on  the  ninth  of  June  the  fhips 
got  down  the  river  as  far  as  the  fa6tory  of  York 
Fort,  where  v/e  took  in  our  naval  ftores  and  pro- 
vifions,  in  order  to  put  to  fea^  and  to  profecute 
the  difcovery.  j 

York  Fort  is  fituated  on  the  fouthern  branch  ; 
of  Port  Nelfon   River,    which   is  called    Hayes's 
River,  within  five  miles  of  its  fall  into  the  fea ; 
in  47".  20'.  north  latitude,  and  in  ^i^° .  58'.  weft 
longitude  from  the  meridian  of  London.     This 
fort  and  the  fa61:ory  is  in  a  clear  fpace,  furrounded 
on  three  lides  by  the  woods,  with  an  open  front 
to  the   water.     On   the  fouth-eaft  is  a  dock  for' 
building  or   repairing  Hoops  or  boats;  between 
which  and  the  battery  is  a  piece  of  land  called  the 
Plantation,  where  the  Indians,  who  come  to  the 
fa6tory,  pitch  their  tents;  and  there  is  generally 
a  tent  or  two  of  old  infirm  Indians,  both  men  and 
women,  who  are  maintained  by  the  fa^ory  ;  from 
which  this  place  is  feparated  by  two  rows  of  high 
palifades  :     between    thefe   are   ftore-houfes,    the 
kitchen,  and  fome  work-lhops,  low  built.    Within 
the   inner   palifades  are   fmall  fpots  fowed   witli 
turnips,  colworts,  fallads,  and  other  garden  HutF, 
"belonging  to   the  governor  and  officers.     From 
the  firft  entrance  of  the   palifades  to  the  fa(5iory 
is  a  wooden  platform.  The  fa6tory  is  a  fquare  fort, 
built  of  wood,  and  flanked  with  four  fmall  baflions. 
Before  it  is  a  fpacious  area.     In  the  upper  ftory 
of  the  fouth-eaft  baftion  is  the  governor's  apart- 
ment, to  which  there  is  a  handfonie  flight  of  flairs 
out  of  the  area.     It  confifts  of  four  rooms,  with 
a  fire-place  in  the  largeft  :  all  of  them  wainfcotted, 
and  neatly  fitted  up.    Under  the  governor's  apart-? 
ment  is  the  common  room  for  the  deputy-governor, 
the   fhip  and  houfe  carpenter,    and  others  wh0 
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compofe  the  governor's  mefs  ;  in  which  is  a  large 
brick  ftove,  ere6ted  for  warming  both  this  and. 
the  governiDr's  apartment.  By  the  fide  of  it  are 
feveral  fmall  lodging  rooms.  In  the  lower  part  of 
the  north-eaft  baftion  is  a  common  room,  with 
a  ftove  of  brick  for  the  warming  the  apartments  ; 
and  in  this  baftion  are  lodged  the  fteward  and 
cook,  and  all  others,  except  the  furgeon  who  are 
not  of  the  governor's  mefs.  The  other  two  baf- 
tions,  and  the  curtains,  are  divided  into  ftore- 
houfes,  a  trading  room,  a  magazine,  &c-  The 
buildings  have  but  a  mean  appearance  on  the 
outfide;  but  they  are  warm  and  convenient,  and 
from  the  platform  on  the  top  is  an  extenfive 
profpe6l  over  the  woods  of  the  hills  to  the  fouth- 
eaft,  at  about  twenty  miles  diftance.  There  are 
three  fmail  pattereroes  placed  on  each  of  the 
curtains  ;  the  battery,  on  which  are  mounted 
pretty  large  guns,  commands  the  river ;  it  is 
defended  by  a  fmall  breaft-work,  and  in  time  of 
war,  the  number  of  the  people  who  refide  at  the 
fadory  amount  to  thirty-three,  or  thereabouts* 
Thus,  however  formidable  York  Fort  may  ap- 
pear to  the  lavages,  it  is  incapable  of  defence, 
if  it  ftiould  happen  to  be  attacked  by  an  European 
army. 

On  the  24th  of  June  we  weighed  anchor,  and 
palling  the  Ihoais,  ftood  with  a  fair  wind  to  the 
northward.  The  next  day  we  failed  through  much 
broken  ice ;  but  avoided  the  thickeft  part  of  it  by 
ftanding  inclofe  to  the  ftiore:  though  a  gieat  deal 
continued  in  fight  till  we  got  to  the  northward  of 
Cape  Churchill,  where  we  had  a  clear  lea,  and 
proceeded  without  diflficulty  till  we  made  Gentry 
ifland  in  61'^.  40'.  north  latitude. 

The  next  day  the  Refolution  came  along-fide 
the  Dobbs,  and  took  in  provilions  and  (ca-ftores 
fufficient  for  the  ufeof  ten  men  for  two  months, 
-JIR^hen  captain  Moor,  with  eight  hands  and  mylelf. 
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went  on  board  i|i  order  to  examine  the  coalls; 
That  gentleman  ordering  theDobbs  to  proceed  to 
Marble  Illand,  and  to  wait  there  till  we  joined 
her,  the  (hips  failed  to  the  northward,  and  we 
flood  in  for  the  Ihore,  where  we  grappled  for  that 
night.  The  next  day  we  continued  to  fail  along 
the  Ihore  northward  through  a  great  deal  of  bror 
ken  ice.  The  Elkiraaux,  who  inhabit  the  fea- 
coafts  to  the  northward  of  the  company's  fettle- 
ment,  appeared  in  fmall  bodies  on  the  eminences, 
and  made  fignals  for  us  to  approach  :  but  we  failed 
on  without  minding  them,  till  we  arrived  at 
Knight's,  liland,  in  the  latitude  62^.  2'.  north, 
where  we  anchored.  ) 

We  foon  weighed  from  thence,  and  endeavoured 
to  Hand  in  with  the  weft  Ihore,  where  a  large  open- 
ing appeared  ;  but  the  weather  growing  tempeftu-* 
ous,  and  the  ice  driving  al?out  in  large  pieces,  we 
found  it  necelTary  to  return  to  Knight's  lilandy, 
where  we  took  /lielter  till  the  fifth,  when  the  fea 
was  much  clearer.  Here  two  canoes  of  Eftdmaux 
came  off  from  the  weft  coaft,  and  upon  pur  letting 
them  know  we  wanted  whalebone,  they  left  us  ; 
but  quickly  returned  with  a  confiderable  quantity 
of  that,  and  a  large  parcel  of  bladders  filled  with 
train-oil.  We  purchafed  the  whalebone  with 
fmall  hatchets,  knives,  bits  of  iron  hoops,  and 
the  like  ;  but  did  not  care  to  encumber  ourfelves,* 
with  the  oil,  though  they  would  no  doubt  have 
offered  us  a  good  bargain;  for  they  were  very 
preffing  to  have  us  go  to  fome  illands  that  lay  in 
fight  to  the  weftward,  where  they  intimated  that 
they  had  confiderable  quantities  of  both  ;  but  this, 
as  our  bufinefs  was  not  to  trade,  we  thought  fit 
to  decline.  Here  v/e  faw  great  numbers  of  feals 
and  white  whales. 

There'  happened  a  circumftance  which  filled  us. 
with  aftonifliment  ;  in  failing  through  the  ice 
9nd  aniong  thefe  iflands,  the  needles  of  our  coni- 
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pafTesloft  their  magnetic  quality ;  this  evil  we  drove 
to  remedy,  by  retouching  them  with  an  artificial 
magnet,  but  to  very  little  purpofe  ;  for  if  they  re- 
covered their  povvers  by  this  means,  they  prefently 
loft  them  again.  This  occafioned  much  fpecula- 
tion  in  order  to  account  for  this  ftrange  phenome- 
non ;  but  upon  carrying  the  compafTes  to  a  warm 
place,  the  needles  prefently  refumed  their  activity, 
and  pointed  as  ufuai. 

On  the  jth  we  ftood  over  to  the  fouth  fide  of 
Sir  Biby's  liland,  in  hopes  of  being  able  to  enter 
the  opening  we  had  attempted  before  ;  but  the  ice 
driving  in  and  out  in  very  great  pieces,  we  were 
again  obliged  to  defift. 

Here    fix  canoes,  full  of  Efkimaux,    came  on 
board  with  a  large  parcel  of  whalebone,  which  we 
purchaled  upon  terms  as  much  to  their  fatisfa(5tion, 
as  to  our  profit.  We  then  fteered  to  the  north-weft, 
I  and  after  palling  over  feveral  ftioals,  and  running 
between  many  low   iflands,  entered  Nevill's  Bay, 
ithe  fame  day  we  attempted   at   the  fouth  end  of 
iSir  Biby's  Ifland,  which  in   a  manner  covers  it, 
at  the  diftance  of  about  five  leagues  to  the  fouth- 
^aft.     When  one  is  in  it,  it  appears  a  very  capa- 
cious harbour,  well  flieltered  from  the  fea  ;  and  in 
the  bottom   of  it  is  a  pretty  large  river  running 
iweftward.     The  main-land  about  it  chiefly  confilts 
lof  a  fmooth  rock  covered    with  mofs,  with    here 
and  there  a  few  fmall  plants.     On  repalling  the 
fhoals  with  an  intention  to  coaft  to  the  northward, 
the  tide    fwept  us  upon  a  ridge   of  Hones,  where 
our  vellel  narrowly  efcapcd  being  ftaved  to  pieces. 
While  we  were  in  this  hazardous  fituation,  fix  ca- 
noes of  Efkimaux  came  oft"  to  us  with  whalebone, 
>  which  we  bought  of  them.     They  were  fenfible  of 
our  diftrcfs:  but  fo  far  from  taking  advantage  of 
lit,  that  they  were  not  only  extremely  civil,  but 
I  highly  lerviceable  ;    for   when  the  tide  of  flood 
!  floated  u*  oft",  an  old  man  who  leemed  better  ac- 
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qtiainted  with  th^  place  than  the  reft,  paddled  be- 
fore us,  pointed  out  the  fhoals  and  kept  in  deepj 
water :  thus  it  was  in  fome  meafure  by  his  affiftance'i 
that  the  Refolutioo  efcaped  being  loft,  and  was, 
even  faved  from  fufFering  the  leaft  damage.  What-; 
ever,  therefore,  other  authors  may  fay  to  their' 
prejudice,  it  is  but  jufticg  to  own,  that  they  be- 
haved not  only  with  humanity,  but  with  great 
kindnels  and  friendlhip. 

I  could  not  help  admiring  the  induftry  and  in- 
genuity of  thefe  people,  who  for  want  of  iron,  are 
frequently  obliged  to  make,  not  only  the  barbs 
of  their  harpoons,  butalfo  their  hatchets  and  knives 
of  ftoncs,  fea-horfe  teeth,  and  fea-unicorns  horns  ; 
and   it  is  difficult  to  conceive  the  dexterous  ufe 
they  make  of  materials  that  feem  fo  very  improper 
for  the  purpofe  to  which  they  employ  them.  Their 
needles  are  alfo  made  of  the  fame,  and  yet  their 
clothes  are  perfe^ly  well  fewed,  in  the  fame  man- 
ner as  thofe  of  the  people  we  met  with  in  Hud- 
fon's   Streights.     From  hence,  as  well  as  from  the 
conformity  between  them  in  their  language,  per- 
fpns,  and  cuftoms,  we  conclude,  that  they  were 
originally  one  people  ;  but  thefe  are  more  affable 
and  friendly,  and  alfo  more  accomplilhed  artifts. 
The  borders  of  their  habits  are  commonly  fringed 
with  cut  leather,  and  are  foraetimes  hung   with 
fawns  teeth.     The  women  do  not,  like  thofe   of, 
the  other  Efkimaux,  ftick  out  the  fides  of  their 
boots  with  whale  bone  ;  and  they  differ  from  thofe 
already  defcribed,  in  wearing  a  cap  made  of  the; 
Ikin  of  a  buffalo's  tail,  which,  though  it  has  an 
horrid  appearance,  is  very  ufeful  in   keeping  off 
the  mufketoes,  which  are  here  exceflively  trouble- 
fome.     Indeed  the  hair  hanging  over  their  faces, 
fomewhatobftru6fs  their  light;  however,it  iseafily 
removed  with  their  hands,  and  was  it  not  for  this 
defence,  thofe  infe6ts  would  be  here  infupportable. 
For  this  purpofe  their  children  wear  them,  whil^. 
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they  bang  at  their  mother's  backs ;  and  as  thus 
drefTed  they  make  a  moft  difmal  figure,  it  i^  apt 
to  raife  a  Ihocking  idea  of  the  barbarity  of  thefe 
people,  though  they  are  very  harmlefs  and  inofFen- 
live. 

On  their  going  to  fea,  in  order  to  catch  fifh, 
they  commonly  take  in  their  boats  a  bladder  full 
of  train-oil,  as  our  people  do  a  dram  bottle,  and 
feem  to  drink  the  contents  with  the  fame  relifli ; 
nay,  when  their  ftock  is  out,  we  have  fometimes 
feen  them  draw  the  bladder  through  their  teeth, 
with  much  feeming  fatsfadtion.  They  are  pro- 
bably convinced  by  experience  of  the  falutary 
erFe&  of  this  coarfe  kind  of  oil  in  this  rigorous 
climate,  which  makes  them  ib  fond  of  it.  Thus 
the  inhabitants  of  St.  Kdda,  a  rocky  ifland  on  the 
coaft  of  Scotland,  are  as  much  pleafed  with  the 
oil  they  make  from  the  fat  of  Soland  geefe,  which 
muft  be  very  near  as  rancid.  The  Efkimaux  alfo 
ufe  this  oil  for  their  lamps,  which  are  made  of 
ftone,  hollowed  out  as  artificially  as  can  well  be 
expe(5ted,  confidering  their  tools  :  but  inftead  of 
cotton  they  have  no  other  wick  than  dried  goofe 
dung. 

Their  manner  of  kindling  a  fire  appears  very 
extraordinary  :  they  prepare  two  pieces  of  dry 
wood,  and  making  a  fmall  hole  in  each,  fit  into 
them  a  little  cylindrical  piece  of  wood,  round 
which  a  thong  is  put  ;  they  then,  by  pulling  the 
ends  of  this  thong,  whirl  the  cylindrical  piece 
about  with  fuch  velocity,  that  the  motion  fets  the 
wood  on  fire,  when  lighting  a  little  dry  mofs, 
which  ferves  for  tinder,  they  make  as  large  a  fire 
as  they  pleafe  ;  but  as  the  little  timber  they  have 
is  drift  wood,  this  fails  them  in  the  winter,  and 
they  are  obliged  to  make  ufe  of  their  lamps  for 
the  fiipply  of  their  family  occafions. 

it  mult  not  be  omitted,  that  thefe  poor  creatures 
were  fo  tar  from  being  jealous  of  their  wives,  that 
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they  would  wiilir>gly  have  proftituted  them  to  us, 
from  a  notion  that  our  children  by  them  would 
have  been  in  every  refpec?!:  as  much  fiiperior  to 
thofe  of  their  nation  as^  they  took  us  to  bej  for 
they  imagine,  tliat,  in  the  moil  literal  fenfe,  every 
man  begets  his  like,  and  that  the  fon  of  a  captain 
muft  infallibly  be  a  captain. 

On  the  9th  of  July  we  anchored  at  Sea  Horfe 
liland,  which  is  very  properly  named,  prodigious 
numbers  of  thole  creatures  reforting  thither;  and 
this  being  their  feafon  of  propagation,  they  were 
extremely  furious,  and  roared  in  a  terrible  man- 
ner ;  many  of  them  flouncing  about  upon  the 
beach,  and  flill  greater  numbers  in  the  fea,  that 
waflies  its  coafts.  This  ifland  is  alfo  frequented  by 
vaft  flocks  of  fea  fowl. 

The  next  day  we  flood  along  fhore,  among  many 
fmall  iflands  and  pieces  of  floating  ice,  until  we  ar- 
rived at  Vv^hale  Cove,  in  the  latitude  of  62**.  30*. 
north.  To  the  weftward  of  this  place,  we  dif- 
eovered  a  bay,  in  which  were  many  iflands,  from 
whence  we  were  vifited  by  a  few  favages;  for  it  is 
obfervable,  that  in  the  fummer  feafon  they  always 
fix  themfelves  on  the  moft  defolate  iflands,  for  the 
convenience  of  fifliing.  Upon  one  of  thefe  Capt. 
Moor  thought  proper  to  land  in  the  little  boat  we 
made  ufe  of  upon  fuch  occafions ;  in  which  I  ac- 
companied him,  together  with  two  of  the  men. 
We  were  no  fooner  on  ftiore,  than  we  were  met 
by  about  twenty  Efkimaux,  mofl:  of  them  women 
and  children,  for  the  men  were  gone  a  fifliing;  but 
we  foon  left  them  in  order  to  take  a  view  of  the 
place  ;  and  having  gained  the  higheft  part  of  the 
ifland,  looked  out  for  fome  confiderabie  opening, 
but  in  vain :  for  this  reafon,  and  hecaufe  we  obferved 
the  tide  of  flood  coming  in  from-the  eafl:ward,  we 
returned  on  board  the  Refolution. 

The  following  day  we  arrived  at  a  point,  from 
whence  we  difcovered  a  large  opening  running  to 
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the  weft  ward,  to  which  I  gave  the  name  of  Cor- 
bet's Inlet :  but  we  did  not  enter  it,  becaufe  the 
tide  of  flood  came  in  from  the  eailward,  and  be- 
caufe Captain  Moor  thought  he  faw  the  end  of  it ; 
fo  that  after  fome  (hort  intercourfe  witli  the  Efld- 
maux,  who  were  there  pretty  numerous,  and 
fuppJying  ourfelves  with  frefh  water,  great  plenty 
of  which  we  found  in  the  cavities  of  the  rocks, 
occafioned  by  the  melting  of  the  fnow,  we  refolved 
to  return  again  to  the  fhips,  which  we  accordingly 
did,  and  found  them  both  lying  at  anchor  in  a 
tolerable  good  road  between  Marble  Ifland  and  the 
Main. 

In  our  abfence,  the  Dobbs  galley  had  been  ex- 
pofed  to  a  great  deal  of  danger  from  the  ice  driving 
down  upon  her  out  of  Rankin's  Inlet,  fituated 
about  four  leagues  to  the  Vv^eftward,  where  about 
that  time  the  ice  had  broke  up.  Into  this  place 
'  Captain  Smith  had  fent  his  chief  and  fecond 
mate  to  examine  it ;  but  after  failing  about  thirty 
leagues  upon  different  courfes,  it  was  found  to  ter- 
minate in  a  bay.  According  to  the  account  given 
of  this  inlet  by  the  fecond  mate  before  this  fearch 
was  made,  there  feemed  to  be  fome  probability  of 
a  palFage,  which  induced  Captain  Smith  to  attempt 
entering  it  with  his  (hip  ;  but  being  foon  embar- 
rafled  by  dangerous  rocks  and  Ihoals,  he  defilted, 
find  returned  to  Marble  Ifland. 

On  the  morning  that  we  returned  on  board  the 
Pobbs  galley.  Captain  Smith  of  the  California, 
had  fent  his  long  boat  with  his  fecond  mate,  to 
fearch  all  the  coalt  between  Cape  Jalabert  and  Cape 
Fullerton.  While  we  remained  here,  there  arriv- 
ed fix  Elkimaux,  from  whom  we  bought  the  flefh 
of  four  feals  to  make  train  oil,  and  then  difmiiTed 
them,  firing  one  of  our  great  puns  at  their  depar- 
ture ;  but  the  found  being  echoed  from  all  the 
neighbouring  rocks,  made  fuch  a  terrible  noife, 
that  they  were  extremely  frightened,  and  never 
after  came  near  us. 
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On  the  14th  we  Veighed,  and  in  company  with 
the  California  fleered  to  the  northward,  difpatch- 
ing,  at  the  fame  time,  the  Refolution,  under  the 
command  of  the  chief  mate,  to  make  the  fame 
tour  that  had  been  propofed  for  the  California's 
long-boat,  with  inftru6lions  to  join  us  again  about 
Cape  FuUerton.  All  the  next  day  we  failed  through 
very  thick  Ihoals  of  ice,  which  at  length  grew 
impaffible,  fo  that  we  and  the  California  were 
obliged  to  grapple  toa  very  large  field,  as  the  fea- 
men  in  that  part  of  the  world  term  it,  till  its 
reparation  allowed  us  a  fafe  paflage  :  while  we  lay 
thus,  we  faw  a  vaft  number  of  fealsand  fea-horfes 
lie  balking  upon  the  ice-field  ;  but  we  did  not  give 
them  much  difturbance. 

Two  days  after  the  ice  parted,  and  we  flood  in 
for  the  fhorCj  where  we  foon  got  pretty  clear  of  it. 
As  the  boats  did  not  join  us  fo  foon  as  we  expedl- 
ed,  we  began  to  grow  impatient  and  uneafy,  and 
it  was  at  length  agreed  that  the  Ihips  Ihould  fepa- 
rate,  in  order  to  go  in  quell  of  them.  Accordingly 
the  California  ftood  to  the  fouth,  and  we  to  the 
north.  In  the  mean  time  I  went  aihore  with  the 
pinnace,  to  a  head-land  in  the  latitude  of  64*'. 
32/.  to  which  we  gave  the  name  of  Cape  Fry,  in 
honour  of  Rowland  Fry,  Efq.  one  of  the  Com- 
mitee.  In  our  palTage  we  faw  feveral  whales 
fporting  near  the  fbore  ;  and  upon  trying  the  tide, 
we  found  it  came  from  the  north.  The  coaft  was 
of  an  eafy  afcent,  but  rofe  pretty  high  ;  the  hills 
at  adiftance  from  the  Ihore  were  of  a  red-coloured 
rock,  very  fmooth,  and  intirely  bare  ;  in  the 
valleys  between  them  the  foil  is  covered  with  a 
kind  of  turf,  with  pretty  long  grafs,  and  here 
and  there  feme  plants  bearing  yellow  flowers  ;  as. 
alfo  a  kind  of  vetch  then  in  bloom,  which  borel 
blue  and  red  flowers  ;  there  were  great  plenty  of 
thefe  near  the  ponds,  on  which  we  found  many. 
We  faw  feveral  herds  of  deer  browzing  on   the  I 
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'^des  of  the  hills ;  but  we  had  not  time  to  chafe 
them  becaufe  the  Dobbs  galley  waited  for  us  in 
the  offing.  The  fea-weed  near  the  fhore  grows  to 
an  extraordinary  lize,  fome  to  the  length  of  thirty 
feet ;  which  feems  the  more  furprizing,  as,  from 
the  feverity  of  the  climate^  there  are  but  few 
vegetables  on  fhore. 

On  the  2 1  ft  we  failed  in  fearch  of  our  boats  ; 
and  the  next  day  fell  in  with  the  California  ;  when 
upon  mature  conlideration,  it  was  rcfolved  to 
wait  no  longer  than  the  28th,  and  that  the  Cali- 
fornia fhould  fteer  to  the  latitude  of  64*'.  and  the 
Dobbs  to  that  of  6^°.  north.  We  aifo  took  the 
necellary  precautions  to  prevent  any  accident  that 
might  happen,  by  the  boats  palling  by  while  we 
were  thus  employed.  A  pole  was  eredted  with  a 
flag  flying  at  Cape  Fry,  at  the  foot  of  which  a 
letter  was  buried,  to  give  them  inftructions  how 
to  a(5l,  and  information  where  we  were  gone.  Left 
they  fliould  not  obferve  this,  a  large  ciiik  was  moor- 
ed about  a  mile  and  a  half  from  fliore,  where 
we  judged  they  would  pafs,  and  upon  this  alfo  was 
fixed  a  fmall  flag,  with  an  intimation  that  they 
Ihould  rej^air  to  Cape  Fry  for  farther  intelli- 
gence. 

We  now  failed  to  the  northward,  and  having 
reached  the  latitude  of  6^^.  5'.  I  went  in  the  pin- 
nace with  the  fecond  mate  and  fix  hands,  on  the 
weft  coaft  of  the  Welcome  in  order  to  try  the  tide* 
and  found  the  flood  ftill  coming  from  the  north- 
ward. The  country  differed  little  from  that  about 
Cape  Fry,  except  that  it  appeared  fomew  hat  high- 
er ;  we  alfo  here  obferved  great  herds  of  deer 
feeding.  In  our  palfage  we  took  notice  of  feveral 
black  whales,  and  confidering  the  numbers  we 
faw  upon  this  coaft,  it  is  highly  probable  that  a 
moft  advantageous  Hftiery  might  be  carried  on  here 
from  the  factories. 
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On  the  26th  we  Failed  back  to  Cape  Fry,  where 
we  had  the  pleafure  of  meeting  with  the  Califor- 
nia, in  company  with  the  two  boats.  The  officers 
on  board  them  reported,  that  they  found  an  inlet 
in  64.'^.  north  latitude,  which  was  three  or  tour 
leagues  wide  at  the  entrance ;  but  upon  their  lad- 
ing eight  leagues,  it  increafed  to  fix  or  feven 
leagues  wide ;  that  ten  leagues  higher  it  grew 
narrower  by  degrees,  till  i*^  became  only  rour 
leagues  wide  ;  but  though  they  could  perceive 
thefhores  open  again,  they  were  difcouraged  from 
proceeding  farther,  by  obferving  that  the  water 
grew  thicker,  frefher,  and  Ihallower.  They  met  in 
their  paffage  with  many  of  the  Elkimaux,  who  at 
afmall  expence,  lupplied  them  with  a  confiderabie 
quantity  of  frelh  venifon,  and  would  have  procu- 
red them  more,  as  well  as  train  oil,  if  they  could 
have  ftayed  for  them.  It  is  however  highly  proba- 
ble, that  this  inlet  may  have  fome  communication 
with  the  great  lake  within  land,  which  may  per- 
haps iiave  another  outlet  into  the  Weftern  Ocean. 
What  gives  weight  to  this  conjecture  is,  that  the 
ftream  of  ebb  runs  fafter  by  one  half  than  in  the 
Thames  for  ten  hours  in  twelve,  though  it  is 
about  twelve  miles  broad.  At  firft  fight  the  frefh- 
nefs  of  the  water  may  feem  conclufive  againft  a 
paflage ;  but  if  it  had  been  quite  frefh  upon  the 
furface,  it  would  have  been  far  from  being  fo  ;  be- 
caufe  as  this  was  the  feafon  when  the  fnows  were 
melting  and  draining  oflf  the  land,  that  might 
have  been  expected,  and  would  have  been  no  more 
than  what  is  found  in  the  Baltic,  and  on  the  weft 
coaft  of  Africaafter  the  rainy  months.  It  may  be 
proper  alfo  to  remark,  that  though  the  tide  of 
flood  coming  from  the  weft  would  have  been  a 
proof  of  its  being  a  palTage  to  another  fea,  yet  a 
flood  from  the  eaft  is  by  no  means  a  dire(5l  proof 
to  the  contrary  ;  for  it  is  well  known,  that  in  the 
ftreights   of   Magellan   the   tides  from  the  two 
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oceans  meet,  and  it  is  probable,  that  whenever  a 
difcovery  is  made  of  a  north-weft  pafTage,  this  will 
be  the  cafe  there. 

Being  near  Wager's  Streights,  and  abfolutely 
Certain  the  tide  in  the  Welcome  came  from  the 
north,  the  captains  were  of  opinion,  that  confi- 
dering  the  warm  difpute  about  it  between  Arthur 
Dobbs,  Efq.  and  captain  Middleton,and  the  great 
expectations  this  difpute  had  raifed,  it  was  necef- 
fary  now  to  try  whether  it  was  really  a  Streight  in 
the  Weftern  Ocean,  as  the  former  of  thofe  gentle- 
men had,  from  very  probable  reafons,  concluded  ; 
or  a  frelh  water  river,  as  the  other  had  afiferted. 

Wager's  Streights,  as  it  was  then  called,  is  in 
6^°.  ^f-  north  latitude,  and  in  88*^.  weft  longi- 
tude from  London  ;  having  Cape  Montague  on  the 
north,  and  Cape  Dobbs  on  the  fouth  ;  the  nar- 
roweft  part  is  about  five  leagues  to  the  weftward 
of  the  laft  mentioned  Cape,  or  fcarce  fo  much,  and 
there  the  tide  flows  like  a  (luice,  the  fpring  tides 
running  at  the  rate  of  eight  or  nine  miles  an  hour. 
While  the  (hips  were  in  this  place  wc  had  very  lit- 
tle command  of  them  ;  for  the  rapidity  of  the  cur- 
rent carried  the  California  four  or  five  times  round, 
notwithftanding  the  utmoft  endeavours  to  prevent 
it.  There  could  not  be  a  more  furprifing  fpeda- 
cle  than  the  view  of  the  water,  which  raged, 
foamed,  boiled,  and  whirled  about  like  a  great 
torrent,  broken  by  many  rocks  :  this  feems  to  have 
no  other  caufe  than  thenarrownefs  of  the  channel, 
in  proportion  to  the  vaft  body  of  water  that  pafTes 
through  it.  Many  pieces  of  ftraggling  ice  came 
in  with  us  from  the  Welcome,  and  though  we 
went  at  a  great  rate,  yet  by  the  force  oi'  the  irre- 
gular current,  they  fometimes  ran  a-head  of  us,  and 
then  fell  a-ftern  of  us  again.  We  were  about 
three  hours  in  this  fituation  ;  but  having  pafTed  Sa- 
vage Sound,  where  the  channel  grew  broider,  and 
the  tide  lefs  rapid,  we  found  wc  were  mc?re  at  our 
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eafe,  and  in  greatei*  fafety.  This  found  is  formed 
by  a  chain  of  fmall  iilands  that  extend  at  fome  dif- 
tance  from  the  north  fliore,  behind  which  captain 
Middleton  lay,  when  formerly  in  this  place.  On 
the  30th  we  found  ourfelves  off  Deer  Sound,  about 
eight  or  ten  leagues  higher  up,  and  foon  after  dif-» 
covered  a  very  good  place  for  fecuring  the  fhips, 
in  a  manner  furrounded  with  high  rocky  iilands 
that  Iheltered  it  from  almoft  every  wind :  to  this 
place  we  gave  the  name  of  Douglas  Harbour,  in 
honour  of  James  and  Henry  Douglas,  Efqrs.  Af- 
ter mooring  our  Ihips,  a  council  was  held  aboard 
the  Dobbs  galley,  in  which  it  was  un^nimoully 
agreed3  that  the  fhips  fhould  remain  in  their  pre? 
fent  ftation,  while  the  boats  of  each  fhould  pro- 
ceed up  the  ftreight  as  faft  as  poffible,  to  deter- 
mine whether  it  was  a  paffageto  the  Weftern  Ocean 
of  America  or  not ;  and  it  was  refolved,  to  pre- 
vent the  fliips  being  detained  by  waiting  for  the 
boats,  that  if  they  did  not  return  by  the  25th  of 
Auguft,  both  fliips  (hould  fet  fail  for  England. 

In  purfuance  of  thefe  refolutions,  the  captains 
iailed  with  proper  officers,  and  a  fufficient  number 
of  hands,  in  the  boats  belonging  to  their  refpec-. 
tive  (hips,  upon  the  laft  day  of  the  month,  with  a 
fine  gale,  and  continued  a  wefterly  courfe  till  the 
ftreight  diminiihed  in  breadth  from  ten  leagues  to 
fcarce  one.  It  was  now  almoft  night,  when  we 
were  alarmed  by  a  very  loud  noife,  refembling 
the  found  of  a  vaft  catara6l ;  but  not  being  able 
to  difcover  from  whence  it  came,  it  was  thought 
pecellary  to  come  immediately  to  an  anchor,  that 
fome  of  us  might  go  on  the  eminences  on  fhore  to 
fee  what  difcoveries  we  could  make.  This  was  ac- 
cordhigly  done  ;  but  the  fliore  proving  excellive 
rocky  and  fteep,  it  was  dark  before  we  could  get 
to  the  top,  and  we  were  obliged  to  return  to  our 
boat  very  weary,  and  no  wiferthan  when  we  went, 
in  afcending  thefe  rocky  mountains,  we  had  at 
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Onde,  as  great,  as  gloomy,  and  as  awful  a  profpedt  as 
perhaps  was  ever  beheld  by  mortal  eyes.  While  we 
walked  along^  the  beach,  the  ragged  rocks  above 
feemed  pendent  over  our  heads  :  in  fome  places 
were  falls  of  water,  dafhing  from  cliff  to  cliff  1 
from  others  hung  rows  of  prodigious  icicleSj  one 
behind  another,  like  the  pipes  of  a  vaft  organ  ; 
but  the  moft  tremendous  part  of  the  fcene  were 
the  fhattered  crags  that  lay  at  our  feet,  and  plainly 
appeared  to  have  been  torn  from  the  mountain 
tops,  through  the  ex  pan  five  power  of  the  rigour- 
ous  froft,  and  rolled  down  the  fides,  till  they 
reached  the  places  where  they  now  lay. 

The  reader  will  eafily  believe  that  we  fpent  the 
night  with  no  great  fatisfa6lion.  Early  in  the 
morning  we  went  afhore,  where  wefoon  difcovered 
that  the  aftonifhing  noife  v/e  had  heard  was  occa- 
fioned  by  the  tides  being  confined  in  a  paffage 
about  60  yards  wide  ;  both  the  body  of  the  water 
and  its  rapidity  were  exceeding  great ;  and  though 
we  were  above  150  miles  from  the  entrance  of  the 
ftreight,  its  colour  was  perfectly  bright,  its  tafte 
was  very  fait,  and  the  tide  commonly  rofe  four- 
teen feet  and  a  half  at  the  full  and  change  of  the 
moon . 

Obferving  that  the  ftreight  opened  beyond  this 
fall  to  five  or  fix  miles  wide,  and  ran  feveral  leagues 
to  the  weftward,  we  were  Hill  in  hopes  of  a  paJl- 
fage  :  our  grcatefl:  difficulty  was  how  to  pals  the 
fall ;  but  this  was  much  eafier  than  we  had  appre- 
hended, for  I  paffed  it  in  a  little  boat  when  it  was 
in  full  fury,  and  we  foon  found  that  it  might  be 
crofled  without  the  leafl:  hazard  at  half  flood,  when 
the  water  below  tlie  fall  was  upon  a  level  witii 
that  above. 

While  we  lay  here,  three  Indians  came  to  us  in 
their  canoes,  and  appeared  from  their  manners  to 
be  the  fame  fort  of  people  as  thofe  we  met  with  ht 
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other  parts  of  this  coaft,  but  much  lower  in  fta-' 
ture  ;  for  it  is  obfcrvable,  that  in  failing  north  of 
York  Port  every  thing  dwindles,  fo  that  in  6i*^. 
tiees  Ihrink  into  brufii-v.'ood,  and  beyond  the  latH 
ttide  of  67''.  none  of  the  human  fpecies  appear. 
Thefe  Indians  at  firft  feemed  a  little  timorous,  we 
being  probably  the  firft  Europeans  they  had  ever 
feen  ;  but  upon  our  making  ligns  of  friendfliip, 
they  grew  bolder,  and  came  to  converfe  with  us  ; 
^^hen  lettilig  them  know  we  wanted  tuktoa,  whicli 
in  their  language  fignities  venifon,  they  went  afh ore 
and  brought  us  fome  that  had  been  cured  aftei^ 
their  manner  by  drying,  with  fome  pieces  of  buf- 
faloes flcfh,  that  appeared  to  have  been  lately  kil- 
led. Thefe  we  bought  at  an  eafy  rate,  and  they 
%Vent  away  highly  fatisfied. 

We  paired  the  fall  on  the  2d  of  Auguft,  and 
above  it  the  tide  rofe  only  four  feet;  the  fhores  on 
both  fides -were  very  fteep,  and  no  ground  was  to 
•be  felt  with  a  line  of  140  fathoms.  We  ftill  faw 
>feals  and  white  whales  ;  yet  notwithftanding  this, 
inoft  of  the  company  were  a  good  deal  difcouraged 
at  finding  the  water  almoft  freih  ;  but  being  of 
opinion  that  this  freflmefs  was  only  on  the  furfacei 
I  let  down  a  bottle  ftrongly  corked,  to  the  deptH 
of  thirty  fathoms,  where  the  cork  was  forced  in, 
and  the  bottle  came  up  full  of  water,  of  tlie  famd 
degree  of  faitnefs  with  that  in  the  Atlantic  Ocean. 
This  revived  our  hopes  ;  but  this  gleam  of  fuccefs 
proved  of  (liort  continuance,  for  on  the  3d  of 
Auguft  in  the  evening  the  waterbecame  unexpe^ed- 
ly  flioaly,  upon  which  we  anchored.  At  day-break 
the  next  nioi^ning  we  went  ufliore  ;  and  from  the 
hills,  that  were  not  far  from  the  coall,  we  had  the 
mortification  to  fee,  that  our  hitherto  imagined 
ftreight  ended  in  two  fmall  unnavigable  rivers,  one 
of  which  plainly  fell  from  a  lake  that  lay  fome 
Biiles  diftaat  to  the  fouth-weft. 


A  NORTH- Yv^EST  PASSAGE.  267 

During  the  flay  we  made  here,,  iix  canoes  came 
off  to  uSj  and  we  puixhafed  of  them  a  fmail  quan- 
tity of  deer  and  buti^aloes  flelh,  and  Ibme  dried 
falmon.  We  made  figns  to  them  that  vv-e  wanted 
more,  which  they  readily  apprehended,  and  foon 
brought  us  a  much  larger  quantity  ;  which  we  not 
only  purchaied,  but  bought  out  of  mere  curiofity 
fbme  of  their  clothes,  their  bows,  and  whatever 
e'fe  they  were  inclined  to  part  with.  From  thef^ 
people  I  endeavoured  to  obtain  fome  intelligence 
with  refpeft  to  another  fea,  which  I  ftrove  to  fug- ^ 
geft  to  them  might  lie  to  the  weftward  ;  and  to 
make  them  comprehend  wlrat  I  meant,  1  chalked 
out  a  kind  of  rude  draught  of  the  coaft,  in  hopes 
,.they  would  have  continued  it;  but  they  did  not 
(eem  in  the,  leaf:  to  underftand  me,  and  this  was  a 
foniiderable  addition  to  the  difappointment  we  had 
lately  miet  with.  Among  thefe  Jndians  came  a 
f)erfon  whofedrefs  and  language  was  the  fame  with 
.'theirs,  yet  from  his  complexion,  which  was  much 
.fairer,  and  i'rom  his  being  entirely  unacquainted 
.'with  the  management  of  a  canoe,  he  ri.ianifcftiy 
,  appeared  to  be  one  of  another  nation,  and  only 
brouglit  by  them  to  fee  us.  Our  captain  imagining 
tliat  he  might  l)e  a  fiave,  and  obfci'ving  how  ready 
they  were  to  part  with  any  thing  they  had,  thought 
it  might  not  be'impo'Iible  to  pur  chafe  him:  he 
tlierefore  fent  Mr.  Thomi)lbn,  the  furgeon,  on 
Jliore  with  a  j>  reel' of  goods,  to  try  what  he  could 
do;  but  the  Indians  reje(^ted  the  oifer,  in  a  man- 
ner that  plainly  Ihewed  their  dillike. 

On  the  4th,  both  the  boats  weighed,  and  we 
began  to  make  the  bcit  of  our  way  back  to  tht? 
il)ij>s;  but  the  wind  being  liigh  and  againft  us,  we 
were  obliged  in  the  cvcMiing  to  take  fiiellcr  in  a 
cove  under  thcfouth  fliore  ;  however,  towards 
midiiight,  the  wind  (hifting  in  our  favour,  we  got 
under  lail,  and  had  no.t  proceeded  far,  before  we 
v.cic  hailed  by  the  people  of  the  Caiitornia'i?  bo^t 
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to  inform  us  that  they  had  loft  a-Hian,  who  had 
the  misfortune  to'be  knQci<:ed  overboard  by  the 
main-fail's  fuddenly  fliifting  from  one  fide  to  the 
other;  but  the  boat  making  great  way,  and  the 
night  being  very  dark,  they  heard  no  more  of  him. 
We  repaired  the  fall  on  the  6th,  and  grappled  that 
jiight,  under  an  illand  eight  or  ten  leagues  below 
it.  Having  from  thence  a  ftrong  gale  of  windj, 
with  much  fleet  and  fnow,  we  foon  arrived  at  the 
Ihips. 

A  council  was  immediately  held  for  receiving 
our  report,  and  Mr.  ThoQipfon,  the  furgeon,  in- 
timating fome  doubts  that  as  the  fea  ran  high,  and 
we  were  at  a  confiderable  diftance  from  the  north 
Ihore  in  our  return,  we  might  poffibly  have  palTed 
fome  opening  unobferved,  whicii  he  was  the  rathe? 
inclined  to  apprehend,  as  he  thought  the  land 
looked  both  high  and  double,  with  very  large 
breaks  between  the  mountains:  he  propofed  to 
take  a  view,  in  order  tp  obtain  full  fatisfa61:ion.  | 
readily  feconded  his  motion,  from  the  coniideration 
of  the  extraordinary  tides  we  had  obferved  at 
Douglafs  Harbour,  where  they  rofe  16  feet  and  a 
half  perpendicular;  and  it  was  refolved,  that  the  ; 
Refolution  fhould  immediately  proceed  to  obtaii'^ 
.full  fatisfa6tion. 

Mr.    Thompfon,    the  chief   mate,    and  myfelf, 
went  upon  this  expedition.    In  our  paffage  we  faw  ■. 
many  black  whales,  and  a  prodigious  number  of  ■ 
feals;  but  about  midnight  finding  ourfelves  inclofed 
by  the  coaft  and  the  ifiands  that  lay  before  it,  we  ' 
founded,  and  felt  ground  at  ^o  fathoms  ;  and  the 
idepth  continuing  to  diniiniili,  we  came  to  an  an- 
chor.   In  the  morning  we  landed,  and  difcovereed 
from  an  eminence,  that  this  opening  ran  feverai 
leagues  towards  the  fouth-weft  ;   but  that  it  woifki   \ 
be  impoffible  to  proceed  much  farther,  on  account   1 
of  feverai  ridges  of  ftones,  that  ran  quite  acrofs  itj  J 
lind  were  very  viable  at  low  water..   We  alio  di^- 
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covered  to  the  northward  of  this,  another  opening 
which  likewife  terminated  about  three  leagues  from 
its  entrance,  much  in  the  fame  manner.  All  hopes 
of  finding  a  paflage  in  this  place  being  now  loft, 
we  returned  to  the  fhips  as  fpeedily  as  poffible,  and 
reached  them  on  the  14th  ;  fo  that  we  had  been 
abfent  on  this  fervice  only  one  day. 

On  the  15th  of  Auguft  we  weighed  from  Dou- 
glafs  Harbour,  in  company  with  the  California. 
We  were  met  in  the  narrows  entering  the  Wager, 
by  a  flood  tide,  which  detained  us  feveral  hours. 
On  the  1 7th,  the  weather  being  very  fair  and  mode- 
rate, and  the  Iky  clear,  we  being  now  in  the 
Welcome,  it  was  propofed  that  as  we  lay  within 
three  or  four  leagues  of  the  Low  Breach,  we  Ihould 
go  thither  to  try  the  tide.  Accordingly  in  the  even- 
ing I  went  with  our  fecond  mate  for  that  purpofe  ; 
but  before  we  could  reach  the  fliore  it  was  dark, 
and  paft  the  tinie  of  high-water,  which  made  it 
neceffaryfor  us  to  ftay  till  high-water  again,  in 
order  to  execute  our  commiffion  with  certainty.  In 
the  mean  time  the  Dobbs  lay-to  in  the  offing,  and 
fired  guns  every  half  hour  ;  but  either  the  wind, 
or  the  ebb  tide,  driving  her  feveral  leagues  to  the 
northward,  flie  was  foon  at  too  great  a  diftance  for 
us  to  hear  her  guns,  and  by  morning  was  out  of 
fight.  At  day-break  we  finiflied  the  bufinefs  for 
which  we  came,  finding  that  the  tide  flowed  froni 
thenorthward,  and  arofe  to  the  height  of  fifteen 
feet ;  and  that  it  was  high-water  fomewhat  earlier 
than  upon  the  oppofite  coaft.  Our  bufinefs  being 
now  over,  it  was  next  to  be  confidcred  how  we 
Ihould  get  on  board,  which  feemed  attended  with 
difficulties,  clothed  with  fuch  circumftances  of 
terror,  as  could  not  fail  of  making  the  ftrongcll 
imprcllion  on  our  minds.  The  fliip,  as  I  have 
obferved,  was  out  of  fight,  and  it  was  impoffible 
for  us  to  know  whicli  way  to  follow  her  ;  the  wind 
grew  very  high,  and  thp  weather  thick,  attended 
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with  fnow  ;  the  boat  was  fmall  and  deep,  moft  of 
the  hands  were  I^iid-men,  and  thofe  much  indif< 
pofed  ;  ib  that,  every  thing  confidered,  we  :Werj^ 
in  a  deplorable  fituatiori.  I  endeavoured  to  encoun 
rage  the  people,  by  .reprefenting,  that,  let  the. 
event  be  what  it  would,  it  was  better  tor  us  to  ga 
to  fea  in  fearch  of  the  ihip,  than  to  remain  on  thafe 
inhofpitable  coaft,  wJiere  there  was  not  the  leaft 
track  of  man  or  beaft,  no  Ihelter  to  be  had,  or  fo 
mu^ch  as  a  drop  of  frelh  water;  and  where  it  was 
impoffible  to  prolong  our  lives,  as  we  had  hardly 
one  day's  provifions  on  boardr*  Influenced  by 
thefe  reafons,  the  people  agreed  to  put  to  .fea  ; 
which  we  accordingly  did.  The  wind  increafing, 
and  the  fea  running  very  high,  we  took  in  a  great 
deal  of  water,  and  much  of  our  time  and  labour 
were^employed  in  throwing  it  out  ;  fo  that  if  wag 
impoilible  we  (laould  have  held  out  much  longer. 
However,  when  we  were  about  twelve 'leagues 
from  Ihore,  we,  to  cur  great  joy,  obferved  thjg, 
ihips  ;  and  this  giving  usfreili  fpirits,  we  redoubl7 
ed  our  eiTorts,  aiid  loon  g,ot  fate  on  board.  Happy 
"was  it  for  us  that  we  did  fo;  other  wife,  we  nuift, 
inevitably  have  perilhed  ;  for  the  wind  and  lea 
foon  rofe  much  higher,  and  the  weather  became 
fo  thick,  and  dark,  that  it  would  have  been  im-; 
poffible  to  have  difcerned  either  the  fliips  or  the 
lliore. 

On  the  19th,  the  wind,  which  had  been  fouth- 
crly,  Ihifting,  we  took  the  advantage  of  failing ; 
but  the  Rcfblution  being  a  great  hindrance,  it 
^vas  judged  expedient  to  take  every  thing  out  of 
her  and  turn  her  adrift;  and  the  weather  growing 
very  indifferent,  it  was  agreed  to  bear  away  for 
England.  Vv^e  entered  Hudfon's  ftreights  on  the 
29th,  and  -^ad  very  pleafmt  and  warm  weather 
till  the  3d  of  September,  when  it  grew  foul  again. 
On  tiie  5th  we  fell  in  v/ith  two  of  tiie  Hudlbn's 
Bay  company's  Ihips,   The  uncomfortable  weiithe|" 
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Ive  now  had,  chiefly  occaiioned  by  the  thick  and 
noilbme  fogs,  made  m^ny  of  pur  people  relapie 
into  their  old  dillemper  of  the  fcurvy  ;  which  was 
the  more  unfortunate^  as  we  were  then  in  the  molt 
dangerous  navigation  of  all  thcfe  feas,  ov^ing  to 
the  narrownefs  of  the  freights,  the  want  of  found- 
ings, the  huge  mountains  of  ice,  which  might 
well  be  compared  to  floating  rocks,  and  the  difmal 
dark  weather  that  rendered  it  difficult  to  avoid 
them.  Frightful  and  fhocking  as  thefe  circuni- 
ftances  were,  they  foon  became  fo  familiar  as  not 
much  to  afie(5f  us :  and  here  the-  danger  is  {o  far 
leflened  by  keeping  a  conllant  watch,  and  proper 
difcipline  among  the  feamen,  that  a  melancholy 
accident  feldom  happens,  and  the  Hudfon's  Bay 
company's  fhips  return  year  after  year  without 
fuffering  any  dilafter. 

On  the  9th  of  Se}>tember  we  fell  into  a  prodigi- 
ous ftrong  rippling,  the  fea  breaking  over  us  on 
all  fides,  occafioned  by  the  tide  fetting  flrongly 
■  againft  a  pretty  brifk  wind  ;  and  from  hence  we 
judged  ourfelvcs  to  be  near  the  ifland  of  Refolu- 
tion/   There  were  now  feveral  large  mountains 
of  ice  floating  in  fight;  but   we* foon  left  them 
behind  us,  as  we  began  to  enter  into  a  warmer 
climate.  On  the  night  of  the  12th  we  had  a  moft 
terrible  ftorm,  in  which  we  futfered  confiderably 
in  our  rigging;  bat  our  malts  efcaped  beyond  ex- 
peftation.     During  this  ftorm  the  California  was 
leparatccl  from  us  :   the   weather  however  cleai'ed 
up,  and  lafted  favourable  for  about  ten  days;  and 
on  the  28th  we  caft   anchor  at  Carftowij,  in  the 
j  ifland  of  Ponoma,   where,   to  our  great  joy,  the 
!f  California  arrived  the  day  after,  from  whom  we 
I  had   been  ie|)aratcd  about  a   fortnight.     In   this 
)  harbour  we  continued  abotit  a  week,  and  on  the 
'  6thor06t()bGr  failed  from  thence  in  company  with 
ii  the  California  and  four  Ilwdfon'a  15ay  Ihips,  under 
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the  convoy  of  his  'majefty's  fhip  the  Merciii*y,  an4 
arrived  fafely  in  Yarmouth  road  on  the  14th  of 
the  fame  month,  after  being  one  year,  four  months 
and  feventeen  days  from  our  leaving  that  road; 
Thus  ended  a  voyage  which  had  raifed  tlaeexpefta- 
tions  of  all  the  maritime  countries  in  Europe^ 
without  fuccefs ;  and  yet  with  clearer  and  fuller 
proof  of  the  probability  of  fuch  a  paflage,  thaii 
had  ever  before  been  given. 
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Containing  a  particular  defcription  of  the  places  through  which 

,  he  pa/Ted,  on  his  way  to  Jerufalem;  of  the  ceremonies  annually 

ufed  there;  an  account  of  the  village  of  Nazareth,  of  the 

city  of  Damafcus,  &c.     To  which  is  added  an  account  of 

the  Ruins  of  Balbec. 


JL  H  E  author  of  thefe  travels  was  a  gentle- 
man of  great  learning,  and  having  a  llrong  turn 
towards  antiquities,  and  church  hillory,  through 
his  patron  Dr.  Sprat,  Bifhop  of  Rochefter,  had 
it  in  his  power  to  provide  for  himfelf  at  home,  3'et 
upon  the  firft  propofal  of  his  going  chaplain  to 
the  factory  at  Aleppo,  he  gladly  embraced  it,  and 
afterwards  laid  hold  of  a  favourable  opportunity 
of  vifiting  the  land  of  Judea ;  the  fcene  of  the 
principal  anions  of  our  Saviour  and  hisapoftles. 
And  his  account  of  that  jonrney,  from  which  the 
following  is  extracted,  isjiilily  efteemed  for  the 
candour,  fidelity  and  exadnefs  with  which  it  is 
written. 

On  the  26th  of  February  1696,  I  fet  out  with 
fourteen  Englidi  gentlemen  from  Aleppo,  deilgn- 

voL.  IV.  Mm 
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ing  to  vifit  the  ijoly  Land  at  the  approaching 
Eafter.  The  firft  night  we  took  up  our  quarters 
at  the  Honey  Kane  about  an  hour  and  a  half  weft 
of  Aleppo,  a  very  indifferent  lodging ;  for  it  is 
to  be  obferved,  that  in  travelling  this  country  a 
man  does  not  meet  every  night  with  inns  as  in 
England  ;  but  mufl  either  lodge  under  his  owu 
tent,  or  in  public  lodgings  founded  by  charity  for 
the  ufe  of  travellers,  called  by  the  Turks  Kanes. 
Thefe  are  fometimes  feated  in  towns  and  villages, 
and  fometimes  at  proper  diftances  upon  the  road, 
and  are  built  in  the  manner  of  a  cloyfler,  encom- 
paffing  a  court  of  thirty  or  forty  yards  fquare. 
To  thefe  places  all  comers  are  welcome,  upon 
paying  a  fmall  fee  to  the  Kane  keeper,  and  very 
frequently  without  that  acknowledgment.  But 
here  nothing  is  to  be  expe6led  but  bare  walls  ;  for 
meat,  drink,  bed,  fire,  and  provender  muft  be  pro- 
vided by  every  one  that  travels. 

The  next  morning  we  left  the  Honey  Kane,  and 
pafling  by  Oorem  and  KefFree,  entered  the  plain 
of  Kefteen,  which  is  of  vaft  compafs,  and  in  moft 
places  very  fruitful  and  well  cultivated.  At  our 
firft  entering  it  at  ElToyn,  we  counted  no  lefs 
than  24  villages  that  were  at  once  within  view. 
This  plain  has  a  reddifli  foil,  and  there  is  hardly 
a  flone  to  be  feen  in  it,  though  on  the  weft  fide 
a  high  ridge  of  naked  rocks  extend  many  miles 
without  the  leaft  fign  of  mould,  or  any  ufeful  pro 
duclion  :  which  appears  as  if  nature  in  kindnefs 
to  the  hufbandnian,  had  cleared  the  whole  plain 
of  ftones,  and  piled  them  together  on  that  moun 
tain. 

Kefteen  is  a  large  village  on  the  weft  fide  of  th< 
plain,  encompaOed  with  corn  fields,  whence  th< 
inhabitants  reap  the  advantage  of  breeding  a  great ' 
number  of  pigeons,  fo  that  there  are  more  dove- 
cotes to  be  found  here  than  other  houfes.     At  this 
place  we  obferved  over  the  door  of  a  bagnio,  a 
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piece  of  marble  on  which  was  carved  a  crofs  with 
the  Gloria  Patri  in  Greek,  which  was  probably  the 
J  portal  of  fome  ancient  church. 
'..  On  the  28th  we  left  Kefteen,  and  continuing  in 
the  fame  fertile  plain,  abounding  in  corn,  vines, 
and  olives,  we  came  to  Harbanoofe,  and  from 
thence  to  a  very  large  valley  called  Rooge,  which 
is  fkirted  on  both  fides  with  high  rocky  mountains, 
and  having  travelled  four  hours  in  this  valley, 
we  paffed  through  the  fkirt  of  the  lake,  or  in  the 
eaftern  ftyle,  the  fea  of  Rooge,  where  we  found 
great  difficulty  in  getting  our  horfes  and  loaded 
mules  through  the  mire  and  water.  From  thence 
we  came  to  Te  ne-ree,  where  we  paid  our  firft  ca- 
phar  ;  a  duty  paid  by  travellers  to  officers  who  at- 
tend at  their  appointed  ftations  to  receive  it.  This 
duty  was  at  firii  levied  by  the  Chriftians  to  pay 
the  country  people  for  repairing  the  roads,  and  fe- 
curing  them  from  the  Arabs,  or  other  robbers, 
and  under  this  pretence  the  Turks  now  arbitrarily 
exa(5f  unreafonable  funis,  though  inftead  of  being 
a  fafeguard,  they  themfelves  frequently  prove  the 
greateft  robbers. 

We  now  crolfed  over  the  mountains  on  the  weft 

fide  of  the  valley  of  Rooge,  and  defcending  into 

another  valley,  pafiTed  a  village  called  Bell-maez  ; 

whence  we  came  to  Shoggle,  a  pretty  large,  but 

nafty  town,  on  the   banks  of  the  river  Orontes, 

over  which  there  is  a  ))airage   by  a  bridge  of  13 

fmall  arches.     The  river  is  here  confiderably  broad 

and  rapid.    Its  waters  are  not  only  turbid  but  very 

;  unwholefome,  and  its  fifli  (till  more  ib  ;  for  every 

I  one  of  the  company  who  eat  of  them  over  night, 

v/ere   very  much   difordered    the   next  morning. 

We  here   lodged   in  a  large  and   haiidlbmc  Kane, 

.1  endowed  with  a  competent  revenue,  for  fupplying 

V  every  traveller  who  lodged  in  it  with  bread,  fledi- 

I  meat  and    broth,  which  is  always  reariy  tor  thofo 

>  who  demand  it.     It  was  crouded  with  Turkifh  pil- 
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grims  bound  for  Mecca,  and  yet  we  found  a  peace- 
able reception  among  them. 

On  the  firft  of  March  we  crofTed  a  mountain  on 
the  weft  fide  of  the  valley,  from  which  we  de- 
fcended  into  a  third  valley  like  the  two  former, 
and  having  pafTed  the  village  Be-da  me,  in  two 
hours  time  entered  into  a  woody  mountainous 
country  where  we  found  the  road  very  rocky  and 
uneven  ;  but  yet  its  variety  rendered  it  agreeable. 
Sometimes  we  were  led  under  the  cool  fliade  of 
thick  trees,  at  others  through  narrow  valleys  wa- 
tered by  murmuring  ftreams,  and  afterwards  for  2l 
confiderable  time  together,  upon  the  brink  of  a 
precipice  ;  and  in  ail  thefe  places  we  were  regaled 
■with  the  view  and  the  fragrance  of  beautiful 
aromatic  trees  and  flowers,  as  myrtles,  oleanders, 
cyclamens,  tulips,  anemonies,  and  marigolds. 
Having  in  this  manner  fpent  about  two  hours,  we 
defeended  into  a  low  valley,  at  the  bottom  of  which 
there  is  a  filTure  fo  narrow,  that  we  could  not  dif* 
cern  it  till  we  came  juft  up  to  it.  At  a  great  dif- 
tance  we  heard  the  noife  of  a  torrent  that  poured 
into  it  from  the  hills,  and  though  it  appeared  to 
be  no  lefs  than  thirty  yards  deep,  a  bridge  with  a 
fmall  arch  of  lefs  than  four  yards  broad  conducted 
lis  over  it.  It  is  called  the  Sheck's  Wife,  from  a 
woman  of  that  quality  who  fell  into  it  and  perilhed. 
Its  depth  and  the  roaring  of  the  water  are  fo  ex- 
traordinary, that  it  can  fcarcely  be  pafTed  without 
horror.  From  hence  we  came  to  a  place  called  the 
Sultan's  Stone,  where  we  pitched  our  tents,  and 
lodged  for  that  night. 

On  the  2d,  the  weather  being  cold  and  moift  we 
left  our  field  lodging  very  early,  and  continuing 
our  journey  through  woods  and  mountains,  entered 
a  fine  well  cultivated  country,  planted  with  gar- 
dens, through  which  we  came  to  Belulca,  and 
then  repaired  to  a  place  which  is  both  the  Kane  of 
the  village  and  the  Aga's  houfe,  when  it  raining 
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very  hard,  we  refolved  to  vifit  the  Aga  with  a 
fmall  prefent,  in  order  to  procure  a  civil  recep- 
tion ;  but  it  was  not  without  much  importunity 
we  obtained  a  dry  part  of  his  houfe  to  lodge  in. 
In  the  mean  time  being  informed  that  there  were 
feveral  Chriftian  inhabitants  in  this  place,  we  went 
to  vifit  the  church,  which  was  no  more  than  a 
room  four  or  five  yards  fquare,  walled  with  dirt, 
and. covered  with  bulhes,  in  which  was  an  altar 
of  the  faaie  materials  as  the  walls,  paved  at  top 
with  potlherds  and  dates,  and  in  the  middle  of  the 
altar  ftood  a  fmall  crofs  made  of  two  laths  nailed 
together,  on  each  fide  of  which  were  nailed  two 
or  three  prints  reprefenting  our  blelTed  Lord  and 
the  Virgin.  On  the  fouth  fide  was  a  piece  of  plank 
fupported  by  a  poft,  and  defigned  for  a  reading 
defk,  near  which  was  a  little  hole  in  the  wall  to 
give  light  to  the  reader.  This  miferable  ftrudture 
is  held  in  much  efteem  by  the  poor  people,  who 
come  hither  with  great  devotion,  and  fuperftiti- 
Gufly  hang  the  room  with  bags  of  filk  worm's 
eggs,  that  the  holinefs  of  the  place  may  bring  a 
blefling  upon  them,  and  make  them  increafe. 

On  the  3d,  the  hopes  of  a  fair  day,  after  the 
great  rains  which  had  fallen  for  near  eight  hours 
together,  made  us  leave  Belulca  ;  but  we  foon  be- 
gan to  wifli  that  we  had  not  left  our  former  bad 
accommodations.  The  rain  fell  with  ftill  greater 
violence,  and  the  road  was  deep  and  full  of  floughs. 
We  however  refolved  to  proceed,  and  at  length 
arrived  at  Sholfatia,  a  poor  village  fituated  upon 
a  brook  now  fwelled  fo  high  as  to  be  impaflable. 
The  houfes  of  the  vilhige  were  filled  with  dirt  and 

r  naftinefs,  being  prom ifciioii fly  inhabited  by  the 
villagers  and  their  cattle,  and  the  rain  was  fo  vio- 
lent, that  we  could  not  pitch  our  tents  in  the  fields 

) '  without  danger  to  ourfelves  and  our  horfes.  But 
while  we  were  in  this  dilemma  the  rain  abated, 
when  betaking  ourfelves  to  a  fmall  afcent  by  the 
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water  fide,  we  intended  to  pitch  our  tents  there, 
notwithftanding  tHe  wetnefs  of  the  ground,  to 
wait  for  the  falling  of  the  ftream.  We  had  not 
however  long  enjoyed  this  celTation,  when  it  began 
to  pour  down  afrelh,  accompanied  with  moft  ter- 
rible thunder  and  lightning.  We  then  fent  a  Turk 
to  a  flieck's  houfe  hard  by,  to  try  if  by  any  means 
we  could  get  admittance  ;  and  at  lall,  with  good 
words,  and  by  declaring  that  we  had  no  mtention 
to  violate  the  faith  of  the  Mahometans,  were  per- 
mitted to  fecure  our  baggage  in  the  houfe,  while 
we  fought  for  (lielter  among  the  tombs.  A  flieck's 
houfe  is  a  ftone  fabrick  fix  or  eight  yards  fquare, 
roofed  with  a  cupola  ere(?l:ed  over  the  grave  of  Ibme 
eminent  Sheck,  who  by  his  long  beard,  prayers 
and  pharifaical  pride,  has  purchafed  the  reputation 
of  a  faint.  There  are  many  of  thefe  buildings  in 
this  country,  whither  the  people  repair  to  offer  up 
their  prayers,  not  to  the  faint,  but  only  to  God, 
whom  alone  they  adore. 

The  next  morning  we  had  the  fatisfa(5tion  of 
finding  the  river  fordable,  and  got  to  the  other  fide 
with  our  baggage,  from  whence  afcending  a  very, 
fteep  hill,  we  were  at  the  top  of  it  prefented  with 
a  profpe6l  of  the  ocean,  and  to  the  weihvard  had 
a  view  of  the  city  of  Latikea,  originally  built  by 
Seleucus  Nicator,  and  by  him  called  Laodicea  in 
honour  of  his  mother.  It  was  anciently  a  place  of 
great  magnificence,  but  was  afterwards  reduced  to 
a  very  lov^^  condition.  However,  being  lately  re- 
built, it  was  no'^  become  one  of  the  mofi;  flourilh- 
ing  places  upon  the  coafi:.  From  the  lafi:  mentioned 
hill  wedefcended  intoa  fpacious  plain,  along  which 
we  travelled  with  the  fea  on  our  right  hand,  and  a 
range  of  mountains  on  our  left.  In  this  plain  we 
obferved  two  ancient  tombs;  thefe  were  flone  chefl:s 
each  of  them  two  yards  and  a  half  long,  covered 
over  Vk-ith  large  tasbles  of  ftone  that  had  been  lifted 
afide,  probably  in  hopes  of  finding  treafure.    The 
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chefts  were  carved  on  the  outfide  with  bulls  heads, 
and  wreaths  hanging  between  them,  after  the 
manner  in  which  the  heathen  altars. were  adorned. 

Having  proceeded  about  an  hour  trom  the  tombs, 
we  were  flopped  by  another  ftream,  but  by  march- 
ing up  higher,  found  a  fafe  pallage  to  the  other 
fide,  and  then  were  forced  by  a  violent  ftorm  of 
hail,  followed  by  a  continual  rain,  to  make  the 
belt  of  our  way  to  Jebilee.  The  road  ftill  continu- 
ing for  feveral  days  between  the  fea  on  the  right, 
and  the  mountains  on  the  left,  which  are  inhabited 
by  feveral  rude  nations. 

In  the  mountains  above  Jebilee,  there  dwell  a 
people  called  by  the  Turks  Neceres,  who  are  of  a 
very  Angular  character,  for  they  adhere  to  no 
certain  religion  ;  but  appear  of  that  profelTed  by 
thofe  with  whom  they  converfe.  Thus  with 
Chriftians  they  make  a  profeilion  of  Chriftianity, 
with  the  Turks  they  profels  to  be  good  MuiTul- 
mans,  and  with  Jews  they  pretend  to  follow  the 
law  of  Mofes.  Indeed  they  are  very  Proteufes  in 
religion,  and  all  that  is  certain  relating  to  them  is, 
that  they  make  great  quantities  of  ver^  good  vvine, 
and  are  great  drinkers. 

We  ftaid  all  the  next  day  in  Jebilee  to  recruit 
ourfelves  after  ourfatigue,  having  the  convenience 
of  a  new  Kane  to  lodge  in,  ere<5ted  at  the  north 
end  of  the  city  by  Oftan,  then  balFa  of  Tripoly. 
Jubilee  is  Pjated  clofe  by  the  fca,  having  a  large 
and  fruitful  plain  on  its  other  fides.  Its  ancient 
name  wasGabala,  and  thus  it  is  called  by  Strabo. 
Under  the  Greek  emperors  it  was  a  billiop's  fee, 
and  notwithltanding  its  making  a  very  mean  figure 
at  prefent,  it  is  Hill  efieemed  a  city.  T.he'  moft 
remarkable  edifices  to  be  found  here  are  a  mofque 
and  an  alms-houfc,  built  by  Sultan  Ibrahim.  In 
the  former  is  his  tomb,  which  we  wcie  permitted 
to  fee,  though  it  is  held  in  great  veneration  by 
the  Turks.     Wc  found  it  to  be  only  a  laigc  wood- 
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en  cheft,  placed  o?er  the  grave,  and  covered  ovei* 
with  painted  calico,  which  extends  on  all  iides 
to  the  ground.  It  was  alfoembelliihed  with  many 
long  firings  of  wooden  beads  hanging  upon  it, 
fomewhat  refembling  the  furniture  of  a  button- 
maker's  Ihop  :  but  this  is  the  ufual  way  in  which 
the  Turks  adorn  the  tombs  of  their  holy  men.  In 
this  niofque  we  alfo  faw  feveral  incenfe  pots, 
candle-fticks  for  altars,  and  other  church  furniture; 
the  fpoils  obtained  from  Chriflian  churches  at  the 
taking  of  Cyprus.  Adjoining  to  the  mofque  is  a 
beautiful  bagnio,  and  a  finall  grove  of  orange  trees, 
imder  the  Ihade  of  which  it  is  ufual  for  travellers, 
in  fummer  time  to  pitch  their  tents. 

The  Turks  who  conducted  us  into  the  mofque 
told  us  a  long  ftory  of  the  Sultan  Ibrahim,  and 
obferved  that  having  divefled  himfelf  of  his  royalty, 
he  retired  to  a  grotto  by  the  fea-fide,  where  he 
lived  twenty  years  in  a  ftate  of  poverty,  and  in  the 
pra^ice  of  devotion.  To  confirm  the  truth  of  this 
relation  they  carried  us  to  a  grotto  where  they  faid 
he  had  dwelt,  and  at  a  fmall  diftance  to  another 
grotto  twice  as  large,  uncovered  at  the  top,  and 
with  three  niches  or  praying  places,  hewn  on  the 
fouth  fide;  for  that  way  the  MulTulmans  are  oblig- 
ed to  fet  their  faces  out  of  reverence  to  the  tomb 
of  their  prophet.  This  place  they  would  have  to 
be  Sultan  Ibrahim's  oratory.  We  alfo  faw  in  this 
place  a  multitude  of  fepulchres  hewn  in  a  rock  by 
the  lea- fide,  according  to  the  ancient  manner  of 
burying  in  this  country.  Our  guide  then  carried 
us  to  a  Chriftian  church,  which  we  found  to  be 
nothing  more  than  a  fmall  grotto  in  a  rock  opeii 
towards  the  fea,  with  a  rude  pile  of  ftones  for  an 
altar  ;  and  the  curate  told  us,  that  himfelf  and 
fomefew  other  Chrifl:ians  of  the  Greek  communion 
a  {fen  J  bled  for  divine  fervice  in  this  poor  chapel, 
they  not  being  allowed  to  have  any  place  of  wor- 
fnip  within  the  town. 
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This  city  feems  to  have  been  formerly  a  place 
of  commerce  ;  for  there  is  ftili  to  be  feeh  a  ridge 
I  "of  large  fqiiare  ftones,  which  run  a  little  way  into 
'the  Tea,  and  appear  to  have  once  formed  a  mole. 
'Near  this  place  we  faw  many  columns  of  granite, 
TjiUQ  by  the  water  iide,  and  others  fallen  into  the 
Kvater.     We  obferved  others   in   the  garden  clofe 
li)y,  with  capitals  of  white  marble  finely  carved  ; 
but  the  nioit  conliderable  antiquity  in  Jebiiee  is 
the  remains  of  a  noble  theatre,  at  the  north  gate 
of  the  city,    of  which  a  femicircle  is  all  that  is 
now  ftanding.     This  is  100  yards  in  compafs,  hav- 
ing in  it  part  of  a  range  of  leventeen  round  win- 
dows, between  which  are  raifed  large  malTy  pillars 
ftanding  on  high  pedeltals  againit  the  wall,  which 
is  three  yards  and  three  quarters  thick,  and  built 
of  very  large  and  firm  ftoncs.     By  thefe  means  it 
has  been  thus  long  preferved  from  the  decays  of 
time,  and  the  ruin  brought  upon  moll:  places  by 
the  Turks,  wherever  they  came. 

Early  in  the  morning  of  the^th  we  left  Jebiiee 
and  co.itinuing  by  the  fea  fide,  arrived  in  about 
two  hours  at  a  fine  deep  river  called  by  the  Turks, 
Naher-il  Mclech,  or  the  King's-River  ;  on  both 
fidei  of  which  we  fiw  feveral  columns  of  granite, 
and  Ihnv:  other  remains  oFconfiderable  bviildings. 

We  ftill  pioceeded  by  the  fea-fidc,  and  in  about 
a  qudrter  of  an  hour  paffed  by  an  old  callle  on  the 
top  of  a  higli  mountain,  built  in  the  form  of  an 
equilateral  triangle.  It  is  called  by  the  Tin'ks 
Mirchab,  and  is  probably  the  fame  callle  mention- 
ed by  A  Irichoniius  under  the  name  of  Margath, 
to  which  the  billiops  of  Balanea  were  obliged  to 
tranflate  their  fee,  on  account  of  the  infuits  they 
received  from  tlie  Saracens.  At  about  the  diltanc(? 
of  an  hour  aii<i  a  half  from  Baneas,  we  carne  to  a 
fmall  clear  ftream,  which  induced  us  to  take  up 
our  lodgings  near  it,  having  in  fight  on  the  moun- 
t-ains  above  us,  a  village  called  ISophia,  inhabited 
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only  by  Maroni^ ;  a  little  farther  is  Befack,  gr 
village  pofTefTed  by  the  Tiirks^  and  at  fome  diJP- 
tance  from  that  Merakiah^  poirelTed  both  by  Turks 
and  Chriftians. 

Early  the  next  morning  we  fet  out  again,  and 
in  three  hours  came  to  a  deep  river  called  Nahor 
Hulfine,  which  had  an  old  bridge  of  one  large 
and  well  built  arch  ;  and  continuing  our  journey 
by  the  fea-fide,  in  an  hour  and  a  half  more  we 
reached'  Tortolk,  anciently  called  Orthofia,  and 
was  a  bilhop's  fee  in  the  province  of  Tyre,  it  is 
frequently  mentioned  by  the  writers  of  the  holy 
wars  as  sl  pkce  of  great  ftrength.  All  that  re- 
mains of  it  is  the  caftley  which  is  very  large,  and 
is  ftill  inhabited.  On  one  fide  it  is  wafhed  by  the 
fea,  and  on  the  other  fortified  by  a  doable  waU 
of  cdarfe  marble,  between  which  is  a  ditch,  and 
another  furrounding  the  outermoft  w^alK  This  forfe 
is  entered  by  ah  old  draw-bridge,  which  leads  into 
a  fpacious  room,  that  on  one  fide  refembles  a 
church,  and  on  the  other  has  the  appearance  of  a 
eaftle,  it  being  built  with  port-holes  irifl:ead  of 
windows.  This  room,  howevei^^  we  found  un- 
covered, though  it  was  anciently  arched  over, 
and  was  the  church  belonging  to  the  cafl;le.  On 
the  fouth  and  eafl;  fide  of  it  formerly  fl;ood  the  city, 
encompaired  by  a  good  wall  and  a  ditch,  of  which 
there  are  fi:ill  fome  confiderable  remains ;  but 
there  is  no  other  building  left,  except  a  church, 
which  is  130  feet  long,  ^^  broad,  and  61  high. 
Its  walls,  arches  and  pillars  are  of  a  bafl:ard  mar- 
ble, and  fo  entire  that  it  might  be  repaired,  and 
again  made  a  beautiful  church  at  a  fmall  expence  ,* 
but  it  is  now  a  fl:all  for  cattle,  and  we  were  obliged 
to  wade  up  to  the  knees  in  dirt  in  taking  a  viewi 
of  it. 

From  Tortola  we  fent  our  baggage  before  us, 
and  following  it  foon  after,  came  to  a  large  chan- 
nel of  a  river,  now  almoft  dry,  and  in  about  halC; 
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sn  hour  more  came  oppofite  to  a  fmall  ifland 
about  a  league  from  the  fhore,  called  by  the 
Turks,  Recad,  and  is  fuppofed  to  be  the  ancient 
Arvad,  Arphad,  or  Arpad,  under  which  feveral 
names  it  is  mentioned  in  Scripture,  and  to  be  the 
Aradus  of  the  Greeks  and  Romans.  Itfeemed  to 
he  filled  with  tall  buildings  like  caftles  ;  and  the 
ancient  ii;ihabitants  were  famous  for  navigation. 

Having  proceeded  about  a  quarter  of  an  hour 
farther,  we  came  up  with  our  muleteers,  who  had 
pitched  their  tents  ;  when  we  found  fome  remark- 
able antiquities  near  a  rivulet  called  the  Serpent 
Fountain.  The  firft  antiquity  we  obferved  was  a 
large  dyke,  30  yards  over  at  the  top,  cut  into  the 
^'ock,  with  the  fides  Hoping  down,  and  ftairs 
formed  out  of  the  natural  rock  from  the  top  to  the 
bottom.  This  dyke  extended  above  a  furlong 
with  the  ftairs  running  in  right  lines  all  along  its 
fides.  Beyond  it  was  a  court  ^o  yards  fquare  cut 
in  the  rock,  the  fides  of  which  Handing  round  it 
about  three  yards  high,  fiipplied  the  place  of  three 
walls  ;  for  to  the  northward  it  lay  open.  In  the 
centre  of  this  area  a  fquare  part  of  the  rock  was 
left  Handing,  three  yards  high,  and  fiye  yards  and 
3.  half  fquare.  This  ferved  for  a  pedeftal  to  a  throne 
eredted  upon  it,  compofed  of  four  large  flones, 
two  at  the  fides,  one  at  the  back,  and  another 
placed  over  the  top,  in  the  manner  of  a  canopy, 
with  a  handfome  cornice  round  it.  The  whole 
ftru6^ure  was  about  20  feet  high,  fronting  towards 
that  fide  were  the  court  was  open.  This  court  was 
perhaps  an  idol  temple,  and  the  pile  in  the  mid- 
dle the  throne  of  the  idol  ;  for  Hercules,  ov  the 
Sun,  the  great  abomination  of  the  Phenicians, 
was  adored  in  an  open  temple. 

About  half  a  mile  to  the  fouthward  ftood  two 
towers,  one  of  which  was  ^;^  feet  high,  (landing 
«n  a  pedeftal  15  feet  fquare,  and  10  feet  high  ;  the 
.Other  was  30  feet  high,  on  a  pedeftal  6  feet  high;, 
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and  16  feet  6inclfe6fquare  :  the  corners  of  the  laft 
were  fupported  by  four  lions  leaning  with  thoi^- 
backs  againft  the  pedeftal.  Under  thcfe  monuments 
were  feveral  fepulchres,  into  which  we  dcfcended 
by  fteps,  and  found  vaults,  with  feveral  cells  hewn 
out  of  the  rock,  for  containing  the  bodies  of  the 
deceafed.  Some  of  thefe  cells  were  eight  feet  ana 
a  half  long,  and  three  feet  three  inches  in  hreadth> 
At  about  the  diftance  of  a  furlong  from  this  place 
we  obferved  another  tower  like  the  former,  which 
was  alfo  erc6ted  over  a  fepulchre,  the  cells  whereof 
were  cut  in  the  rock,  eighteen  ieet  in  length, 
probably  that  two  or  three  bodies  may  be  depo- 
lited  in  each  of  them  at  one  another's  iieet. 

Having  left  this  laft  fepulchral  monument,  we 
proceeded  farther,  but  had  not  gone  a  mile  before 
we  difcovered  another  tower,  which  appeared  in 
a  thicket  at  a  fmall  dil'tance  from  the  road.  It 
was  ^;^  feet  and  a  half  high,  and  31  feet  fquare  ;- 
compofed  of  fquare  ftones  of  a  prodigious  lize, 
and  adorned  v/ith  a  handfome  cornice  all  round 
at  the  top.  It  contained  two  r ^oms  one  above 
the  other,  into  both  of  which  there  were  entrances 
on  the  north  fide,  through  fquare  holes  in  the 
wall.  The  feparation  between  both  rooms  and 
the  covering  at  the  top,  were  of  vaif  flat  ftones,. 
four  feet  thick,  and  fo  large,  that  two  of  them  ir> 
each  place  fpread  over  the  whole  fabric.  It  is  to 
be  obferved,  that  from  the  Serpent  i^'ountain  to 
this  tower,  we  favv  many  other  fepulchres,  oldj 
foundations,  and  other  remains  of  antiquity. 

We  now  entered  into  a  fpacious  plain,  which 
extended  a  vaft  way  between  the  fea  and  the  moun- 
tains, and  reached  almoft  as  iar  as  Tripoly.  V/© 
Avere  ieven  hours  in  paffing  it,  and  found  it  all- 
along  very  fertile,  from  its  being  well  watered 
with  rivers.  .■•> 

As  the  muleteers  approached  toward^  Tripoly,- 
they  were  afraid  to  adyance,  for  fear  their  beafts^ 
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fliould  be  prefled  for  the  public  fervice.  This  city 
is  feated  about  half  an  hour  from  the  fea,  and  the 
greatelt  part  of  it  is  fituated  between  two  hills, 
one  on  the  eaft^  on  which  ftands  a  caftle  that  com- 
mands the  place  ;  and  the  other  on  the  welt  be^- 
tween  the  city  and  the  fea.  This  laft  hill  is  faid 
to  have  been  iirft  railed^  and  is  ftill  encreafed,  by 
fund  blowing  to  it  from  the  fhore,  whence  anles  a 
prophecy,  that  the  whole  city  will  in  time  be 
buried  under  this  iandy  hill. 

On  the  loth  we  were  treated  by  Mr  FiHier,  an 
Englifli  gentleman,  who  relided  at  Trijioiy,  in  a 
narrow  pleafant  valley  by  thelide  of  a  river,  about 
a  mile  from  the  city.  It  is  called  the  Prince's 
Bridge,  and  is  fuppofed  to  have  been  built  by 
Godfrey  of  BuUoign. 

.  On  the  1 1  th  we  all  dined  with  the  Englidi  conful, 
and  after  dinner  went  to  wait  upon  Oitan  the  Baila 
of  Tripoly,  having  firft  fent  a  prcfent  after  the 
manner  of  the  Turks,  to  procure  a  favourable  re- 
ception :  for  in  this  country  it  is  accounted  un- 
civil to  vifit  without  an  ofltcring  in  hand,  wliich 
^11  great  men  expedl:,  as  a  tribute  due  to  their 
•chara(?ter :  and  even  the-  inferior  people  feidom 
vifit  without  bringing  a  flower,  an  orange,  or  fome 
other  token  of  refpe6t,  according  to  the  ancie/it 
oriental  cuflom,  hinted  at  i  Sam.  ix.  7.  If  n-'c go, 
fey s  Saul,  whatjkall  we  bring  the  man  of  God  1^  Ihera 
1$  not  a  prefcnt. 

■  The  next  day  in  the  afternoon  we  went  to  vilit 
Bellmont,  a  convent  of  Greeks  about  two  hours 
to  the  fouth  of  Tripoly,  Handing  u))on  a  veiy  high 
rocky  mountain,  of  diiiicult  afcent,  though  made 
«9  acceflible  as  poflible  by  the  labour  of  tlie  monks, 
vhom  we  iound  juri:  going  to  evening  fervice.  The 
church  is  large,  and  the  altar,  after  the  manner  of 
the  Greeks,  is  inclofed  with  chancels  which  none 
but  the  i)riefl:  mufl  approach.  They  call  tlie  con-r 
grcgation  togctiier  by  beating  a  kind  ol  tuue  witli 
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two  mallets,  on  att^ng  piece  of  plank  which  hangs  i 
at  the  church  door,  bells  being  an  abomination  to 
the  Turks.  Their  fervice  conlifted  in  haftily 
gabbling  over  certain  prayers  and  hymns  to  our 
bielTed  Saviour  and  the  Virgin,  and  in  fome 
myfterious  ceremonies.  For  the  prieft  who  officiated 
fpent  at  leaii  a  third  part  of  his  time  in  encompaffing 
the  altar,  which  he  performed  with  a  pot  of  in- 
cenfe,  and  in  going  round  the  congregation, 
fwinging  his  incenfe  pot  backwards  and  forwards, 
and  tendering  its  fmpke  with  three  vibrations  to 
every  one  prefent.  Towards  the  end  of  the  fervice 
a  fmall  table  was  brought  into  the  body  of  the 
church  covered  with  a  linen  cloth,  on  whicn  were 
placed  five  fmall  cakes  of  bread  crofs-wife,  and  in 
a  hole  in  the  centre  of  each  cake  was  fixed  a  fmall 
lighted  wax  taper.  The  prieft  then  read  the  paf- 
fage  in  the  gofpel  relating  to  our  Lord's  feeding 
the  multitude  with  five  loaves,  after  which  the 
bread  was  carried  within  the  chancel,  where  being 
broken  to  bits,  it  was  again  brought  out  in  a  baf- 
ket,  and  prefented  to  every  one  in  the  afTembly, 
that  he  might  take  a  little.  Which  being  done, 
the  prieft  pronounced  the  bleffing,  and  the  fervice 
was  ended. 

On  both  fides  of  the  church  were  feats  for  the 
monks,  thei;e  being  forty  in  all,  and  in  each  feat 
there  were  crutches,  as  is  ufual  in  mpft  churches  in 
this  country.  They  are  ufed  by  the  priefts  to  lean 
upon  in  cafe  the  fervice  be  long,  becaufe  by  the 
Rubric  he  is  forbidden  to  fit  down,and  the  younger 
monks,  though  they  have  no  great  occafion  for 
thefe  fupporters,  make  ufe  of  them  out  of  an  af- 
fe6lation  of  gravity.  The  monks  of  this  convent 
feemed  good-natured,  but  egregioufly  ignorant 
with  refpeft  to  their  own  religion.  The  chief  of 
them  told  the  conful,  that  he  was  as  glad  to  fee 
him,  as  if  he  had  beheld  the  Melfiah  in  perfon 
come  to  vifit  him.     Their  ignorance  is  howeyer 
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the  lefs  to  be  wondered  at,  as  they  fpend  all  the 
time  between  their  hours  of  devotion,  in  cultivat- 
ing their  land,  pruning  their  vineyards,  and  ma- 
naging their  flocks,  which  they  are  obliged  to  do, 
not  only  for  their  own  fuftenance,  but  to  fatisfy 
the  unreafonable  exaftions  of  the  Turks.  And 
indeed  the  fame  perfon  who  officiated  at  the  altar 
in  his  embroidered  prieftly  robe,  brought  us  the 
next  day  on  his  own  back,  a  kid,  and  a  goat  fkin. 
filled  with  wine,  as  a  prefent  from  the  convent. 

On  the  13th  in  the  morning  we  went  again 
to  wait  upon  Oftan  Bafla,  and  were  received  with 
great  civility.  It  may  not  be  here  improper  to 
defcribe  the  ceremonies  of  a  Turkifh  vilit  When  a 
perfon  waits  upon  a  man  of  quality,  he  muft  fend 
one  before  him  with  a  prefent,  who  is  to  learn 
what  time  will  be  mod  feafonable  to  vifit  him. 
"When  the  vifiter  comes  to  the  houfe,  fomefervants 
receive  him  at  the  outer  gate,  and  condu(5t  him 
towards  their  mailer's  apartment,  and  others  in 
their  feveral  ftations  meet  him  as  he  draws  nearer 
to  him.  On  his  coming  into  the  room,  he  finds 
the  niafter  prepared  to  receive  him,  either  fianding 
at  the  edge  of  the  duan,  or  lying  down  at  the 
corner  of  it,  as  he  thinks  proper.  Thefe  duans 
are  low  ftages  raifed  about  fixteen  or  eighteen 
inches  above  the  floor,  covered  with  carpets,  and 
furnifhed  all  round  with  bolfters  to  lean  upon. 
Upon  thefe  the  Turks  Deep,  eat,  fmoke,  lay  their 
prayers,  receive  vifits,  &c.  their  whole  delight 
confifting  in  lolling  upon  them  ;  and  their  luxury 
in  furnifliing  them  richly. 

The  vifiter  in  coming  to  the  fide  of  the  duan, 

flips  off  his  flioes,  and  takes  his  place,  firlt  atlbme 

diltance  upon  his  knees,  laying  his  hands  formally 

before  him,  and    there   he  muft   remain,  till  the 

!  perfon  of  (]uality  invites  him  to  draw  nearer,  and, 

I  to  lean  upon  a   bolllcr.     When  the  vifiter  is  thus 

;■  fixed,  he  difcourlcs  with    him  as  occafion  offers. 
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the  fervants  ftanding  round  with  profound  refpedt 
aiid  iilence.  When  the  buiineis  is  talked  over,  or 
the  compliments  made,  the  mailer  makes  a  fignj 
upon  which  fonie  iweetmeats,  a  difli  of  flierbet; 
and  another  of  cotfee,  are  brought  in  by  the  fer- 
■vants,  and  offered-«»^ith  great  reffje^t  and  care  to 
all  the  guefis  in  order:  for  if  any  fervant  (hould 
tiiake  the  lejift  Hip  in  giving  or  receiving  his  difli,' 
k  may  colt  him  an  hundred  blows  on  his  bare  feet/, 
to  atone  for  the  crime.  At  laft  comes  the  conclud- 
ing part  of  the  en  Lertainrnentj  which  is  perfuming 
the  beards  of  the  company  ;  for  which  purpofe 
they  have  a  fmall  filver  chafing-dilh  with  the  lid 
full  of  holes,  in  which  they  put  fonie  live  coals,' 
and  upon  them  a  piece  of  lignum  aloes,  and  then 
ihutting  it  up,  the  fmoke  afcends  with  a  grateful 
odour  through  the  holes  of  the  cover.  The  fmoke 
is  held  under  every  one's  chin,  and  otfered  as  a 
kind  of  incenfe  to  his  beard,  which  drinks  in  the 
gummy  fteam,  and  retains  the  odour  of  it  a  good 
A?vhile  ai'ter.  This  ceremony  is  intended  to  give 
a  civil  difmillion  to  the  vifitants,  intimating  that 
they  may  go  away  as  foon  as  they  pleafe,  and  the 
fooner  after  this  the  better. 

Having  ended  our  vifit  to  Oftan  Baffa,  we  rode 
out  after  dinner  to  view  the  port,  which  is  about 
half  an  hour  diftance  from  the  city,  and  is  rather 
an  open  fea  than  an  inclofed  harbour  ;  but  it  is 
partly  Iheltered  by  two  fmall  ifiands  about  two 
leagues  IVom  the  fhore  one  of  which  is  called  the 
Bird,  and  the  other  the  Coney  Ifland,  from  the 
creatures  with  which  they  abound.  For  its  fecuri-. 
ty  from  pirates,  it  has  feveral  fquare  towers,  built 
at  convenient  diftances  along  the  fliore.  In  the 
adjoining  fields,  there  are  many  heaps  of  ruins  and 
pillars  of  granite,  which  confirms  what  Caufabon 
lays  upon  Strabo,  that  Tripoly  was  anciently  a 
rlufter  of  three  cities,  of  which  the  firft  was  the 
feat  of  the   Aradii,  tlie  fccond  of  the  Sidonians, 
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and  the  third  of  the  Tyrians.  And  there  behig  thus 
three  cities  may  more  properly  have  occafioned 
its  name,  than  that  three  cities  were  concerned  in 
building  it,  as  is  commonly  fuppofed. 

Having  refted  a  week  at  Tripoly,  and  our  mule- 
teers having  run  away  for  fear  of  the  BaiTa  of 
Sidon's  fervants,  who  every  where  preiTed  mules 
for  their  mafter's  fervice,  we  on  the  15th  of  March, 
put  ourfelves  in  a  new  pofture  for  travelling,  and 
leaving  the  city  proceeded  clofe  by  the  fea  till  we 
met  with  a  high  promontory  that  lay  in  our  way, 
and  forced  us  to  turn  off  into  another  valley, 
where  we  took  up  our  quarters  under  fome  olive 
trees.  This  promontory  feems  to  be  what  Strabo 
calls.  The  Face  of  God,  and  which  he  affigns 
for  the  end  of  mount  Libanus. 

On  the  i6th  in  the  morning  we  with  much 
difficulty  crofTed  over  the  above  Cape,  which  is 
very  fteep  and  rugged,  and  then  came  into  a  nar- 
row valley,  that  brought  us  again  to  the  fea.  Near 
the  entrance  of  this  valley  Itands  a  fmall  fort 
ere<5led  on  a  rock,  which  is  perpendicular  on  all 
fides  :  the  walls  of  the  building  riling  by  the  fides 
of  the  rocks,  and  almoft  feeming  of  one  continued 
piece  with  them.  This  fort  commands  the  valley, 
and  is  called  Temfeida.  Half  an  hour  farther  we 
came  to  Patrone,  which  is  thought  to  be  the  an- 
cient Botrus.  It  is  fituated  clofe  by  the  fea,  and 
has  fome  remains  of  a  church  and  monaftery.  In 
three  hours  more  we  came  to  Gibyle,  called  by 
the  Greeks  Byblus,  a  place  pleafantly  fituated,  and 
once  famous  for  the  birth  and  temple  of  Adonis. 
It  is  furrounded  by  a  dry  ditch  and  a  wall,  with 
fquare  towers  at  forty  yards  diftance,  and  on  its 
fouth  fide  is  an  old  caftle. 

It  has  a  church  of  the  lame  figure  with  that 
of  Tortofa,  but  not  fo  entire.  It  was  anciently 
a  place  of  great  beauty,  and  no  fmall  extent,  as 
appears  from  the  many  heaps  of  ruins,  and  the 
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fine  pillars  fcatte^  up  and  down  in  the  gardens 
*near  the  town.  This  was  probably  the  city  of 
the  Giblites  mentioned  in  John  xiii.  5.  whom 
king  Hiram  make  ufe  of,  in  preparing  materials 
for  Solomon's  temple,  as  appears  from  i  King  v. 
18.  where  the  word  rendered  ftone-fquarers,  is  in 
the  Hebrew,  Giblim  or  Giblites,  and  in  the  Sepr 
tuagint,  Biblioi,  or  the  men  of  Byblus  ;  the  for- 
mer the  Hebrew,  and  the  latter  the  Greek  name 
of  this  place,  which  difference  may  alfo  be  obferved 
in  Ezek.  xxxii.  4.  where  our  tranilation  has  the 
ancients  of  Gebal,  and  the  Septuagint  the  elders 
of  Byblus. 

Leaving  Gibyle,  we  came  to,  a  fine  large  river 
called  by  the  Turks,  Ibraham  BalTa;,  over  which 
is  a  ftone  bridge,  confifting  of  one  very  wide  and 
lofty  arch.  This,  it  is  highly  probable,  was  the 
river  fo  famous  for  the  idolatrous  rites  performed 
in  honour  of  Adonis.  Upon  its  banks,  we  took 
up  our  quarters  the  following  night,  during  which 
there  was  fuch  a  tempeft  of  wind  and  rain,  that 
our  fei  vants  could  fcarcely  keep  up  their  tentSi 
This  however  gave  us  an  opportunity  of  difcover- 
ing  whence  arofe  that  opinion  mentioned  by  Lu* 
cian,  that  this  river  at  certain  feafons  of  the  year, 
efpecially  about  the  feaft  of  Adonis,  was  of  the 
colour  of  blood,  which  he  fays  was  from  a  fympa- 
thy  in  the  river  for  the  death  of  Adonis,  who 
was  killed  by  a  wild  boar  in  the  mountains,  out 
of  which  this  itream  arifes  ;  for  we  found  the  water 
extremely  red,  and  obferved  that  it  difcoloured 
the  fea  to  a  conliderable  diftance,  by  giving  it  a 
reddini  call ;  which  was  doubtlefs  occafioned  by 
a  fort  of  minium  or  red  earth,  wafhed  into  the 
river  by  the  violence  of  the  rain. 

Proceeding  an  hour  and  a  quarter  from  this  ri-- 
ver,  w^e  palled  through  a  rugged  and  uneven  path, 
over  the  foot  of  mount  Climax,  and  entered  into, 
a  large  bay  called  Junia,  at  the  bottom  of  whick  j; 
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Srre  the  high  and  fteep  mountains  of  "Cuftravan, 
cliiefly  inhabited  by  Maronites,  who  are  famous 
for  making  an  excellent  fort  of  wine.  The  Ma- 
ronite  bilhop  of  Aleppo  refides  here  in  a  convent, 
of  which  he  is  the  guardian,  and  I  obferved  many 
other  fmall  convents  on  the  top  of  thefe  moun- 
tains. Towards  the  further  lide  of  the  bay  we' 
came  to  a  fquare  tower  or  caftle,  of  which  there 
are  many  along  the  coaft,  faid  to  have  been  built  by 
the  Emprefs  Helena,  for  the  protection  of  the 
(Country  from  pirates.  At  this  tower  we  paid 
a  fourth  caphar,  which  is  received  by  the  Ma- 
ronitesj  who  are  more  exa(5ting  and  infolent  in 
their  office  than  the  Turks  themfeives.  At  a  fmall 
4iftance  from  this  place,  we  came  to  a  road  cut 
through  the  rocks,  which  brought  us  out  of  the 
bay,  and  then  having  fpent  an  hour  more  in  paf- 
ling  a  very  rugged  way  clofe  by  the  fea,  we  came 
to  the  river  Lycus,  fometimes  alfo  called  Canis, 
and  by  the  Turks,  Nahor  Kelp.  Its  name  is  de- 
rived from  an  idol  in  the  form  of  a  dog  or  wolf 
which  was  worfhipped  there,  and  is  faid  to  have 
pronounced  oracles  at  this  place.  Its  body  is 
Ihewn  to  ftrangers,  lying  in  the  fea,  with  it  heels 
upwards  ;  but  the  head,  they  fay,  is  to  be  feen  at 
Venice.  This  river,  which  is  certainly  diflerent 
from  the  Adonis,  though  fome  moderns  confound 
them,  iifues  into  the  fea  between  two  mountains 
which  are  excelfive  fteep  and  high,  and  ib  rocky, 
that  they  leem  to  confift  eacli  of  one  entire  ilone. 

Having  croffed  this  river,  we  afcendcd  between 
thefe  mountains  about  a  bow  flut  from  the  fea, 
wliere  we  found  a  good  bridge  of  four  arches, 
near  the  foot  of  which  is  a  piece  of  white  mi;rbie 
inlaid  in  the  lide  of  the  rock,  with  an  infcription 
in  Arabic,  intimating  that  its  founder  was  the 
Emir  Faccardine.  We  then  afcendcd  the  moun- 
tain, or  rather  rock,  wliich  hangs  over  the  river, 
by  a  path  of  about  two  yards  broad,  cut  along 
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its  fide,  at  a  great  height  above  the  water.  This^ 
road  was  made  by  order  of  the  Emperor  Antoni- 
nus, as  appears  by  an  infcription  engraven  on  a 
table  in  the  fide  of  the  natural  rock.  In  paffing 
this  way  we  obferved  ftrange  antique  figures  of' 
men  carved  in  the  rock  in  relievo,  as  big  as  the 
life,  and  clofe  by*»€ach  figure  was  a  table  planed 
in  the  fide  of  the  rock,  and  bordered  round  with 
mouldings,  on  which  fomething  had  been  in- 
fcribed,  but  the  chara6]:ers  were  now  fo  defaced,  as 
to  be  quite  unintelligible.  There  was  however, 
one  of  the  figures  that  had  both  its  linementsand 
infcriptions  entire  ;  but  meeting  here  with  a  vio- 
lent Itorm  of  thunder  and  rain,  our  company 
would  not  ftay  to  make  fuch  an  exa6^  fcrutiny  into 
its  antiquity,  as  it  feemed  to  deferve.  The  Anto- 
nine  way  extends  about  a  quarter  of  an  hour's 
travelling,  but  it  is  at  prefent  much  broken  and 
uneven.  After  this  pafs  we  came  upon  a  fmooth 
fandy  Ihore,  that  brought  us  in  about  an  hour  and 
an  half  to  the  river  Beroot,  over  which  there  is  a 
ftpne  bridge  of  fix  arches,  and  on  the  other  fide 
is  a  plain  near  the  fea,  in  which  St.  George  is  faid 
to  have  fought  and  killed  the  dragon.  In  memory 
of  this  exploit  there  is  a  fmall  chapel  built  upon 
the  place,  which  was  originally  dedicated  to  that 
Chriftian  hero  ;  but  is  now  changed  into  a  mofque. 
From  hence  in  an  hour  V'/e  arrived  at  Beroot, 
where  we  took  up  our  quarters  at  a  good  kane  by 
the  lea-fide. 

Beroot,  anciently  called  Berytus,  from  whence 
the  idol  Baal  Berith  is  fuppofed  to  have  taken  its 
name,  is  fituated  by  the  fea  fide,  in  a  fertile  foil, 
abounding  with  fprings  of  freih  water,  that  fiow 
down  to  it  from  the  adjacent  hills,  and  are  dif- 
perfed  all  over  the  city,  in  convenient  and  hand- 
fome  foimtains.  The  Emir  Faccardine  had  his 
chief  refidence  here,  in  the  reign  of  Sultan  Morat, 
and  v/as  the  fourth  Emir  or  Prince  of  the  Drufes ; 
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but  not  being  contented  with  being  penned  up  in 
the  mountains,  he  extended  his  dominions  into 
the  plain  along  the  fea-coaft,  as  far  as  Acra  ;  but 
the  Grand  Signior  becoming  jealous  of  his  grow- 
ing power,  drove  him  back  again  into  the  moun- 
tains where  his  pofterity  ftill  enjoy  their  prin- 
cipality. 

We  went  to  take  a  view  of  his  palace,  which 
ilands  on  the  north-eaft  fide  of  the  city.  At  the 
entrance  we  found  a  marble  fountain  of  greater 
beauty  than  is  ufually  feen  in  Turky.  The  palace 
confiftsof  feveral  courts,  which  are  now  much  run 
to  ruin,  or  rather,  perhaps,  were  never  fini(hed. 
But  the  gardens,  the  ftables,  and  yards  for  horfes, 
and  the  dens  for  lions  and  other  wild  beafts,  would 
not  be  unworthy  of  the  palace  of  any  prince  in 
Chriftendom,  were  they  finilhed  to  that  perfection 
they  are  capable  of,  and  which  the  firft  contriver 
feems  to  have  intended ;  but  what  is  moft  beauti- 
ful is  the  orange-garden,  containing  a  large  quad- 
rangular plot  of  ground,  divided  into  16  lefler 
fquares,  four  in  a  row,  with  walks  between  them, 
ihaded  with  orange -trees,  which  were  extremely 
large,  and  hung  thicker  with  fruit  than  ever  I  faw 
apples  in  England.  Every  one  of  thefe  16  fquares 
was  bordered  with  ftone,  in  which  were  troughs 
artificially  contrived  for  conveying  the  water  all 
over  the  garden,  there  being  fmall  outlets  cut  at 
every  tree,  for  the  fl:ream  as  it  palTed,  to  flow  out 
and  water  it.  But  the  Turks  have  fo  little  talle 
for  thefe  refined  delights,  that  this  garden,  which 
might  be  rendered  one  of  the  mofl:  beautiful  in 
the  world,  is  now  ufed  perhaps  as  a  fold  for  Iheep 
and  goats,  and  in  many  places  we  were  up  to  the 
knees  in  dirt.  On  theeaft  fide  of  the  garden,  two 
terrace  walks  arofe  one  above  another,  each  having 
an  afcent  of  12  fteps.  They  were  both  of  them 
adorned  with  fine  fpreadi  ng  orange -trees,  and  at 
the  north  end  led  into  fummer  houfcs  and  other 
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delightful  ^partme^nts  ;  for  Faccardine  had  de- 
Ugned  this  palace  as  his  principal  feat;  and  having 
been  in  Italy,  knew  how  to  copy  the  beauties  he 
faw  there  ;  for  the  Turkilh  gardens  are  generally 
nothing  but  a  confufed  multitude  of  trees,  fet  to- 
gether without  either  art  or  delign. 

In  another  garden  there  appeared  feveral  pedef- 
talsfor  ftatues,  whence  it  may  be  inferred  that  Fac- 
cardine was  no  very  zealous  Mahometan.  In  a  cor- 
ner of  this  laft  garden  was  a  tower  of  about  fijcteen 
feet  high,  which  was  dcfigned  to  have  been  carried 
to  a  much  greater  height  for  a  watch  tower ;  it  is 
therefore,  built  with  extraordinary  ilrength,  its 
walls  being  twelve  feet  in  thicknefs.  From  thence 
we  had  a  view  of  the  whole  city,  and  particularly' 
faw  a  large  church  faid  to  have  been  confecrated 
to  St.  John  the  Evangelift  ;  but  it  is  now  the  chief 
mofque  in  the  city,  and  therefore  we  were  not 
allowed  to  go  into  it. 

There  is  another  church  that  feems  to  be  ancient, 
but  being  a  mean  fabric,  remains  in  the  hands 
of  the  Greeks,  who  have  adorned  it  with  abun- 
dance of  old  pictures,  and,  among  the  reft,  one 
with  this  infcription  in  Greek,  '*  Coartus,  the  firli 
srchbifhop  of  I^erytus,"  and  juft  by  it  the  figure 
of  Nellorius,  who  is  commonly  one  of  the  faints 
painted  in  the  Greek  churches.  But  what  appeared 
moft  remarkable,  was  a  faint  at  full  length,  with 
a  large  beard  reaching  down  to  his  feet.  The 
curate  told  us  that  this  was  St.  Nicephorus,  and 
obferving  that  his  beard  was  the  chief  object  of 
cur  admiration,  added,  that  he  was  a  pei^fon  moft 
eminent  for  his  virtues  of  any  in  his  time;  but 
nnfortunately  for  him,  his  mental  endowments 
were  not  fet  oir  with  the  external  ornament  of  a 
beard,  a  defc6l  that  made  him  fall  into  a  deep 
melancholy,  of  which  the  Devil  taking  advantage, 
promifed  to  bcftow  on  him  the  gift  which  nature 
had  denied,  in  cafe  he  would  comply  with  his  fug* 
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geftions.  The  beardlefs  faint,  though  very  defi- 
rous  of  obtaining  the  propofed  reward,  rejedted 
the  offer  with  indignation,  and  refolutely  declared, 
that  he  had  rather  for  ever  defpair  of  his  wifn, 
than  obtain  it  on  fuch  terms,  when  taking  in  his 
hand  the  downy  tuft  of  his  chin,  to  witnefs  the 
fteadinefs  of  his  refolution,  (for  it  feems  he  had 
beard  enough  to  fwear  by)  the  hair  immediateiy 
ftretched  with  the  pluck  he  gave  it,  and  finding  it 
jn  fo  good  a  humour,  he  followed  the  happy  omen; 
when  as  young  heirs  who  had  been  avaricioufly 
educated,  generally  turn  prodigals  on  their  com- 
ing to  the  pofieffion  of  their  eftates,  fo  the  honeft 
faint  never  defifted  from  pulling  his  beard,  till  he 
had  drawn  it  down  to  his  feet. 

At  the  eaft  end  of  the  city  we  faw  feven  or 
eight  beautiful  columns  of  granite,  and  a  piece  of 
marble  with  a  Greek  infcription.  On  the  fouth-fide 
the  city  wall  is  ftill  intire  ;  and  it  appears  from 
the  pieces  of  pillars  and  marble  ufed  in  ere61:ing  it, 
to  have  been  built  out  of  the  ruins  of  the  old  city. 
On  theoutfideof  this  wall  are  renmants  of  floors 
in  mofaic  work,  many  columns  of  granite,  and 
feveral  fragments  of  ftatues,  pieces  of  poliflicd 
marble,  and  other  remains  of  the  ancient  magni- 
ficence of  this  city.  On  the  fea  arc  fome  remains 
of  a  mole,  and  of  an  old  ruined  caftle. 

On  the  19th,  leaving   Beroot,  we  came  into  a 

large  plain,  at  the  entrance  of  which  was  a  grove 

of  pine  trees  planted   by  Faccardine,  the  fliade  of 

which  was  fo  pleafant  and  inviting,  that  we  palled 

by  it  with  regret.     We    now  faw  at  a  diftance  a 

fmall  village  called   Suckfoat,  which   belongs  to 

^  the  Drufes,  who  polfcfs  a  long  range  of  mountains 

»  extending  from  Cuftraven  to  Carmel.     Achmct, 

grandfon  to  Faccardine,   was  then  their  prince; 

jl  he  was  an   old  man,  and  one  who  kept   up  the 

I  cuftomof  his  anceftors  of  turning  day  into  night, 

'  fruin  a   traditional   perfualion  among  them,  that 
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princes  can  never  lleep  fecurely  but  by  day,  when 
mens  actions  and  defigns  are  moft  eafily  obferved 
by  their  guards,  and  if  necefTary,  moft  readily 
prevented.  But  in  the  night  it  is  necefTary  to  be 
always  vigilant,  left  the  darknefs  fhould  give  trai- 
tors an  opportunity  of  aflaulting  them  while  they 
are  afleep. 

Having  proceeded  three  hours  from  Faccardine's 
grove,  we  reached  the  river  Darner,  anciently 
called  Tamyras.  Here  we  found  country  fellows 
who  had  ftripped  themfelves  naked  to  affift  travel- 
lers in  palling  over,  and  to  oblige  us  to  make  ufe 
of  their  help,  they  brought  us  to  a  place  where 
the  water  was  deepeft  pretending  there  was  no 
other  pafTage  :  but  we  found  a  place  where  the 
river  was  broader  and  fhallower,  and  palFed  without 
their  affiftance.  Juft  by  we  faw  the  ruins  of  a  fione 
bridge,  which  might  have  been  ftill  entire,  had 
not  thefe  villains  broke  it  down  to  make  theif 
advantage  of  pallengers,  either  in  condu61ing  them 
over  at  a  good  price,  or  elfe,  if  they  had  an  op- 
portunity, drowning  them  for  the  fake  of  their 
fpoils.  On  the  farther  fide  of  the  river  the  moun- 
tains approach  fo  near  to  the  fea,  that  they  leave-^ 
only  a  narrow  way  between  it  and  them. 

In  two  hours  more  we  came.to  another  confider- 
able  river  not  mentioned  by  any  geographei:  j 
where  we  were  met  by  feveral  French  merchants, 
who  condu6led  us  to  Sidon,  and  having  pitched 
our  tents  by  a  ciftern  without  the  city,  we  went 
with  thefe  gentlemen  to  a  large  Kane  clofe  by  the 
fea,  where  the  conful  and  all  of  that  nation  arc 
ufually  quartered  together.  \ 

Sidon  is  pretty  well  flocked  with  inhabitants^ 
but  is  much  inferior  in  fplendor  and  extent  to  its' 
ancient  ftate,  as  appears  from  the  many  beautiful 
pillars  that  lie  fcattered  up  and  down  the  gardens^ 
without  the  prefent  walls.  On  thefouth  lide  Rands 
an  old  caftle^  faid  to  be  built  by  St.  Lewis  IX.  of 
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Trance,  and  not  far  from  it  is  an  old  palace  of 
Faccardine's  that  ferves  the  bafTa  for  his  feraglio. 
Near  Sidon  begins  the  precincts  of  the  Holy  Land, 
particularly  of  the  part  allotted  to  Aflier,  which 
extended  from  Carmel  to  Great  Sidon,  as  appears 
from  Joili.  xix.  26,  28. 

•  The  French  conful  at  Sidon  has  the  title  of 
conful  of  Jerufalem,  and  is  obliged  to  vilit  the 
holy  city  every  Eafter,  under  the  pretence  of 
preferving  the  fancfuary  from  violation,  and  the 
fryars,  who  have  the  cuftody  of  it,  from  the  ex- 
^ftions  of  the  Turks  ;  but  the  fryars  think  them- 
felves  much  fafec  without  his  protection.  We 
being  defirous  of  joining  him  in  his  pilgrimage 
thither,  had  lent  him  a  Tetter  to  requeft  that  fa- 
vour, and  he  had  promifed  to  ftay  for  us  ;  but  the 
delays  we  had  met  with  on  the  road,  had  made  us 
fo  backward  in  our  journey,  that  he  had  fet  out 
from  Sidon  the  day  before  our  arrival.  We  there- 
fore followed  him  early  the  next  morning,  and  in  a 
few  hours  came  to  Sarphan,  fuppofed  to  be  the  an- 
cient Scrcphath  or  Sarepta,  famous  for  the  miracles 
of  Elijah,  and  from  thence  we  proceeded  to  Tyre. 

This  city  ftands  upon  apeninfula  in  thefea,  and 
at  adillance  promifes  fomething  very  magnificent, 
but  on  a  nearer  approach  nothing  is  to  be  found 
that  can  give  the  leaft  idea  of  that  glory  for 
which  it  was  famed  in  ancient  times,  and  which 
the  prophet  Ezekicl  defcribes.  On  the  north  fide 
is  an  old  Turkilh  calUe,  bcfides  which  nothing  is 
to  be  fecn  but  confufed  heaps  of  broken  walls, 
|)illars,  arches,  &c.  there  not  being  fo  much  as 
one  intire  houfe  left.  Its  prcfcnt  inhabifants  are 
ohiy  afcw  poor  wretches,  who  harbour  in  vaults, 

d  chiefly  fubfift  upon  fifliing,  by  Vv'hich  it  evi- 
dently apj)cars,  how  cxa(^tly  the  prophecy  relating 
to  Tyie  is  fulfilled .  That  it  (hould  be  '^as  the  top 

a  rock,  a  place  for  tidiers  to  dry  their  nets  on." 
■  zek.  XX vi.    i.j. 

VOL.    IV.  P  p 
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In  the  midft  of  the  ruins  there  ftands  one  pile 
higher  than  the  reft.  This  is  the  eaft  end  of  a 
great  church,  probably  the  cathedral  of  Tyre,  and 
maybe  the  fame  that  was  ere6led  by  Paulinos 
its  bilhop,  and  honoured  with  the  famous  con- 
fecration  fermon  of  Eufebius.  It  is  very  obferva- 
ble,  that  in  all  the  ruined  churches  we  faw  in  this^ 
journey,  which  amounteci  to  about  a  hundred, 
though  their  other  parts  Vv'ere  entirely  demoliflied, 
yet  the  eaft  end  was  always  found  Handing  and 
tolerably  entire. 

But  to  return,  there  being  an  old  ftair-cafe  in 
the  ruins  above  mentioned,  I  afcended  to  the  top 
of  it,  whence  I  had  a  profpeft  of  the  peninfula, 
the  ifthmus,  and  of  the  adjacent  fhore.  The 
peninfula  of  Tyre,  in  its  natural  ftate,  feems  to 
have  been  of  a  circular  figure,  about  forty  acres 
in  compafsj  and  the  foundations  of  the  wall  that 
llirrounded  it,  are  ftill  to  be  feen.  The  peninfula, 
with  the  ifthmus,  form  two  large  bays,  one  on  its 
north  lide,  and  the  other  on  the  fouth,  which  are 
in  part  defended  from  the  ocean  by  a  long  ridge, 
either  walls  or  rocks,  that  refemble  a  mole,  and 
Itretch  out  directly  on  both  fides  from  the  penin- 
fula. On  our  leaving  thefe  ruins,  we  obferved  the 
foundation  of  a  very  ftrong  wall,  which  runs 
acrofs  the  ifthmus,  and  ferved  as  a  barrier  to  fecure 
the  city. 

From  Tyre  we  proceeded  to  Rofelayn,  where 
are  the  places  called  Solomon's  cifterns,  which  ac- 
cording to  the  common  tradition,  are  faid  to  have 
been  made  by  that  great  king,  as  part  of  the  re- 
ward beftowed  on  king  Hiram,  for  fending  ma- 
terials for  building  the  temple.  But  though  they 
are  very  ancient,  they  are  certainly  of  a  much 
later  date,  becaufe  the  aqueduct,  which  conveys 
the  water,  is  carried  over  the  neck  of  land,  by 
which  Alexander,  at  the  ficge  of  Tyre,  joined  thci- 
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jfland  wherein  that  city  ftood,  to  the  continent ; 
and  therefore,  as  the  aquedu6t  cannot  be  older 
than  the  ground  it  ftands  upon,  it  could  not  be 
built  till  after  that  time.  Of  theie  cifterns  there 
are  three  now  entire,  one  about  a  furlong  and  a 
half  diftant  from  the  fea,  and  the  other  two  a 
little  farther  from  it.  The  firft  is  of  an  o61:agonal 
iigure,  and  is  twenty-two  yards  in  diameter.  It  is 
raifed  on  the  fouth  fide  nine  yards  above  the 
ground,  and  fix  on  the  noz^th,  and  within  is  faid 
to  be  of  an  unfathomable  depth,  but  ten  yards  of 
line  fiiewedthefalfity  of  this  opinion.  .  Its  wall  is 
formed  of  no  better  materials  than  gravel  and 
fmall  pebbles  ;  but  they  are  confolidated  with  fo 
ftrong  a  cement,  that  it  appears  pn€  intire  vefTci 
of  rock.  Upon  the  brink  there  is  a  walk  round  it 
eight  feet  broad,  from  which  defcending  by  one 
Hep  on  the  fouth  fide,  and  by  two  on  the  north, 
there  is  another  walk  21  feet  broad.  Though  this 
ftrudure  is  fo  broad  at  the  top,  yet  it  is  made  hol- 
low, fo  that  the  water  comes  in  underneath  the 
walks,  fo  far,  that  1  could  not  reach  the  extremity 
of  the  cavity  with  a  long  rod.  This  cificrn  con- 
tains a  great  body  of  excellent  water,  and  is  io 
well  fupplied  by  the  fpring  from  whence  it  ifTnes  ; 
that  though  there  proceeds  from  it  a  ftream  like 
a  brook,  which  drives  four  mills  between  tliis 
place  and  the  fea,  yet  it  is  always  brim-full.  On 
the  eafi  fide  was  the  ancient  outlet  qf  water  by 
an  aquedu6t  raifed  about  fix  yards  from  the  grotmd, 
with  a  channel  one  yard  wide  ;  but  this  is  now 
ftopijed  up  by  the  Turks,  who  broke  an  outlet  on 
the  other  fide,  in  order  to  obtain  a  fiream  for 
grinding  their  corn.  The  dry  aquedu6l  is  carried 
120  paces  eaftward,  and  then  approaches  the  two 
other  cifterns,  one  of  which  is  tvvelvc,  .md  the 
other  twenty  yards  fquare  ;  and  they  had  each  a 
channel  through  which  the  water  ran  into  the 
pqucdu(ft,  and  the  united  fireams  of  all  the  three 
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cifterns  were  carried  together  to  Tyre,  proceeding 
over  the  ifthmus  td^the  city.  As  we  paiftd  by  this 
ancient  ftrudture,  we  obferved  in  feveral  places  on 
its  fides,  and  under  its  arches,  rugged  heaps  of 
matter  refembling  rocks,  prockiced  by  the  leakage 
of  the  water,  which  petrified  as  it  diftilled  from 
above,  and  by  the  continual  acceffion  of  new 
matter,  were  grown  to  a  great  bulk.  They  were 
compofed  of  innumerable  tubes  of  ftone  of  diffe- 
rent fizes,  which  cleaved  to  eacli  other  like  icicles, 
each  tube  having  a  cavity  in  its  centre,  from 
■whence  its  parts  were  proje6k'd  in  the  form  of  rays, 
like  the  folfils  vulgarly  called  thunder  Hones.  The 
fpring  from  whence  thefe  waters  tiow  is  as  unknovvn 
as  the  contriver  of  them. 

On  our  leaving  thefe  aqueducts,  we  came  in 
an  hour  and  a  half  to  the  white  promontory, 
over  which  we  pafled  by  a  road  about  two  yards 
broad  cut  along  its  fides,  v/henre  the  proipecl 
down  is  dreadful,  from  the  fteepnefs  and  depth 
of  the  declivity,  and  the  raging  of  the  fea  at  the 
bottom.  This  road  and  the  caftle  Scandalium^ 
the  ruins  of  which  are  not  far  otr,  are  faid  to  have 
been  made  by  Alexander.  From  hence  we  came 
to  Nachera,  and  then  palling  a  rugged  mountain; 
fuppofed  to  be  part  of  Mount  Saron,  reached  the 
plain  of  Acra,  which  extends  from  this  mountain 
as  far  as  Carmel,  and  is  fix  miles  long  and  two 
broad,  between  the  fea  and  the  mountains.  It  was 
once  a  delicious  plain  ;  but  is  now,  for  want  of 
culture,  over-run  with  rank  weeds,  which  at  the 
time  when  we  pa  fifed  it  were  as  high  as  the  hcrfes 
backs. 

Having  travelled  about  an  hour  in  this  plain, 
we  palled  by  an  old  town  called  Zib,  und  in  twt* 
hours  after  arrived  at  Acra. 

Acra,  anciently  called  Accho,  being  enlarged 
by  Ptolemy  I.  he  called  it  from  his  own  name^ 
Ptoleniais.     But  fince  its  being  in  poileOion  of  the 
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Turks,  it  has,  like  many  other  cities,  caft  off  its 
Greek  name,  and  recovered  fome  refemblance  of 
its  ancient  Hebrew  appellation.  This  city  has 
often  changed  its  mafters,  and  been  the  fcene  of 
many  obftinate  difputes  between  the  Croifaders  and 
the  Saracens  ;  till  at  laft,  after  a  long  liege,  it  was 
taken  and  ruined  by  the  latter,  in  order  to  prevent 
fuch  flaughters  for  the  future.  It  is  in  a  mojft  hap- 
py fituation  ;  for  on  the  north  and  eaft  it  is  encom- 
palFed  by  a  fpacious  and  fertile  plain  ;  on  the  weft 
it  is  vvafhed  by  the  Mediterranean,  and  on  the 
fouth  by  a  large  bay,  which  extends  from  the  city 
as  far  as  Mount  Carmel  :  but  notwithflandinp- 
thefe  advantages,  except  a  large  Kane,  in  which  are 
the  French  fadtors,  a  mofque,  and  a  few  poor  cot- 
tages, there  is  nothing  now  to  be  feen  but  pro- 
digious ruins,  which  ferve  only  to  fliew  its  former 
ilrength.  For  it  appears  to  have  been  encompalTed 
with  a  double  wail,  defended  with  towers;  and 
without  the  walls  are  ditches,  ramparts,  and  a, 
kind  of  baftions  faced  with  hewn  ftone.  Within 
the  walls  there  are  feveral  ruins,  diftinguiflied  from 
the  general  heaps  by  marks  of  flrcngth  and  mag- 
nifience;  as  the  cathedral,  dedicated  to  St.  Andrew, 
which  is  higher  and  more  confpicuous  than  the 
other  ruins ;  the  church  of  St.  John,  tiie  tutelar 
faint  of  the  city  ;  the  convent  of  the  Knights 
"Hofpitallers  ;  the  palace  of  the  Grand  Mafler  of 
that  order,  and  fome  remains  of  a  large  church, 
that  formerly  belonged  to  a  nunnery,  of  which  they 
tell  this  memorable  ftory. 

The  Turks,  after  a  long  ficge,  at  laft  entered 
this  city  by  ftorm  on  the  19th  ol'  May,  1291, 
when  the  Abbcfs  of  this  nunnery  learning  that 
Iheand  her  nuns  would  befubject  to  fhrh  treatment 
as  is  ufual  in  fuch  cales,  fununoned  them  all  to- 
gether, and  exhorted  them  to  mangle  theii-  faces, 
as  the  only  means  of  prcferving  their  virginity. 
T 0  Ihew  them  how  mucli  Ihc  was  in  earneft  (he 
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immediately  begairto  fet  them  the  example,  which 
the  nuns  with  great  courage  inltantly  followed,  by 
cutting  off  their  notes,  and  viistiguring  their  faces 
with  fuch  terrible  galhes,  as  were  more  Jikely  to 
excite  horror  than  hift  Hence  the  folriiers,  on 
breaking  into  the  nunnery,  were  ib  difappointed  at 
feeing,  inftead  of  beautiful  young  ladies,  fuch 
difmai  fpecfacles,  that  they  put  them  all  to  the 
fword. 

We  found  at  Acra  many  other  ruins  of  churches, 
palaces,  forts  and  monarteries;  but  what  pk^fed 
us  moft,  was  to  find  there  the  French  Conful 
M.  L'Empereur,  who  had  ftaid  two  days  tor  us. 
We  were  now  at  a  lofs  which  way  to  take,  on  ac- 
count of  the  fa6lions  among  the  Arabs,  that  made 
us  defirous  of  keeping  as  far  as  poffible  out  oF  their 
way.  For  the  Turks  to  prevent  their  uniting  un- 
der one  prince^  are  continually  fowing  difTentions 
amongft  them,  left  by  uniting  they  Ihould  be  ftroiig 
enough  to  fliake  off  the  Turkiili  yoke ;  and  amidlt 
thefe  difcords  ftrangers  are  in  danger  of  falling  a 
prey  to  both  parties. 

On  the  22d  of  March  we  fet  out  early  in  the 
morning,  with  a  guard  of  Turkilh  foldiers,  and 
ha.ving  proceeded  by  the  fide  of  the  bay  of  Acra 
for  a  ihort  time,  paMed  a  fmall  river,  that  we  took 
to  be  the  Belus,  fiimous  for  its  fancl,  which  is  faid 
to  have  afforded  the  firft  hint  and  opportunity  bfj 
making  giafs.  Here  we  turned  off  from  the  fea- 
coaft  to  the  eaft,  and  croiling  over  the  plain,  ar- 
rived at  Mount  Carmel,  where  we  found  a  narrow^ 
valley  which  led  us  out  of  the  plain  of  Acra  into 
that  of  Efdraelon.  Aboiit  this  place  is  the  end  of; 
the  tribe  of  Alher. 

Faffing  through  this  narrow  valley  we  arrived  at 
the  river  Kifiion,  which  flows  through  the  middle 
of  the  plain  of  Efdraelon,  and  then  continuing  its 
courfe  by  the  fide  of  Mount  Carmel,  falls  into  the 
Ita  at  a  place  called  Caypha.  Here  we  had  a  diftan^ 
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view  of  Nazareth,  and  two  mounts  Tabor  and 
Hermon,  and  here  felt  the  dew  of  Hermon,  as 
the  Pfalmift  calls  it,  our  tents  being  as  wet  as  if  it 
had  rained  all  night.  At  about  a  mile's  diftance 
from  us^  was  encamped  Ghibly,  Emir  of  the  Arabs, 
with  his  people  and  cattle  ;  and  beIow_,  upon  the 
brook  Killion,  was  encamped  another  clan  of  the 
Arabs,  the  adverfe  party  to  Ghibly  ;  and  we  felt 
the  lefs  fatisfa6tion  at  our  being  in  this  place,  from 
our  being  feated  in  the  midft  between  two  fuch  bad 
neighbours. 

On  the  23d  we  left  our  lodgings,  and  went  to 
the  tents  of  the  Emir,  to  whom  we  paid  two 
caphars,  and  whatever  elfe  he  was  pleafed  to  de- 
mand. He  with  great  civility  eafed  us  of  fome  of 
our  coats,  which  began  now,  on  account  of  the 
exceflive  heat  o^  the  weather,  to  be  very  trouble- 
fomc.  On  leaving  the  Emir  Ghibly,  we  entered 
into  the  precincts  of  the  half  tribe  of  Manafles, 
and  having  palled  for  four  hours  together  through 
narrow  valleys,  pleafantly  wooded  on  both  fides, 
we  lodged  at  Caphar  Arab. 

On  the  24th  we  fet  out  early  in  the  morning, 
and  leaving  tirll  Arab  and  then  Rama,  two  villages 
on  the  mountains,  on  our  right,  came  to  a  foun- 
tain called  Selee,  fo  named  from  an  adjacent  village 
and  in  an  hour  moi-e  came  to  Sebalta,  when  we 
lett  the  borders  of  the  half  tribe  of  Manailes,  and 
entered  into  thofe  of  the  tribe  of  Ephraim.  Scbai- 
ta  is  the  ancient  Samaria,  the  capital  city  of  the 
ten  tribes  after  their  revolt  from  the  houfe  of  Da- 
vid; and  being  rendered  by  Herod  the  Groat  very 
nia;;niricent,  was  by  him,  in  honour  of  Auguftus 
Ciclar,  called  Seballa.  It  is  litJiated  on  a  long 
njountof  an  oval  figure,  la  the  midlt  of  a  ti'uitfuL 
valley,  iurroundcd  by  a  range  of  hills,  and  is  now 
entirely  converted  into  gardens,  having  no  other 
remains  of  its  once  being  a  famous  city,  but  a  large 
fquaru  encompailcd  wivh  pillars,  and  fome  ruins  of 


304  MAlTNDRELL's  TRAVELS  FROM 

a  great  church,  faiot  to  be  erected  by  Helena,  ovef 
the  place  where  John  the  Baptift  was  imprilbned 
and  beheaded.  In  the  body  of  the  church  is  a 
flaircafe  into  the  dungeon  where  his  blood  was  fiied. 
The  Turks,  of  whom  there  are  here  a  few  poor 
families,  hold  this  prifon  in  great  veneration,  and 
have  ereded  a  little  mofque  over  it,  which  for  a 
fmail  piece  of  money  any  one  is  allowed  to  enter. 
'  Leaving  Sebafta,  we  palTed  by  Sherack  and 
Barfeba,  two  villages,  and  then  entering  a  nar- 
row valley,  watered  with  a  fine  rivulet  arrived  in 
an  hour  at  Naplofa,  which  is  the  ancient  Sychem 
or  Sychar,  as  it  is  called  in  the  New  Teftament. 
It  ftands  in  a  narrow  valley  between  mount  Ebal 
on  the  north,  and  Gerizim  on  the  fouth.  From 
this  laft  mount  God  commanded  the  blellings  to 
be  pronounced  on  the  children  of  Ifrael,  and  from 
mount  Ebal,  the  curfes.  Upon  Gerizim,  the  Sa- 
maritans, whofe  chief  refidence  is  at  Sychem^ 
haveafmall  temple,to  which  they  ftill  repair  at  cer- 
tain times  for  religious  worfhip.  It  was  alfoupon 
one  of  thefe  mountains  that  God  commanded  the 
children  of  Ifrael  to  fet  up  great  ftones  plaiftered 
over,  infcribed  with  the  body  of  the  law,  and  to 
ere6l  an  altar  and  offer  facrifices,  feafting  and 
rejoicing  before  the  Lord.  But  whether  Gerizim 
or  Ebal  was  the  place  appointed  for  this  folemnity 
is  not  eafily  determined  ;  for  the  Hebrew  Pen- 
tateuch, and  ours  from  it,  affign  mount  Ebal 
for  this  ufe,  while  the  Samaritan  alTerts  it  to  be 
Gerizim. 

As  our  company  halted  for  fome  time  at' Nap- 
lofa,' I  had  an  opportunity  of  vifiting  the  chief 
prieft  of  the  Samaritans,  and  of  difcourfing  with 
him  about  this  and  other  difficulties.  As  to  the 
dirFerence  between  the  Hebrew  and  Samaritan 
copy  above  mentioned,  the  chief  prieft  aflerted, 
that  the  Jews  had  nialicioudy  altered  the  text  out 
of  hatred  to  the  Samaritans,   putting  Ebal  for 
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Gerizim,  becaufe  the  Samaritans  worfliipped  on 
the  latter  mountain,  which  for  that  reafon  they 
would  not  have  to  be  the  true  place  appointed  by 
God  for  his  worfhip  ;  to  confirm  which  he  alleged 
that  Ebal  was  the  mountain  of  curling,  and  natu- 
rally an  unpleafant  place,  while  Gerizim  was  plea- 
Iknt  and  fertile,  and  the  mountain  of  bleffing  ; 
whence  he  inferred,  that  it  was  more  probable 
that  this  was  the  mountain  appointed  for  religious 
feftivals.  But  he  could  not  fay  that  any  of  thofe 
great  ftones  which  God  directed  Joihua  to  fet  up, 
are  now  to  be  feen  on  Gerizim,  which  would  have 
clearly  determined  the  queftion  on  his  fide. 

I  alfo  enquired  of  the  chief  prieft  what  thofe  fe- 
lavse  were  with  which  the  children  of  Ifrael  were 
fo  long  fed  in  the  wildernefs,  when  by  his  de- 
Ibription  they  appeared  to  be  quails.  I  then  afkcd 
him  what  fort  of  plant  or  fruit  t\Vd  dudaim  or 
mandrakes  were,  which  Leah  gave  to  Rachael  for 
the  purchafe  of  her  hufband's embraces  ?  to  which 
he  anfwered,  that  they  were  plants  that  had  a  large 
leaf,  and  bore  a  fruit  like  an  apple  that  was  ripe 
in  harveft  ;  but  was  unwholefome,  and  had  an  ill 
tafte,  and  that  its  virtue  confiiled  in  helping  con- 
ception by  being  laid  under  the  genial  bed,  to 
which  ufe  it  is  often  applied  by  women  at  this  day. 
I  afterwards  faw  feveral  of  thefe  plants  in  our  way 
to  Jerufalem  ;  and  if  they  were  as  common  in 
Mesopotamia  as  we  faw  them  here,  they  mull  ei- 
ther not  be  the  true  mandrakes,  or  elfe  it  mull  be 
hard  to  allign  a  reafon,  why  Rachael  fliould  pur- 
chafe fuch  common  things  at  fo  valuable  a  price. 
This  prieil  fhewed  me  a  copy  of  the  Samaritan 
Pentateuch,  but  could  not  be  prevailed  on  to  part 
with  it,  and  he  had  alfo  the  firll  volume  of  the 
Englifh  Polyglott,  upon  which  he  appeared  to  fet 
as  high  a  value  as  on  his  own  manufcript. 

Naplofa  is  at  prefent  in  a  very  mean  condition, 
in    companion  oi'  what  it  was  anciently  ;  for  it 
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ojiiy  confifts  of  two  ftreets  that  lie  parallel  ,to 
^ch  other,  under  mount  Gerizim.  It  is  however 
full  of  people,  and  the  feat  of  the  Bafla.  Having 
here  paid  our  caphar,  we  proceeded  in  the  fame 
narrow  valley  between  Gerizim  and  Ebal,  which 
is  not  above  a  furlong  broad,  and  faw  juft  without 
the  city  a  fmall  mofque  faid  to  have  been  built 
over  the  fepulchre  purchafed  by  Jacob  of  Emir 
the  father  of  Shechem,  which  goes  by  the  name 
of  Jofeph's  fepulchre,  his  bones  being  interred 
in  it. 

Having  proceeded  one  third  of  an  hour  from 
Naploiii  we  came  to  Jacob's  well,  moft  famous  for 
the  memorable  conference  of  our  blefled  Saviour 
with  the  woman  of  Samaria.  Over  this  well  there' 
formerly  flood  a  large  church  ere61ed  by  the  Em- 
prefs  Helena,  of  which  the  remains  of  the  foun- 
dation are  all  that  is  to  be  feen.  The  well  is  at 
prefent  covered  with  an  old  ftone  vault,  into  which 
we  were  let  down  through  a  very  ftraight  hole, 
and  then  removing  a  broad  flat  ftone,  we  difco- 
vered  the  mouth  of  the  well,  which  is  dug  in  the 
firm  rock  ;  it  is  about  3  yards  in  diameter,  and  35 
in  depth,  five  of  which  were  filled  with  water. 
This  proves  the  falfehood  of  the  ridiculous  ftory* 
told  by  travellers,  that  it  is  dry  all  the  year 
round,  except  on  the  anniverfary  of  that  day  oh 
which  our  Saviour  Hit  upon  its  fide,  and  then  loub- 
bles  up  with  plenty  of  water. 

At  this  well  the  valley  of  Sychem  opens  into  a 
large  field,  which  is  probably  part  of  the  ground 
given  by  Jacob  to  his  fon  Jofeph.  From  this  well 
we  now  Vv'ent  fouthward  along  a  fpacious  and  fer- 
tile valley,  and  arrived  in  four  hours  at  Kane  Le- 
ban,  which  ftands  on  the  eaft  fide  of  a  delicious 
vale,  near  a  village  of  the  fame  name,  one  of 
which  is  fuppofed  to  be  the  Lebonah  mentioned  in 
Scripture.     And  in  this  Kane  we  lay  all  night. 
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Our  firft  tafk  the  next  morning  was  climbing 
a  very  craggy  and  difficult  mountain,  after  which 
we  entered  into  a  very  narrow  valley  between  two 
rocky  hills,  at  the  farther  end  of  which  we  found 
the  ruins  of  a  village  and  a  monaftery.  About  this 
place  is  fuppofed  to  have  been  Jacob's  Bethel, 
where  he  had  the  vifion  of  a  ladder  reaching  up  to 
heaven,  and  angels  afcending  and  defcending; 
near  which  are  the  limits  that  feparate  the  boun- 
daries of  Ephraim  and  Benjamin.  From  hence 
we  pafTed  through  large  olive-yards,  and  came  in 
an  hour  and  a  half  to  a  way  cut  with  great  labour, 
over  a  rocky  precipice.  In  an  hour  more  wc  ar- 
rived at  Beer,  the  place  to  which  Jotham  fled  from 
the  revenge  of  his  brother  Abimelech. 

Beer  is  pleafantly  lituated  on  the  fide  of  a  hill, 
at  the  bottom  of  which  is  a  plentiful  fpring  of 
excellent  water ;  and  at  the  upper  fide  of  the  town 
are  the  remains  of  an  old  church  built  by  the  Em- 
prefs  Helena,  in  memory  of  the  Virgin  Mary, 
who  being  in  queft  of  the  child  Jefus,  is  faid  by 
tradition  to  have  fat  down  here  weary  and  penfive; 
but  afterwards  returning  to  Jerufalem,  (lie  found 
him  difputing  with  the  Do<itors  in  the  Temple. 
Through  the  whole  of  this  day's  journey  the  coun- 
try difcovered  quite  a  different  lace  from  what  it 
had  done  before,  lor  in  moft  places  we  faw  nothing 
but  naked  rocks,  mountains  and  precipices,  which 
aftonifh  and  difappoint  the  expeflations  of  the  pil- 
grims, as  being  contrary  to  the  high  idea  they 
had  formed  of  the  pleafantnefs  and  fertility  of  this 
country;  and  a  1  moft  ftartles  then' faith,  from  the 
feeming  impollibility  of  its  feeding  ib  prodigious  a 
number  as  1,300,000  fighting  men,  bolides  wo- 
men and  children. 

But  it  is  obvious  that  thefe  rocks  and  hills  were 
anciently  covered  with  earth  and  cuhivatcd,  whence 
they  afforded  a  larger  fpace  of  ground  for  cultiva- 
tion, than  if  the  country  was  level.     For  this  pur. 
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pofe,  they  gathereS^up  the  ftones  and  placed  them 
in  feveral  lines,  along  the  fides  of  the  mountains, 
in  the  form  of  walls,  and  by  thefe  borders  fupported 
the  mould  from  tumbling,  or  being  walhed  down, 
forming  many  beds  of  excellent  foil  gradually 
rifing  one  above  another,  from  the  bottom  to  the 
top  of  the  mountains  :  a  form  of  culture  of  which 
evident  foot-fteps  are  to  be  feen  in  all  the  moun- 
tains of  Paleftine;  and  there  is  no  place  upon  earth 
more  fruitful,  even  at  prefent,  than  the  plain  coun- 
try and  valleys,  either  for  the  produ6tion  of  corn, 
or  of  pafturage  for  cattle. 

The  hills,  though  improper  for  any  cattle  but 
goats,  being  difpofed  into  the  abovementioned 
beds,  ferved  very  well  for  bearing  corn,  melons, 
gourds,  cucumbers,  and  other  vegetables,  which 
are  the  chief  food  of  thefe  countries,  for  feveral 
months  in  the  year.  The  mofl  rocky  parts,  that 
could  not  be  made  to  produce  corn,  might  ferve 
for  vines  and  olive-trees,  which  delight  in  fuch  dry 
and  flinty  places  ;  and  thegreat  plain  joining  to  the 
Dead  Sea,  which  on  account  of  its  faltnefs  might 
be  thought  unlit  for  cattle,  corn,  olives  and  vines, 
was  yet,  as  Jofephus  obferves,  ufeful  for  the  nour- 
ilhment  of  bees,  and  producing  honey ;  and  I 
have  reafon  to  believe  the  truth  of  this,  becaufe 
when  I  was  there,  I  perceived  in  many  places  a 
flrong  fmell  of  honey  and  wax.  Thus  the  country 
might  well  maintain  the  vaft  numbers  of  its  in- 
habitants, who  by  the  nature  of  their  climate 
are  inclined  to  an  abftemious  diet,  by  its  being  in 
every  part  produ6tive  of  either  milk,  corn,  wine, 
oil  or  honey,  the  principal  food  of  the  eaftern 
nations. 

On  our  leaving  Beer,  we  came  in  two  hours 
and  a  quarter  to  the  top  of  a  hill,  from  whence 
vve  had  the  firft  profpe61:  of  Jerufalem.  Rama, 
anciently  called  Gibea  of  Saul  being  within  view 
on  the  right  hand,  and  the  plain  of  Jericho  and 
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the  mountains  of  Gilead  on  the  left.  In  another 
hour  we  came  to  the  walls  of  Jerufalem  ;  but  could 
not  enter  without  firft  obtaining  leave  of  the  go- 
vernor, which  being  granted,  we  went  in  at 
Bethelem  gate  mounted  and  armed,  on  account 
of  our  being  in  company  with  the  French  Conful ; 
for  otherwife,  all  Franks,  who  come  not  in  with 
fome  public  minifter,  are  obliged  to  difmount  at 
the  gate,  to  deliver  their  arms,  and  enter  on  foot. 
During  our  Hay,  we  took  our  lodgings  at  the 
French  Conful's  and  boarded  with  the  friars  at  the 
Latin  convent. 

The  26th  being  Good  Friday  according  to  the 
Latin  ftyle,  we  were  obliged  to  go  with  the  Conful, 
to  the  church  of  the  Sepulchre,  to  keep  the  feaft 
with  him,  though  it  was  a  week  before  the  obfer- 
vance  of  Eafter  in  England.  We  found  the  church 
doors  guarded  by  feveral  Janizaries,  who  futfer 
none  to  enter  till  they  have  paid  their  caphar, 
which  for  Franks  or  European  Chriftians  is  com- 
monly 14  dollars  per  head,  unlefs  they  are  Eccle- 
fiaftics,  and  then  it  is  but  half  as  much.  But  hav- 
ing once  paid  it,  they  may  afterwards  go  in  and 
out  gratis  as  often  as  they  pleafe  during  the  whole 
feaft,  provided  it  be  at  the  cuftomary  hours  when 
the  doors  are  open.  The  pilgrims  being  this  day 
all  admitted,  the  church  doors  were  locked  and 
opened  no  more  till  Eafter,  when  being  clofely 
confined  for  three  days,  we  vifited  all  the  holy 
places  at  leifure. 

The  church  of  the  Holy  Sepulchre  is  ere6led  on 
Mount  Calvary,  a  fmall  hill  upon  the  greater 
Mount  of  Moria,  which  being  anciently  appro- 
priated to  the  execution  of  malefactors,  was  fluit 
out  of  the  city  as  a  polluted  place.  But  fince 
Chrift  died  upon  it  for  the  fins  of  the  world,  the 
city  has  been  built  around  it,  and  it  now  ftands 
in  the  midft  of  Jerufalem,  a  great  part  of  the 
Hill  of  Sion  being  flaut  out  of  the  wails  to  make 


31  o  MAUNDRELL's  TRAVELS  FROM 

room  for  it.  To  prepare  this  hill  for  building  a 
church  upon  it,  it  was  neceflary  to  reduce  the  top 
to  a  plain  area,  which  was  done  by  cutting  away 
fome  parts  of  the  rock,  and  elevating  others.  Burt 
it  is  faid  that  great  care  was  taken  that  none  df 
thofe  parts  concerned  in  our  Lord's  paffion  Ihould 
be  altered  or  diminiftied,  and  that  the  part  of 
Calvary  where  Chrift  was  fattened  to  the  crofs  Is 
left  entire ;  it  being  about  ten  or  twelve  yards 
fquare,  and  Handing  fo  high  above  the  floor  of  the 
church,  that  there  are  21  fteps  to  go  up  to  the 
top  ;  and  the  holy  fepulchre,  which  was  at 
firft  hewn  into  a  rock  under  ground,  is  now  a 
grotto  above  ground,  the  rock  being  cut  away 
from  it. 

Though  the  church  is  lefs  than  100  paces  long, 
and  not  above  60  wide,  it  is  fuppofed  to  contain 
imder  its  roof  12  or  13  places,  confecrated  by  fome 
particular  a6lions,  relating  to  our  Lord's  death  and 
refurreftion.  At  iirft,  the  place  where  he  was 
derided  by  the  foldiers  ;  fecondly,  where  they  di- 
vided his  garment;  thirdly,  where  he  was  confined 
while  they  dug  the  hole  in  which  they  eredted  the 
crofs  and  made  every  thing  ready  for  his  crucifixion; 
fourthly,  where  he  was  nailed  to  the  crofs  ;  fifthly, 
where  the  crofs ^  was  ere61ed;  fixthly,  where  the 
foldier  flood  who  pierced  his  fide ;  feventhly^  where 
his  body  was  anointed  in  order  for  burial  ;  eighth- 
ly, where  his  body  was  depofited  in  the  fepulchre; 
ninthly,  where  the  angels  appeared  to  the  women, 
after  his  refurre61ion  ;  tenthly,  where  Chrift  him- 
ielf  appeared  to  Mary  Magdalen.  All  which  places 
and  many  others,  are  fuppofed  to  be  contained 
Vv'ithin  the  narrow  limits  of  the  church,  and  all  of 
them  are  adorned  with  fo  many  feveral  altars.         > 

Every  Chriftian  nation  had  anciently  a  fmall- 
fociety  of  monks  lodged  in  the  galleries  about  th© 
church,  and  the  little  buildings  annexed  to  it  :/^ 
but  all,  except  four,  have  forfaken  thele   apart- 
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ments,  on  account  of  the  heavy  rents  impofed 
upon  them  by  their  Turkilh  landlords,  and  thefe 
four  are  Latins,  Greeks,  Armenians,  and  Co- 
phites.  Befides  their  feveral  apartments,  each 
fraternity  had  their  peculiar  altars  and  fah6luary 
for  their  own  ufe.  But  the  greateft  prize  now 
difputed  between  the  Greeks  and  Latins,  is  the 
command  of  the  holy  fepulchre,  which  is  fome- 
times  carried  on  with  fuch  animofity,  that  in  dif- 
puting  which  party  fhould  go  in  to  celebrate  mafs, 
they  have  proceeded  to  blows,  and  even  wounded 
each  other  at  the  door  of  the  fepulchre.  The 
father  guardian  lliewed  me  a  great  fear  in  his  arm, 
which  was  occafioned  by  a  wound  given  by  a  Greek 
pried ;  but  at  the  requeft  of  the  French  king  by 
a  letter  to  the  grand  vizir,  the  holy  fepulchre  was 
1  in  1690,  appropriated  to  the  Latins,  and  they 
alone  have  the  privilege  of  faying  mafs  in  it, 
though  all  other  Chriftians  may  go  into  it,  for  the 
celebration  of  their  private  devotions. 

There  are  always  ten  or  twelve  Latins  with  a 
prefident  over  them,  who  refide  in  the  church; 
whofe  daily  employment  is  trimming  the  lamps  ; 
and  every  day  they  make  a  folemn  procellion  with 
tapers  and  crucifixes  to  the  feveral  fanftuaries, 
fmging  at  every  one  a  Latin  hymn,  relating  to 
the  fubje6t  of  the  place.  This  ceremony  begins 
on  Good-Friday  night,  which  is  called  the  Nox: 
Tenebrofa,  and  is  obferved  with  fuch  extraordinary 
folemnity,  that  I  cannot  omit  giving  a  particular 
dcfcription  of  it. 

As  foon  as  it  grew  dark,  all  the  friars  and  pil- 
grims allembled  in  the  chapel  of  the  Apparition, 
a  fmall  oratory  on  the  north  fide  of  the  holy 
:  grave,  to  go  round  the  church  in  proceffion  ;  but 
I  before  this  began,  one  of  the  friars  preached  a 
I  fermon  in  Italian,  on  the  darkncfs  at  the  cxuci- 
'  fixion,  and  no  Iboner  entered  upon  his  dilcoiirle, 
I  than  all  the  candles   were  inftantly  put  out,   to 


212  MAUNDRELL's  TRAVELS  FROM 

give  a  more  lively  Trnage  of  the  occafion,  and  thus 
the  place  continued  very  much  in  the  dark,  till 
the  preacher  having  ended  the  difcourfe,  every 
perfon  prefent  had  a  large  lighted  taper  put  into 
his  hand,  and   the   crucifixes,  and  other  utenfils 
were  put  in  order  for  beginning  the  proceffion  : 
among  the  reft  there  was  one  crucifix  of  a  very 
large  fize,  which  bore  upon  it  the  image  of  our 
Lord  as  big  as  the  life.     This  was  fattened  to  it 
with  great  nails;  it  was  alfo  crowned  with  thorns, 
and  fmeared  with  blood.     This  figure  was  carried 
at  the  head  of  the  proceffion,  and  all  the  com- 
pany followed    to  the  feveral   fan6luaries  of  the 
church,  finging  at  every  one  a  hymn.     The  firft 
place  was  the  pillar  of  Flagellation  ;  a  large  piece 
of  which  is  kept  in   a  little  cell  juft  by  the  chapel 
of  the  Apparition.     There  they  fung  their  hymn, 
and  a  friar  preached  in  Spanifli,  on  the  fcourging 
of  our  Lord.     From  hence  they  proceeded  to  the 
prifon  of  Chrift,  where  they  fay  he  was  fecured, 
while  the  foldiers    prepared  for  his  crucifixion : 
here  alfo  they  fung  an   hymn,  and  a  third  friat' 
preached  in  French.     They  next  went  to  the  altar 
ofthedivifion  of  Chriit's  garments,  where   they, 
only  fung  an  hymn  ;  and  from  thence  proceeded 
to  the  chapel  of  Derifion,  where  they  had  an  hymn" 
and  another  fermon  in  French.     From  this  place 
they  went   up  to  Calvary,  leaving  their  jflioes  at  * ' 
the  foot  of  the  ftairs.     Here  are  two  altars  :   one 
where  Chrift  was  nailed  to  the  crofs,  at  which  they.  | 
laid  down  the  great  crucifix,  anda6ted  the  nailing 
of  Chrift  to  it,  and  after  the  hymns,  one  of  the 
friars  preached  another  fermon   upon  the  cruci- 
fixion.    At  the  other  altar  there  is  a  hole  in  the 
natural  rock,  in  which  they  pretend  that  the  foot 
of  our  Lord's  crofs  ftood  ;  and  here  they  fet  up 
their  crofs  with  the  bloody   image  upon  it,  and 
leaving;  it,  fung  an  hymn  ;  after  which  the  father 
guardian   feating    himfelf  in    a   chair    before    it, 
preached  a  fermon  in  Italian. 
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About  the  diftance  of  a  yard  and  a  half  from  the 
the  hole  where  the  foot  of  the  crofs  was  fixed^  is 
feen  a  cleft  in  the  rock,  faid  by  tradition  to  be 
made  at  the  earthquake  at  Chrift's  death,  when 
the  rocks  were  rent.  It  appears  to  be  a  natural 
breach,  about  a  fpan  wide  at  its  upper  part ;  the 
lides  of  it  anfwer  each  other,  and  it  runs  in  fuch 
intricate  windings  as  could  not  be  counterfeited 
by  art.  The  chafm  is  about  two  fpans  deep,  after 
which  it  clofes  ;  but  opens  again  below,  as  may 
be  feen  in  another  chapel  contiguous  to  the  fide  of 
Mount  Calvary ;  and  runs  down  to  an  unknown 
depth. 

The  ceremony  of  the  paffion  being  over,  and 
the  fermon  ended,  two  friars,  reprefenting  Jofeph 
of  Arimathea  and  Nicodemus,  went  to  the  crofs 
with  a  grave  and  folemn  air,  drew  out  the  great 
nails,  and  took  down  the  feigned  body  from  the 
crofs,  which  was  fo  contrived  that  the  limbs  were 
foftand  flexible,  as  if  they  had  been  real  flelh,  and 
it  appeared  very  furprifing  to  fee  thcfe  pretended 
mourners  bend  down  the  arms  which  were  before 
extended,  and  lay  them  upon  the  body,  as  is 
ufually  done  with  refpec^t  to  the  deceafed.  The 
body  was  now  received  in  a  large  windmg  iheet, 
and  carried  down  from  Mount  Calvary,  all  the 
company  attending  to  the  Hone  of  un6tion,  whicii 
is  faid  to  be  the  place  where  our  Lord's  body  was 
anointed  and  prepared  for  burial :  and  here,  while 
they  caft  over  it  Ivveet  powders  and  fpices,  they 
fung  an  hymn,  and  a  friar  preached  a  funeral 
fermon  in  Arabic.  After  which  they  carried  away 
the  pretended  corpfc,  and  laid  it  in  the  fepulchre, 
fhutting  up  the  door  till  Eafter  morning. 

As  nothing  extraordinary  paflcd  the  next  morn- 
ing, many  of  the  pilgrims  had  leifure  to  have 
their  arms  marked  with  the  ufual  eniigns  of  Jcru- 
falem,  which  is  performed  in  the  following  manner. 
Thcy  have  wooden  Ilam[)3  of  any  figure  delired, 

VOL.  IV.  il  r 
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which  they  print  ^  upon  the  arm  with  powder  of 
charcoal,  and  then  taking  two  very  fine  needles 
tied  together,  and  dipping  the  points  in  a  certain 
ink,  faid  to  be  compounded  of  gun-powder  and  oK 
gall,  they  make  fmail  pun6tures  all  along  the  lines 
of  the  figures  they  have  printed,  which  is  done 
with  great  quicknefs  and  dexterity,  feldom  pierce- 
ing  fo  deep  as  to  draw  blood,  after  which  the  part 
-is  waihed  in  wine. 

In  the  afternoon  the  congregation  being  aflem* 
bled  in  the  area,  before  the  holy  grave,  the  friars 
fpent  fome  hours  in  finging  the  Lamentations  of 
Jeremiah,  which,  with  the  ufual  proceffion  to  the 
holy  places,  was  all  the  bulinefs  of  the  day. 

On  the  28th,  being  Eafter- Sunday,  thefepulchre 
was  fet  open  very  early  ;  the  friars  looked  very  joy^ 
ful,  and  mafs  was  celebrated  before  it,  this  being 
the  higheft  place  in  the  church.  The  Father 
Guardian  had  a  throne  eredled,  and  being  drelfed 
in  epifcopal  robes,  with  a  mitre  on  his  head,  he 
gave  the  holt  in  fight  of  the  Turks,  to  all  who, 
-weredifpofed  to  receive  it,  notrefufing  children  of; 
feven  or  eight  years  old  :  which  office  being  ended, 
we  left  the  fepulchre,  and  returning  to  the  con- 1 
vent,  dined  with  the  friars. 

After  dinner  we  went  to  vilit  fome  of  the  re- 
markable places  without  the  walls,  and  beginning 
with  thofe  on  the  north  fide,  were  firft  condu<5l:ed, 
to  a  large  grotto,  a  little  without  the  gate  of  Da- 
inafcus,  which  is  faid  to  have  been  for  fome  timci 
the  refidence  of  the  prophet's  bed,  which  is  a  ftielfi 
of  the  rock  about  eight  feet  from  the  ground,  neati 
which  is  the  place  where  they  fay  he   wrote  his 
Lamentations.     This  cave  is  ar  prefent  a  college  of  j 
Dervifes,  and  is   held  in  great  veneration  by  the  j 
Jews  and  Turks,  as  well  as  the  Chriftians.     The  I 
next  place  we  went  to,  was  thofe  famous  caves 
called  the  fepulchres  of  the  Kipgs  ;  but  for  what 
rcafon,  I  am  unable  to  determine,  unlefs  they  were 
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the  fepulchres  of  the  fons  of  David  ;  but  whoever 
was  buried  there,  the  place  is  aaorned  with  fuch 
expenle  or  labour  and  treafure,  that  it  may  well 
be  ilippofed  the  work  of  kings..  The  entranee  is 
at  the  eall  end  through  a  rock,  into  an  open  court 
cut  down  into  the  rock,  with  which  it  is  furrouiided 
inftead  of  walls.  On  the  fouth  fide  of  this  court 
is  a  portico  nine  paces  long  and  four  broad,  alfo 
hewn  out  of  the  natural  rock,  with  a  kind  of  ar- 
chitrave running  along  its  front,  adorned  v;ith 
fculpture  of  fruits  and  flowers,  which  is  ftill  dif- 
cernible,  though  much  defaced  by  time.  At  the 
end  of  the  portico,  you  defcend  to  the  pafTage  into 
the  fepulchre,  the  door  of  which  is  fo  obftru(5ted 
with  rubbilh,  that  it  is  difficult  to  creep  through  ; 
but  within  is  an  handfome  room  of  about  feven  or 
I  eight  yards  fquare,  cut  out  of  the  natural  rock, 
'  "With  the  fides  and  ceiling  fo  exactly  fquared,  that 
I  nothing  could  be  built  more  regular :  and  the 
'  whole  is  fo  firm  and  entire,  that  it  may  be  called  a 
chamber  hewn  out  of  one  piece  of  marble.  From 
this  room  there  is  a  pallage  into  fix  more,  one  be- 
hind another,  all  of  them  rcfembling  the  firfl:;  but 
the  two  innermoli  are  deeper  than  the  refl:,  they 
having  a  fecond  defcent  into  them  of  fix  or  feven 
fteps. 

In  all  thefe  rooms,  except  the  firft,  were  fione 
coffins  placed  in  niches  made  on  the  fides,  which 
at  firll  were  covered  with  handfome  lids  carved 
with  garlands,  but  mofl:  of  them  are  broken  to 
pieces.  As  the  moift:  damps  were  conft:antly  con- 
denfing  on  the  ceilings  and  walls,  which  were  al- 
ways dropping,  each  room  had  a  finall  channel 
cut  in  the  floor,  to  carry  off  the  water.  But  what 
appeared  moll  furprifing  in  the  fubterraneous 
rooms  were  the  doors,  of  which  there  was  only 
one  that  remained  hanging  ;  it  confifted  of  a  piece 
f  oK  (lone  about  fix  inches  thick,  of  the  fize  and 
'  fliape  of  an  ordinary  door,  and  was  carved  in  pan- 
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nels,  fo  as  to  refetnble  a  piece  of  wainfcot.  It 
was  vilibiy  of  the  fame  kind  with  the  whole  rock^ 
and  turned  upon  pivots,  which  were  of  the  fame 
itone  with  the  door,  and  contained  in  two  holes  of 
the  immoveable  rock,  one  at  the  top  and  the  other 
at  the  bottom.  It  appeared  a  riddle  to  the  pil- 
grims, whether  thefe  doors  were  cut  out  of  the 
rock,  or  brought  hither ;  for  refolving  of  which, 
I  obferved,  that  the  door  left  hanging  did  not 
touch  its  lintel  by  at  leaft  two  inches,  fo  that  it 
might  be  eafily  lifted  up  from  the  pivot,  on  which 
it  turned  at  bottom  ;  and  that  the  doors  which 
had  been  thrown  down,  had  the  pieces  that 
turned  in  a  hole  in  the  lintel  twice  as  long  as  that 
at  the  bottom  ;  which  feems  to  intimate  pretty 
plainly  in  what  manner  this  work  was  accom- 
pliihed. 

Having  taken  a  full  view  of  the  fepulchres,  v/e 
returned  towards  the  city,  and  juft  by  Herod's 
gate  were  fliewn  a  cave,  the  bottom  of  which  was 
filled  with  ftagnated  water  and  mire :  this  palFcs 
for  the  dungeon  in  which  Jeremiah  was  confined 
by  Zedekiah,  till  he  was  fet  at  liberty  by  Ebed- 
Melech  ;  and  here  we  concluded  the  bufinefs  of 
the  day. 

On  Eafter-Monday  the  Mofolem,  or  governor  of 
the  city,  fet  out,  according  to  cuftom,  with  a  party 
of  foldiers  to  conduct  the  pilgrims  to  the  river  Jor- 
dan, in  order  to  fecure  them  from  the  infolence  of 
the  Arabs;  upon  which  occafion  his  fee  for  his 
company  and  Ibldiers  is  twelve  dollars  for  each 
Frank  pilgrim,  and  fix  for  Ecclefiaftics,  which 
every  one  muft  pay,  whether  he  goes  the  journey, 
or  ftays  in  the  city.  We  went  out  at  St.  Stephen's 
gate  with  the  pilgrims,  who  were  of  both  fexes, 
and  of  every  nation,  amounting  to  about  2000, 
and  having  crolfed  the  valley  of  Jehofaphat,  and 
part  of  mount  Olivet,  we  arrived  in  an  hour  at 
Bethany,  which  is  at  prefent  only  a  fmall  village. 
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At  the  entrance  into  it  there  are  fome  old  ruins 
called  Lazarus's  caftle,  fuppofed  to  have  been  his 
manfion  houfe,  and  near  it  the  fepulchre  out  of 
which  he  wasraifed  by  Chrift.  There  is  a  defcent 
into  it  of  25  fteps,  at  the  bottom  of  which  is  firft  a 
fmall  fquare  room,  and  from  thence  a  palfage  into 
another,  that  is  ftill  lefs  and  about  a  yard  and  a 
half  deeper,  in  which  the  bodyisfaid  to  have  been 
laid.  This  place  is  held  in  great  veneration  by  the 
Turks,  who  ufe  it  for  an  oratory,  and  make  all 
Chriftians  pay  acapharfor  their  admiffion  into  it. 

A  little  farther  we  palTed  by  a  place  called  Ma^y 
Magdalen's  habitation  ;  and  then  defcending  a 
Iteep  hill,  came  to  the  Fountain  of  the  Apoftles, 
where  it  is  pretended  they  ufed  to  refrefh  them- 
felves  when  travelling  between  Jerufalem  and  Je- 
richo. Then  proceeding  feveral  hours,  through 
hills  and  valleys,  all  of  which  appeared  barren, 
though  difcovering  evident  marks  of  the  labour  of 
the  hufbandman  in  ancient  times  ;  we  after  fome 
hours,  came  to  the  mountainous  defert,  into  which 
our  Saviour  was  led  by  the  Spirit  to  be  tempted  by 
the  devil,  a  barren  defolate  place,  con  filling  of 
high  rocky  mountains,  that  are  torn  and  diibrdered 
as  if,  in  fome  great  convulfion  of  nature,  the  very 
bowels  of  the  mountains  had  been  turned  outwards. 
But  from  the  top  of  thefe  hills  of  defolation  we 
had  a  delightful  profpe(?t  of  the  mountains  of 
Arabia,  the  Dead  Sea,  and  the  plain  of  Jericho, 
into  which  we  defcended,  and  then  turning  uprn 
the  left  hand,  came  to  the  foot  of  the  Quarantania, 
which  is  faid  to  be  the  mountain  on  which  the  de- 
vil took  our  Saviour,  when  he  laid  before  him  all 
the  kingdoms  and  glories  of  the  earth.  It  is  in- 
deed an  exceeding  high  mountain,  and  is  not  only 
difficult  but  dangerous  of  afcent.  It  has  a  fmail 
chapel  at  the  top,  and  another  about  half  way  up, 
founded  upon  a  prominent  part  of  the  rock,  near 
which  areleveral  caves,  anciently  ufcd  by  hermits. 
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and  by  fome  at  thTirday  for  places  in  which  they 
keep  lent. 

From  hence  turning  down  into  a  plain,  we  pafled 
by  a  ruined  aqueduct,  and  came  to  the  Fountain 
of  Elifha,  fo  called  from  his  miraculoufly  purging 
it  of  its  brackilhnefs,  at  the  defire  of  the  men 
of  Jericho.  Its  waters  are  now  received  into  a  ba- 
fon,  nine  or  ten  paces  long,  and  five  or  fix  in 
breadth,  and  from  thence  divide  themfelves  into 
feveral  ftreams,  Vv^hich  refreili  the  whole  field  that 
lies  between  this  place  and  Jericho.  A  tree  grows 
clofe  to  the  fountain,  fpreading  its  boughs  over 
the  water;  under  its  (hade  we  took  a  collation  with 
the  Father  Guardian,  and  about  30  or  40  other 
friars  who  accompanied  us  in  this  journey.  In 
lefs  than  an  hour's  ride  from  this  fountain  we  ar- 
rived at  Jerichco,  which  is  at  prefent  only  a  poor 
defpicable  village  of  the  Arabs ;  and  here  we  faw 
the  place  where  Zaccheus's  houie  is  faid  to  have 
itood  ;  this  is  an  old  fquare  ftone  building  on  the 
fouth  fide  of  the  town. 

The  next  morning  we  fet  out  very  early  for  Jor- 
dan, We  found  the  plain  extremely  barren, 
producing  nothing  but  a  kind  of  famphire  ^nd 
other  marine  plants;  and  in  many  places  where 
puddles  of  water  had  flood  in  the  road,  we  obferved 
a  whitenefs  on  the  furface  of  the  ground,  which  we 
found  to  be  a  cruft  of  fait,  raifed  by  the  water 
out  of  the  earth.  About  a  furlong  from  the  river 
was  an  old  ruinous  church  and  convent  dedicated 
to  St.  John,  in  memory  of  his  baptifing  our 
Saviour  ;  but  though  we  were  there  in  the  end  of 
March,  we  could  difcover  no  fign  of  its  overflow- 
ing, notwithftanding  its  being  the  proper  time 
for  thofe  inundations.  Having  defcended  the  outer-' 
moft  bank,  we  proceeded  about  a  furlong  upon  a" 
level  ftrand,  before  we  came  to  the  immediate 
bank  of  the  river,  which  is  fo  covered  with  trees 
and   buflies,  particularly   willows,  tamarifks,  and 
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oleanders,  we  could  fee  no  water  till  we  had  made 
our  way  through  them.  In  this  thicket  were  an 
ciently  feveral  forts  of  wild  bpalls,  which  being 
waflied  out  of  the  covert  by  the  overflowings  of  the 
river,  gave  occafion  to  that  allufion,  ''  He  Ihall 
come  up  like  a  lion  from  the  fwellingof  Jordan." 
And  this  is  alfo  reported  to  be  the  cafe  at  prefent. 

We  had  no  fooner  arrived  at  the  river,  and 
difmounted,  in  order  to  gratify  the  curiofity  which 
had  brought  us  thither,  than  we  were  alarmed  by 
fome  troops  of  Arabs  appearing  on  the  other  fide, 
and  firing  at  us :  but  though  they  were  at  too 
great  a  diltance  to  do  any  execution,  this  hindered 
the  friars  trom  performing  the  fervice  prefcribed 
for  this  place,  and  feemed  to  throw  them  into  a 
greater  terror  than  the  reft  of  the  company.  This 
alarm  being  however  foon  over,  fome  ftripped  and 
bathed  themfelves,  others  cut  down  boughs  from 
the  trees,  and  every  body  was  employed  in  taking 
a  memorial  of  this  famous  ftream.  The  water  was 
very  turbid,  and  too  rapid  to  fwim  againft.  It  was 
about  twenty  yards  over,  and  its  depth  far  ex- 
ceeded my  height.  There  feemed  to  be  a  much 
larger  thicket  on  the  oppofite  bank,  than  on  that 
where  we  were;  but  we  did  not  dare  to  fwim  over, 
to  take  any  certain  account  of  what  was  on  the 
other  lide,  for  fear  of  the  Arabs. 

Having  ftaid  fome  time  at  the  river,  the  Mofolcni 
fummoned  us  to  return,  and  condu6ted  us  back 
into  the  middle  of  the  plain,  wiiere  fitting  under 
his  tent,  he  made  us  pals  man  by  man  before  him, 
to  take  a  more  exad  account  of  us,  to  prevent  his 
lofmg  any  part  of  his  caphar.  As  we  could  not 
go  to  the  Dead  Sea,  without  a  licence  from  our 
commander  in  chief  we  fent  to  dcfire  his  permiflion 
for  our  going,  and  a  guard  to  attend  us ;  and 
he  granting  this  requeft,  we  immediately  fet  for* 
wards. 
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On  our  approaching  that  fea,  we  pafled  thro' 
a  kind  of  coppice  of  bufhes  and  reeds  ;  and  on 
our  arriving  at  it,  found  that  it  is  inclofed  on  the 
eaft  and  weft  by  very  high  mountains.  On  the 
north  it  is  bounded  by  the  plain  of  Jericho,  on 
which  fide  it  receives  the  waters  of  Jordan ;  and 
on  the  fouth  it  extends  farther  than  the  eye  can 
reach.  This  lake  is  faid  to  be  twenty-four  leagues 
in  length,  and  fix  or  feven  in  breadth. 

On  the  fhore  of  thisfea  or  lake  we  found  a  black 
fort  of  pebbles,  that  burn  on  being  held  in  the 
flame  of  a  candle,  yielding  a  fmoke  of  an  intoler- 
able ftench  ;  but  though  they  lofe  their  weight  in 
burning,  they  do  not  at  all  decreafe  in  bulk. 
The  neighbouring  hills  abound  with  thefe  fulphu- 
.  rous  ftones,  and  I  faw  pieces  of  them  at  the  con- 
vent of  St.  John  in  the  wildernefs,  which  were 
two  feet  fquare,  carved  in  baiTo  relievo,  and  po- 
liflied  to  as  great  a  luftre  as  black  marble  is  capable 
of  Thefe  were, defigned  for  the  ornaments  of  a 
new  church  and  convent. 

It  is  a  common  tradition,  that  all  the  birds 
which  attempt  to  fly  over  this  lake  drop  down 
dead  into  it,  and  that  no  fl(h  or  any  other  animal 
can  fupport  life  within  thefe  deadly  waters  ;  but 
I  a6tually  faw  feveral  birds  flying  about  and  over 
this  lake,  without  any  vifibie  injury.  I  alfo  ob- 
ferved  among  the  pebbles  on  the  lliore,  two  or 
three  ftiells  of  filh  refembling  thofe  of  oyfters  caft 
up  by  the  waves.  The  water  I  found  to  be  very 
limpid,  and  not  only  fait,  but  alfo  extremely 
bitter  and  naufeous;  and  being  willing  to  make 
an  experiment  of  its  ftrength,  I  went  into  it,  and 
found  that  it  bore  me  up  in  fwimming  with  un- 
common force  ;  but  as  to  what  is  faid  by  fome 
authors,  that  perfons  wading  in  it  were  buoyed 
up  to  the  top  as  foon  as  the  water  reached  the 
navel,  I  found  it  falfe  by  experience.     As  for  the 
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f^it'jnien  for  which  this  lake  has  been  long  famous, 
there  was  none  at  the  place  where  we  were^  though 
it  is  gathered  near  the  mountains  on  both  fides  in 
great  plenty.  I  had  feveral  lumps  of  it  brought, 
me  to  Jerufalem,  and  found  th^at  it  exadtly  re- 
fembled  pitch,  from  v/hich,  I  could  no  otherwife 
diftinguiih  it,  than  by  its  fuiphureous  tafte  and 
fmell. 

Being  defirous  of  feeing  if  there  were  ariy  re- 
mains of  the  cities  anciently  lituated  in  this  placci 
and  malle  the  dreUdful  example  of  the  divine  dif- 
])leafure,  I  carefully  furveyed  the  waters  as  far  as 
my  eye  could  reach  ;  but  could  not  fee  any  heaps 
of  ruins,  nor  any  of  that  fmoke  afcending  above 
the  furface,  which  is  ufuaily  mentioned  in  the 
vvritings  of  geographers.  I  was  told,  however, 
by  the  father  guardian,  and  the  procvirator  of 
Terufalem,  both  of  whom  were  men  in  years,  and 
to  appearance  neither  dcfiitute  of  fenfe  nor  pro- 
bity, that  once  they  actually  faw  fome  of  thefe 
ruins  ;  which  were  fo  near  the  (hore,  and  the  water 
at  that  time  fo  fliallow,  that  they,  with  fome 
Frenchmen,  went  to  them,  and  found  feveral 
pillars  and  other  fragments  of  buildings';  whence 
they  were  now  probably  concealed  by  the  height 
of  the  water.  On  the  weft  fide  of  the  lake  is  a 
promontory,  near  which  our  guide  told  us  is  the 
monument  of  Lot's  wife  metamorphofed  into  a 
pillar  of  fait;  but  we  did  not  give  credit  enough 
to  the  report,  to  take  the  trouble  of  going  to  feek 
for  it.  As  to  the  apples  of  Sodom,  of  which  ib 
much  has  been  faid,  I  neither  faw  nor  heard  of 
any  about  this  place ;  nor  was  theie  any  tree  to 
be  feen  near  the  lake,  from  which  any  fuch  kind 
of  fruit  might  be  expe(!;tcd. 

In  our  return,  at  about  an  hour's  diftance  from 
the  Dead  Sea,  we  came  to  an  old  ruined  Greek 
convent,  and  found  a  good  part  of  the  church 
remaining,  with  feveral  pieces  of  painting  rcpre* 
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fenting  Greek  faints  entire,  and  over  the  altar  was 
a  reprefentation  of  our  Lord's  laft  fupper,  with  a 
Greek  in fcription.  Both  about  this  place,  and  in 
many  others  of  the  plain,  I  perceived  a  ftrong 
fcent  of  wax  and  honey,  for  the  fun  was  very  hot, 
and  the  bees  induftrioufly  employed  about  the 
blolToms  of  the  fait  weed  which  the  plain  produces. 
Among  the  produ6ls  of  this  place  we  faw  a  very 
remarkable  fruit  called  by  the  Arabs  Zachone. 
It  grows  on  a  thorny  bufh,  has  a  fmall  leaf,  and 
both  in  Ihape  and  colour  refembles  an  unripe  wal- 
nut. The  Arabs  bray  the  kernel  of  this  frliit  in  a 
mortar,  and  then  putting  the  pulp  into  fcaldfng 
water,  they  Ikim  off  an  oil  which  rifes  to  the  top. 
The  oil  they  take  inwardly  for  bruifes,  and  apply 
it  outwardly  to  green  wounds,  preferring  it  to 
the  balm  of  Gilead. 

In  the  morning  of  the  31ft,  we  returned  the 
fame  way  by  which  we  came,  and  in  about  fix 
hours  arrived  near  the  walls  of  Jerufalem  ;  when  it 
being  refolved,  inftead  of  returning  to  the  city, 
to  go  immediately  to  Bethlehem,  we  turned  down 
into  the  valley  of  Jehofaphat,  and  palling  by  the 
city,  went:  through  the  valley  of  Rephaim,  famous 
for  being  the  theatre  of  David's  vi(5tories  over  the ;,, 
Philiftines.  In  the  road  we  were  Ihewn  the  follow- 
ing obje6ts  of  curiofity  ;  the  houfe  of  Simeon  ;  a 
famous  turpentine  tree,  under  the  (hade  of  which 
the  Virgin  is  faid  to  have  refted,  when  Ihe  carried 
Chrift  in  her  arms  to  prefent  him  to  the  Lord  at  , 
Jerufalem  ;  a  convent  dedicated  to  Elias,  where 
the  Greek  monks  who  refide  there  fliew  the  pre- 
tended impreffion  of  his  body  in  a  hard  Hone,  that 
ferved  for  his  bed  ;  near  which  is  a  well,  whereinf 
they  fay  the  ftar  appeared  to  the  wife  men  ;  Ra-'^ 
chad's  tomb,  which  plainly  appears  to  be  a  mo- 
dern and  Turkifli  ftru€lure  ;  near  it  is  a  fmall 
piece  of  ground,  in  which  are  picked  up  round 
ilones^  exactly  refernbling  peaS;,  and  tradition  here' 
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■fays,  that  they  were  once  really  peas,  but  that  they 
were  miraculoufly  petrified  by  the  ble/fed  Virgin, 
to  punilh  a  furly  rultic,  who  denied  her  an  handful ' 
of  them  to  relieve  her  hunger. 

On  our  arrival  at  Bethlehem,  we  inimediately 
went  to  all  the  holy  places  there  ;  as  that  where 
6ur  Lord  is  faid  to  have  been  born  ;  the  manger 
in  which  it  is  pretended  he  was  laid  ;  the  chapel 
of  Jofeph  his  fuppofed  father  ;  that  of  the  Inno- 
cents i  thofe  of  St  Jerome,  of  St.  Paula  and  Eu- 
flochium,  of  Eufebius  of  Cremona,  and  the  fchool 
of  St.  Jerome. 

On  the  firft  of  April  we  went  to  fee  the  remark- 
able places   in  the   nighbourhood   of  Bethlehem, 
the  firft  of  which   was  the  famous  fountains,  pools 
and  gardens,  faid  to  be  King  Solomon's,  and   to 
which  he  is  fuppofed   to  allude,  when  among  the' 
other  inftances   of  his    magnificence,  he   reckons 
up   his  gardens,    vineyards,    and    pools.      Thefe 
pools  are  three  in  niunber,  lying  in  a  row   above 
each  other,  and   fo  difpofed  that  the  water  of  the 
uppermoft  defceiids  into  the  fecond,  and  the  fe- 
cond  mto  the  third.     They  are  fquare,  and  of  an 
equal   breadth,   v\hich  is  about  90   paces,   but  the 
length  is  different,  that  of  the  firft  being  about 
160  paces,  that  of  the  fecond  200,  and  the  third 
220.     They  are  all  lined  and  plaiftered,  and  con- 
tain a  great  depth  of  water.     Ciofc  to  the  pools  is 
a  plealant  caftle   of  modern  ftru6ture,  and  about 
140   paces  from  it  is  the  fountain   from  which  the 
pools  derive  their  waters,   which  the  friars    will 
have  to  be  that  Sealed  Fountain  to  which  the  fpoufe 
is  compared.     In  confirmation  of  which  opinion^ 
they   pretend  a  tradition  that  king  Solomon  fliut 
up  thefe  fprings,  and    kept  the  door  fealed   with 
his  lignet,  in  order  to  pieferve  the  waters  in  their 
natural  frclhnefs  and  purity,  for  hi-  own  drinking  ; 
and  indeed  this  would  not  have  been  difiicult,  as 
they  rife  under  ground,  and  have  no  avenues  to 
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them,  but  a  hole  like  the  mouth  of  a  narrow  well, 
through  which  there  is  a  defcent  of  about  four 
yards,  which  opens  into  a  vaulted  room,  15  paces, 
long,  and  8  broad  ;  joining  to  this  is  another  room 
of  the  faiiie  form,  but  fomewhat  lefs,  and  both  of 
them  are  covered  with  handfome  ftone  arches,  that 
are  very  ancient.  There  are  four  places  at  which 
the  water  rifes,  whence  it  is  conveyed  by  little  ri- 
vulets into  a  kiijd  of  baibn,  and  carried  from 
thence  by  a  large  fubterraneous  paiTage  into  the 
pools  ;  but  before  it  arrives  at  them,  a  part  of  the 
ftream  flows  into  an  aquedu61:  of  brick  pipes,  that 
carries  it  by  many  turnings  and  windings  about 
the  mountains  to  Jerufalcm. 

Below  the  pools  there  is  "another  rocky  valley, 
inclofed  on  both  fides  with  high  mountains,  which 
the  friais  maintain  is  the  enclofed  garden  alluded 
to  in  the  place  before  cited,  ''  A  garden  enclofed 
is  my  fifter,  my  fpoufe  :  a  fpring  fluit  up,  a  foun- 
tain fealed.''  However,  it  is  probable,  that  thefe 
pools  may  be  the  fame  with  Solomon's,  there  not 
being  fuch  ftore  of  excellent  fpring-water  any 
where  elfe  to  be  found  throughout  all  Paleftine.  - 
From  hence  we  returned  to.vifit  fome  places 
near  Bethlehem,  where  we  faw  the  field  in  which 
it  is  faid  the  Ihepherds  were  watching  their  liocks, 
when  they  received  the  glad  tidings  of  Chrift  s 
birth  ;  hard  by  is  the  village  where  they  dwelt, 
and  at  a  fmall  diftance  an  old  defolate  convent 
built  by  St.  Paula,  in  which  fhe  died. 

Having  taken  a  view  of  every  thing  worth  feeing  | 
on  the  fouth   and  eaft  of  Bethlehem,   we  walked  ' 
out  after  dinner  to  the  weftward,  to  take  a  view 
of  David's  well,  fo  called  from  its  being  fupf>.)led  I 
to  be  the  fame  which  David  fo  much  thirfted  after. 
But  this  is  rather  a  ciftern  fupplied  only  with  rain 
water.     About  two  furlongs  from  thence  are  to  be 
feen   fome  remains  of  an  old  aqueduct,  that  once 
conveyed  the  water  from  Solomon's  pools  to  Jeru 
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falcm  ;  this  is  indeed  with  great  probability  faid  to 
have  been  the  work  of  Solomon.  It  runs  along 
the  furface  of  the  ground,  and  is  compofed  of 
large  {tones,  with  a  cavity  in  the  middle,  for  the 
channel.  They  are  let  into  each  other,  with  a  fil- 
let round  the  cavity  to  prevent  leakage,  and  joined 
by  fo  firm  a  cement,  that  though  they  are  a  kind 
of  coarfe  marble,  it  is  eafier  to  break  than  to  fepa- 
rate  them.  For  the  greater  fecurity,  this  range 
of  ftone  pipes  was  covered  with  a  cafe  of  fmallcr 
ftones,  laid  over  them  with  a  very  ftrong  mortar, 
fo  that  the  v;hole  work  feems  to  be  formed  of  fuch 
ftrength  and  firmnefs,  as  if  it  had  been  deligned 
for  eternity.  But  this  aqueduct,  which  was  for- 
merly carried  five  or  fix  leagues  with  vaft  expence 
and  labour,  has  been  fo  dcllroyed  by  the-Turks, 
that  there  are  only  a  few  fragments  of  it  remain- 
ing- '  ^  . 

On  our  return  we  went  to  vifit  the  Grcv-^k  and 
Armenian  convents,  _vvhich  are  contiguous  to  that 
of  the  Latins,  each  of  which  has  a  door  that  opens 
into  the  chapel  of  the  holy  manger,  and  then  went 
to  the  grotto  of  the  blelled  Virgin,  within  forty 
yards  of  the  convent,  where  Ihe  is  faid  to  have  hid 
herfelf  and  her  divine  babe,  in  order  to  elcape  the 
fury  of  Herod,  fome  time  before  their  depaVturo 
into  Egypt.  This  grotto  was  formed  out  of  a 
chalky  rock  :  the  whitenels  they  fay  proceeds  from 
fome  drops  of  the  Virgin's  milk  that  fell  from  lier 
brcafl:,  while  (lie  was  fuckling  the  holy  infant: 
whence  they  imagine  that  this  chalk  has  a  miracu- 
lous virtue  of  encreafing  womens  milk.  It  is  there- 
fore taken  by  the  women  of  the  coimtry  for  that 
purpofe,  as  well  by  the  Turks  and  Arabs,  as  the 
Chriftians, 

Having  the  next  morning  prcfented  the  Guardian 
^vith  two  chequins  a-picrc,  in  j-cturn  for  his  civili- 
ties, we  took  leave  of  Bethleheu),  in  oidcr  to  take 
a  view  of  the  W'ildcrne(s  and  the  convent  of  St. 
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John  the  Baptift.  We  firft  crofTed  the  famous 
valley.,  in  which  it  is  faid  the  angel  of  the  Lord  in 
one  night  flew  many  thoufands  of  the  army  oi  Sen- 
I7acherib,  and  then  came  to  the  village  called 
Boatihellah,  v^here  it  is  pretended  that  no  Turk 
can  live  above  two  years;  in  virtue  of  which 
report,  the  Chriftians  keep  the  village  without 
nioieftation,  no  Turk  being  willing  to  hazard  his 
life  by  making  the  experiment.  A  little  farther 
we  caaie  to  a  fpring  where  Vv/e  were  told  that  Philip 
baptiled  the  Ethiopian  eunuch  j  but  the  paflage 
here  is  fo  rocky  and  uneven,  that  it  is  a  dithcult 
road  for  a  ii ngle  horleman,  whence  the  pilgrims 
have  been  ready  to  think  it  impomble  for  the 
euDuch  to  Fide  in  a  chariot.  However,  a  true  judg- 
ment cannot  be  fornjccl  ol"  the  ancient  roads,  from 
what  they  have  been  reduced  to  by  the  negligence 
of  the  1  urks.  Not  far  From  this  fpring  is  a  place 
where  the  rock  had  been  anciently  cut  away,  in 
order  to  lay  a  good  open  road  ;  whence  it  may  be 
fappofed  that  the  lame  care  was  ufed  along  this 
pailage,  though  it  has  been  defiroyed  by  time.' 
We  loon  after  came  to  a  place  calied  the  village  of 
St.  Philip,  where  afcending  a  fteep  hill,  we  ar- 
rived at  the  wilderneis  of  St  John^  which  though  | 
very  rocky,  is  now  well  cultivated,  and  produces'^' 
plent}'  of  corn,  vines,  and  olive-trees.  After  hav- ;^ 
ing  travelled  an  hour  in  this  wildernefs,  we  came'' 
to  the  cave  and  fountain  where  the  baptift  is  faid 
to  have  exercifed  his  aufterities.  Near  this  cell 
there  are  fome  old  locuft  trees,  which  the  friars  liiy 
yielded  him  fuftenance  ;  and  the  poplfii  pilgrims, 
who  dare  not  prefume  to  be  wifer  than  thefe  blind 
guides,  gather,  and  carry  away  the  fruit  with 
great  devotion.  After  this,  we  pafied  along  one 
fide  of  the  valley  of  Elab,  where  David  flew  the 
giant,  and  had  a  view  of  Modon,  a  village  on  the 
top  of  a  hill,  famous  for  being  the  burying  pl.ice 
of  the  Maccabees.     On  our  approaching  the  con- 
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feilt,  we  went  a  little  out  of  the  way  to  vilit, 
a  place  called  the  houfe  of  Elizabeth,  the  mother 
of  the  Baptift.  This  was  alfo  formerly  a  convent, 
though  it  is  now  a  heap  of  ruins,  the  only 
remarkable  place  here  being  a  grotto  in  which 
it  is  pretended  that  the  Virgin  faluted  Elizabeth, 

The  prefent  convent  of  St.  John  had  been  re- 
built within  four  years,  and  is  a  large,  fquare, 
uniform,  and  neat  building,  and  its  church  is 
particularly  beautiful.  It  con fifts  of  three  aifles, 
and  has  a  handfome  cupola  in  the  middle,  under 
which  is  a  pavement  of  Mofaic  work,  that  equals, 
if  not  exceeds,  the  fineft  woiks  of  that  kind  among 
the  ancients.  At  the  upper  end  of  the  north  aiile 
is  a  defcent  of  feven  marble  fieps,  to  a  very  fplen- 
did  altar,  ere61;ed  over  the  place  where  the  Baptift 
is  faid  to  have  been  born. 

On  our  return  from  St.  John's  towards  Jerufa- 
lem,  we  faw  a  convent  of  the  Greeks,  that  takes 
its  name  from  the  holy  crofs,  a  very  neat  lirudure 
in  a  delightful  fituation,  but  what  is  moft  extraor- 
dinary, is  the  reafon  of  its  name  and  foundation  ; 
for  it  is  pretended  that  here  is  the  earth  whicii 
nourilhcd  the  root,  that  bore  the  tree,  that  yielded 
the  timber,  of  which  the  crofs  was  made.  Under 
the  high  altar  is  fhewn  a  hole  in  the  ground  where 
the  ftump  of  the  ^ree  flood  ;  and  there  are  not  a 
few  vilitants,  who  are  fo  blindly  fuperllitious  as 
to  fall  down  and  worlhip  it.  As  this  convent  is 
iK)t  above  half  an  hour  from  Jerulalem,  we  return- 
«d  thither  that  evening,  which  was  the  fifth  day 
after  our  departure,  and  immediately  were  invited 
into  the  convent  to  have  our  feet  waH-ied,  a  cere- 
'mony  performed  by  the  father  guardian  himielf; 
ito  every  pilgrim,  while  the  whole  ibciety  ftands 
(round  finging  Latin  hymns  :  and  when  the  guar- 
dian has  done  his  office,  evGiy  Iriarcomc/s  in,  and 
ikilles  the  pilgiims  feet. 
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On  the  3d  of  April  we  went  to  fee  the  office  of 
the  Holy  Fire,  a,  ceremony  kept  up  by  the  Greeks 
and  Armenians,  from  a  perfualion  that  every 
Eafter  eve  a  miraculous  Hume  defcends  from  hea- 
ven into  the  holy  fcpulchre,  and  lights  all  the 
lamps  and  candles,  as  the  facrifice  was  confumed 
at  the  prayers  of  Elijah. 

On  our  approaching  the  holy  fepulchre,  we 
found  it  crowded  with  a  numerous  and  diftra^led 
mob,  who  made  an  hideous  clamour ;  but  with 
fome  difficulty  prelling  through  the  croud,  we  got 
up  in  the  gallery  next  the  Latin  convent,  where 
we  could  have  a  view  of  all  that  pafled,  The 
people  began  by  running  with  all  their  might 
round  the  holy  fepulchre,  crying  Huia,  which  fig- 
iiifies.  This  is  he^  or  This  is  it.  After  which  they 
began  to  perform  many  antic  tricks  :  fometimes 
they  dragged  one  aliother  along  the  floor  round 
the  fepulchre  ;  Ibmetimes  marched  round  with  a 
man  upright  upon  another's  Ihoulders  ;  at  others 
took  men  with  their  heels  upwards,  and  hurried 
them  about  with  fuch  indecency  as  to  expofe  their 
nudities  ;  and  Ibmetimes  they  tumbled  round  the 
fepulchre  like  tumblers  on  a  llage.  In  a  word> 
nothing  can  be  imagined  more  rude  and  extrava^  j 
gant  than  what  was  a6ted  upon  this  occafion. 

This  frantic  humour  continued  from  twelve  till 
four,  and  then  the  Greeks  firft  fet  out  in  a  pro-: 
cefiion  round  the  fepulchre  followed  by  the  Arme- 
nians, and  marched  three  times  round  it  with  their 
fiandards,  ftreamers,  crucifixes,  and  embroidered 
habits  ;  and  towards  the  end  of  the  proceffion,  a-. 
pigeon  came  fluttering  into  the  cupola  over  the  fe-, 
pulchre,  at  which  the  people  redoubled  thein- 
lliouts  and  clamours,  when  the  Latins  told  the 
Englifli  gentlemen,  that  this  bird  was  let  fly  by 
tl;e  Greeks,  to  deceive  the  people  into  the  belief 
tliat  it  was  a  vifible  defcent  of  the  Holy  Ghoft* 
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The  proceOion  being  over,  the  Suffragan  of  the 
Greek  Patriarch  and  the  principal  Armenian 
biftiap  approached  the  door  of  the  fepulchre,  cut 
the  ftring  with  which  it  was  fattened,  and  break- 
ing the  feal,  entered  in,  (hutting  the  door  after 
them,  all  the  candles  and  lamps  within  having 
been  before  extinguilhed  in  the  prefence  of  the 
Turks.  As  the  accomplifhment  of  the  miracle 
drew  nearer,  the  exclamations  were  redoubled, 
and  the  people  preiTed  with  fuch  violence  towards 
the  door,  that  the  Turks  could  not  keep  them  off 
with  the  fevereft  blows.  This  preiling  forwards 
was  occafioned  by  thedefire  to  light  tlieir  candles 
at  the  holy  flame  as  foon  as  it  was  brought  out  of 
the  fepulchre.  The  two  miracle-mongers  had  not 
been  above  a  minute  in  the  fepulchre,  when  the 
glimmering  of  the  holy  fire  was  feen  through 
fome  chinks  in  the  door,  which  made  the  mob  as 
mad  as  any  in  Bedlam  j  then  prefently  cnme  out 
the  pricfts  with  blazing  torches  in  their  hands, 
which  they  held  up  at  tfie  door  of  the  fepulchre, 
while  the  people  thronged  with  extraordin:iry 
zeal  to  obtain  a  part  of  the  firlt  and  pureft  flame, 
though  the  Turks  laid  on  with  their  clubs  without 
mercy.  Thofe  who  got  the  fire  immediately  ap- 
plied it  to  their  beards,  faces,  and  bofoms,  pre- 
tending that  it  would  not  burn  like  an  earthly 
flame  ;  but  none  of  them  would  endure  the  expe- 
riment long  enough  to  make  good  that  preten- 
fion.  However,  fo  many  tapers  were  prefently 
lighted,  that  the  whole  church  feemed  in  a  blaze, 
and  this  illumination  concluded  the  ceremony. 

The  Latins  take  a  great  deal  of  pains  to  expofe 
this  ceremony,  as  a  fliamcful  impofition,  and  a 
fcaqdal  to  the  Chriftian  religion  :  but  the 'Greeks 
and  Armenians  lay  fuch  ftrcfs  upon  it,  that  they 
make  the  pilgrimngcs  chiefly  on  this  account,  and 
their  prieits  have  a6ted  the  cheat  lo  long,    that 

VOL.    IV.  T    t 


330  MAUNDRELL's  TRAVELS  FROM 

they  are  forced  ncj^  to  Hand  to  it,  for  fear  of  en- 
dangering the  apoftacy  of  the  people. 

The  mob  being  difperfed,  we  went  out  of  the 
church,  when  we  faw  feveral  people  about  the 
ftone  of  un61:ion,  who  having  a  great  nun:)ber  of 
candles  lighted  with  the  holy  fire,  were  employed 
in  daubing  pieces  of  linen  with  the  wicks  and  mel- 
ted wax.  The  linen  was  defigned  for  winding- 
Iheets ;  for  they  imagine  that  if  they  are  buried 
in  a  fliroud  fmutted  with  this  celeftial  fire,  it  will 
fecure  them  from  the  flames  of  hell. 

The  4th  of  April  being  Eafter-  Sunday,  accord^ 
ing  to  the  old  ftile  obferved  in   England,  we  did 
not  go  abroad  to  vifit  any  places ;  but  the  next 
morning  went  to  fee  fome  more  curiofities,  which 
we  had  not  yet  vifited  :  and  firft  we  went  to  what 
is  called  the  prifon,  from  which  St.  Peter  was  de- 
livered by  an  angel;  a  building  clofe  by  the  church 
of  the   Holy   Sepulchre,  that  ftill  ferves  for  its 
primidve  ufe.     We  next  vifited  an  old  church  in 
the  place  where  Zebedee's  houfe  ftood  :  then  the! 
place  where  fi:ood  the  iron  gate,  which  of  its  own 
accord  opened  to   Peter ;  and  near  it  is  a  fmall 
church   built  over  the  houfe  of  St.   Mark  whither 
Peter  went  after  his  miraculous  releafe.    The  Sy- 
rians, to  whom  it  belongs,    pretend  to  Ihew  the 
window,  at  which   Rhoda  looked  out  when  Peter 
knocked  at  the  door.     In  the  church  they  fliew  a 
Syric  manufcript  of  the  New  Teftament  in  folio, 
vvhich  they  pretend  to  be   852  years  old  ;  and  a 
little  frone  font,  ufed  by  the  Apofi:les  themfelves 
in  baptizing.     In   the  fame  fircet  is  what  is  called 
the  houfe  of  St.  Thomas,  formerly  converted  into 
a  church,   but  now  a  mofque.  •  In  another  ftreet  is 
the  place  where  they  fiiy  our  Lord  appeared  after 
his  refurrec^^ion  to  the    tliree  Marvs  :  for  the  friars 
maintain  that  they  were  three,  though  St  Matthew 
mentions  no  more  than  two.     At  a  fmall  diftance 
the  Armenians  have  their  convent  and  gardens. 
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with  a  large  and  delightful  fpot  of  ground,  which 
takes  up  all  that  part  of  mount  Sion  that  is  within 
the  city  walls  ;  and  their  church  is  built  over  the 
place  where  they  fay  St.  James,  the  brother  of 
John  was  beheaded  ;  and  in  a  fmall  chapel  on  the 
north  fide  of  the  church,  is  fhewn  the  very  place 
of  his  decollation.  In  this  church  there  are  two 
altars,  adorned  with  extraordinary  fplendour,  with 
croiles  of  gold  and  filver,  crowns,  rich  mitres, 
embroidered  copes,  chalices,  and  other  church 
utenOls.  In  the  midft  of  the  church  is  a  pulpit, 
curioufly  inlaid  with  tortoile-lhell  and  mother  of 
pearl,  with  a  beautiful  canopy  or  cupola  over  it ; 
f  the  fame  work  as  the  former.  The  tortoife- 
-.lell  and  mother  of  pearl  are  here  fo  exquifitely 
mingled,  that  the  work  far  exceeds  the  value  of 
the  materials.  In  a  kind  of  anti-chamber  there 
are  laid  up  on  one  lide  of  an  altar,  three  large 
rough  Hones,  that  are  efteemed  very  precious. 
One  of  them  is  pretended  to  be  the  ftone  upon 
which  Mofes  call:  the  two  Tables  when  he  broke 
them,  out  of  indignation  at  the  idolatry  of  the 
Ifraelites;  and  the  other  two  are  faid  to  be  brought, 
one  from  the  place  of  our  Lord's  baptifm,  and  the 
other  from  that  of  his  transfiguration. 

After  this  we  went  to  another  Armenian  chapel, 
fliid  to  be  founded  in  the  place  where  the  houie  of 
Annas  flood  ;  on  the  iniide  of  which,  near  the 
door,  is  fliewn  a  hole  in  the  wall,  to  point  out  the 
place  where  one  of  the  officers  of  the  High  Pricft 
fmote  our  Saviour  ;  whom  the  friars  will  have  to 
be  the  fame  Malchus  whole  ear  was  healed  by  our 
Lord.  In  the  court  before  this  chapel  is  an  olive- 
tree,  to  which  they  fay  Chrid  was  for  fomo  time 
chained,  by  order  of  Annas,  to  prevent  hisefcape. 

From  hence  we  went  out  of  Sion  gat;\,  which 
is  near  to  what  is  called  the  Honfc  of  Caiaphas, 
where  there  is  another  fmall  chapel  of  the  Arnie- 
.•nians.     Here,  under  the  altar,  they  fay  ia  the  Hone 
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that  lay  at  the  dCTor  of  our  Saviour's  fepulchre, 
which  the  Armenians  i\o\e  from  the  Church  of  the 
Sepulchre  and  brought  hither,  though  it  is  two 
yards  and  a  quarter  long,  one  yard  broad  and  a 
yard  thick.  It  is  plaiftered  all  over,  except  in  five 
or  fix  places,  where  it  is  left  bare,  to  receive  the  kif- 
fesof  the  pilgrims.  Here  is  alfo  (hewn  a  fmall  cell, 
faid  to  have  been  our  Lord's  prifon  till  the  morn- 
ing, when  he  was  carried  before  Pilate,  andlikewife 
the  place  where  Peter  was  frighted  into  the  denial 
of  his  mafter. 

At  a  fmall  diftance  farther  from  the  gate  was 
the  church  of  the  Coenaculum,  where  they  fay 
Chrift  inltituted  his  laft  fupper  ;  but  this  is  now  a 
mofque,  and  not  to  be  feen  by  Chriftians.  Near 
this  is  a  well,  faid  to  be  the  place  where  the 
Apoftles  feparated,  to  go  every  one  to  his  feveral 
charge  ;  and  clofe  by  it  are  the  ruins  of  a  houfe, 
in  which  the  Virgin  is  fuppofed  to  have  breathed, 
her  laft.  A  little  lower  down  the  hill  we  were 
fliewn  the  place  where,  it  is  pretended,  a  Jew  ar- 
refted  the  body  of  the  Blelfed  Virgin,  as  Ihe  was 
carrying  to  her  interment ;  for  which  the  hand  he 
feized  the  bier  with  was  withered.  And  in  the 
middle  of  the  hill  we  were  fliewn  a  cave,  in  which 
St.  Peter  wept  bitterly  for  denying  his  matter. 

We  now  returned  into  the  city  at  Sion  gate, 
and  turning  down  on  our  right  hand,  clofe  by  the 
wall,  were  led  into  a  garden,  at  the  foot  of  Mount 
Moriah,  where  we  were  fhewn  feveral  large  vaults, 
which  run  at  leaft  iift}'  yards  under  the  mountain. 
They  were  built  in  two  aifles  arched  with  firm 
malfive  ftones,  and  fupported  with  tall  pillars, 
each  of  which  confifted  of  one  fingle  ftone  two 
yards  in  diameter.  This  might  be  fome  work 
made  under  ground,  to  enlarge  the  area  of  the 
Temple;  an  opinion  that  is  confirmed  by  Jofephus.  ^ 
We  now  returned  towards  the  convent,  palling  in 
our  way  through  the  Turkifh  Bazars,  and  taking  a 
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view  of  the  beautiful  gate  of  the  temple;  but 
could  only  examine  it  in  palling,  as  the  fuper- 
ftition  of  the  Turks  render  it  unfafe  to  continue 
there  long. 

The  next  morning  we  took  aprogrefs  about  the 
city,  where  going  out  at  Bethlehem  gate,  and 
turning  on  the  left  hand,  we  came  to  Bath-fheba's 
Pool  at  the  bottom  of  mount  Sion,  where  ihe  is 
faid  to  have  been  wafhing  herfelf  when  David  faw 
her  from  the  terrace  of  his  palace  ;  but  others  re- 
fer this  to  another  fmaller  pool  juft  within  Bethle- 
hem gate.  A  little  below  this  pool  begins  the  val- 
ley of  Hinnom,  on  the  weft  fide  of  which  is  the 
place  anciently  called  the  Potter's  Field,  and  after- 
wards the  Field  of  Blood,  but  now  termed  Campo 
San(5to.  It  is  only  a  fmall  piece  of  ground,  about 
30  yards  long  and  15  broad,  one  half  of  which  is 
taken  up  by  a  fquare  fabric  built  for  a  charnel- 
houfe,  that  is  twelve  yards  high  ;  into  this  building 
dead  bodies  are  letdown  from  the  top,  there  being 
five  holes  left  open  for  that  purpofe,  through  which 
they  may  be  Ceen  under  feveral  degrees  of  decay. 
A  little  below  the  Campo  San(5lo  is  an  intricate 
cave,  confiiting  of  feveral  rooms,  one  within  ano- 
ther; in  which  the  Apoftles  are  Ikid  to  have  hid 
themfelves,  when  they  forfook  their  Mafter  and 
fled. 

'r,  A  little  farther  the  valley  of  Hinnom  ends,  that 
of  Jehofaphat  eroding  it,  along  which  runs  the 
brook  Cedron  :  but  it  has  no  water  except  in  win- 
ter, and  it  was  quite  dry  when  we  were  at  Jerufa- 
leni.  In  this  valley  of  Jehofaphat  we  hrlt  went  to 
the  Well  of  Nehemiah,  lb  called  from  its  being 
reputed  the  place  where  he  recovered  the  fire  of 
the  altar,  after  the  Babylonifh  captivity.  A  little 
farther  is  the  place  where  Ifaiah  is  laid  to  have 
been  fawn  afunder  ;  above  that  is  the  pool  of  Si- 
loam  ;  a  little  higher  is  the  fountain  of  the  Bleffcd 
Virgin  ;  and  over  againft   it  the  village  of  Siloe, 
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in  which  Solomoi3»,is  faid  to  have  kept  his  ftrange 
wives  ;  above  which  is  the  hill  called  the  Mountain 
of  Offence,  where  Solomon  built  the  High  Places; 
and  not  far  from  thence  they  (hew  another  field 
of  blood,  where  Judas  met  with  his  fate.    On  the 
fame  fide  of  the  valley  are  feveral  Jewiih  monu-s 
ments,  among  which  are  two  noble  ar)tiquities,r 
the  pillar  of  Abfalom  and  thefepulchre  of  Zacharyj 
and  clofe  to  the  latter  is  the  fepulchre  of  Jehofa-i 
phat,  from  whence  the  valley  takes  it  name. 

Upon  the  edge  of  the  hill  on  the  oppolite  fide 
of  the  valley,  the  city  wall  runs  in  a  dire6t  line  : 
near  the  corner  of  Vv'hich  there  is  a   pillar  jutting, 
out  of  the  wall,  and  upon  this  pillar  the  Turks 
fay  that  Mahomet  ihail  fit  in  juda^ment  at  the  laft: 
day,  and  that  the  whole  world  fliail  be  gathered 
together  in  the  valley  below,  to  receive  their  doom 
from  his  mouth.     At  a  little  diltance  to  the  north- 
ward is  the  gate  of  the  temple,  which   is  walled 
up,  for  the  Turks  here,  having  a  prophecy  that 
their  deftruftion   fliali  enter   at  that   gate,    thus 
endeavour  to   prevent   its    completion.      In  this 
valley  below  the  gate  is  a  broad  hard  fione,  with* 
feveral  impreliions  upon  it,  which  may  be  fancied' 
to  be  footfteps  ;  and  thefe,  the  friars  fay,  are  the 
prints  made  by  our  Saviour's  feet,  when,  after  his 
being  apprehended,  he  was  violently  hurried  away 
to  the  tribunal  of  his  blood-thirily  perlecutors. 
At  afmalldiftance  from  this  ftone  is  what  is  called 
the  fepulchre  of  the  Blelfed  Virgin,  which  has  a 
magnificent  defcent  to  it  of  forty-feven  fiairs.  On 
the  right  hand  on  going  down,  is  the  fepulchre  of 
St.  Anna  her  mother,  and  on  the  left  that  of  St. 
Jofeph  her   hiifband.     After. this,  afcending  the 
hill  we   were  (hewn   a  broad  fione,  on  which  we 
were  told  St.  Stephen  fulfered   martyrdom  ;  and 
r>ot  far  from  it  a  cave,  into  which  tiie  Jews  caft  his 
body.     And  from  hence  we  went  to  St.  Stephen's 


ALEPPO  TO  JERUSALEM.  ^^^ 

^ate,  fo  called  from  its  vicinity  to  the  place  where 
he  fiifFcred  martyrdom. 

The  next  morning  we  fet  out  again,  in  order 
to  vifit  the  moft  remarkable  places  on  JSlount  Oli- 
vet; where,  as  we  were  afcending  the  mountain, 
we  faw  certain  caves  cut  with  intricate  windings 
under  ground,  and  called  the  fepuichres  of  the 
prophets.     A  little  higher  up  are  twelve  arched 
vaults  under  ground,  built  in  a  row,  in  memory 
of  the  twelve  Apoftles,  who,  it  is  pretended,  com- 
piled their  creed  in  this  place.    Sixty  paces  higher 
up  we  came  to  the  place  where  we  were  told  Chrift 
uttered  his  prophecy  concerning  the  deftrudfioii 
of  Jerufalem.     Higher  up  is  a  pillar,  to  fhew  the 
place  where  an  angel  gave  the  BlefTed  Virgin  three 
days  warning  of  her  death  ;  and  at  the  top  of  the 
mount  we  came  to  the  place  of  our  Lord's  afcen- 
lion,  where  there   was  anciently  a  large  church 
built  in  honour  of  that  triumph  ;  but  all  that  now 
remains  of  it  is  an  o6fagonal  cupola,  about  eight 
yards  in  diameter,  which   is  faid    to  be  over  the 
place  where  the  Son  of  God  fet  his  laft  foot-fieps 
on  earth  ;  and  upon  a  hard  Hone  under  the  cupola 
is  fhewn  the  print  of  one  of  his  feet.     This  chapel 
of  the  Afccniion  is  in  the  cuftody  of  the  Turks, 
and  ufed  by  them  for  a  mofqiic.     About  two  fur- 
longs from  this  place  was  anciently  crc6tcd  a  high 
tower,  in  memory  of  the  appearance  of  the  two 
angels  to  the  Apoftles  after  our  Lord's  afccniion, 
from  which  the  tower  had  the  name  of  Viii  Gali- 
laei  ;  but  about  two  years  before  this  time  it  was 
demoliftied  by  a  Turk,   who  bought  the  field  in 
which  it  ftood.    From  this  eminence  we  had  a  view 
ofjerulalem,  with  the  adjacent  country,  and  tlie 
Dead  Sea. 

•     We  now  defcended  the  mount  by  another  road, 

'   and  about  the  midway  were  (hewn  the  })iace  where 

Chrilt  beheld  the  city,  and  wept  over  it ;  aiid  near 

the  bottom  of  the  hill  is  a  great  ftonc,  upon  which. 
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"we  are  told,  the-^lefTed  Virgin  let  fall  her  girdle 
after  her  aiTumption,  in  order  to  convince  St. 
Thomas,  who,  it  is  pretended,  was  troubled  with 
a  fit  of  his  old  incredulity  upon  this  occaiion  ;  and 
there  is  ftill  to  be  feen  a  fniall  winding  channel 
upon  the  ftone,  which  is  faid  to  be  the  impreffion 
made  by  the  girdle  when  it  fell,  and  to  be  left  for 
the  conviction  of  ail  who  ftiouid  fufpedl  the  truth 
of  the  (lory.  A  little  lower  we  were  Ihewn  Geth- 
femane,  an  even  plat  of  ground  between  the  foot 
ol  Mount  Olivet  and  the  brook  Cedron.  It  is  not 
above  fifty- fev en  yards  fquare  ;  but  is  well  planted 
with  olive  trees,  which  are  believed  to  be  the 
fame  that  flood  there  in  our  Saviour's  time ;  in 
virtue  of  which  opinion,  the  olives,  the  olive- 
Hones,  and  oil  which  they  produce  became  an 
excellent  commodity  in  Spain;  and  yet  Jofephus 
ihews,  that  Titus  cut  down  all  the  trees  within 
about  a  hundred  furlongs  of  Jerufalem,  and  that 
the  foldiers  were  obliged  to  fetch  wood  at  that 
diftance  for  making  their  mounts  when  they  affault- 
ed  the  temple.  At  the  upper  part  of  this  garden 
is  a  flat  ledge  of  naked  rocks,  faid  to  be  the  place 
on  which  Peter,  James,  and  John  fell  afleep, 
during  our  Saviour's  agony  ;  and  juil  by  a  cave, 
in  which,  it  is  faid,  he  underwent  that  bitter  part 
of  his  paffion.  At  a  fmall  diftance  is  a  narrow 
piece  of  ground,  twelve  yards  long  and  one  broad, 
liiid  to  be  the  path  on  wliich  Judas  walked  up  to 
Chrill,  and,  faying  Hail  Matter,  kilfed  him.  This 
narrow  path  is  feparated  from  the  garden  by  a 
wall,  as  a  terra  damnata  ;  and  it  is  remarkable 
that  this  was  done  by  the  Turks,  who  as  well  as 
the  Chriftians,  deteft  the  ground  on  which  that 
infanious  piece  of  treachery  was  a6led.  Hence 
croiling  the  brook  Cedron,  we  entered  St.  Ste- 
phen's gate,  and  again  returned  to  the  convent. 
Oil  the  8-h  of  April  we  went  to  fee  the  place 
where  we  were  told  the  palace  of  Pilate  ftood  i 
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but  upon  this  fpot  is  now  only  an  ordinary  Turk-^ 
ifh  houfe,  from  the  terrace  of  which  there  is  a  full 
view  of  the  place  where  the  temple  ftood,  and 
this  is  the  only  profpe(5f  of  it  that  is  allowed  ;  for 
whatever  Chriftian  goes  within  the  borders  of  this 
ground  muft  forfeit  his  life  or  his  religion.  A 
htter  place  for  an  auguft  building  could  not  be 
found  in  the  whole  world.  It  lies  upon  the  top 
of  Mount  Moriah,  oppofite  Mount  Oliveti  the 
valley  of  Jehofaphat  lying  between.  It  was  about 
590  of  my  fteps  in  length,  and  370  in  breadth. 
In  the  middle  of  the  area  now  ftands  a  mofque  of 
an  o6lagonal  figure,  which  is  faid  to  be  built  on 
the  ground  where  formerly  ftood  the  Sanftuni 
San6torum.  In  the  above  pretended  houfe  of  Pi- 
late is  (hewn  the  room  in  which  Chrift  was  buffeted 
by  the  foldiers,  and  mocked  with  theenfignsof 
royalty.  At  coming  out  of  the  houfe  is  a  defcent 
■where  was  formerly  the  Scala  San6ta.  On  the 
other  fide  of  the  ftreet,  which  was  anciently  a 
part  of  the  palace>  is  a  room  where  it  is  faid  that 
our  Saviour  was  fcourged,  and  this  is  now  a  wea- 
ver's (hop.  In  returning  from  Pilate's  palace,  we 
pafFed  along  the  Dolorous  Way,  in  which  we 
were  (hewn  in  order  ;  firlt,  the  place  where  Pilate 
brought  our  Lord  forth  to  the  people,  faying, 
Behold  the  Man  !  fecondly,  where  Chrift  fainted 
twice  under  the  crols :  thirdly,  where  the  bleflTed 
Virgin  fwooned  at  this  tragical  fight :  fourthly, 
where  St.  Veronica  prefented  him  the  handker- 
chief to  wipe  his  bleeding  brows:  and  fifthly, 
where  the  foldiers  compelled  Simeon  to  bear  his 
crofs. 

On  the  9th  we  went  to  take  a  view  of  what  is 
now  called  the  Pool  of  Bethefda,  which  is  120 
paces  long,  forty  broad,  and  eight  deep  ;  but  has 
no  water  in  it.  At  the  weft  end  there  are  fome 
old  arches,  now  dammed  up,  which  thougli  ther« 

VOL.  IV.  1/   U 


3^8  MAUNDRELL's  TRAVELS  FROM 

are  but  three  in  number,  fome  will  have  to  be 
the  five  porches  in  which  fat  the  lame,  halt  and 
blind.  From  hence  we  went  to  the  convent  of 
St.  Ann,  where  there  is  a  large  church  ;  but 
both  that  and  the  convent  are  defolate  and  neg- 
le61:ed.  In  a  vault  under  the  church  is  (hewn 
the  place  where  it  is  faid  the  Virgin  Mary  was 
born,  and  near  it  the  Pharifee's  houfe  where  Mary 
Magdalen  wafhed  Chrift's  feet  with  her  tears,  and 
wiped  them  with  her  hair.  In  the  afternoon  we 
went  to  fee  Mount  Gihon,  and  the  pool  of  the 
fame  name,  which  is  lined  with  a  wall  and  plaft- 
er,  it  is  i66  paces  long,  67  broad,  and  was  well 
flored  with  water. 

On  the  loth  we  went  to  take  our  leave  of  the 
Holy  Sepulchre,  which  being  the  laft  time  of  its 
being  opened  this  feftivat,  the  Turks  allow  free 
admittance  to  all  people,  both  this  day  and  the 
following  night,  without  any  fee,  not  only  to  the 
poor,  but  to  the  lewd  and  vicious,  who  go  thither 
to  get  a  convenient  opportunity  for  proftitution, 
and  who  profane  it  as  much  as  the  heathens,  who 
thus  celebrated  their  Aphrodefia  in  the  temple  of 
Venus. 

On  Sunday  the  nth  of  April  the  Turks  began 
their  Biram  ;  this  is  thefeaft  after  their  lent  called 
Ramadam,  which  being  a  time  of  great  libertinifm, 
we  confined  ourfelves  in  our  lodgings  to  avoid  be- 
ing infulted  by  the  rabble  :  and  there  being  hardly 
any  thing  near  the  city  we  had  not  now  feen,  we 
kept  clofe  in  our  quarters  the  two  following  days, 
during  which  we  prepared  for  our  departure  ;  and 
were  under  fome  uneafinefs  from  being  informed, 
that  the  country  w^as  more  and  more  difturbed  by 
the  Arabs  ;  but  being  told  that  the  Mofolem  was 
likewife  going  to  return  to  his  mailer,  the  BaiTa 
of  Tripoly,  we  refolved,  if  poffible,  to  go  in  his 
company.  We  therefore  went  to  him  on  the  14th 
with  a  fmall  prefent^  to  enquire  the  time  of  his 
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departure,  and  were  informed  that  he  would  fet 
out  the  next  morning. 

Being  willing  before  my  departure  to  meafure 
the  circuit  of  the  city,  I  now  took  one  of  the 
friars  with  me,  and  went  out  at  Bethlehem  gate, 
whence  proceeding  on  the  right  hand,  1  walked 
round  till  we  came  to  the  lame  gate  again,  by 
which  means  I  found  that  the  whole  city  was  4630 
paces  in  circumference  ;  and  ten  of  my  paces 
amounting  to  nine  yards,  the  number  made  4167, 
i which  is  juft  two  miles  and  a  half. 

On  the  15th  in  the  morning,  having  received 
jOur  depiomata  from  the  Father  Guardian,  to  cer- 
tify that  we  had  vifited  all  the  holy  places,  and 
having  each  of  us  prefented  the  convent  with  50 
dollars  for  the  trouble  we  had  given,  we  fet  out 
with  the  Mofoiem,  and  lodged  the  firlt  night  at 
Kane  Leban,  where  the  Molblem  left  us.  The 
country  people  being  now  every  where  at  plough, 
ufed  goads  of  an  extraordinary  lize,  they  being- 
eight  feet  long,  armed  with  a  Iharp  point,  for 
(driving  the  oxen,  and  at  the  other  end,  which 
"Was  about  lix  inches  in  circumference,  with  a  ftnall 
fpade  or  iron  paddle,  for  cleanling  the  plough 
from  the  clay  that  encumbers  it  in  working  ;  the 
plough  being  held  by  the  fame  |)erfon  who  drives 
the  oxen.  It  was  probably  vvith  a  goad  like  thefe 
that  Shamgar  flew  600  of  the  Philiftines;  fuch  a 
weapon  being  no  Icfs  fiv  than  a  fword  for  fuch  an 
executio!!. 

i  On  the  i6th  leaving  Kane  Leban,  we  pafTcd  by 
Kaplofa  and  Samaria,  after  which  we  came  to  the 
fountain  Selce,  where  we  took  up  our  lodging. 
On  the  17th  we  continued  tiie  fame  road  we  had 
travelled  before,  till  we  came  to  Caphar  Arab, 
when  we  crofled  over  the  plain  of  Efiiraelon,  and 
came  to  Jcneen,  a  large  town,  that  has  an  old  caf- 
tle  and  two  moiques,  and  is  the  chief  refidcnce 
pf  the  Emir  Chibbly,  who  fent  us  orders  not  to 
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advance  any  fartjff&f;,  till  he  himfelf  Ihould  come 
to  receive  his  caphars.  This  was  very  unwelcome 
news ;  but  as  we  had  no  remedy,  we  waited  for 
his  coming  from  two  in  the  morning  till  fun  fet, 
when  we  received  an  order  from  that  prince  to  pay 
the  eaphar  to  an  officer  who  was  commanded,  to 
receive  it,  and  difmifs  us.  We  then  made  all  the 
hafte  we  could  to  difpatch  the  eaphar,  and  get 
clear  of  the  Arabs  ;  but  notwithftanding  all  our 
diligence,  it  v/as  near  midnight  before  we  had 
done.  After  which  we  departed,  and  immedi-i 
ately  entering  into  the  plain  of  Efdraelon,  tra-; 
veiled  all  night,  and  in  feven  hours  reaching  the 
Other  fide,  came  to  a  very  fteep  and  rocky  afcent ; 
but  in  half  an  hour  mailered  it  and  arrived  at  Na- 
zareth. 

This  is  now  a  fmall  village,  fituated  in  a  kind  of 
a  round  concave  valley  on  the  top  of  a  high  hilK 
We  were  there  entertained  at  a  convent,  in  which 
"were  immured  feven  or  eight  Latin  fathers,  who 
live  in  perpetual  fear  of  the  Arabs,  who  are  lords 
of  the  country.  The  church  of  Nazareth  ftands 
in  a  cave,  faid  to  be  the  place  where  the  Virgin. 
Mary  received  the  meflage  from  the  angel,  *'  Hail 
thou  that  art  highly  favoured,  &c."  and  is  in  the 
form  of  a  crofs.  That  which  ftands  for  the  up- 
right part,  being  fourteen  paces  long,  and  lix 
over,  running  directly  into  the  cave,  has  no  other 
arch  over  it,  but  that  of  the  natural  rock.  The 
tranfverfe  part,  which  is  built  acrofs  the  mouth  of 
the  cave,  is  nine  paces  long  and  four  broad,  and 
"where  thefe  join  are  two  granite  pillars,  one  of 
"which  is  fuppofed  to  ftand  wheie  the  angel,  and 
the  other  where  the  Virgin  flood  at  the  time  of 
the  annunciation.  One  of  thefe  pillars,  which  is 
that  of  the  BleFed  Virgin,  has  been  broke  away* 
by  the  Turks,  and  i8  inches  in  length  are  taken 
away  between  the  pillar  and  its  pedefial,  and  yet  it 
remains ere6t,  notwithftanding  it  touches  the  root^  *| 
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upon  which  it  is  probably  hung  ;  but  the  friars 
maintain  that  it  is  fupported  by  a  miracle.  We 
afterwards  went  to  fee  the  houfe  of  Jofeph,  where 
Chrift  lived  for  near  30  years  in  fubjection  to  his 
fuppofed  father.  At  a  fmall  diftance  from  thence 
they  Ihew  the  fynagogue  in  which  our  Saviour 
preached  the  fermon  which  fo  exafperated  his 
countrymen.  In  each  of  thefe  laft  places  are  the 
ruins  of  a  handfome  church  built  by  Helena. 
::'■  On  the  19th  we  went  to  vifit  Mount  Tabor,  a 
high,  round,  and  beautiful  mountain,  about  three 
furlongs  along  the  plain,  thought  to  be  that  on 
which  our  Lord  was  transfigured.  After  a  laborious 
afcent,  which  took  up  near  an  hour,  we  reached 
the  top,  where  we  found  a  moft  fruitful  and  deli- 
cious plain  of  an  oval  figure,  extending  about  two 
furlongs  in  length,  and  one  in  breadth.  It  is 
every  wiiere  inclofed  with  trees,  except  towards 
the  fouth,  and  was  anciently  furrounded  with  walls, 
trenches,  and  other  fortifications,  many  remains 
of  which  are  ftill  to  be  feen.  In  feveral  parts  of 
this  plain  are  ciflerns  of  very  good  water  ;  and 
near  it  are  three  caves  formed  to  reprelent  the 
three  tabernacles  Peter  propofed  to  ere6t,  when, 
feeing  the  glory  of  the  transfiguration,  he  faid, 
f^  Lord,  it  is  good  for  us  to  be  here ;  let  us  make 
three  tabernacles,  &c." 

-  I  cannot  here  forbear  mentioning  an  obfervation 
■which  is  very  obvious  to  all  who  vifit  the  Holy 
Land;  that  almoft  every  thing  reprcfented  to  be 
done  in  the  Gofpel,  is  faid  by  them  who  fliew  the 
places  to  have  been  done  in  caves,  even  where  the 
condition,  and  the  circumflances  of  the  actions 
themfelves  feem  to  require  places  of  another  na- 
ture. Thus  thofeofthe  Blelled  Virgin's  birth  ;  of 
the  annunciation  ;  of  the  Virgin's  falutation  of 
Elizal^eth  ;  of  the  Baptift's  and  Chrift 's  nativity  ; 
of  St.    Peter's  repentance ;    the    transfiguration. 


342 


MAUNDRELL's  TRAVELS  FROM 


and  almoft  every->thing  elfe,  are  reprefented  as 
done  under  ground. 

The  top  of  Tabor  affords  a  moll  delightful  prof- 
pedt.  On  the  north-weft  it  gives  a  view  of  the 
Mediterranean,  an,d  ail  round  are  the  beautiful 
plains  of  Efdraelon  and  Galilee.  At  the  bottom, 
to  the  weftward,  ftands  Daberah,  which  is  faid  to 
take  its  name  from  Deborah,  Judge  of  Ifrael ;  and 
near  it  is  the  fountain  of  Kifhon.  Eaftward  is 
Mount  Hermon,  and  at  the  foot  is  feated  Nain, 
famous  for  our  Lord's  raifing  the  widow's  fon  there. 
To  the  fouthv;ard  is  a  view  of  the  mountains  of 
Gilboa,  fatal  to  Saul  and  his  fons.  Due  eaft  is  the 
fea  of  Tiberias,  and  clofe  to  it  is  feen  a  ileep 
mountain,  down  which  the  fwine  ran  and  perilhed 
in  the  waters.  Towards  the  north  appears  what 
is  called  the  Mount  of  the  Beatitudes,  a  fmall 
rifingfrom  which  our  Saviour  delivered  his  fermon; 
and  not  far  from  this  littte  hill  is  the  city  of  Sa- 
phet,  ftanding  upon  a  high  mountain,  which 
being  then  in  view,  our  Saviour  may  be  fuppofed 
to  allude  to  it,  when  he  fays,  ''  a  city  fet  on  a  hill 
cannot  be  hid." 

We  had  alfo  a  fight  of  the  place,  which  it  is 
pretended  was  Dothaim,  where  Jofeph  was  fold 
by  his  brethren;  and  of  the  field  where  our  Saviour 
fed  the  multitude  with  a  few  loves  and  filhes.  After 
dinner  we  went  to  fee  the  mountain  of  the  Pre- 
cipitation, that  is,  the  brow  of  the  hill,  where 
they  fay  the  Nazarities  would  have  thrown  down 
our  Saviour,  had  he  not  made  a  miraculous  efcape. 
On  the  brink  of  the  precipice  is  a  great  ftone,  upon 
which  the  friars  (hew  fome  holes  refembling  the 
prints  of  fingers  thruft  into  it  which  they  pretend 
are  prints  of  Chrift's  fingers  made  by  him,  when 
reiifting  the  violence  that  was  offered  him. 

On  the  2oth  of  April  we  took  leave  of  Nazareth, 
and  directing  our  courfe  towards  Acra,  palled  irj 
view  of  Galilee,  and  came  to  Sepharia,  the  re- 
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puted  habitation  of  Joachim  and  Anna,  the  pa- 
rents of  the  Virgin  Mary  ;  this  is  at  prefent  a  poor 
village,  on  the  weft  or  which  ftands  part  of  a 
large  church,  on  the  place  where  the  houfe  of 
Joachim  and  Anna  is  faid  to  have  ftood.  Here 
begins  the  delightful  plain  of  Zabulon,  from 
whence  we  proceeded  to  Acra,  where  we  were 
treated  very  courteoufly  by  the  French  conful  and 
merchants,  and  having  ftaidonly  one  night,  took 
our  leave,  returning  by  the  fame  way  of  the 
Goaft  that  has  been  already  defcribed. 

On  the  2 2d  we  went  to  fee  a  place  we  had  not 
obferved  before,  which  was  a  high  rocky  moun- 
tain about  three  hours  from  Sidon,  on  the  lide  of 
which  are  hewn  200  caves,  all  of  which  are  much, 
alike.  Their  entrances  are  two  feet  fquare  ;  and 
on  the  infide,  moft,  if  not  all  of  them,  have  a 
room  about  four  yards  fquare,  on  the  lide  of  which 
is  the  door  ;  and  on  the  other  three  fo  many 
little  cells,  elevated  about  two  feet  above  the 
floor.  It  is  queftioned  whether  they  were  made 
for  the  dead  or  the  living:  however,  feveral  of 
the  cells  are  not  of  a  figure  proper  for  depofiting 
human  bodies,  fome  of  them  being  only  a  yard 
fquare,  fome  more,  and  fome  lefs,  feeming  to  be 
made  for  family  ufes.  Over  tlie  door  of  each  cell 
is  a  channel  cut  to  convey  the  water  away,  that 
it  may  not  annoy  the  rooms  within  ;  and  as  the 
cells  are  cut  above  each  other  in  the  lide  of  the 
rock,  there  are  convenient  ftairs  cut  for  the  eafier 
communication  between  thofe  above  and  thole 
below  ;  and  at  the  bottom  of  the  rock  are  feveral 
old  cillerns  for  keeping  a  ftore  of  water. 

On  the  23d  we  continued  at  Sidon,  where  we 
wore  gcncroudy  treated  by  the  French  ;  and  the 
next  niorning  took  leave  of  the  conful,  and  the 
-refl  of  our  friends  of  that  nation,  in  order  to  go 
to  Damafcus.  Having  })rocecdcd  about  half  an 
-hour  through  the  olive-yards  of  Sidon  v»e  reached 
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the  foot  of  Mount'%ibanus,  and  in  two  hours  and 
a  half  more  came  to  a  village  called  Caphar  Milki. 
The  afcent  was  hitherto  eafy,  but  it  now  began 
to  grow  more  fteep  and  difficult.  Having  labour- 
ed an  hour  and  one  third  more,  we  came  to  a  frelh 
fountain  called  Ambus  Lee^  where  we  encamped 
for  that  night.  The  next  day  we  continued  af- 
cending  for  three  full  hours,  and  arriving  at  the 
higheft  ridge  of  the  mountain,  faw  the  fnow  lying 
clofe  by  the  road:  when  beginning  immediately 
to  defcend  on  the  other  fide  we  came  to  a  fmail 
village  called  Mefkgarah,  where  a  plentiful  ftream 
guflies  from  the  fide  of  the  mountain,  and,  falling 
down  into  a  valley  below,  forms  a  fine  brook  J 
which>  after  a  current  of  about  two  leagues^  lofes 
itfelf  in  a  river  called  Letane.  From  hence^  ia 
one  hour,  we  entered  into  a  valley  called  Bocat^ 
which  feems  to  be  the  fame  with  Bicath  Aven^ 
mentioned  Amos  i.  v.  together  with  Eden  and 
Damafcus  ;  for  very  near  it  there  is  a  place  called 
Eden  to  this  day.  We  crolled  the  river  LetanCi 
over  a  bridge  of  five  fl:one  arches,  and  having 
travelled  about  an  hour  and  a  half  on  its  bankj 
pitched  our  tents  for  that  night. 

On  the  26th  we  continued  our  courfe  through 
the  valley  of  Bocat,  to  the  foot  of  Libanus,  and 
having  palled  by  fevcral  villages,  went  through  a 
narrow  cleft  between  two  rocky  mountains  to 
Demas^  where  we  fet  forward  again.  Having 
croiled  a  bridge  over  the  river  Barrady,  we  again 
began  to  afcend,  and  in  half  an  hour  the  road 
brought  us  to  the  brink  of  a  high  preci piece,  at 
the  bottom  of  which  the  river  runs,  the  moun- 
tain being  cleft  afunder  to  give  it  admiffion  into 
the  plain  below.  On  the  highefi:  part  of  the  pre* 
cipice  is  a  fmall  ftrudlurelike  a  iheck*s  fepulchref 
from  whence,  the  Turks  fay,  their  prophet  took  a 
view  of  the  city  of  Damafcus,  which  he  found  fi> 
piealant  and  beautiful,  that  he  would  not  tempt 
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his  frailty  by  entering  into  it  ;  but  inftantly  de- 
parting, faid,  "  There  is  but  one  paradife  de- 
iigned  for  man,  and  he  would  not  take  his  in  this 
world." 

From  the  above  precipice  there  is  the  mod  per- 
fe6t  view  of  Damaicus,  and  no  diftant  prolpe(5l  in 
the  world  can  promife  the  beholder  greater  plea- 
fure.  It  is  feated  in  an  even  phiin  of  fuch  extent, 
that  the  mountains,  which  encompafs  it  on  the 
farther  fide  can  be  but  juft  difcerned,  and  ftandsat 
about  two  miles  diftance  from  the  place  where  the 
river  Barrady  breaks  out  from  between  the  moun- 
tains, to  which  its  gardens  alaioft  extend.  The 
city  is  long,  ftrait,  and  very  narrow  in  the  middle, 
but  fwells  bigger  at  each  end,  efpecially  at  that 
to  the  north-ealt.  It  is  about  two  miles  in  length, 
and  is  thick  fet  with  mofques,  and  ft ee pies  ;  it  is 
encompalfed  with  gardens,  which,  according  to 
common  eftimation,  are  no  lefsthan  30  miles  round. 
Hence  it  looks  like  a  noble  city  fituated  in  a  vaft 
wood.  Thefe  gardens  are  fet  with  fruit-trees  of  all 
kinds,  kept  frefli  and  verdant  by  the  waters  of  the 
Barrady  ;  and  from  thefe  gardens  appear  many 
turrets,  obelifks,  and  fummer-houfes,  arifing  from 
'among  the  green  boughs,  and  adding  no  fmall  ad- 
yantage  to  the  profped. 

Great  part  of  the  beauty,  as  hath  been  already 
faid,  proceeds  from  the  waters  of  the  Barrady, 
which,  on  their  ilFuing  from  between  the  cleft  of 
the  mountain,  are  divided  into  three  ftreams;  the 
niiddlcmoft  and  largcft  of  which  runs  through  a 
large  open  field  dire6tly  to  Damafcus,  where  it  is 
diftributed  to  all  the  ciilerns  and  fountains  of  the 
city  ;  while  the  other  two,  which  feem  to  be  the 
work  of  art,  are  drawn  round,  one  to  the  right 
and  the  other  to  the  left,  on  the  borders  of  the 
gardens,  through  which  they  difpcrfe  a  multitude 
of  little  currents;  io  that  there  is  not  a  garden 
which  has  not  a  ftream  running  through  it,  that 
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not  only  ferves  for  watering  the  place,  but  is  im- 
proved into  fountains^,  and  other  water-works, 
which  are  peculiarly  delightful  in  a  country  where 
the  heat  of  the  climate  renders  a  profufion  of  water 
one  of  the  greateft  luxuries.  Thefe  water-works 
are,  however,  not  adorned  with  fuch  variety  and 
art  as  in  Europe.  This  fine  river  is  almoft  wholly 
drank  up  by  the  city  and  gardens  ;  and  the  fmail 
part  which  is  left  is  faid  to  be  united  again  in  one 
channel  in  the  fouth-eaft  fide  of  the  city,  whence, 
after  a  courfe  of  three  or  four  hours,  it  lofes  itfelf 
in  a  bog,  without  ever  arriving  at  the  fea.  This 
river  was  called  by  the  Greeks  and  Romans,  Chry- 
forrhoas ;  but  as  for  Abana  and  Pharphar,  rivers 
of  Damafcus  mentioned  in  the  Old  Teftament,  we 
could  find  no  memorial  of  them,  but  fuppofe  they 
were  branches  of  the  river  Barrady. 

We  continued  a  very  conliderable  time  upon 
the  pjecipice,  delighted  with  thelandfcapeof  the 
terreftrial  paradife  before  us,  and  detained  by  the, 
beauty  of  the  profpeft,  which  at  the  fame  time 
invited  us  to  tafte  the  pleafures  of  the  city.  On 
our  going  down  the  hill  into  the  plain,  we  were 
met  by  a  Janizary  fent  from  the  convent  to  con- 
duel  us  to  Damafcus.  He  did  not  care  to  take  us 
through  the  neareft  gate,  and  fo  through  the  city, 
for  fear  the  inhabitants  (hould  be  offended  at  fee- 
ing fo  great  a  number  of  Franks,  and  therefore , 
led  us  round  about  the  gardens  ;  when  we  obferved 
that  the  garden  walls  were  of  a  Angular  ftrudture, 
being  built  of  very  large  bricks  hardened  in  the 
fun>  Thef?  being  two  yards  long,  one  broad,  and 
half  a  yard  thick,  two  rows  of  them  placed  edge- 
ways [one  upon  another,  form  a  cheap,  expediti- 
ous, and,  in  this  dry  country,  a  durable  wall. 

As  we  paiTed  between  the  gardens  v/e  obferved 
the  method  ufed  here  of  fcouring  the  channels, 
which  is  done  by  putting  a  large  bough  of  a  tree, 
in  the  water,  when  a  good  lufty  fellovv  getting 
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upon  it,  preJTes  it  down  to  the  bottom,  and  caufes 
it  to  be  drawn  along  by  driving  forwards  a  yoke 
of  oxen  to  which  it  is  fattened  ;  and  this  is  in- 
tended both  to  cleanfe  the  bottom,  and  to  fatten 
the  water,  that  it  may  enrich  the  foil  of  the  gar- 
dens with  its  mud. 

Having  entered  the  eaft  gate  we  went  immedi- 
ately to  a  convent,  where  we  were  courteoully  re- 
ceived by  the  guardian. 

The  next  morning,  which  was  the  28th  of  April, 
we  walked  out  to  take  a  view  of  the  city.  The 
llreets,  as  is  ufual  in  hot  countries,  are  narrow, 
and  the  houfesare  all  built  of  no  better  materials 
than  either  fun-burnt  brick,  or  Flemifli  wall, 
very  coarfely  daubed  over,  whence  upon  any  vi- 
olent rains  the  whole  city  becomes,  by  the  wadi- 
ing  of  the  houfes,  an  entire  quagmire  ;  yet  the 
gates  and  doors  of  thefe  buildings  are  adorned 
with  marble  portals,  carved  and  inlaid  with  great 
beauty  aud  variety  ;  and  it  appears  not  a  little 
furpriiing  to  fee  mud  and  marble,  meannefs  and 
grandeur;  fo  mingled  together.  On  the  infide 
there  is  generally  a  large  fquare  court,  inrrounded 
by  fplendid  apartments,  beautified  by  marble 
fountains,  and  fragrant  trees.  Tiie  duans  are 
floored  and  adorned  on  the  fides  with  variegated 
marble  in  Mofaic  work.  The  ceilings  are,  after 
theTurkilh  manner,  richly  painted  and  gilt  ;  and 
the  carpets  and  ciifhions  are  extremely  beautiful. 
There  are  generally  feveral  of  thcfe  duans  on  every 
fide  of  the  court  ;  fo  that,  on  one  or  the  other, 
a  perfon  may  always  lie  either  in  the  fun  or  the 
(hade. 

We  went  to  fee  the  church  of  St.  John  Baptift, 
now  converted  into  a  mofquc,  and  eftecmed  too  fa- 
cred  to  be  entered  by  Chriltians.  Hcrvvever,  we 
had  a  tranfient  view  of  it,  by  looking  in  at  three 
fcveral  gates.  On  the  north  fide  of  the  church  is 
a  fpacious  court,  about  150  yards  long,  and  80  or 
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I oo  broad,  which  is"  paved  all  over.  The  church 
takes  up  thefouth  fide,  and  the  other  three  are  eii- 
clofed  by  a  double  cloyfter,  fupported  by  two  rows 
of  granite  columns  of  the  Corinthian  order,  which 
are  extremely  beautiful  and  lofty.  The  church  is 
extremely  fpacious,  and  is  built  with  three  aifles, 
between  which  are  rows  of  beautiful  polilhed  pil- 
lars. Its  gates  are  Vaftly  large,  and  covered  with 
brafs  all  over  ftamped  with  Arabic  charafters,  and 
in  feveral  places  with  the  figure  of  a  chalice,  fup- 
pofed  to  be  the  ancient  enfign  or  arms  of  the  Ma- 
majukes.  In  this  church  is  pretended  to  be  kept 
the  head  of  St.  John,  and  fome  other  relicks,  ef- 
teemed  fo  holy,  that  it  is  death  even  for  a  Turk 
to  enter  the  room  where  they  are  depofited.  A 
Turk  of  good  failiion  told  us,  that  at  the  day  of 
judgment  Chrift  was  to  defcend  into  this  iliofque, 
as  Mahomet  was  to  do  into  that  of  Jerufalem. 

We  went  next  to  the  caftle,  which  (lands  at  about 
two  furlongs  drftance,  and  is  a  good  ruftic  build- 
ing, 340  paces  long,  and  fomewhat  lefs  in  breadth. 
We  were  allowed  to  enter  but  juft  within  the 
gate,  where  we  faw  a  great  quantity  of  armour 
and  arms,  the  fpoils  obtained  from  the  Chriftians, 
Among  the  artillery  was  an  old  Roman  balifta  ; 
andattheeaft  end  hung  down  the  middle  of  the 
wall,  a  fhort  chain  cut  in  ftone,  which  feemcd  of 
no  other  u[e  than  to  (hew  the  Hull  of  the  artificer. 
We  then  went  to  vifit  the  bazars,  which  we  found 
crowded  with  people,  but  deftitute  of  any  thing 
worth  notice. 

Early  the  next  morning  we  went  to  fee  the  ca- 
valcade of  the  Hadgees  fetting  out  on  their  pil- 
grimage to  Nfecca,  and  for  our  better  fecurity 
again  ft  the  infolence  of  the  bigots,  we  hired  a 
(liop  in  one  of  the  bazars  through  which  they  were 
to  pafs.  This  famous  cavalcade  began  with  4.6 
Delees,  or  religious  madmen,  each  carrying  a  (ilk 
ilreamer  mixed  either  with  red  and  green,  or  yel- 
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low  and  green.  Then  came  three  troops  of  Seg- 
men,  an  order  of  Turkilh  foldiers  ;  and  next  fonie 
troops  of  Spahees,  anoiher  order  of  the  foldiery. 
Thefe  were  followed  by  eight  companies  ot  Mu- 
grubines,  on  foot,  fellows  who  made  a  very  formi- 
dable appearance,  and  were  defigned  to  be  left  in 
a  garrifon  maintained  by  the  Turks  in  the  defert 
of  Arabia,  which  is  relieved  every  year.  In  the 
midft  of  the  Mugrubines  were  drawn  fix  fmall 
pieces  of  ordnance.  There  then  came  on  foot  the 
foldiers  of  the  caftle  of  Damafcus,  fantailically 
armed  with  coats  of  mail,  gauntlets,  and  other 
pieces  of  old  armour.  Thefe  were  followed  by  two 
troops  of  Janizaries  and  their  Aga,  well  mounted. 
Next  were  brought  the  Bafla's  two  ho rfe- tails, 
ulhered  by  his  Aga  of  the  court,  followed  by  fix 
fine  led  horfes  with  fplendid  trappings,  and  each 
had  girt  upon  the  faddle  a  large  filver  target  gilt. 
After  them  came  the  Mahmal,  a  large  pavilion  of 
black  filk,  fixed  upon  the  back  of  a  very  tall  ca- 
mel, with  the  curtains  adorned  with  gold  fringes 
fpreading  round  the  bcaft  to  the  ground,  and  on 
the  top  a  gold  ball.  The  camel  that  carries  it  has 
large  robes  of  beads,  fifh-fhells,  fox-tails,  and 
other  fantaflical  ornaments  of  the  fame  kind,  hung 
about  his  hcad^  neck,  and  legs.  This  is  defigned 
to  do  honour  to  the  Koran,  which  is  placed  with 
great  reverence  under  the  pavilion,  where  it  is 
carried  in  ftatc  both  to  and  fiom  Mecca.  This 
Koran  is  accompanied  with  a  rich  new  carpet, 
which  the  Grand  Signior  annually  lends  for  the 
covering  of  Mahomet's  tomb  ;  the  old  one  being 
brought  back  in  return  for  it,  as  it  is  efteemed  of 
ineftimable  value.  The  camel  that  carries  this  la- 
cred  load  has  the  privilege  of  being  ever  after  ex- 
empted from  all  other  burdens.  1  he  Mahmal  was 
followed  by  another  troop,  among  which  was  the 
Bafia  himJclf,  and  tlie  rear  was  brought  up  by 
twenty  loaded  camels. 
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This  proceffion'*being  over,  we  went  to  fee  the 
Ager  Damafcenus,  a  long  beautiful  meadow  juft 
without  the  city,  divided  in  the  middle  by  a 
branch  of  the  river  Barrady  :  it  is  rendered  re- 
markable by  a  tradition  that  Adam  was  made  of 
the  earth  of  this  meadow.  Adjoining  to  it  is  a 
large  hofpital,  that  has  a  pleafant  fquare  court, 
on  one  fide  of  which  is  a  ftately  molique,  and  on 
the  other  fides  cloyfters  and  lodgings  that  make 
no  contemptible  appear'ance. 

From  hence  returning  homewards,  we  were 
fliewn  by  the  way  a  beautiful  bagnio,  and  near  it 
a  coffee  houfe  capable  of  entertaining  four  or  five 
hundred  people  under  the  iliade  of  trees.  It  had 
two  quarters  for  the  I'eception  of  gucfts,  one  fit 
for  the  fummer,  and  the  other  for  the  winter. 
That  defigned  for  the  fummer  was  a  fmall  ifland, 
wafhed  by  a  large  fwift  ftream,  and  Ihaded  over 
head  with  mats  and  trees.  In  this  pleafant  place 
were  a  multitude  of  Turks  upon  the  Duans,  there 
being  nothing  which  they  behold  with  fuch  de- 
light as  greens  and  water;  to  this  if  a  beauti- 
ful face  be  added,  they  have  a  proverb  that  all 
three  together  area  perfe6l  antidote  againft  melan- 
choly. 

After  dinner  We  went  to  vifit  the  houfe  faid  to 
belong  to  Ananias,  who  rellored  fight  to  St.  Paul. 
The  place  ihewn  for  it  is,  according  to  cuftom,  a| 
frnall  cave,  which  affords  nothing  remarkable,  ex« 
cept  a  Chriftian  altar,  and  a  Turkifh  praying  place 
feated  near  each  other.     Our  next  walk  was  out  at. 
the  eaft  gate,  in  order  to  fee  the  place  of  St  Paul's 
vifion,  which  is  about  half  a  mile  diftant  from  the 
city,  clofe  by  the  road.     A  little  nearer  the  city 
is  a  fmall  timber  irru6iure,  not  unlike  the  cage  of; 
a  country  borough  in  England  but  within  it  is  an 
altar.     We  were  told  that  the  apoftle  refted  there, 
after   his  vilion   in   the  way  to  the  city.     Being 
returned,  we  were  flicwn  the  place  where  was  the 
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gate  at  which  St.  Paul  was  let  down  in  a  bafket ; 
but  it  is  at  prefent  wailed  up.  On  our  return  we 
went  to  vifit  the  great  Patriarch  of  the  Greeks, 
a  perfon  of  about  forty  years  of  age.  His  refi- 
dence  was  mean,  and  yet  he  told  us  that  the  city 
contained  above  1200  people  of  the  Greek  com- 
munion. 

The  next  day  we  went  to  recreate  ourfelves  in 
one  of  the  gardens,  where  we  found  a  pleafant 
fummer-houfe,  with  a  plentiful  flream  of  water 
running  through  it.  The  garden  was  thick  fet 
with  fruit-trees,  without  the  leaft  order,  which  is 
the  cafe  with  all  the  gardens  about  Damafcus; 
only  the  fummer-houfes  of  fonie  of  them  are  more 
folendid  than  thofe  of  others,  and  their  waters  are 
improved  into  greater  variety  of  fountains.  In 
vifiting  thefe  gardens,  the  Franks  are  obliged 
either  to  walk  on  foot  or  to  ride  upon  aifes,  the 
Turks  not  allowing  them  to  mount  on  horfe- 
back  ;  and  there  a're  hackney  alTcs,  which  always 
Hands  ready  equipped  for  hire.  When  a  perfon  is 
mounted,  the  mafter  of  the  afs  follows  his  bead 
to  the  place  whither  he  isdifpofed  to  go,  goading 
him  behind  with  a  fliarp  pointed  Itick,  which 
makes  him  difpatch  his  liage  with  great  expe- 
dition. The  next  day  we  fpcnt  in  another  gar- 
den, which  exceeded  the  former  in  the  beauty  of 
its  fummer-houle,  and  the  variety  of  its  foun- 
tains. 

.  The  day  following  we  went  to  Sydonaia,  a 
.Greek  convent,  about  four  hours  to  the  northward 
of  Damafcus.  In  our  way  we  faw  on  our  right 
hand  a  very  high  hill,  laid  to  be  the  fame  on  which 
Cain  and  Abel  ollcred  facrifices,  and  where  the 
former  flew  his  brother.  Sydonaia  is  iituated  on 
the  farther  fide  of  a  large  vale,  which  lies  on  the 
top  of  a  rock,  and  would  be  inacccflible,  but  for 
the  fleps  that  are  cut  all  the  way  up.  It  is  fenced 
with  a  ftrong  wall  that  indoles  Uie  convent.  This 
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is  a  very  mean  j[lru6ture,  containing  nothing  ex- 
traordinary but  its  wine,  which  is  indeed  excellent. 
This  convent  was  at  firft  founded  and  endowed  by 
the  emperor  Juftinian,  and  is  at  prefent  pofTelTed 
by  twenty  Greek  monks  and  forty  nuns,  who 
feem  to  live  promifcuoufly  together.  Upon  this 
rock,  and  a  fmall  compals  round  it,  are  no  lefs 
than  fixteen  churches  or  oratories  ;  but  they  are 
moft  of  them  ruined  and  defolate. 

In  the  chapel  of  the  convent  they  pretend  to 
fnew  a  great  miracle  done  there  fome  years  before, 
and  fay,  that  having  a  little  picture  of  the  Virgin 
Mary  very  much  reforted  to  by  fupplicants,  and 
famous  for  the  many  cures  and  bleflings  granted 
to  their  prayers,  a  fachlegious  fellow  Hole  it  away  ; 
but  had  not  kept  it  long  before  he  found  it  meta- 
morphofed  into  a  real  body  of  flefli,  when  being 
itruck  with  furprife  and  remorfe  atfo  extraordinary 
an  event,  he  carried  it  back,  confeffing  and  im- 
ploring forgivenefs  for  his  crime.  The  monks, 
on  recovering  fo  great  a  jewel,  depofited  it  in  a 
fmall  ftone  cheft,  and  placing  it  in  a  little  cavity 
behind  the  high  altar,  fixed  an  iron  grate  before 
it,  to  fecure  it  from  any  of  the  like  attempts  for 
the  future.  Upon  the  grates  hang  abundance  of 
little  toys,  the  offerings  of  many  votaiies  for  thd 
fuccefs  of  their  prayers  made  at  this  flirine.  Under 
the  fame  cheft,  in  which  the  incarnate  pi61:ure  was 
depofited,  they  place  a  fmall  filver  bafon  to  receive 
the  holy  oil  which  they  pretend  diftils  from  the 
inciofed  image,  and  performs  wonderful  cures  in 
many  diflempera,  efpecially  of  the  eyes. 

On  the  eaft  fide  of  tlie  rock  is  an  ancient  fepul-' 
chre  hollowed  out  of  the  firm , ftone,  about  eight 
yards  fquare,    containing  twelve   chefts   of  dead;' 
bodies.     Over  the  entrance  are  fix  ftatues  as  big  as ' 
the  life,  in  three  niches,  and  on  the  pedeftals  are 
the  remains  of  a  Greek  infcription. 
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On  the  2d  of  May  we  went  to  fee  the  ftreet  called 
Straight,  which  is  about  half  a  mile  in  length, 
and  runs  from  eaft  to  weft  through  the  city  ;  but 
it  being  narrow,  and  fome  of  the  houfis  on  both 
fides  jutting  out,  we  could  not  have  a  clear  prof- 
pe^  of  its  length  and  ftraightnefs.  In  this  flreet 
is  (liewn  the  houfe  of  Judas,  with  whom  St.  Paul 
lodged  ;  and  in  the  lame  houfe  is  an  old  tomb, 
faid  to  be  Ananias's,  much  reverenced  by  the 
Turks,  who  always  keep  a  lamp  burning  over  it. 

In  the  afternoon,  having  made  the  convent 
where  we  had  lodged  a  prefent,  in  return  for  the 
kind  entertainment  we  had  received,  we  left  Da- 
mafcLis,  in  order  to  go  to  Tripoly,  defigning  to 
fee  BalJbec  ;  we  therefore  returned  the  fame  way 
we  came,  and  crolling  the  river  Barrady  at  the 
bridge,  lodged  that  night  at  a  village  near  it. 

On  the  4th  of  May,  continuing  our  journey  to 
Balbec,  we  left  our  old  road,  and  turning  to  the 
north,  in  an  hour  and  a  half  came  to  a  fmall  village 
near  which,   on  the  top  of  a  hill,  is  an  old  ftruc- 
ture,  fuppofed  to  be  the  tomb  of  Abel,  and  though 
it  is  thirty   yards  long,  it   is  thought  to   bejufl: 
proportioned  to  the  height  of  his  ftature.     From 
I  this  tomb  the  adjacent   country  is  faid  to   have 
!  been  anciently  called  Abilone.     Here  we  entered 
i  into  a   narrow  palfage    between  two  fteep  rocky 
mountains,  the  river  Barrady  running  at  the  bot- 
tom.    On  the  other  fide  of  the  river  we  obferved 
(everal  tall  cclimms,  which  we  found   to  be  the 
front  of  fome  ancient  and  very  magnificent  edifice, 
but  ofvvhatkind  we  could  not  conjecture. 

On   the  5th  we  palled  by  the  fountain  of  Bar- 
rady, and  in  an  hour  and  two  thirds  arrived  at 
■  a   village  called    Surgawlch,  where   we    left   the 
,  narrow  valley  in  which  we  had  travelled  ever  fince 
the  morning  before.    Wc  then  afr.endcd  the  moun- 
tain on  the  left  hand,  and  having  fpent  two  hours 
iu  eroding  it,'  arrived  a  fecond  time  in  the  valley 
i      VOL.   iv.  Y  y 
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of  Bocat,  where •*»proceeding  northerly,  we  ta.ni 
in  three  hours  time  within  half  a  mile  of  BalbeCi 
and  there  pitched  our  tents  near  a  plentiful  and 
delightful  fountain. 

In  the  afternoon  we  walked  out  to  fee  the  city, 
but,  before  we  entered  it,  fent  to  obtain  a  licence 
from  the  governor ;  a  precaution  we  found  to  be 
iieceffary,  from  the  example  of  fome  worthy  gen- 
tleman of  our  factory,  who,  vifiting  this  place  in 
the  year  1689,  were  feized  and  forced  to  redeem 
themfeives  by  paying  a  large  fum  of  money. 

Balbec  is  fuppofed  to  be  the  ancient  Heliopolis, 
or  City  of  the  Sun,  and  fo  the  word  imports  ;  for 
Baal,  though  it  comprehends  all  idols  of  either 
fex,  is  often  appropriated  to  the  Sun,  which  was 
the  fupreme  deity  of  this  country.  The  city 
is  pleafantly  fituated  on  the  eaft  fide  of  the  valley 
of  Bocaty  and  is  of  a  fquare  figure,  eneompafTed 
by  a  wall,  in  which  are  towers  all  round  at  equa^l 
diftances. 

On  th^  fouth-weft  fide  of  the  city  are  fome  noble 
ruins,  that  are  the  only  curiofities  for  which  this 
city  is  ufually  vifited.  Thefe  are  the  remains  of 
a  heathen  temple,  and  of  fome  edifices  belonging 
to  it,  that  were  truly  magnificent;  but  thefe  an- 
cient ftru^ures  have  in  latter  times  been  patched 
up  with  feveral  other  buildings,  and  the  whole 
converted  into  a  cattle,  by  which  name  it  is  at 
prefent  called-  The  architecture,  however,  of 
thefe  modern  buildings,  though  not  mean,  is  eafily 
diftinguiflied  from  what  is  more  ancient* 

On  approaching  thefe  ruins  there  is  found  2 
fmall  round  pile  of  building  all  of  marble,  encir- 
cled vvith.very  beautiful  columns  of  the  Corinthian 
order,  which  fupport  a  noble  cornice  that  runs 
round  the  fl:ru(5ture.  The  part  of  it  that  remains 
is  now  in  a  very  tottering  condition,  and  is  ufed 
by  the  Greeks  for  a  church.  Near  this  is  a  large 
iirm  pileot  building,  thatisVery  lofty,  and  Gora-j 
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pofed  of  fquare  ft  ones  of  a  prodigious  lize.  On 
the  in  fides  there  are  fome  fragments  of  images  in 
the  walls.  Through  this  pile  we  proceeded  to  a 
itately  arcjied  walk  or  portico,  150  paces  in  lengthy 
leading  to  the  temple,  which  is  an  oblong  f.:juare, 
32  yards  in  breath,  and  64  in  length  ;  18  of  thefe 
were  taken  up  with  the  anti  temple,  which  is  now 
Callen  down,  the  pillars  being  broken  on  which 
it  was  fupported.  The  body  ot  the  temple  is  ftill 
£:anding,  and  is  encompalTed  with  a  noble  poruco, 
fupported  by  columns  of  the  Corinthian  order, 
abou:  45  feet  in  height,  and  meafuring  fix  feet 
three  inches  in  diameter.  Thefe  columns  are  nine 
feet  diftance  from  each  other,  and  from  the  wall 
of  the  temple.  There  are  14  on  each  fide,  and 
eight  at  the  end,  reckoning  the  corner  pillars  in 
both  numbers.  The  capital  of  thefe  columns  fup- 
port  a  noble  architrave  and  cornice,  which  run  all 
round.  The  portico  is  covered  with  large  ilones 
hollowed  in  the  manner  of  an  arch,  extending 
from  the  cojumns  to  the  wall  of  the  temple  ;  and 
in  the  centre  of  each  ftone  is  carved  the  figure  ot 
fome  of  the  heathen  Gods,  GoddefTes,  or  Heroes. 
Among  the  reft  is  Ganymede,  xyitji  the  eagle  flying 
away  with  him,  finely  executed.  The  gate  is 
^i  feet  wide;  but  its  heiglit  could  not  be  niea- 
fured,  it  being  in  part  filled  up  with  rubbifh.  It 
is  adorned  all  round  with  fculptures,  and  on  the 
lowermoft  fide  of  the  portal  is  a  fame  hovering 
over  the  entrance,  and  extending  her  wings  two 
thirds  of  the  breadth  of  the  gate.  The  infidc  of 
the  temple  is  40  yards  in  length,  and  20  in 
breadth.  There  are  two  rows  of  pilaOers  in  the 
walls  all  round,  one  above  the  other  ;  and  between 
the  pilafters  are  niches,  that  appear  to  have  been 
defigned  for  the  reception  of  idols.  At  about  the 
^iftance  of  eight  yards  trom  tiie  upper  end  of 
the  temj)le,  ftands  part  of  two  'ine  fluted  columns, 
that  fcem  to  have  fupported  a  canopy  over  the 
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throne  of  the  chief  idol,  vvhofe  ftation  appears 
to  have  been  in  a  large  niche  at  this  end.  On  that 
part  of  the  partition  formed  from  thefe  columns, 
which  ft  ill  remains,  are  to  be  feen  carvings  in 
relievo,  reprefenting  Neptune,  Tritons,  Fifhes, 
Sea-Gods,  Arion  and  his  Dolphin,  and  other 
marine  figures.  The  covering  of  the  whole  fabric 
is  entirely  broken  down,  and  yet,  as  it  novv  ap- 
pears_,  it  Itrikes  the  mind  with  the  idea  of  grandeur 
and  is  an  eminent  proof  of  the  magnificence 
of  the  ancient  architecture.  In  fhort,  about  50 
yards  diftance  from  the  temple  is  a  row  of  very 
lofty  columns  of  the  Corinthian  order^,  with  a 
noble  architrave  and  cornice,  which  fliews  it  to 
have  been  part  of  a  very  auguft  pile;  but  what 
is  now  to  be  feen  of  it  is  but  juft  enough  to  give 
regret,  that  there  ihould  be  no  more  of  it  re- 
maining. 

It  is  very  remarkable,  that  a  large  piece  of  the 
old  wall  which  encompaffcd  the  ftru6ture  laft  de- 
fcribed,  is  formed  of  ftones  of  fuch  a  prodigious 
iize,  that  the  prefent  natives  of  the  country  afcribe 
this  piece  of  architecture  to  the  Devil.  Three  of 
the  ftones,  that  are  larger  than  the  reft,  I  took  the 
pains  to  meafure,  and  found  them  to  extend  61 
yards  in  length,  one  of  them  being  21,  and  each 
of  the  other  two  30  yards  long  ;  they  are  alfo  four 
yards  in  depth,  and  their  breadth  is  of  the  fame 
dimeniion.  Thefe  three  ftones  lie  end  to  end  in 
the  fame  row.  The  reft  of  the  wall  is  alfo  made 
up  of  large  ftones,  but  none  of  them  appear  fo  big 
as  thefe.  However,  what  adds  greatly  to  the  won- 
der is,  that  thefe  prodigious  ftones  have  been  lifted 
up  into  the  wall  above  20  feet  from  the  ground. 

On  the  fide  of  a  fmall  afcent,  on  the  eaft  part 
of  the  town,  ftood  an  old  fingle  column  of  the 
Tufcan  order,  about  18  or  19  yards  in  height,  and 
a  yard  and  a  half  in  diameter  ;  and  having  a  chan- 
nel cut  in  it  its  fide  from  the  top  to  the  bottom,  we 
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magined  it  might  have  been  ere(5ted  for  the  ufe  of 
raifmg  water. 

Near  the  place  where  we  lodged  was  an  old 
mofque,  and  as  I  have  already  obferved,  a  fine 
fountain.  The  latter  had  been  anciently  beautified 
with  fome  handfome  ftone-work  round  it,  which  is 
now  aimoft  rained;  and  upon  it  is  an  imperfect 
infer! pfcion  in  Greek  capitals. 

On  the  6th  we  left  Balbec,  and  as  we  palfed  by 
the  city  walls,  obferved  many  ftones  infcribed  witli 
Roman  letters,  but  all  confufed,  and  forae  of  them 
fet  upfide  down  ;  which  (hews  that  the  walls  were 
made  of  the  ruins  of  the  ancient  city.  In  two 
hours  we  came  to  an  old  pillar  near  the  road,  of 
the  Corinthian  order,  19  yards  high,  and  five  ieei 
in  diameter  ;  and  in  an  hour  more  we  reached  tht 
other  fide  of  the  valley,  at  the  foot  of  Anti-Lii 
banus. 

Immediately  afcending  the  mountain,  we  in  two 
hours  reached  a  large  cavity  between  the  hills,  at 
the  bottom  of  which  is  a  lake  called  Limone, 
about  three  furlongs  over,  fupplied  with  water  by 
the  melting  of  the  fnow.  Our  guides  would  have 
perfuaded  us  to  have  fiaid  here  all  night,  alJlirin^ 
us,  that  if  we  proceeded  higher  up  into  the  moun- 
tain, we  (houid  be  forced  to  lie  amongft  the  fnow : 
but  preferring  a  cold  lodging  before  an  unwhole- 
fome  one,  we  refolved  to  venture.  We  therefore 
afcended,  and  in  an  hour's  ride  arrived  at  the  fnow; 
and  having  proceeded  through  it  for  an  hour  and 
an  half  more,  we  pitched  upon  as  warm  a  place  as 
we  could  find  in  (o  high  a  region,  and  for  that 
night  lodged  upon  the  very  top  of  Lihanus,  wliich 
is  in  this  part  free  from  rocks,  and  for  feveial  hours 
riding  only  rifes  and  falls  with  ftnall  and  oa(y  ac- 
clivities ;  but  is  entirely  barren  and  defolatc,  and 
where  the  ground  was  not  concealed  by  the  Tiiow,  it 
appeared  to  be  covered  witli  a  fortof  ti)in,  fmooHi, 
white  flatcs.    The  principal  benefit  received  from 
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this  mountain  is  its  proving  a  confervatory  for  at)iin» 
dance  of  fnow,  which,  being  thawed  by  the  heat 
of  fummer,  af^^rds^a  fupply  of  water  to  the  foun- 
tains and  rivers  jn  the  valleys  below.  As  the  wil4 
teafts  are  the  fole  proprietors  of  thefe  upper  parts 
of  the  mountain,  we  faw  feveral  prints  of  their 
feet. 

The  next  morning  we  proceeded  for  four  hour? 
almoft  perpetually  upon  deep  fnow,  fo  hard  fro- 
zen as  to  bear  us  and  our  horfes  ;  and  then  defcend- 
ing  about  an  hour,  came  to  a  fountain  in  a 
milder  region.  Here  feme  of  us  fet  out  for  Ca- 
nebine,  while  the  reft  chofe  to  go  direftly  to  IVi- 
poly.  We  took  with  us  a  guide,  who  pretended 
to  be  well  acquainted  vyith  the  road  to  Canobine, 
but  he  leading  us  about  tor  feveraj  hours  in  intri- 
cate and  untrodden  mazes  among  the  mountains, 
and  being  perfectly  at  a  iofs  which  way  to  proceed, 
"we  laid  ^fide  pur  intended  vifit,  and  wentdire6tly 
for  Tripoly,  where  we  arrived  late  at  night,  and 
were  entertained  with  great  friendfliip  and  gene- 
rofity  by  the  Englilh  Conful. 

On  the  ,8th  of  May  in  the  afternoon,  Mr.  Con- 
ful Haft  in  gs  carried  us  to  fee  the  caftle  of  Tripoly, 
which  js  fituated  on  a  hill  that  commands  the  city, 
"hut  being  now  unprovided  with  arms  and  ammu- 
nition, feryes  rather  for  a  prilbn  than  a  garrifon. 
In  this  prilbn  was  confined  a  poor  Chriftian,  called 
Sheik  Eunice,  a  Maronite,  who  had  formerly 
turned  Mahonnetan^  but  in  his  declining  age  re- 
traifted  his  apoftacy,  and  now  died  to  atone  for  it  ^ 
for  he  was  iippaled  by  prder  of  the  BafTa  two  days 
after  we  left  the  city.  This  puniflnnent,  which  ig 
generally  infli6i:ed  by  the  Turks  for  the  higheft 
crimes,  is  certainly  one  of  the  greateft  indignities 
that  can  be  offered  to  human  nature. 

The  execution  is  performed  in  the  following 
manner  :  They  take  a  poll  eight  or  nine  feet  long, 
and  about  the  thickneis  of  a  man's  legj  which  they 
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makeftiarp  at  one  end,  and  oblige  the  criminal  to 
carry  it  to  the  place  of  execution,  where  they 
thruil  it  into  his  fundament,  and  taking  him  by 
the  legs,  draw  oft  his  body  upon  it,  till  the  point 
of  the  ftake  appears  at  his  ihouiders  ;  they  then 
ereft  the  ftake  in  a  hole  dug  in  the  ground,  when 
the  criminal  fitting  in  this  pofture  not  only  con- 
tinues alive,  but  even  perfeftty  fenlible,  and 
fometimes  drinks,  fmokes,  and  talks  for  twenty- 
Four  hours,  but  generally  after  the  tortured  wretch 
has  remained  ia  this  deplorable  fituation  for  an 
hour  or  two,  one  of  the  by-ftanders  is  permitted 
to  give  him  a  gracious  ftab  to  the  heart,  in  order 
to  put  an  end  to  his  inexpreilible  mifery. 

Defpairing  of  having  any  other  opportunity,  I 
made  another  attempt  on  the  9th  to  lee  Canobine 
and  the  cedars  of  Lebanon.  Having  proceeded 
acrofs  the  plain  ol  Tripoly,  1  arrived  at  the  foot 
of  Libanus  or  Lebanon,  and  thence  continually 
afcending,  reached  with  great  fatigue  the  cedars 
which  grow  among  the  fnow  near  the  higheft 
part  of  Lebanon,  and  are  as  remarkable  for  their 
age  and  fize,  as  for  the  frequent  ailuiions  made  to 
them  in  Scripture  ;  for  fome  of  them  arc  very  old 
and  of  a  prodigious  bulk,  and  others  much  young- 
er ;  but  I  could  only  reckon  up  fixteen  of  the 
former,  though  the  latter  are  very  numerous. 
Meafuring  one  of  thelargeft,  I  found  it  to  be  12 
yards  fix  inches  in  girt,  and  yet  found  ;  thirty- 
feven  yards  in  the  fpread  of  its  boughs,  and  about 
five  yards  from  the  ground  it  was  divided  into 
limbs,  each  of  which  was  equal  to  a  large  tree. 

Having  fpent  about  half  an  hour  in  this  place, 
the  clouds  began  to  thicken,  and  fwcc])  along 
upon  the  ground,  which  fo  obfcuicd  the  road,  that 
the  guide  was  greatly  at  a  lois  how  to  lind  hia 
way  back  ;  and  thus  bewildered,  we  I'amblcd  for 
about  fevcn  hours,  which  made  me  much  afraid 
that  we  fliould  be  forced   to  Ipend  another  night 
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on  this  mountain  ;  but  we  at  length  happily  dif- 
covered  the  way  to  Canobine,  where  we  arrived 
as  foon  as  it  was  dgi^rk,   extremely  fatigued. 

Canobine  is  a  convent  of  the  Maronites^,  where 
is   the  feat  of  the  patriarch  j   but  though  it  is  a 

-  mean  fi:ru(ft ure,  its  iituation  is  admirably  adapted 
to  retirement :  for  there  is  a  very  deep  chafm  in 

^the  fide   of  Liban.us,   which  extends  at  leaft  feven 
hours   travelling  directly  up  into  the  mountain  ; 
but  thotigh  it  is  on  both  fides  extremely  fteep  and 
high,  it  is  covered  with  fragrant  greens  from  top 
to  bottom,  and  every  where  refrefhed  with  fprings, 
falling  in  pleafant  cafcfades  from  the  rocks;  and 
thefe  lireams  uniting  in   the  bottom  form  a  full 
and  rapid  torrent;  whofe  murmuring  is  heard  all 
over  the  place.     Canobine  is  feated  on  the  north 
fide  of  this  chafm,  on  the  fteep  of  the  mountain, 
at  about  mid-way  between  the  top  and  the  bottom. 
It  ftands  at  the  mouth   of  a    large  cave,  having 
only  a  few  fmall  rooms,  that  appear  without,  and 
enjoy  the  light  of  the  fun,  the  reft  being  all  under 
ground.     It  was  founded  by  the  emperor  Theodo- 
iius  the  Great  ;  and  though  it  had  been  feveral 
times  rebuilt,  the  patriarch  afllired  me,  that  the 
church,  which  is  a  mean   fabric,  is  of  the  primi- 
tive foundation.   This  edifice  ftands  in  the  cavern  ; 
but  fronting  outwards,  receives  a  little  light  from 
that  fide,  where  there  are  hung  in  the  wall  two 
fmall  bells,  to  call  the  monks  to  their  devotions, 
a  privilege  no  where  elfe  allowed  in  this  country  ; 
nor  would    they   be  fufFered    here,  were  not  the 
Turks  too  far  off  to  hear  them. 

On  the  tenth  of  May,  after  dinner,  I  took 
leave  of  the  patriarch,  and  returned  to  Tripoly, 
and  the  next  day  took  leave  of  our  worthy  friends 
there,  in  order  to  return  to  Aleppo.  All  that 
occurred  in  this  part  of  our  travels  was  a  particu- 
lar way  ufed  by  the  country  people  in  gathering 
their  corn  ;  they  plucked  it  up  by  handfuls  from 
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the  roots,  that  they  might  lofe  none  of  the  ftraw, 
which  is  generally .  very  fliort,  and  neceili^ry  for 
the  fupport  oiP  their  cattle,  no  hay  being  made 
here.  This  being  the  practice  of  ail  the  places 
oftheeaft  I  have  feen,  feems  to  give  light  to  that 
expreffion  of  the  Pfalmill,  Pialm  cxkix.  6.  "  which 
withereth  before  it  be  plucked  up."  And  though 
mention  is  made  in  the  next  verfe  of  a  mower, 
yet  he  being  fuch  as  fiLsnot  his  hand,  this  rather 
confirms  the  former  fenfe. 

We  now  returned  by  our  former  ftages,  without 
meeting  with  any  remarkable  occurrence  on  the 
road,  and  in  eight  days  afcer  our  leavmg  Tripoly, 
came  to  the  Honey  Kane,  where  we  found  many 
of  our  friends  of  Aleppo,  who  came  thither  to 
meet  us  and  welcome  us  home  ;  when  having  dined 
together,  and  congratulated  each  other  on  our 
happy  union,  we  proceeded  forwards  and  the  fame 
evening  arrived  at  Aleppo. 

Thus  we  have  concluded  Mr.  Maundrell's  travels 
to  Jerufalem,  which  have  always  been  much  efteem- 
ed  ;  but  as  his  account  of  the  antiquities  of  Balbec 
is  fomewhat  confufed  and  inaccurate,  owing  to  his 
want  of  fl^ill  in  archite(?ture  and  drawing,  we  Ihall 
gratify  our  readers  with  a  defcription  of  the  ruins 
of  that  city  from  the  elegant  work  publiflied  by 
the  ingenious  and  learned  Mr.  Wood,  who,  in 
company  with  Mr.  Dawkins  and  Mr.  Bouverie, 
gtntlemen  diftinguiflicd  by  their  talle  and  erudi- 
tion, travelled  into  the  caft,  in  the  year  1751, 
taking  with  them  an  Italian  ikilled  in  architecture 
and  drawing.  Their  view  was  the  improvement 
offcience;  and  they  have  already  publilhcd  two 
works,  that  are  not  only  an  honour  to  them.felves, 
but  to  their  country. 
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THE    ANCIENT 


HELIOPOLIS   IN   CCELOSTRIA. 


JL  H  E  valley  of  Bocat,  in  which  Balbec  is 
fituated,  might  be  rendered  one  of  the  richeft  and 
moft  beautiful  fpots  in  Syria ;  for  it  is  more  fertile 
than  the  celebrated  vale  of  Damafcus,  and  better 
watered  than  the  rich  plains  of  Efdraelon  and 
Rama.  In  its  prefent  negle6led  ftate  it  produces 
corn,  and  fome  good  grapes  ;  but  though  fhade 
is  an  elFential  article  of  oriental  luxury,  it  has  but 
few  plantations  of  trees,  the  inhabitants  being 
difcouraged  from  labours,  which  promife  fuch 
diftant  and  precarious  enjoyment,  in  a  country 
where  even  the  fruits  of  their  induftry  are  uncer- 
tain. Thus  in  Paleftine  we  often  fee  the  hulband- 
man  fowing,  accompanied  by  an  armed  friend,  to 
prevent  bis  being  robbed  of  the  feed. 

The  plain  extends  in  length  from  Balbec  almoflt 
to  the  fca,  and  its  breadth  from  Libanus  to  AntiJ 
Libanus,  appears  to  be  in  few  places  lefs  than  two 
leagues,  or  more  than  four.  The  rivers  by  which 
it  is  watered  are  the  Litane  and  the  Bardouni :  the 
firll  rifes  from  Anti-Libanus  a  little  to  the  north 


RUINS  OF  BALBEC.  ^^^ 

of  Balbec,  and  receives  great  increafe  from  a  fine 
fpring  clofe  by  the  city  walls ;  the  laft  rifes  from 
the  foot  of  Libanus,  and  joins  the  Letane  in  the 
plain,  about  an  hour  from  a  village  called  Barillas, 
Thefe  ftreams,  augmented  by  feveral  conftant 
rills  from  the  melting  fnows  of  Libanus,  which 
the  leaft  management  might  improve  to  all  the 
purpofes  either  of  agriculture  or  pleafure,  form 
the  Cafimiahj  and  under  that  name  enter  the  fea 
near  Tyre. 

Balbec  ispleafantly  fituated  upon  a  riling  ground 
near  the  northeaft  extremity  of  this  plain,  be- 
tween Tripoly  of  Syria  and  Damafcus,  and  about 
flxteen  hours  diftance  from  each.  We  may  with 
certainty  conclude,  that  this  was  the  HeJiopolis*, 
of  Ccelofyria,  fometimes  called  the  Heliopolis  of 
Phoenicia.  It  has  now  about  5000  inhabitants,  a 
few  of  which  are  Greek  and  Maronite  Chriftians, 
and  there  are  fome  Jews ;  but  the  people  are  at 
prefent  poor,  without  trade  and  manufa6tures. 
The  ancient  female  beauty  and  proftitution  of 
the  w^omen  in  this  neighbourhood  feem  to  have 
declined  together,  and  the  modern  ladies  of  Balbec 
have  the  character  of  being  more  chafte  and  lefs 
fair. 

When  we  compare  the  ruins  of  Balbec  with 
thofe  of  many  ancient  cities  we  have  viflted  in 
Greece,  Egypt,  and  other  parts  of  Afia,  we  can- 
not help  thinking  them  the  remains  of  the  boldeft 
plan  that  appears  to  have  been  ever  attempted  in 
architecture. 

In  taking  a  view  of  this  city  from  the  fouth, 
we  fee  the  prefent  town  encompaffed  with  its  wall, 
and  at  the  eaft  end  the  moft  confiderable  ruins  of 
the  ancient  Heliopolis,  particularly  the  remains 
of  its  magnificent  temple,  which  are  moftly  fur- 
rounded  by  a  Turkifh  fortification. — The  large 
plate  gives  an  exa6t  view  of  the  city,  as  it  appears 
in  perfpedive,  where. 
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A  Is  the  portico  of  the  great  temple,  on  the  ruins 
"      of  which  are  Turks fli  towers. 

B  The  fouth-weft  wail  of  the  hexagonal  court. 

c  The  fouth-weit  wall  of  the  quadrangular  court. 

D  >Jine  Corinthian  columns  of  the  periftyle  of 
the  great  temple. 

E  The  mod  entire  temple. 

F  The  circular  temple. 

G  A  Dene  column. 

H  Part  of  Anti-Libanus. 

1  Part  of  Mount  Libanus. 
The  portico  which  iormed  the  grand  front  of 
the  temple  is  fo  noble,  that  no  ornaments  feem 
wanting  to  render  it  complete  ;  but  it  is  disfigured 
by  the  two  Turkifli  towers  built  on  its  ruins.  Behind 
it  the  hexagonal  court,  into  which  the  portico 
leads,  is  adorned  with  the  mod  magnificent  build- 
ings, now  in  ruins  ;  but  enough  is  ftill  left  to  give 
an  idea  of  their  ancient  grandeur.  The  walls  are 
adorned  with  pilafters  of  the  Corinthian  order, 
with  niches  for  ftatues  ;  the  doors  are  finely  orna- 
mented, and  the  entablature  which  furrounds  the 
building  above  the  pilafters  is  richly  adorned  with 
feftoons :  but  the  colonade  which  furrounded  thefe 
edifices  is  deftroyed,  fcarceiy  any  thing  remaining 
but  the  pedeftals  ;  and  the  whole  court  is  covered 
with  broken  columns,  capitals,  and  other  parts  of 
the  buildings. 

This  leads  into  a  quadrangular  court,  in  which 
are  likewife  remains  of  magnificent  building^  much 
in  the  fame  tafte.  The  portico  was  crowned  with 
an  attic  courfe,  which  was  alfo  carried  through 
the  two  courts,  and  feems  to  have  been  ornamented 
with  ftatues. 

We  now  came  to  the  great  temple,  the  approach 
to  which  was  through  the  foregoing  portico  and 
courts.  Little  more  of  this  edifice  remains  than 
nine  lofty  columns  fupporting  their  entablature. 
It  is  remarkable,  that  the  Ihafts  of  thcfe  columns 
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eonlift  of  three  pieces  moft  exa6tly  joined  together 
without  cement,  which  is  ufed  in  no  part  of  thefe 
buildings ;  they  being  only  llrengthened  with  iron 
pins  received  into  a  focket  woriced  in  each  ftone. 
Moft  of  the  bafes  have  two  fuch  fockets,  one 
fquare,  and  another  circular,  correfponding  to  two 
others  of  the  fame  lliape  and  dimenfions  in  the 
under  part  of  the  (liaft.  On  meafuring  fome  of 
the  largeft  of  thofe  that  were  circular,  it  was  found 
that  the  iron  pin  which  they  received  muft  have 
been  a  foot  long,  and  above  a  foot  in  diameter.  By 
the  fockets  in  all  the  fallen  fragments  of  this  tem- 
ple, it  appears  that  each  ftone  had  probably  been 
faftened  in  this  manner.  How  much  this  method 
contributed  to  the  ftrength  of  the  building  is  re- 
markably feen  in  the  moft  entire  temple,  where  a 
column  has  fallen  againft  the  wall  of  the  cell  with 
fuch  violence,  as  to  beat  in  the  ftone  it  fell  againft, 
and  break  part  :of  the  ftiaft,  while  the  joinings  of 
the  fame  ftiaft  have  not  been  in  the  leaft  opened  by 
the  ihock. 

The  moft  entire  temple  is  irregularly  placed 
with  refi:>e(5l  to  the  former,  and  is  alio  built  upon  a 
much  lower  horizontal  plan.  It  was  a  periftyle  of 
eight  columns  in  front,  and  fifteen  in  flank,  which 
ftill  continue  to  fupport  their  entablature,  notwith- 
ftanding  feveral  unfuccefsful  attempts  of  the  Turks 
to  deftroy  them,  in  order  to  get  at  the  iron  cm- 
ployed  in  ftrengthening  this  noble  building.  The 
arch  of  the  portico  is  divided  into  compartments 
by  the  richeft  mouldings  and  carved  work,  cut  in 
the  folid  ftone.  Thefe  compartments  are  in  an  al- 
ternate fucceffion  of  one  hexagon  and  four  rhom- 
boids, incloling  figures  and  heads  in  alto  relievo. 
The  rhomboid  pannels  contain  heads  of  Gods, 
Heroes,  and  Emperors  ;  the  hexagons  alfo  contain 
the  heads  of  the  fame  fubjefts,  and  fometimes  en- 
tire figures  relating  to  the  ancient  mythology,  as 
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Leda  and  the  fwan,  Ganymede  riding  on  the  back 
of  an  eagle,  a  half  length  of  Diana,  &c.  On 
the  inlide  of  thistei^iple  a  row  of  fluted  Corinthian 
columns  reach  to  the  top  of  the  building,  fupport- 
ing  a  rich  entablature.  Between  each  column  is  a 
niche  finely  ornamented,  and  above  each  niche  a 
tabernacle  or  opening  anfwering  to  it,  fupported 
by  fmall  columns.  The  roof  is  fallen  down,  and 
out  of  the  ruins  of  the  entablature  grow  many 
111  rubs. 

At  fome  diftance  to  the  weft  of  thefe  fuperb  re- 
iBains  of  antiquity,  is  a  magnificent  circular  tem- 
ple. The  order  of  this  ftru6ture  without  is  Co- 
rinthian, and  Vv'ithin,  both  Corinthian  and  Ionic; 
biit  the  ihafts  of  all  the  columns  are  of  one  piece. 
The  lower  or  Ionic  ftory  is  converted  into  a  Greek 
church,  and  for  that  purpofe  is  feparated  from  the 
higher  or  Corinthian  ftory.  We  have  given  a 
front  and  back  view  of  this  edifice  in  its  prefent 
ilate,  with  the  Turkilh  houfes  and  modern  addi- 
tions erecled  againft  it:  and  by  thefe  views  the 
reader  will  be  better  able  to  form  an  idea  of  this 
once  elegant  flru61:ure,  than  by  any  verbal  de- 
fcription. 

On  the  fouth  weft  part  of  the  city,  where  the 
walls  inclofe  a  fmall  part  of  the  foot  of  Anti-Li ba- 
nus,  is  a  lingle  Doric  column  of  confiderabie 
height ;  but  nothing  in  its  fize,  proportions,  ot 
workmanftiip  is  fo  remarkable  as  a  little  bafon  on 
the  top  of  its  capital,  which  has  a  communication 
with  a  femicircular  channel  cut  longitudinally 
down  the  fide  of  the  ftiaft,  and  five  or  fix  inches 
deep.  It  is  faid  that  water  was  formerly  conveyed 
from  the  bafon  by  this  channel ;  but  how  the  bafon 
was  fijpplied,  our  author  could  not  learn. 

The  fmall  part  of  the  city  at  prefent  inhabited 
is  near  the  circular  temple,  and  to  the  fouth  and 
fouth  weft  of  it.     In  this  compafs  there  are  feve- 
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ral  minarets,  or  Turkifli  fteeples.  Inilead  of  bells^ 
which  are  not  ufed  in  Tarky,  a  perfon  is  employed 
to  call  the  people  to  prayers  from  the  balcony  near 
the  top  of  the  minaret,  at  the  five  ftated  times  ap- 
pointed every  24  hours  for  divine  v/orflitp. 

The  city  v-alis,  like  thofe  of  moft  of  the  other 
ancient  cities  of  Alia,  feem  the  confufed  patch- 
work of  different  ages.  The  pieces  of  capitals, 
broken  entablatures,  and  in  fome  places  reverfed 
Greek  infcriptions,  to  be  feenin  going  round  them, 
ihew  that  their  laft  repairs  were  made  after  the 
decline  of  tafte,  with  fuch  materials  as  lay  neareft 
at  hand.  The  city  gates  in  general  correfpond 
with  what  has  been  faid  of  the  walls  ;  but  that  on 
the  north  lide  prefents  the  ruins  of  a  large  fubaffe- 
ment  with  pedeftals  and  bafes  for  four  columns, 
in  a  tafte  of  magnificence  and  antiquity  much  fu- 
perior  to  that  of  the  other  gates. 

Near  the  city  walls  is  a  quarry  of  free- Hone, 
from  which  probably  the  immenfe  ftones  em* 
ployed  in  the  fubalFement  of  the  great  temple 
were  taken,  while  the  more  ornamented  parts  of 
thofe  buildings  were  fupplied  from  a  quarry  of 
coarfe  white  marble,  weft  of  the  city,  and  at  a 
greater  diftance.  In  the  lirft  quarry  there  are  ftill 
remaining  fome  vaft  ftones  cut  and  fnaped  for  ufe. 
One  of  thefe  ftones  thus  ftiaped,  but  not  entirely 
detached  from  the  quarry  at  the  bottom,  we  found 
to  be  70  feet  long,  14  broad,  and  14  feet  five 
inches  deep.  Theftone,  according  to  thefe  dimcn- 
fions,  contains  14,128  cubit  feet,  and  were  it 
Portland  ftone,  (hould  weigh  about  2,270,000 
pounds  avoirdupoife,  or  about  1 13^  tons. 

The  inhabitants  of  this  country,  both  Maho- 
metans, Jews,  and  Chriftians  all  confidently  be- 
lieve that  Solomon  built  both  Palmyra  and  Balbcr. 
Indeed,  the  ruins  of  both  anfvver  our  ideas  of  his 
power  and  riches,  and  it  is  not  difficult  to  difcovcr 
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his  wifdom  in  the  former,  and  his  love  of  pleafure 
in  the  latter.  It  is  probable  that  his  character  as 
a  wife  and  yet  voluptuous  prince,  may  have  given 
rife  to  an  opinion,  which,  with  refped  to  Balbec 
at  leafti  feems  to  have  fcarce  any  other  foundation  ; 
for  an  eaftern  monarch  could  not  enjoy  his  favour- 
ite pleafures  in  a  more  luxurious  retirement,  than 
amidft  the  ftreams  and  fhades  of  Balbec.  Many 
flories  are  there  told  of  the  manner  in  which  he 
fpent  his  houi"^  of  dalliance  in  this  retreat :  a  fub- 
je(5t  on  wiiich  the  warm  imaginations  of  the  Arabs 
are  apt  to  be  too  particular. 

Whether  the  Phoenicians  did  not  ere6t  thefe 
temples  in  the  neighbourhood  of  their  capital, 
may  be  a  more  reafonable  enquiry:  for  it  is  pretty 
certain,  that  the  fun  was  worlhipped  here  in  the 
fiourifliing  times  of  that  people,  when  this  plain 
was  probably  a  part  of  their  territory. 

According  to  Macrobius,  the  city  derived  both 
its  name  and  vvorfhip  from  Heliopolis  in  Egypt : 
and  he  obierves   that  the   ftatue  of  Heliopolitan 
Jove  was    brought    from    thence    to    this    city. 
"  This  divinity,  he  obferves,  was   both  Jupiter- 
"  and  the  Sun.     This,    he  adds,  appears  by  the 
"  rites  of  the   worlhip,  and  by  the  attributes  of. 
*'  the  llatue,  which  is  of  gold,  reprefenting  a  per- , 
•'  fon   without   a  beard,  who  holds  in   his  right 
*'  hand  a  whip,  like  a  charioteer,  and  in  his  left  a 
*'  thunderbolt,    together  with   ears  of  corn,  all 
"  which  mai'k  the  united   powers  of  Jupiter  and 
*'  Apolo  ;  and  the  temple  excels  in  divination." 

But  inftead  of  looking  for  buildings  of  the  Co- 
rinthian and  Ionic  order  in  the  Jewifli  and  Phoeni-^ 
cian  hilloi'v,  it  may  be  thought  more  proper  to  en- 
quire for  them  during  the  tmie  when  the  Greeks 
polleljc'd  this  country  :  but  from  Alexander's  con- 
queii  of  it  to  that  of  Ponjpey,  we  do  not  find 
them  mentioned  :  for  which  reafon  we  concludej, 

2 


RUINS  OF  BALBEC.  369 

that  they  muft  be  works  of  a  later  date;  and,  in- 
deed, John  of  Antioch,  furnamed  Malala,  fays, 
that  ^lius  Antoninus  Pius,  built  a  temple  to  Ju- 
piter, at  Heliopolis,  near  Libanus,  in  Phoenicia, 
which  was  one  of  the  wonders  of  the  world.  This 
is  the  only  hiftorian  who  mentions  the  building 
of  a  temple  in  this  city,  .  . 


VOL.  IV,  3  A 


VELS 


INTO 


STRIA  AND  THE  HOLT  LAND, 


THOMAS  SHAW,    D»  D. 


Containing  a  defcription  of  Latikea,  with  its  antiquities ;  of  the 
climate,  natural  produftions,  and  inhabitants  of  Syria,  Phoeni- 
cia, ?ind  the  Holy ;  Land  with  an  account  of  Arabia  Petraea, 


JL  AM  entering  upon  the  defcription  of 
thofe  countries,  where  the  accurate  and  judicious 
Mr.  Maundrell  has  been  already  before  me,  and 
Ihall  take  notice  only  of  fuch  things  as  feem  to 
have  been  miftaken,  or  omitted  by  him. 

Latikea  was  the  moft  northern  city  of  Syria,  at 
which  I  had  an  opportunity  of  touching.  It  is 
iituated  upon  a  riling  ground,  with  a  full  profpedl 
of  the  fea,  and  was  anciently  called  Laodicea  ad 
Mare.  There  cannot  be  a  more  agreeable  fituation, 
the  citadel  affording  a  pleafant,  though  diftant 
view  of  tlie  mountains  of  Caramania  and  Calfius 
to  the  north,  and  of  Jebilee,  Merkah,  Bannias, 
and  Tortofa  to  the  fouth. 

Several  rows  of  columns  formed  of  porphyry 
and  granite  are  ftill  remaining  here ;  with  part  of 
an  aquedu6l,  the  fame,  perhaps,  which  Jofephus 
fays  was  built  by  Herod.  It  is  a  maflTy  ftru6lure 
without  arches.    But  the  principal  monument  of 
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the  ancient  grandeur  and  magnificence  of  this 
city  is  a  large  triumphal  arch,  fupported  by  pil- 
lars of  the  Corinthian  order,  which  has  been 
converted  into  a  mofque.  The  architrave  is  adorn- 
ed with  trophies,  Ihields,  battle-axes,  and  o^h^r 
military  weaix)ns,  while  the  reft  of  the  entablature 
is  exceeding  bold  and  noble.  Among  the  ruin§ 
are  difperfed  feveral  fragments  of  Greek  and  Latin 
infcriptions :  but  all  of  them  miferably  defaced. 
A  furlong  to  the  weft  ward  of  the  city  are  the  ruins 
of  a  beautiful  cothon,  inform  of  an  amplntheatre, 
capacious  enough  to  receive  the  whole  Britiih 
navy.  Its  rrjouth  is  about  forty  feet  wide,  and 
defended  by  a  fmall  caftie:  hut  it  is  now  fo  choak- 
ed  up  with  land  and  pebbles,  that  half  a  dozen 
fmall  vefTels  are  all  that  can  be  conveniently 
admitted  at  one  time.  We  caanov  here  fufh- 
ciently  admire  the  induftry  and  contrivance  of  the 
ancients,  in  making  fuch  ufeful  encroachments 
on  the  fea ;  while  we  muft  contemn  thofe  nioderns, 
who  from  avarice,  idlenefs,  and  want  of  public 
fpirit,  have  fufFered  fuch  noble  works  to  become 
of  little  fervice  to  the  trade  and  navigation  of  this 
rich  and  plentiful  country. 

Near  the  ftiore,  about  two  furlongs  to  the  north? 
ward  of  the  city,  are  feveral  ftone  coffins,  fome  of 
which  have  preferved  their  covers.  Thefe  are 
generally  of  the  fame  Ihape,  though  larger  than 
thofe  commonly  found  in  Italy,  and  in  the  fame 
manner  they  are  adorned  with  beautiful  decora- 
tions of  fhells  and  foliage,  or  witii  the  bufts  of 
men  and  women,  ox-heads,  and  fatyrs  ;  others 
are  pannelled,  and  have  their  covers  Supported  by 
pilafters  of  the  Corinthian  and  Ionic  orders.  The 
rocky  ground,  where  thefe  ftone  coffins  are  found, 
is  hollowed  below  into  a  number  of  fepulchral 
chambers  or  vaults,  from  ten  to  thirty  feet  fquare  ; 
and  upon  the  front  and  fide-wails  of  each  ftair-cafe, 
are  curious  defigns  in  baftb  relievo,  anfwering  to 
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thofe  on  the  coffins.  The  only  proviiion  that  has 
here  been  madefoj:^the  reception  of  the  dead,  is  a 
range  of  narrow  cells,  wide  enough  to  receive  one 
of  thefe  coffins,  and  long  enough  for  two  or  three, 
running  along  the  lides  of  moft  of  thefe  fepulchral 
chambers.  One  of  thefe  caverns  is  held  in  great 
efteem  and  veneration  by  the  Greeks.  They  call 
it  St.  Teckla,  in  commemoration  of  fome  a<5ts  of 
penance  and  mortification  faid  to  have  been  per- 
formed there  by  that  firft  virgin  martyr.  In  the 
middle  of  it  is  a  fpring,  fuppoled  to  produce 
miraculous  vifions,  and  extraordinary  cures ;  for 
hither  they  bring  fuch  as  have  the  rickets,  jaun- 
dice, or  other  diftempers ;  and  after  feveral  cere- 
monies, they  return  with  a  fteady  faith  in  their 
cure  :  here  alfo  the  aged  and  decriped  pretend  to 
receive  warning  of  their  approaching  deaths  ; 
while  the  young  forefee  a  long  train  of  circum- 
ftances  and  events,  that  are  to  happen  in  the 
future  courfe  of  their  lives. 

All  the  fepulchral  chambers  near  Tortofa,  Jebi- 
lee,  and  the  Serpent  Fountain,  with  the  royal 
fepulchres  at  Jerufalem,  are  exaftly  of  the  fame 
workmanfhip  with  thefe.  And  in  one  of  the 
chambers  of  the  royal  fepulchre,  there  is  a  coffin 
■which  refembles  Parian  marble,  and  is  in  the 
form  of  a  trunk,  very  elegantly  carved  all  over 
with  foliage,  fruit  and  flowers  ;  but  infiead  of  long 
narrow  cells,  fome  of  thefe  rooms  have  feveral 
ftone  benches  placed  one  over  another,  upon  which 
the  coffins  are  placed. 

The  greateft  part  of  the  country  between  Lati- 
kea  and  Jebilee  is  ftony  and  mountainous  ;  but  at 
the  latter  we  begin  to  enter  upon  a  moft  delightful 
plain,  formerly  the  northern  limits  of  the  diftri6l  . 
of  the  Aradians.  The  iiland  of  the  Aradians,  the 
Arpad  of  the  Scriptures,  is  at  prefent  called  Rou- 
wadde,  which  with  El-Humath,  the  feat  of  the 
Turkifli  balfa,  ten  leagues  to  the  eallward,  were 
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the  moll  northern  fettlements  of  the  Canaanites. 
The  profpedl  of  Rouwadde  from  the  continent  is 
extremely  magnificent^  for  at  a  diftance  it  promifes 
a  continued  train  of  fine  buildings,  and  impregna- 
ble fortifications.  This,  hov/ever  is  entirely  owing 
to  the  height  and  rockinefs  of  its  fituation  ;  for 
all  its  preient  ftrength  and  beauty  lies  in  a  weak 
caftle,  only  defended  by  a  few  fmall  cannon.  Yet 
it  was  formerly  furrounded  by  a  ftrong  wall,  built 
of  ftones  of  an  immenfe  bignefs,  which  fo  ex- 
a6tly  tally  and  correfpond  with  each  other,  that 
the  archite<51:  might  juftly  think  the  weight  and 
lymmetry  alone  of  the  materials  fufficient  to  with- 
ftand  the  violence  of  the  fea,  and  the  engines  of 
an  enemy.  While  in  this  profperity,  both  art 
and  nature  feem  to  have  confpired  in  making  it  a 
place  of  confequence;  fo  that  Sennacherib  might 
juftly  boaft  of  conquering  it. 

Plve  miles  to  the  fouthward  of  the  Serpent 
Fountain  are  the  Maguzzel  or  Spindles,  a  name 
given  to  the  pointed  cylindrical  little  buildings, 
erected  over  the  fepulchres  defcribed  by  Mr.  Maun- 
drell.  The  fituation  of  the  country  around  them 
has  fomething  in  it  fo  romantic,  and  peculiar  to 
itfelf,  that  it  never  fails  to  fill  the  mind  with  an 
agreeable  mixture  of  melancholy  and  delight. 
The  uncommon  contrafl:  of  woods  and  fepulchres, 
rocks  and  grottos;  the  medley  of  founds  and  echoes 
from  beafts  and  birds,  cafcades  and  water-falls  ; 
the  diftant  roaring  of  the  fea,  and  the  compofed 
folemnity  of  the  place,  naturally  remind  us  of  the 
beautiful  groves  and  retreats  of  the  rural  deities 
defcribed  by  the  poets. 

Oppofite  the  northern  extremity  of  Mount  Li- 
banus,  are  the  ruins  of  the  ancient  Arka,  the 
city  of  the  Arkites,  in  a  moil  delightful  fituation, 
having  to  the  northward  a  profpe61:  of  an  extenfive 
plain,  diverfified  by  an  infinite  variety  of  caftles 
and  villages,  ponds  and  rivers :  to  tlie  eaftward  is 
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feen  the  fun  rifing  over  a  long  and  diftant  chain 
of  mountains ;  and  to  the  weftward,  fetting  in 
the  fea.  Here  are Tikewife  Thebaic  columns  and 
rich  entablatures,  that  atteft  the  ancient  fplendov 
and  politenefs  of  this  city.  Arka  was  ere(5led 
on  the  funimit  of  an  adjacent  mount,  and  by 
the  lituation  muft  in  former  times  have  been  im- 
pregnable. This  mount  is  in  the  figure  of  a  cone, 
and  appears  not  to  have  been  the  work  of  nature, 
but  of  art.  In  the  deep  valley  below  the  city  is  ^ 
fwift  ftream  more  than  fufficient  to  fupply  the  place, 
yet  it  was  thought  mod  convenient  to  fupply  it 
with  water  from  mount  Libanus,  which  was  united 
to  the  city  by  an  aquedu6l,  whofe  principal  arch 
could  not  be  lefs  than  a  hundred  Feet  in  diameter. 

Two  leagues  to  the  weft- by-fouth  of  Arka,  we 
pafs  over  the  Naher  el  Berd,  the  Cold  River,  or, 
according  to  Mr.  Maundrell,  the  Cold  Waters ;  a 
ftream  that  arifes  in  the  northern  eminences  qf 
Libanus,  and  fwellijig  in  fummer  by  the  melting 
of  the  fnow,  might  iTom  thence  give  occafion  to 
the  name.  About  two  leagues  from  this  river  are 
the  ruins  of  Tripolis,  founded  by  the  united  in- 
tereft  of  Aradus,  Sidon,  and  Tyre,  perhaps  as  4 
common  mart  to  ihofe  maritime  powers.  The 
prefent  town  of  Tripoly  is  buili  at  the  diftance  of 
half  a  league  from  the  other,  upon  the  declivity  of 
a  hill  facing  the  fea.  It  enjoys  a  confiderable  trade, 
arifingfrom  its  own  manufa61ures  of  filk  and  cot- 
ton, and  thofe  brought  thither  from  Aleppo  and 
Damafcus.  The  city  walls  and  caftle  are  of  Gothiq 
architecture  ;  and  the  moft  extraordinary  building 
at  prefent  in  the  place  is  an  aquedudt,  with  its  re- 
fervoirs ;  fome  of  the  latl  are  20  or  30  feet  high  ; 
and,  being  placed  at  proper  diftances  in  the  town, 
fupply  moft  of  the  houfes,  to  their  fecond  and  third 
flories,  with  water. 

Though  Tyre  was  the  chief  maritime  power  of 
this  country,  i  could  not  obferve  any  tolerable 
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harbour  at  that  city.  There  are,  indeed,  the 
traces  of  a  Me  and  commodious  bafon  within  the 
walls  ;  but  it  is  fcarcely  forty  yards  in  diameter, 
aiid  yet  even  this  port,  fmall  as  it  is  at  prefent, 
is  fo  choaked  up  with  fand  and  rubbifh,  that  the 
boats  of  the  poor  filhermen,  who  fometimes  vifit 
this  once  famous  Emporium,  can  with  great  dif- 
ficulty enter  it.  This  city  is  now  called  by  all 
the  inhabitants  of  the  Levant  by  its  ancient  name 
Sur. 

There  is  nothing  remarkable  betwixt  this  place 
and  Mount  Garmel,  that  has  not  been  takea 
notice  of  by  Mr.  Maundrell.  Leaving  that  mount 
to  the  north-weft,  we  pafs  over  the  fouth-weft 
corner  of  the  plain  of  Efdraeion,  formerly  the  lot 
of  the  tribe  of  liFachar,  and  the  moft  fertile  por- 
tion of  the  land  of  Canaan.  It  chiefly  extends  to 
the  eaftward,  where  at  about  fifteen  miles  diftance 
the  profpe<5l  is  bounded  by  the  mountains  of  Her- 
mon  and  Tahor,  and  by  thcfe  on  which  the  city 
of  Nazareth  is  lituiited.  Advancing  farther  into 
the  half  tribe  of  ManaiTeh,  we  have  ftill  a  fine 
arable  country,  where  the  landfcape  is  every  hour 
changed  by  pieces  of  rifing  ground,  groves  of  trees, 
or  the  ruins  of  fome  ancient  villages.  At  Samaria, 
the  north  boundary  of  the  tribe  of  Ephraim,  the 
country  begins  to  grow  rugged  ;  from  whence, 
through  -Sichem,  all  the  way  to  Jerufalem,  we 
find  nothing  but  mountains,  narrow  palfes,  and 
valleys  of  different  extent.  The  mountains  of 
Ephraim,  which  are  the  largcft,  are  moft  of  them 
fhaded  with  great  foreft-trecs,  whilft  the  valleys 
below,  which  are  long  and  fpacious,  equal  in 
fertility  the  b6ft  part  of  the  tribe  of  IfTachar.  The 
mountains  of  the  tribe  of  Benjamin,  fituated  ftill 
farther  to  the  fouthward,  are  generally  more 
naked,  bat  have  more  frequent  valleys.  In  the 
diftri6l  of  the  tribe  of  Judah,  the  mountains  of 
Quarantania,  thofe  of  Engaddi,  and  others. that 
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border  on  the  plains  of  Jericho  and  the  Dead  Sea> 
are  as  high  and  of  as  great  extent  as  thofe  in  the 
tribe  of  Ephraim  :  *biit  fome  of  the  valleys  that 
belong  to  this  tribe,  as  that  of  Rephaim,  Efhcol, 
and  others,  merit  an  equal  regard  with  the  land 
which  Jacob  gave  to  his  fon  Joleph.  The  weftern 
dillrid  of  the  tribe  of  Ephraim  is  nearly  of  the 
fame  arable  and  fertile  land  as  that  of  the  half 
tribe  of  ManalFeh,  and  is  equally  plain  and  level. 
The  latter  of  thefe  circumftances  likewife  agrees 
with  the  tribe  of  Dan,  whofe  country,  however, 
is  not  fo  fruitful,  as  it  has  in  mod  parts  a  lefs  depth 
of  foil,  and  extends  in  a  range  of  mountains  along 
the  fea-coaft. 

The  mountains  of  Quarantania  afford  a  diftin6l 
view  of  the  land  of  the  Amorites,  of  Gilead,  and 
of  Bafan,  the  inheritances  of  the  tribe  of  Reuben, 
Gad,  and  the  half  tribe  of  ManalTeh.  This  tra6t, 
particularly  in  the  neighbourhood  of  the  river 
Jordan,  is  in  many  places  low,  and  Ihaded  with 
tamarilks  and  willows  ;  but  two  or  three  leagues 
from  the  ftream  it  has  a  fucceffion  of  hills  and  val- 
leys, that  are  larger  and  feem  more  fertile  than 
thofe  in  the  tribe  of  Benjamin.  Beyond  thefe 
plains,  where  we  are  to  look  for  the  mountains  of 
Abarim,  the  northern  boundary  of  the  land  of 
Moab,  the  profpe6t  is  interrupted  by  a  very  high 
ridge  of  defolate  mountains,  only  diverlified  by  a 
fucceffion  of  naked  rocks  and  precipices,  rendered 
more  frightful  by  the  multiplicity  of  torrents  that 
fall  on  each  fide  of  them.  Thefe  mountains  extend 
along  the  eaftern  coaft  of  the  Dead  Sea,  as  far  as 
the  eye  can  reach,  affording  a  moft  melancholy 
lonefome  profpeift,  that  is  not  a  little  affifted  by 
the  intermediate  view  of  that  large  llagnating  ex- 
panfe  of  water,  rarely  enlivened  by  flocks  of  birds 
fettling  upon  it,  or  by  one  vefTel  of  commerce  or 
})aflage.  This  is  the  general  plan  of  that  part  of 
the  Holy  Land  which  fell  within  my  obfervation. 
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Jeriifalem  is  encompafTed  with  hills,  that  make 
it  appear  as  if  fitiiated  in  an  amphitheatre  :  but 
there  is  no  place  that  I  know  of  that  affords  a  dif- 
tant  viesv  of  it :  that  from  the  mount  of  Olives, 
which  is  the  belt,  and  perhaps  the  fartheil,  is  fo 
near,  that  when  our  Saviour  was  there,  he  might 
be  faid,  almoft  in  a  literal  fenfe,  to  have  wept 
over  it.  There  are  now  few  remains  either  of  the 
city  as  it  was  in  our  Saviour's  time,  or  as  it  was  af- 
terwards rebuilt  by  Adrian,  fcarce  one  ftone  being 
left  upon  another,  which  hath  not  been  thrown 
down.  Its  very  fituation  is  altered  ;  for  mount 
Sion,  the  higheft  part  of  the  old  Jerufilem,  is  now 
excluded ;  while  the  places  adjoining  to  mount 
Calvary,  where  Chrift  fuffered  without  the  gate, 
are  now  almoft  in  its  centre. 

Notwithftanding  thefe  changes,  it  is  highly 
probable  that  tradition  may  have  preferved  the  re- 
membrance of  thofe  places  rendered  remarkable 
by  lome  tranfa6lions  relating  to  our  Saviour  and 
his  Apoftles,  which  were  To  well  known,  that  Ad- 
rian, out  of  contempt  of  the  Chrift ian  name, 
ere6ted  a  ftatue  of  Jupiter  over  the  place  of  the 
refurre<5tion,  another  of  Venus  upon  mount  Cal- 
very,  and  a  third  of  Adonis  at  Bethlehem,  which 
continued  till  Conftantinethe  Great,  and  his  mo- 
ther St.  Helena,  erected  over  thofe  places  magni- 
ficent churches,   which  ftill  fubiift. 

The  climate  of  this  country  diifers  very  little 
from  that  of  Barbary,  except  its  being  hotter. 
The  wefterly  winds  are  attended  with  rain,  while 
thofe  from  the  eaft  are  ufuallydry,  though  they 
are  fometimes  very  hazy  and  tempeftuous.  Not- 
withftanding the  heat  that  might  be  expe61-ed  from 
the  fituation  of  this  country  with  refpect  to  the 
equator,  the  mountains  of  Libanus  are,  from  their 
extraordinary  height,  covered  all  the  winter  with 
fnow,  which,  when  the  winds  are  eafterly,  affedls 
the  whole  country  from  Tripoly  to  Sidon  with  a 
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moft  fubtle  and  piercing  cold,  but  the  other  ma- 
ritime and  inland  places,  either  to  the  north  or 
foLith  of  the  moimt^ins,  enjoy  a  milder  air,  and  a 
Diore  regular  change  in  the  feafons. 

It  is  remarkable  that  in  travelling  by  night 
through  the  valleys  of  mount  Ephraim,  we  were 
attended  for  above  the  fpace  of  an  hour  by  an  Ig- 
nis fatuus  that  difplayed  idelf  in  a  vanety  of  ex- 
traordinary appearances :  fonietimes  it  was  globu- 
lar, then  like  the  flame  of  a  candle;  and  immedi- 
ately it  would  fpread  itfelf,  and  involve  our  whole 
company  in  its  pale  inofFenfive  light :  then  at 
once  contract  itfelf,  and  fuddenly  difap^ear ;  but 
in  lefs  than  a  minute  would  again  become  vifible, 
as  at  other  times  ;  or  elfe  moving  from  one  place 
to  another,  with  a  fwiffc  progreffive  motion,  would 
e^cpand  itfelf  at  certain  intervals,  over  two  or 
three  acres  of  the  adjacent  mountains,  From  the 
beginning  of  the  evening  the  atmofphere  had  been 
remarkably  thick  and  hazy,  and  the  dew  was 'un- 
ufually  clammy  and  unftuous. 

What  are  called  the  iirft  rains  ufuallyfall  about 
the  beginning  of  November  ;  and  the  later  rains 
fometimes  in  the  middle,  and  fometimes  towards 
the  end  of  April.  It  js  alfo  obferved  in  the  coun- 
try round  Jerufalem,  that  if  a  moderate  quantity 
of  fnow  falls  in  the  beginning  of  February^  and 
the  fprings  overflow  loon  after,  it  promifes  a  fruit- 
ful and  plentiful  year ;  and  the  inhabitants  upon 
this  occafion  make  rejoicings  like  the  Egyptians 
upon  the  flowing  of  the  Nile.  During  the  fum- 
nier  feafon,  this  country  is  feldom  refrelhed  with 
rain. 

The  barley  all  over  the  Holy  Land  I  faw  in  full 
ear  in  the  beginning  of  April,  and  in  the  middle 
it  began  to  turn  yellow  in  the  fouthern  dillri^ls  ; 
for  1  found  it  as  forwards  near  Jericho  in  the 
latter  end  of  March,  as  in  the  plains  of  Acre  a 
fortnight  after ;  but  very  little  wheat  was  in  car 
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at  either  of  thofe  places;  and  in  the  fields  near 
Bethlehem  and  Jerufaleni  the  fialk  was  fcarceiy 
above  a  foot  high. 

In  the  maritime  and  inland  parts  of  Syria,  and 
Phoenicia,  the  foil  is  of  a  light  loamy  nature,  and, 
in  the  ploughing  it,  feldom  requires  more  than 
one  pair  of  oxen.  All  forts  of  grain  and  garden 
plants  thrive  there  ;  but  the  chief  produce  is  filk 
and  cotton.  The  eggs  of  the  filk-worm  are  fent 
to  Canobine,  or  fome  other  place  on  mount  Liba- 
nus,  where  they  are  kept  cool,  without  the  dan- 
ger of  being  hatched,  till  the  mulberry  buds  are 
ready  for  them  in  the  fpring. 

Though  the  corn  produced  near  Latikea  is 
the  beft,  as  well  as  the  moft  early  in  that  part  of 
Syria,  yet  the  natives  have  lately  neglected  this 
part  of  hulbandry,  together  wich  that  of  the 
vine,  for  both  which  it  was  once  famous,  and 
chiefly  employ  themfelves  in  the  culture  of  tobacco, 
which  is  their  only  article  of  trade  ;  and  this  hath 
in  a  few  years  enriched  the  country  round  it. 

But  was  the  Holy  Land  as  well  cultivated  as  in 
former  times,  it  would  be  more  fruitful  than  the 
very  beft  part  of  Syria  and  Phoenicia,  for  the  foil 
is  generally  much  richer,  and  all  things  confidered, 
yields  better  crops.  Thus  the  cotton  that  is  gather* 
ed  in  the  plains  of  Zabulon,  Efdraelon,  and  Rama, 
is  in  greater  efteem  than  that  cultivated  near  Tri. 
poly  and  Sidon  ;  and  it  is  impoffible  for  pulfe, 
wheat,  or  any  other  grain,  to  exceed  what  is  com- 
monly fold  at  Jerufalem.  Therefore  the  barrennefs, 
of  which  fome  authors  complain,  does  not  proceed 
from  the  natural  unfruitfulnefs  of  the  country  ; 
but  from  the  want  of  inhabitants,  the  averfion  to 
labour  which  prevails  among  the  fev/  who  polTefs 
it,  and  the  perpetual  difcords  and  depredations 
among  the  petty  princes  who  (liare  this  fine  coun- 
try, fo  that  whoever  fows  is  uncertain  who  Jhail 
gather  the  harveft. 
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The  parts  particularly  about  Jerufalem  being 
defcribedas  rocky  and  mountainous^  have  therefore 
been  fuppofed  to  fee  barren;  but  this  is  far  from 
being  the  cafe.  In  the  time  of  Afa  the  hill  county 
of  Juda  muflered  580,000  men  of  valour,  befides 
double  the  number  that  may  be  fuppofed  of  old 
men,  women  and  children  ;  and  even  at  prefent, 
notwithftanding  the  want  there  has  been  for  many 
ages  of  a  proper  culture,  the  plains  and  valleys, 
though  as  fertile  as  ever,  lie  almoft  entirely  neglect- 
ed, while  every  little  hill  is  crouded  with  inhabit- 
.ants.  It  cannot  be  urged,  that  the  inhabitants 
live  there  with  more  fafety  than  in  the  plain  coun- 
try, for  they  have  no  walls  or  fortifications  to 
fecure  either  their  villages  or  encampments  :  there 
are  few  places  of  difficult  accefs,  and  both  the  one 
and  the  other  lie  equally  expofed  to  the  ravages  of 
an  enemy:  The  reafon  is,  they  find  fufficient  con- 
veniencies  for  themfelves,  and  much  greater  for 
their  cattle,  which  brouze  upon  the  richer  herbage; 
and  both  of  them  are  rcfreflied  by  fprings  of  ex- 
cellent water,  that  are  much  wanted  in  the  fum- 
mer  feafon,  not  only  in  the  plains  of  this,  but  of 
other  countries  in  the  fame  climate. 

Corn,  wine  and  oil,  together  with  milk  and 
honey,  v/ere  the  food  and  the  chief  dainties  of  the 
early  ages.  Thefe  were  achially  the  produce  of 
this  country,  as  they  might  be  ftill  in  the  greateft 
plenty,  by  proper  care  and  application.  The 
plenty  of  wine  alone  is  wanting  at  prefent ;  yet, 
from  the  goodnels  of  that  little  which  is  ftill  made 
at  Jerufalem  and  Flebron,  we  find  that  thefe  bar- 
ren rocks,  as  they  are  called,  might  yield  a  much 
greater  quantity,  if  the  abftemious  Turks  and 
Arabs  would  encourage  the  cultivation  of  the 
vine. 

The  wild  honey,  which  was  part  of  the  food  of 
St.  John  Baptift,  (liews  the  plenty  there  was  of 
it  in  the  deferts  of  Judea  ;  and  confequently,   by 
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taking  the  hint  from  nature,  and  enticing  the 
bees  into  hives,  the  quantity  might  be  greatly 
increafed.  As  the  mountains  likewife  in  fome 
places  abound  with  rofemary,  thyme,  fage,  and 
fuch  aromatic  plants  as  the  bees  chiefly  feek  ;  fo 
others  are  no  lefs  flocked  with  fhrubs,  and  a  deli- 
cate fhort  grafs,  of  both  which  the  cattle  are  more 
fond,  than  of  fuch  plants  as  are  common  to  mea- 
dows and  fallow  ground.  This  method  of  grazing 
is  not  peculiar  to  this  country,  for  it  is  Hill 
pra(5tifed  all  over  Mount  Libanus,  the  Caftravan 
mountains,  and  Barbary,  where  the  higher  grounds 
are  fet  apart  for  this  ufe,  and  the  plains  and  valleys 
for  tillage.  The  milk  of  the  cattle  fed  in  this 
manner  is  not  only  far  more  rich  and  delicious,  but 
their  fleih  is  more  fweet  and  nourlfliing.  Thefe 
mountainous  diitrids  have  alfo  been  valuable  on 
other  accounts :  they  feem  formerly  to  have  been 
well  planted  with  olive  trees;  one  acre  of  which 
if  rightly  improved,  is  more  valuable  than  twice 
the  extent  of  arable  ground.  It  may  likewife  be 
prefumed  that  the  viiie  was  not  negle6ted  in  a  foil 
and  expofition  fo  proper  for  it  to  thrive  in  ;  and 
feveral  parts  of  the  Holy  Land;  no  lefs  than  Idumea, 
that  lies  contiguous  to  it,  are  defcribed  by  the 
ancients  as  abounding  in  date-trees. 

I  travelled  in  Syria  and  Phoenicia  in  December 
and  January,  which  was  not  a  proper  feafon  for 
botanical  obfervations.  However,  the  whole  coun- 
try looked  verdant  and  cheerful  ;  particularly  the 
woods,  which  chiefly  abound  with  the  gall-oak, 
were  Itrewed  all  over  with  a  variety  of  anemonies, 
ranunculufles,  colchicas,  and  mandrakes.  Some 
pieces  of  ground  near  Tripoly  were  full  of  the 
liquorice- plants;  and  at  the  mouth  of  the  famous 
grotto  near  Bellmont,  is  an  elegant  fpecies  of  the 
blue  lilly.  But  fo  many  diihculties  and  dangers 
attend  a  traveller  through  the  Holy  Land,  that 
he  is  in  too  much  hafte  to  make  many  curious 
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obfervations  on  the  plants  of  the  country.    I  could 
not  however  help  obferving  in  the  Deginning  of 
March,  that  the  pl^ns  between  J:Jfa  and  Rama^ 
and  other  places  inHhe  road  to  Jerufalem,  were 
particularly  diftinguilhed   by  beautiful  beds  of  tur 
lips,  fritillaries,  and  other  plants  of  the  fame  clafsw 
But  the  balfam  tree  is  no  longer  found  in  this 
country,  and  the  Dudaim  or  Mandrakes  meiitioned 
In  the  Sciptures  are  equally  wanting.     What  the 
Chrillian  inhabitants  of  Jerufalem  at  prefent  lake 
for  that  fruit,  arc  the  pods  of  Jelathon,  a  legu- 
minous plant  peculiar  to  corn  fields,  and,  by  niauy 
defcriptions  I  had  of  it,  mull  be  a  fpecies  of  the 
winged   pea.     The  Boccore,  or  early  fig,  was  far 
from   being  ripe  in  the  latter  end  of  March  ;  for 
in  the  Scripture  I'^nguage  the  time  of  figs  v/as  not 
yet,  or  not   before  the  middle  or  latter  end  of 
Juire :  but  no  iboner  does  the  Boccore  draw  near 
to  perfeftion,  Ih^n  the  Kermez,  or  fummer  r^g, 
the  fame  that  is  fold   by  the  grocers,  begins  to  be 
formed,  though  it  is  feldoni  ripe  before  Auguft  ; 
about  this  time  it  frequently   puts  forth  another 
crop,  that  is  ufuaily  of  a  much  longer  Ihape,  and 
of  a  darker  colour,  hanging  and  ripening  upon  the 
tree,  even  after  its  leaves  are  Oied  :  and  provided 
the  winter  proves  niildand  temperate,  is  gathered 
as  a  delicious  morfel  in  the  fpriog.     As  the  fruit  of 
this   prolific    plant  always   precedes    the  leaves, 
when  our  Saviour  faw  one  of  them  in  full  vigour 
having  leaves,  he  might,  according  to  the  com- 
mon courfe  of  things,  juftly  look   for    fruit,  and 
haply  find  fome  of    the  former  or  latter  kind  in 
perfe6fion. 

I  Ihall  now  pafs  from  the  vegetable  kingdom, 
to  the  moft  remarkable  rocks,  fofTds,  rivers,  and 
animals  of  thefe  countries.  Thefe  rocks  in  many 
places  are  covered  with  a  foft  chalky  fubftance,  in 
which  is  enclofed  a  great  variety  of  corals,  Ihells, 
and  other  remains  of  the  deluge.     Upon  the  Caft- 
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raven  mountains  is  a  curious  bed  of  a  wbitifh  ftone 
of  the  flaie  kind,  which  in  every  riake  unfolds  a 
great  number  and  variety  of  iifiies,  moltiy  lying 
fiat  and  compreiled,  yet  are  fo  well  prclerved,  that 
the  final  left  ihokes  and  lineaments  of  their  fcales 
and  fins  are  eafily  diftinguiilied.  The  greateft  pail 
of  the  mountains  of  Carmeij  and  thole  of  Jeruia- 
lem  and  Bethlehem,  are  alio  covered  with  a  white 
chalky  ftratum.  In  the  former  are  gathered  many 
jftones,  which  being  in  the  form,  as  it  is  pretended, 
of  peaches,  melons,  olives,  and  other  fruit,  are 
commonly  imoofed  upon  pilgrims,  not  only  as 
thole  petrified  fruits,  but  as  antidotes  againft  feve- 
ral  diitempers.  Indeed  the  olives,  which  are  tbe 
Lapides  Judaici  of  the  fhops,  have  always  been  aa 
approved  medicine  againfl;  the  ftone  and  gravel. 
Little  however^  can  be  faid  in  favour  of  their 
melons  and  peaches,  which  are  only  round  flint 
ftones  of  different  fizes  beautified  on  the  infide  with 
fparry  knobs,  that  are  made  to  pafs  for  feeds  and 
kernels.  The  chalk-ftone  of  the  grotto  near  Beth- 
lehem called  the  Virgin's  milk;  the  little  round 
calculi  called  her  peas  ;  the  waters  of  Jordan  and 
SiJoam  :  the  rofes  of  Jericho  ;  beads  made  of  the 
olive-ftones  of  Gethfemane,  with  other  curiofities 
of  the  like  nature  are  the  prefents  ufually  received. 
by  pilgrims,  in  return  for  their  charity. 

With  refpc6t  to  the  rivers,  tlie  Jordan  is  not 
only  the  moft.  confiderable  in  the  Holy  Land,  but 
next  to  the  Nile  is  by  far  the  largeft  I  have  feeii 
either  in  the  Levant  or  Barbaiy.  I  could  not 
however,  compute  it  to  be  more  than  thirty  yards 
broad;  but  this  is  made  up  by. its  depth,  which 
even  at  the  brink  I  found  to  be  nine  feet.  If  then 
we  take  this,  during  the  whole  year,  for  the  mean 
depth  of  the  ftream,  which  runs  about  two  miles 
an  hour,  the  Jordan  will  daily  difcharge  into  the 
Dead  Sea  about  6,090,000  tons  of  water.  Such 
a  quantity  of  water  daiiy  received,  without  in- 
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creafing  the  limits  of  that  fea  or  lake,  has  made 
fome  conjedure  that  it  is  abforbed  by  the  burning 
fands;  and  others  thgjt  it  is  carried  off  through Tub- 
terraneous  cavities;  or  that  it  has  a  communication 
with  the  Serbonic  Lake.  But  if  the  Dead  Sea  is, 
according  to  the  general  computation,  feventy- 
two  miles  long,  and  eighteen  broad,  by  allowing, 
according  to  Mr.  Halley's  obfervation,  d9i4tons 
of  vapour  for  every  fquare  mile,  there  will  be 
daily  drawn  up  in  clouds  to  refrefh  the  earth  with 
rain  or  dew  8,960,000  tons,  which  is  near  one 
third  more  than  is  brought  into  it  by  this  river. 

As  to  the  bitumen  for  which  this  lake  has  been 
always  remarkable,  I  was  told,  that  it  israifed  at 
certain  times  from  the  bottom  in  large  hemifpheres, 
which  on  their  touching  the  furface,  and  being 
a6ted  on  by  the  external  air,  burft  with  great 
fmoke  and  noife,  and  difperfe  themfelves  in  a  thou- 
fandr  pieces.  This,  however,  only  happens  near 
the  fliore  ;  for  in  greater  depths  the  eruptions  are 
fuppofed  to  difcover  themfelves  only  in  the  co- 
lumns of  fmoke  that  are  fometimes  obferved  to 
arife  from  the  lake.  This  bitumen  is  probably 
accompanied  on  its  rifing  with  fulphur,  as  both 
are  found  promifcuoufly  upon  the  fhore.  The 
latter  exaiStly  refembles  common  native  fulphur : 
and  the  former  is  brittle,  yielding  upon  friction, 
or  being  fet  on  fire,  a  fetid  fmell ;  it  is  alfo  as 
black  as  jet,  and  exactly  of  the  fame  Ihining  ap- 
pearance. 

All  over  this  country  are  plenty  of  game  of  all 
kinds,  as  teal,  fnipes,  woodcocks,  francoleens, 
partridges,  &c.  antelopes,  hares  and  rabbits.  Thefe 
are  caught 'by  hawking  and  the  chace  ;  for  when- 
ever the  Turks  or  Arabs  of  better  fafhion  travel, 
or  go  out  for  diverfion,  they  take  with  them  half 
a  dozen  hawks,  and  the  fame  number  of  grey- 
hounds. The  latter  are  generally  fliagged,  and 
much   larger  than  thofe  in   England ;    but  the 
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hawks  are  moftly  of  the  nature  and  lize  of  our 
gofs  hawks,  and  are  fo  Itrong  as  to  bring  down  a 
buftard,  and  ftop  an  antelope  in  full  career.  In 
the  lalt  cale  they  feize  on  the  animal's  head  and 
make  a  continual  tiuttering  with  their  wings  till 
they  are  relieved  by  the  greyhounds. 

The  only  uncommon  animals  I  ikw  were  the 
Ikinkore,  and  the  Daman-Ifrael.  The  former  are 
in  great  numbers  in  a  fountain  near  Bellmont, 
and  differ  only  from  the  common  water-efts,  in 
the  extent  and  form  of  their  nnSj  which  in  the 
males  begin  from  the  tip  of  the  nofe,  and  run 
the  whole  length  of  the  neck  and  back,  to  the 
extremity  of  the  tail,  and  turning  under  it  reach 
to  the  navel :  but  the  tails  only  of  the  females 
are  finnsd.  As  the  Turks  elteem  the  body  and 
tail  of  this  animal  great  provocatives,  they  pur- 
chafe  them  at  an  extravagant  price. 

The  Danian-Ifrael,  which  fignifies  Ifrael'slamb, 
is  the  Saphan  of  tlie  Scriptures,  and  is  an  animal 
of  Mount  Libanus,  though  it  is  common  in  other 
places  of  this  country.  It  is  of  the  fize  of  the 
i^bbit  ;  but  is  of  a  browner  colour,  with  fmaller 
eyes,  and  a  more  pointed  head.  The  fore  feet  are 
Ihort,  and  the  hinder  very  long  in  proportion  to 
them.  They  ibmetimes  burrow  in  the  ground, 
though  they  ufually  flielter  themieivesin  the  holes 
and  clefts  of  the  rocks. 

As  to  the  national  inhabitants,  befides  the 
Greeks,  Maronites,  Romans,-  and  other  fedls  of 
Chriftians,  there  are  Turks,  Arabs,  Turkumans, 
Suories,  and  Drufes.  Of  thefe  the  Turks  are  the 
matters  of  the  cities,  caftles,  and  garrifons:  the 
Arabs  and  Turkumans  poilefs  the  plains ;  the 
former  living  as  ui'ual  in  tents,  and  the  other  in 
moveable  hovels  ;  while  the  Suories,  who  are 
perhaps  the  defcendants  of  the  original  Syrians, 
cultivate  the  greateft  part  of  the  country  near 
Latikea  and  Jebillee,  and  the  Drufes^  maintain  a 
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kind  of  fovereignty  over  the  Cal^raven  mountains. 
By  what  I  could  learn,  the  Suories  and  Drufes 
differ  but  little  in  tkeir  religion,  which  is  a  mix- 
ture of  the  Chriftian  and  Mahometan,  for  they 
equally  revere  the  Gofpels  and  the  Koran. 

If  leaving  Egypt  on  the  right  hand,  we  proceed 
dire6lly  forwards  into  the  land  of  Edom,  we 
ihall  be  prefented  with  very  different  profpe<?l:s 
from  thole  in  Canaan.  We  Ihall  not  be  entertained 
with  the  view  of  any  paflures  covered  with  flocks^ 
or  valleys  enriched  with  corn.  Here  are  no  olive 
yards  or  vineyards  ;  but  the  whole  is  a  defolate 
lonefome  wildernefs,  only  diverfified  by  fandy 
plains  and  mountains,  formed  of  naked  rocks  and 
craggy  precipices.  This  countiy  is  never,  except 
fometimes  at  the  equinoxes,  refrefhed  with  rain; 
the  few  hardy  vegetables  produced  there  are  (hrunk 
by  a  perpetual  drought,  and  the  dews  of  the  night 
are  in  a  manner  rendered  infufficient  for  the  pur- 
pofe  of  vegetation,  by  the  fcorching  heat  of  the 
fun  in  the  day ;  the  intenfe  cold  of  the  one,  and 
the  heat  of  the  other,  clearly  account  for  the 
provifion  of  Providence,  in  fp reading  over  the 
**■  Ifraelites,  a  cloud  fo  be  a  covering  by  day, 
and  fire  to  give  light  (and  heat)  in  the  night 
feafon." 

In  travelling  from  Cairo  to  Mount  Sinia,  the 
heavens  were  every  night  our  only  covering  ;  a 
carpet  fpread  on  the  fand  was  our  bed;  and  a 
change  of  raiment,  made  up  into  a  bundle,  ferved 
for  a  pillow.  Our  camels  (for  horfes  and  mules 
require  too  much  water  to  be  employed  in  thele 
deferts)  were  made  to  lie  round  us  in  a  circle,  with 
their  faces  looking  from  us,  while  the  loads  and 
faddles  were  placed  by  us  behind  them.  In  this 
iituation  they  ferved  us  as  fo  many  guards  and 
centinels,  they  being  watchful  animals,  and  awak- 
ing with  the  leaft  noife. 
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As  in  thefe  long  and  dreary  deferts  there  is  no 
chance  of  meeting  with  the  leaft  hofpitaUty  or 
entertainment^  we  were  obliged  to  carry  along 
with  us  every  thing  neceifary  tor  fo  long  and 
tedious  a  journey.  We  took  care  in  the  liril 
place,  to  provide  ourfelves  with  a  fidficient  num- 
ber of  goat-lldns,  which  we  filled  with  water  every 
fouror  five  days,  or  as  often  as  we  found  it.  Bar- 
ley, mixed  with  a  few  beans,  or  elie  the  flour  of 
one  or  other  of  them  made  into  balls,  was  the 
provender  we  took  for  our  camels.  We  provided 
for  ourfelves  wheat-flour,  bifcuit,  potted  iieili,  ho- 
ney, oil,  vinegar,  olives,  lentils,  and  fuch  things 
as  would  keep  two  months,  the  fpace  commonly 
taken  up  in  performing  this  journey.  Nor  lliould 
the  wooden  dilTi  or  copper  pot  be  forgot,  that 
made  up  our  kitchen  furniture:  the  latter  was 
a  neceflary  utenlil  for  cooking  our  provifions, 
the  other  for  ferving  them  up,  or  kneading  our 
unleavened  cakes. 

When  we  were  either  to  boil  or  bake;  the  ca- 
mels dung  left  by  fome  preceding  caravan  was 
our  common  fuel,  which,  after  its  being  ex  poled 
a  day  or  two  in  the  fun,  catches  fire  like  touchwood, 
and  burns  as  bright  as  charcoal.  No  fooner  was  our 
food  prepared,  whether  it  was  potted  liefh  boiled 
with  rice,  a  lentil  foup,  or  unleavened  cakes  ferved 
lip  with  oil  or  honey,  than  one  of  the  Arabs,  • 
placing  himfr'if  upon  the  higheft  ftation  he  could 
find,  invited  three  times  with  aloud  voice,  all  his 
brethren,  the  fons  of  the  faithful,  to  come  and 
partake  of  it ;  though  none  ol  them  were  in  view, 
or  perhaps  within  a  hundred  miles  of  us.  This 
cuftoni  they  conftantly  maintain  as  a  token  of 
their  benevolence,  as  it  would  likewife  be  of  their 
I^ofpitality,  had  they  an  opportunity  of  Ihewing 
it. 

We  travelled  in  this  country  during  the  months 
of  September  and   06tober,    at  which   time  the 
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atmofphere  was  perfe6^1y  ferene  and  clear,  air  the 
way  from  Cairo  to  Corondei;  but  from  thence  to 
Mount  Sinai  the  tops  of  the  mountains  were  fome- 
times  capped  with  clouds,  and  would  thus  continue 
the  whole  day.  This  was  foon  fucceeded  by  a 
violent  tempeft,  the  heavens  became  overfpread 
■with  clouds,  which  during  aimoft  the  whole  night 
difcharged  themfelves  in  thunder,  lightning,  and 
rain  :  but  I  was  informed  by  the  Monks  that  theie 
tempefts  rarely  happen  above  once  in  two  or  three 
years;  and  that,  except  on  Uiefe  extraordinary 
occafions,  the  courfe  of  the  weather  is  the  fame 
throughout  the  whole  year;  the  iky  being  generally 
clear,  and  the  winds  blowing  brilkly  in  the  day, 
and  cealing  in  the  night. 

Where  thcfe  deferts  are  fandy  and  level,  the 
horizon  is  as  fit  for  aftronomical  obfervations  as 
the  fea,  which  at  a  diftance  thefe  parts  nearly  re- 
femble  It  was  there  furprifing  tooblerve  in  whnt 
an  extraordinary  manner  every  object  appeared  to 
be  magnified  ;  for  a  flirub  feemed  as  big  as  a  tree, 
and  a  flock  of  achbobbas,  birds  nearly  relembling 
the  ftork,  might  be  ujiflaken  for  a  caravan  oF  ca- 
mels. This  feeming  colle6tiori  of  waters  always 
advances  about  a  quarter  of  a  mile  before  iis,  while 
the  intermediate  fpace  appears  in  one  continued 
glow,  from  the  quivering  undulating  niotion  of 
that  quick  fucceffion  of  exhalations  that  are  extract- 
ed by  the  powerful  influence  of  the  i'un.  This 
violent  heat  may  likewife  be  the  reafon  why  the 
carcafes  of  the  camels  and  other  anin-sals  that  lie 
expofed  in  thefe  deferts  are  ioon  drained  of  that 
moifi:ure  which  would  otherwiie  difpoie  them  to 
putrefaction,  and  why  they  continue  there  a  num- 
ber of  years  without  mouldering  away.  To  the 
fame  caufe,  added  to  the  coidnefs  of  the  night,  we 
may  attribute  the  plentiful  dews,  that  would  fre- 
quently wet  us  to  the  flun,  but  no  fooner  was  the 
fun  rifen,  and  the  air  a  little  heated,  than  the 
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mills  were  difperfcd,  and  the  moifture  of  the  fands 
evaporated. 

Springs  and  wells  of  water  are  fo  very  rare  in 
thefe  parts,  that  we  may  well  account  for  the 
ftrife  and  contention  there  was  formerly  about 
them.  In  the  middle  road  between  Cairo  and 
Mount  Sinia,  I  do  not  remember  to  have  heard 
or  tailed  of  above  iive^  all  which  were  either 
brakilh  or  fulphureous  ;  but  the  difagreeablenels 
of  the  tafte  is  coinpenfated  by  the  wholefome 
quality  of  the  waters,  which  provoke  an  appetite, 
and  are  remarkably  lenitive  and  diuretic:  lb  that 
few  perfons  are  feized  with  any  illnefs  in  palling 
through  thefe  lonefome  and  fultry  deferts. 

The  Ifraeiites,  when  they  fet  out  to  take  pof- 
feffion  of  Canaan,  palled  through  this  country. 
They  departed  from  the  land  of  Gofhen,  which, 
was  a  part  of  Ramefes,  or  of  the  Heliopolitaii 
Nomos,  bordering  upon  the  banks  of  the  Nile, 
near  Heliopolis.  They  at  firft  travelled  in  an 
open  country,  the  fame,  perhaps,  through  which 
their  forefathers  palled  in  going  into  Egypt:  but 
being  advanced  about  fifty  miles  from  Cairo,  it 
appears  that  they  entered  the  breach  of  the  north- 
ern mountains  which  continue  without  interrup- 
tion to  the  Red  Sea.  While  they  were  in  this 
fituation  Pharaoh  might  well  cry,  '^  They  are 
^*  intangled  in  the  land,  the  wildernefs  (between 
*'  the  mountains  of  Moc-catte  and  Suez)  hath 
*^  fliut  them  in  ;"  and  he  having  fent  an  army  in 
purfuit  of  them,  the  Egyptians  might  juftly  ima- 
gine they  had  no  way  to  efcape  ;  tor  the  moun- 
tains of  Moc-catte  would  deny  them  a  pailage  to 
the  fouthward,  as  thofe  in  the  neighbouriiood  of 
Suez  would  be  a  barrier  to  the  north  ward,  towards 
the  land  of  the  Philillines  ;  and  the  Red  Sea  was 
before  them  to  the  eait,  and  Pharaoh  clofed  up  the 
valley  behind  them  with  his  chariots  and  horfe- 
liien.     This  valley  ends  at   the  Sea,  in   a  fmall 
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bay  formed  by  the  eaftern  extremities  of  theic 
mountains,  and  is  ftiil  called  Beni  lii'ael,  that  is, 
the  road  of  the  Ifra^ites,  from  a  traaition  kept  up 
by  the  Arabs  to  this  day,  of  their  having  palled 
through  it  ;  and  alio  Baideah,  perhaps  from  the 
miracle  tiiat  was  wrought  near  it,  of  dividing  the 
Red  Sea,  and  therein  deftroying  Pharaoh,  with  his 
chariots  and  iiorfemen.  At  the  ealtern  extremity 
of  this  valley  the  mountain  is  ftiil  called  Jibbel 
At-tackah,  or  tlie  Mountahi  of  Deiiverance. 

Oppofite  this  mountain  at  ten  nnles  diftance, 
is  thedefert  of  Sdur,  the  fame  with  i)hur,  where 
the  Ifraelites  landed,  alter  they  hao  paiied  through 
the  interjacent  gulph  ot  the  Red  Sea,  Tiie  iicua- 
tion  of  this  guiph  is  ncEriy  north  and  fouth,  in  a 
pofition  very  pro}>er  to  betraverfed  by  that  frrong 
eaft  wind  which  was  fent  to  divide  it.  And  here 
it  may  be  proper  to  obferve,  that  the  divifion  thus 
made  in  the  channel,  the  '^  making  the  waters  to 
**^  Hand  on  a  heap  ;  their  being  a  wall  to  the 
"'  Ifraelites  on  the  right  hand  and  the  left;"  be- 
iides  this  palTage  lying  at  the  diftance  of  at  leaft 
twenty  miles  below  the  extremity  of  the  gulph  ; 
are.circumftances  that  fufficiently  evince  its  being 
a  miraculous  event,  and  con  trad  i^  all  fuch  idle 
fup|X}litions  as  pretend  to  account  for  it  from  the 
nature  and  quality  of  tides,  or  from  any  fuch 
extraordinary  recefs  of  the  fea  as  Jofephus  fup- 
pofes. 

On  our  travelling  from  Sdur  towards  Mount 
Sinai,  we  came  into  the  defert  of  Marah,  as  it  is 
ftiil  called,  where  the  Ifraelites  met  with  the  bitter 
waters,  or  waters  of  Marah.  As  this  did  not  hap- 
pen till  they  had  been  three  days  in  the  wildernelk, 
we  may  probably  fix  them  at  Corondel,  where 
there  is  a  fmall  ftream,  which,  unlefs  it  be  diluted 
by  the  dews  and  rains,  itill  continues  brack ifli. 
Near  this  place  tlie  fea  forms  a  large  bay,  called 
Jjerk  el  Corondel,  remarkable  for  a  lirong  current 
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that  fets  into  it  from  tiie  northward.  The  Arabs 
preferve  a  tradition,  that  at  this  place  a  numerous 
holt  was  formerly  drowned  :  doubtlefs  occafioned 
by  what  we  are  informed  of  in  Exod.  xiv,  ^o. 
that  "  the  Ifraelites  faw  the  Egyptians  dead  upon 
thfr  fliore!" 

We  find  nothing  remarkable,  till  the  Ifraelites 
encamped  at  Elim,  which  is  near  thirty  miles 
from  Corondel,  and  two  leagues  from  Tor  :  but 
at  Elim  I  found  only  nine  of  the  twelve  wells 
mentioned  by  Mofes,  the  other  three  being  filled 
up  by  thofe,  drifts  of  fand  that  are  common  in 
Arabia.  The  lofs  is  however  made  up  by  the 
great  increafe  of  the  palm-trees,  the  70  having 
encreafed  to  above  2000.  Under  their  fhade  is  the 
Hamman  Moufa,  the  bath  of  Mofes,  for  which 
the  inhabitants  of  Tor  have  an  extraordinary 
veneration,  informing  us  that  here  Mofes  en- 
camped with  his  particular  houftiold. 

From  Elim  we  have  a  diftin(5l  view  of  Mount 
Sinai,  the  Wildernefs  of  Sin,  as  it  is  ftill  called, 
lying  between.  We  crofTed  thefe  plains  in  nine 
hours,  and  wereamufed  all  the  way  with  the  fight 
of  a  variety  of  lizards  and  vipers,  that  are  here 
in  great  numbers.  I  was  not  fo  fortunate  as  to 
fee  the  famous  infcription  faid  to  be  engraven  upon 
the  rocks,  juft  as  we  turn  into  the  valley  that 
conducts  us  to  Mount  Sinai.  Sin  was  the  firft 
place  where  God  gave  the  Ifraelites  Manna  ;  and 
therefore  fome  authors  have  fuppofed  that  this 
infcription  was  left  as  a  monument  to  future  gene- 
rations of  that  bleffi ng. 

We  were  near  twelve  hours  in  palling  the  many 
windings  and  difficult  ways  that  lie  between  the 
deferts  of  Sin  and  Sinai.  The  latter  is  a  beautitul 
plain,  near  three  leagues  long,  and  above  one  in 
breadth.  It  lies  open  to  the  north-eafl:,  where  we 
entered  it  ;  but  to  the  fouthward  it  is  clofcd  by 
fome  of  the  lower  eminences   of  Mount   Sinai, 
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fome  of  the  more  lofty  parts  of  the  mountain 
making  fuch  encroachments  upon  the  plain,  as  to 
divide  it  into  two,  each  of  them  capacious  enough 
to  receive  the  whoIe*encampment  of  the  Ilraeiites. 
That  which  lies  to  the  ealtward  of  the  mount  may 
be  the  defert  of  Sinai,  properly  To  called,  where 
"  Mofes  faw  the  angel  of  the  Lord  in  the  burning 
*'  bufli,  when  he  was  guarding  the  flocks  of  Je- 
**  thro."  Over  the  place  of  this  divine  appearance 
is  ere6fed  the  convent  of  St.  Catharine,  which 
belongs  to  the  Greeks,  and  is  300  feet  fquare, 
and  about  forty  in  height.  The  fpot  where  the 
burning  bufli  itood  is  honoured  with  a  little  chapel, 
which  is  held  in  fuch  veneration,  that  in  imitation 
of  Mofes,  the  monks  put  off  their  (hoes  whenever 
they  enter  it.  This,  with  fome  other*  chapels 
dedicated  to  particular  faints,  are  included  within 
the  church,  as  they  call  it,  of  the  Transfiguration, 
which  is  a  large  beautiful  firuiffure,  covered  with 
lead,  and  fupported  by  two  rows  of  marble  co- 
lumns. The  floor  is  elegantly  adorned  with  a 
variety  of  devices  in  Mofaic  work,  as  are  alfo  the 
floor  and  walls  of  the  FreflDyterium.  Upon  the 
latter  is  reprefented  the  figure  of  the  emperor 
Jnftinian,  with  the  hiflory  of  the  Transfiguration; 
and  upon  the  partition  that  feparates  the  PreflDV- 
terium  from  the  body  of  the  church  is  placed  a 
fmali  marble  fhrine,  in  which  they  pretend  to 
have  preferved  the  fkull  and  one  of  the  hands  of 
St.  Catharine. 

[The  emprefs  Helena  feems  to  have  laid  the 
foundation  of  this  great  convent  in  a  tower  which 
file  probably  built  for  her  own  convenience,  when 
flie  came  here,  as  well  as  for  the  monks.  It  is  in 
the  heart  of  the  convent,  where  the  archbifhop's 
lodgings  now  are  ;  it  has  three  chapels,  and  is 
ftill  called  St.  Helena's  Tower.  This  convent  is 
built  on  a  defcent  ;  but  the  defign  feems  to  have 
been  to  raifc  the  lower  part  by  a  great  number  of 
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arches,  many  of  which  remain  ;  to  have  built  the 
lirft  floor  on  a  level,  and  have  erected  more  on  it. 
There  is  nothing  of  ancient  building  but  thefe 
walls  and  arches,  and  the  church,  which  are  well 
built  of  large  hewn  flone,  of  a  coarfe  red  granite. 
The  walls  are  fix  feet  thick,  but  fome  parts  of 
them  are  ruined  ;  however,  there  is  a  walk  all 
round  on  the  top  of  them,  and  they  have  little 
fquare  towers  at  each  corner,  and  in  the  middle 
of  each  fide.  The  convent  is  very  irregular  and 
ill  built,  of  unburnt  brick.]* 

Pilgrims  are  not  admitted  into  this  convent  by 
tlie  door,  which  is  never  opened  but  when  the 
archbifliop,  who  ufually  refidcs  at  Cairo,  is  to  be 
inftalled  :  we  were  therefore  drawn  up  by  a  wind- 
lals,  near  thirty  feet  high,  and  then  taken  in  at  a 
window  by  fome  of  the  lay-brothers,  who  attend 
there  for  that  purpofe.  Thefe  and  the  PapaiTes, 
or  Prefbyters,  who  are  commonly  called  Kalores, 
make  in  all  about  150  in  number,  and  chiefly 
fubfift  upon  the  provifions  fent  them  monthly 
from  Cairo.  [They  have  their  mills,  bake-houfes, 
and  other  offices,  that  are  necelTary  for  people 
who  muft  have  every  thing  within  themfelves.J 
They  live  a  very  ftri6t  and  auftere  life,  abftaining 
not  only  from  flefli,  but  from  butter,  milk,  and 
eggs,  none  of  which  we  were  permitted  to  bring 
into  the  convent,  though  we  could  have  purchafed 
them  of  the  Arabs.  They  undergo  the  leaft 
mortification  on  the  days  when  they  receive  from 
their  lifter  convent  at  Tor,  or  from  Meenah  el 
Dfahab,  a  quantity  of  fhell-filh,  crabs,  or  lobfters, 
all  other  fifti  being  prohibited  by  their  inftitution. 
They  chiefly  fubfift  on  bread,  to  which  is  added  a 
portion  meafured  out  to  each  perfon,  of  olives,  oil, 

*  All  the  articles  inclofed  in  crotchets,  thus  [  ]  are  from  Dr. 
Pocoke's  defcription  of  the  Eaft. 
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and  vinegar,  fallad,  and  pot-herbs  ;  or  of  dates^ 
almonds,  figs,  and  Darched  pulfe.  Mount  Sinai 
hangs  over  this  convent ;  but  St,  Helena  caufed 
a  Itone  Hair-cafe  to  be  carried  up  to  the  top ;  but 
at  prefent  moft  of  thefe  fteps  are  either  wafhed 
out  of  their  places,  removed,  or  defaced  by  time : 
fo  that  the  afcent,  being  very  fatiguing,  is  fre- 
quently impofed  upon  the  monks  as  a  penance. 
However,  at  certain  diftances  the  fathers  have 
ere<?l;ed  feveral  little  chapels,  as  breathing  places, 
dedicated  to  one  or  other  of  their  faints,  v/ho  are 
always  invoked  upon  thefe  occafions,  to  engage 
them  to  lend  their  alfiftance. 

Though  nothing  that  can  be  properly  called  foil 
is  to  be  found  in  thefe  parts  of  Arabia,  thefe 
Monks  have,  in  a  long  procefs  of  time,  covered 
over  with  dung  and  the  fweepings  of  their  convent, 
near  four  acres  of  thefe  naked  rocks  ;  which  pro- 
duce as  good  cabbages,  fallads,  roots,  and  all  kinds 
of  pot-herbs,  as  any  foil  and  climate  whatfoever. 
They  have  likewife  raifed  apple,  pear,  plum,  al- 
mond, and  olive  trees,  not  only  in  great  numbers, 
but  alfo  of  excellent  kinds.  The  pears,  in  par- 
ticular, are  fo  efteemed  at  Cairo,  that  a  prefent  of 
them  is  fent  every  feafon  to  the  BalTa,  and  to  per- 
fons  of  the  firft  quality.  Their  grapes  are  alfo 
not  inferior,  either  in  fize  or  flavour,  to  any 
whatfoever.  Thus  this  little  garden  demonftrates, 
how  far  an  indefatigable  induftry  may  prevail 
over  nature. 

On  the  fummit  of  the  mountain  they  pretend 
to  fhew  a  print  in  the  rock  where  the  body  of  St. 
Catharine  lay  ;  for  they  affirm,  that  llie  being  tied 
to  a  wheel  at  Alexandria,  under  the  Emperor 
Maxentius,  in  order  to  be  put  to  death,  the 
wheel  fnapped  in  pieces,  and  file  being  afterwards 
beheaded,  her  body,  according  to  her  prayer  that 
it  might  not  fall  into  the  hands  of  the  infidels, 
was  carried  by  angels  to  the  top  of  the  mountain. 
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from  whence  the  Monks  brought  it  to  the  convent, 
foon  after  theedidce  was  finiflied. . 

The  fummit  of  this  mountain  is  fbmewhat  coni- 
cal, and  not  very  fpacious.  The  Mahometans, 
as  well  as  the  Chriftians,  have  there^a  fmall  chapel 
for  public  worfhip.  We  were  here  fliewn  the  place 
where  Mofes  fafted  forty  days,  wiiere  he  received 
the  Law,  where  he  hid  himlelf  from  the  face  of 
God,  and  where  his  hand  was  fupported  by  Aaron 
and  Hur  at  the  battle  with  AmeJeck,  with  many 
other  places  mentioned  in  the  Scriptures. 

Having  without  much  difficulty  defcended  down 
the  weftern  fide  of  this  mountain,  we  came  into 
the  plain  of  R.ephidim,  where  is  ,ftill  to  be  feeii 
that  extraordinary  antiquity,  the  rock  of  Meribah, 
which  has  continued  without  the  leaft  injury  from 
time  or  accidents.  This  is  a  block  of  granite 
marble,  about  fix  yards  fquare,  lying  tottering 
and  loofe,  as  it  were  in  the  middle  of  the  valley  ; 
feeming  as  if  it  had  once  belonged  to  mount  Sinai, 
which  hangs  all  over  this  plain  in  a  variety  of  pre- 
cipices. The  waters  that  gufhed  out,  with  the 
llream  that  flowed  dov/n  it,  have  hollowed  a  chan- 
nel acrofs  one  corner  of  this  rock,  about  twenty 
inches  wide  and  two  deep,  that  appears  to  be 
incrufted  ail  over,  like  the  mfide  of  a  tea-kettle 
which  has  been  long  in  ufe.  Mofs  grows  in  this 
channel,  and  ail  over  it,  we  fee  a  great  number 
of  holes,  Ibme  four  or  five  inches  deep,  and  one 
or  two  in  diameter,,  the  lively  demonltrative  tokens 
of  their  having  been  fo  many  fprings.  It  is  evident 
that  neither  chance  nor  art  could  be  concerned  in 
the  contrivance  ;  every  circumflance  points  out  a 
miracle,  and,  like  the  rent  made  in  the  rock  at 
Mount  Calvary  at  Jerufalem,  this  ftone  never  fails 
to  fill  the  mind  of  every  beholder  with  a  religious 
fur  prize. 

We  were  (hewn  by  the  Monks  feveral  other 
remarkable  places  about  this  mountain  ;  as  where 
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Aaron's  calf  was  molten  ;  where  the  Ifraelites  dan- 
ced at  its  confecration  ;  where  Corah  and  his 
company  were  fwallowed  up ;  and  where  Elias 
concealed  himfelf  when  he  fled  from  Jezebel :  but 
they  accompanied  the  hiftory  of  thefe  and  other 
places  with  fuch  ridiculous  tales,  as  will  not  bear 
a  repetition. 

Before  i  leave  this  mountain,  it  will  be  proper 
to  obferve,  that  the  part  of  it  which  lies  to  the 
weftward  of  the  plain  of  Rcphidim,  conliits  of  a 
hard  reddilh  marble,  like  porphyry  ;  but  is  dif- 
tinguiflied  from  it,  by  the  reprefentations  which 
ever}'^  part  of  it  gives  us  of  little  trees  and  bullies. 
Thefe  impreflTed  figures  refenibie  the  tamarifk,  the 
moft  common  and  flouridiing  tree  of  thefe  deferts. 
I  have  feen  fome  branches  of  this  foffil  tamarifk,  as 
I  chufe  to  call  it,  that  were  near  half  an  inch  in 
diameter:  yet  the  conftituent  matter,  v^hich  was 
of  a  dark  mineral  appearance  relembling  the  pow- 
der of  lead  ore,  crumbled  away  by  touching  it, 
like  Armenian  bole. 

The  Ifraelites  afterwards  entered  the  defert  of 
Paran,  which  lies  half  way  between  Sinai  and 
Corondel,  and  ftill  preferves  its  ancient  name. 
From  this  wildernefs Mofes  fent  a  man  out  of  every 
tribe  to  fpy  out  the  land  of  Canaan,  who  returned, 
after  being  abfent  forty  days,  to  Kadelh  Barnea, 
which  is  eleven  days  journey  from  Mount  Horeb: 
but  from  Kadefli  they  were  ordered  to  turn  into  the 
■wildernefs  by  the  Red  Sea;  and  as  a  punifliment 
for  their  murniurings,  infidelity,  and  difobedience, 
were  commanded  to  advance  no  farther  towards  the 
land  of  Canaan.  Their  marches  now  where  called 
corapaffing  of  Mount  Seir;  and  their  wandering  for 
38  years  was  probably  confined  to  that  neck  of  land 
that  is  bounded  by  the  gulphs  of  Eloth  and  Hiero- 
polis. 

But  to  return  to  the  natural  curiofities  of  thefe 
defolate  countries:  amongft  the  follils,  the  Sclenites 
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is  obferved  to  IJioot  itfelf  fometimes  for  30  or  40 
years  together  in  a  great  variety  of  fhapes  and 
colours.  The  Pfeudo-fluor  of  the  natiiralifts  alfo 
gives  a  wonderful  glaring  to  the  rocks,  and  fre- 
quently diftinguifhes  itfelf  in  large  expanfions, 
like  the  Selenites  ;  but  the  marble  called  Thebaic, 
from  its  being  dug  in  the  mountains  of  that  dif- 
tri6t,  is  much  more  common,  and  feveral  of  the 
quarries  are  flill  remaining,  from  whence  the 
Egyptians  received  their  obeiifks,  and  other  large 
pieces  of  that  marble.  A  canal  was  formed  from 
the  Nile  to  each  of  thefe  quarries,  fo  that  by  putting 
them  upon  a  float,  they  could  eaiily  convey  theni, 
efpecially  at  the  time  of  the  inundation,  to  the 
place  where  they  were  to  be  erected.  This  marble 
is  alfo  called  granite,  from  the  number  of  little 
grains  of  which  it  feems  to  be  compofed.  In  Ihort, 
between  Cairo  and  Suez  are  an  infinite  number  of 
flints  and  pebbles,  alfof  them  fuperior  to  the  Flo- 
rentine marble,  and  in  the  variety  of  their  figures 
and  reprefentations  frequently  equal  to  the  Mocha 
Hone. 

Though  there  is  no  great  variety  of  plants  in 
thefe  deferts,  and  the  few  that  are  found  are  gene- 
rally in  the  clifts  of  barren  rocks,  or  are  fupported 
on  the  fandy  plains  by  the  nightly  dews  ;  yet  the 
furface  of  the  Red  Sea,  when  calm,  difcovered, 
on  our  rowing  over  the  port  of  Tor,  fuch  a  diver- 
iiy  of  marine  vegetables,  that  they  appeared  like 
a  foreft  under  water,  and  you  have  the  additional 
pleafure  of  feeing  a  great  variety  of  urchins,  ftars 
and  fhells,  of  the  moll  beautiful  and  uncommon 
kinds. 

In  travelling  through  the  deferts  we  were  fre- 
quently ofi"ended  with  little  fwarms  of  locufts  and 
hornets;  both  of  them  of  an  unufuai  fize,  and  of 
the  ordinary  colours.  Locufts  fprinkkd  with  fait 
and  fried  are  in  tafte  not  much  unlike  the  river 
cary-fiiii :  the  Jews  were  allowed  to  eat  them  ;  and 
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upon  tbem  St.  John  the  Baptilt  fed  in  the  wilder^ 
nefs.  The  vipers,  efpecially  in  the  wildernefs  of 
Sin,  were  very  daii^erous  and  troublefome  ;  for 
"both  our  camels,  and  the  Arabs  who  attended  them, 
■were  every  moment  in  danger  of  being  bitten  by 
them ;  but  the  lizard  kind,  from  the  variety  of 
th^ir  (hapes  and  fpotted  coverings,  we  could  view 
with  more  fafety  and  pleafure. 

Near  Cairo  we  faw  feveral  flocks  of  the  Achbob- 
ba,  which  is  as  large  as  a  capon,  and  feeds  on  the 
carrion  and  naftinefs  thrown  without  the  city.  Its 
plumage  is  black  and  white;  and  in' its  form  it 
differs  but  little  from  the  ftork.  The  Achbobbas 
are  harmlefs  birds,  and  are  efteemed  by  the  Maho- 
metans as  fomewhat  facred,  on  which  account  the 
Baffa  diftributes  two  bullocks  among  them  every 
day:  this  feems  a  relic  ot  the  ancient  Egyptian 
fuperftition.  At  Corondel  I  faw  two  antelopes, 
and  two  doves  ;  but  belidcs  theie  and  a  few  fjpecies 
of  infedts,  I  did  not  meet  with  any  other  aniuial; 
for  there  is  no  place  in  the  world  which  abounds 
lefs  in  living  creatures,  or,  perhaps,  where  nature 
has  made  lefs  proviiion  for  their  fuftenance.  The 
quails  muft  have  been  fed,  as  well  as  brought  by  a 
miracle,  if  they  had  continued  alive  with  the  If- 
raelites:  and  without  the  like  miracle,  they  would 
in  the  wildernefs  have  died  with  thirft.  We  can- 
not therefore  fufficiently  admire  the  care  and  wif- 
dom  of  the  Almighty  in  providing  the  camel  for 
the  pa  (Fa  ge  of  thefe  and  other  defolate  countries: 
for  if  this  ferviceable  animal  was  not  able  to  fubfift 
feveral  days  without  water ;  or  if  it  required  a 
quantity  of  nourilhment  proportionable  to  its  bulk, 
the  travelling  in  thefe  parts  would  be  either  ex- 
tremely cumberfome  and  expenfive,  or  altogether 
impra<5licable.       ,  ^ 
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Containing  an  account  of  the  iflands  in  the  Levant,  a  particular 
defcription  of  Conftantinople,  the  Seraglio,  the  Mofques,  the 
manners  and  cuftoms  of  the  Sultan  in  his  affairs  of  ftate,  and 
alfo,  the  drefs,  religion,  marriages  and  burials  of  the  Turks ; 
together  with  their  military  and  civil  government,  diftributioa 
of  juftice  and  modes  of  pimifhment. 


'UR  author  embarked  at  Civita  Vecchia 
on  the  7th  of  June,  1655,  and  came  to  an  anchor 
before  the  port  of  Meliina  in  Sicily  in  feven  days. 
This  city  lies  oppolite  to  Reggio  in  Italy,  from 
which  it  is  diftant  about  fixty  miles.  It  was  built 
by  theMeflinians  of  Peloponnefus,  from  whom  it 
took  its  name,  it  being  anciently  called  Zande. 
Its  harbour  is  naturally  fife,  and  round  it  are 
feveralhandfome  palaces,  which  torm  an  agreeable 
profpe(5l.  1  he  entrance  of  the  port  is  fecured  by 
a  tower  on  the  fide  of  the  mole,  and  by  another 
in  the  midlt  of  it.  Oppofitc  to  the  cathedral  is  a 
grand  pizza,  in  the  middle  of  which  is  the  theatre, 
where  the  viceroy  of  Lepanto  is  repreleiited  in 
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brafs,    and  near  it  is  a    ftatiie  of  Don   John  of 
Aiiftria. 

The  Noviciate  of*the  Jefuits  ftands  upon  a  hill 
that  overlooks  the  town,  which  is  very  richj,  from 
its  great  trade  in  filk.  It  has  an  archiepifcopal  fee. 
Every  thing  is  cheap  ;  but  the  wines  are  ftrong, 
though  bad;  and  as  there  are  no  inns  for  ftrangers, 
they  are  obliged  to  logde  in  a  wretched  tavern 
by  the  harbour. 

The  ftreights  are,  rendered  dangerous  by  the 
rock  Sylla  on  thefhore  of  Italy,  and  the  meeting  of 
two  contrary  eddies  called  Charybdis,  the  waves 
of  which  beating  and  clalhing  againft  each  other, 
make  a  noife  that  feems  to  refemble  the  barking  of 
dogs. 

Sicily  is  of  a  triangular  form,  with  three  capes. 
That  now  called  Difaro  was  anciently  Pelorus  ; 
PalTaro  anciently  Pachinis  ;  and  Bocho  formerly 
Liiibaeum.  It  is  but  three  miles  diftant  from 
Italy,  from  which  it  is  feparated  by  the  above 
dangerous  ftreights  called  the  Pharo  of  Meffina  ; 
and  is  the  moil  confiderable  ifland  in  the  Mediter- 
ranean, both  for  bignefs  and  fertility  ;  for  it  is 
700  miles  in  circumference,  and  produces  plenty 
of  corn,  excellent  wines,  olives,  and  all  the  necef- 
faries  of  life,  fo  that  it  is  called  the  granary  of 
Italy.  It  contains  many  rich  towns,  but  has 
fuffbred  greatly  by  the  eruptions  of  Mount  Gi- 
bello,  or  ^tna,  as  it  is  ftiled  by  the  ancients; 
which  has  frequently  call  forth  flames  and  torrents 
of  melted  matter. 

The  Sicilians  are  revengful,  haughty,  and  jea- 
lous, elpecially  of  the  French,  whom  they  fufpe6l 
not  to  have  forgot  the  Sicilian  Vefpcrs,  and  for 
that  reafon  always  wear  their  daggers  by  their 
fides,  even  Jn  their  (hops  and  work-houfes. 

From  Mellina  he  failed  to  Agoufta,  which  is  but 
an  ordinary  town,  with  one  ftreet  ;  but  the  coun- 
try about  it  produces  excellent  wine,  that  has  a 
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firong  flavour  of  violets :  then  coafting  along  by 
Syracufe,  formerly  the  metropolis  of  Sicily,  and 
the  birth  place  of  the  great  Archimedes,  (the 
country  of  w^hich  produces  excellent  mufcadinfe) 
he  made  the  ifle  of  Malta,  which  wab  formerly 
called  Melita,  from  its  plenty  of  Honey. 

Malta  is  a  low  ifland,  and  the  foil  a  foft  chalky 
rock  ;  yet  here  are  very  good  fruits,  as  figs  and 
melons,  which  grow  without  care  ;  grapes  which 
are  good  to  eat,  but  not  fit  for  wine  ;  and  alfo 
cotton,  but  little  or  no  corn,  that  being  brought 
thither  from  Sicily  The  air  is  fo  hot,  that  there 
is  no  walking  in  the  fun  ;  and  the  nights  are  as 
intolerable,  if  not  through  the  heats,  yet  through 
the  (tinging  of  the  mufketoes.  Head-aches  and 
fore-eyes  are  there  common  and  dangerous.  The 
people  drink  their  wine  with  ice  ;  and  notwith- 
llanding  the  heat  of  the  climate,  there  are  no 
venemous  creatures  in  the  iiland,  which  is  attri- 
buted to  St.  Paul's  benedidtion.  The  iiland  is  , 
populous,  and  the  people  are  of  a  brown  com- 
plexion, and  very  revengful.  The  women  are 
beautiful  and  familiar  ;  for  though  they.hide  their 
own  faces  with  their  mantle,  they  fee  every  body's 
elfe.  They  fpeak  Arabic^  but  Italian  is  alfo  com- 
mon among  them. 

Here  are  feveral  ports  and  creeks,  but  the  chief 
havens  are  the  Great  Port,  and  that  called  Mar- 
famouchet.  In  the  Great  Port  all  the  galleys 
belonging  to  the  knights  of  Malta  are  laid  up ; 
and  all  the  veiTels  that  are  to  make  any  (lay  at 
Malta,  put  in  there,  and  are  (hut  up  with  an  iron 
chain.  Thofe  vedels  which  are  to  make  but  a 
fhort  ftay  enter  the  port  at  Marfamonchet.  . 

This  iiland  was  fuccellively  fubje<5l  to  the  Phe- 
nicians,  Carthaginians,  and  th^  Romans  ;  but  the 
Emperor  Charles  V.  gave  it  to  the  Knights  of  St. 
John  of  Jerufalem,  after  they  had  loft  the  ifland 
of  Rhodes,  which  they  had  defended  two  hundrjed 
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years  againft  all  the  power  of  Turky  ;  but  they 
no  fooner  obtained  it,  than  Sultan  Solinian,  re- 
folving  to  extirpate  -«^hem  who  had  g  ven  him  fa 
much  trouble,  fenta  powerful  ariny  againft  them% 
but  he  was  forced  to  abandon  the  ifland  in  1565^ 
after  he  had  loft  above  20,000  men  in  the  atten^pt. 
The  Knights  being  thus  delivered,  refoived  to 
build  a  new  town,  where  the  Grand  Maltci  and  all 
the  Knights  of  the  order  might  conveniently  dwelK 
They  pitched  upon  the  neck  of  land  where  the- 
caftle  of  St.  Erinc  ftands  ;  and  John  La  Valetta, 
the  Grand  Mafter,  who  laid  the  firrt  ftone,  called 
itVaetta  from  his  own  name.  Is  has  been  fince 
to  ftrongly  fortified  that  rione  exceed,  and  fevr 
places  equal  it  The  enM;ance  into  ihe  port  is  de- 
fended by  the  caftle  ot  bt.  Ernie  ;  by  the  bar* 
racks,  which  have  nine  pir^-ces  of  cannon,  and  by 
a  baftion  ;  and  on  the  other  fide  by  the  caule  of 
St.  Angelo  and  a  tower.  Thefe  barracks  are  very 
delightful,  they  having  groves  of  orange  and  le- 
mon trees  planted  in  vHios,  and  many  lountaing 
by  which  the  water  is  thrown  to  a  great  height. 
The  other  part  of  the  town  is  furrounded  with 
good  walls,  built  upon  very  high  rocks,  with  fe- 
veral  baftions  and  other  fortifications. 

From  the  port  there  is  an  afcent  to  the  town^ 
\vhich  is  but  fniail,  though  very  beautiful.  It  has 
but  two  gates,  one  of  which  leads  to  the  port,  at)d 
the  other  to  the  country.  There  are  herefeveral 
churches,  among  which  that  of  St.  John  is  the 
principal.  On  one  fide  of  it  is  a  fine  piazza,  and 
at  each  angle  a  fountain.  It  is  a  large  buildmg 
paved  with  beautiful  marble,  and  adorned  above 
with  m^ny  colours  taken  from  the  infidels.  They 
alfo  here  pretend  to  have  many  relics,  and  in  par- 
ticular, St.  John  the  Baptift's  right  hand.  Among 
the  feveral  admirable  buildings  in  the  town,  is 
the  palace  of  the  Grand  Mafter,  in  which  is  a 
fnagazine  of  arms  for  ^^  or  40,000  men^  which 
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afe  kept  very  clean  and  in  great  order.  This  pa- 
lace looks  into  a  large  fqiiare,  in  the  midft  of  which 
k  a  noble  tbimtain,  which  throws  up  great  quan- 
tities of  water  to  a  confiderabie  height,  and  even 
fupplies  the  whole  town.  The  palaces  of  the  con- 
fervatory  and  treafury  are  alfo  fine  buildings,  ai 
are  alfo  the  inns.  The  hofpital  is  well  built, 
and  the  hall  for  the  fick  Knights  is  hung  with  ta- 
peftry,  where  they  are  attended  by  Knights,  and 
ferved  in  plate.  Poor  travellers  find  entertainment 
here,  till  they  can  get  a  paifage  to  the  place  where 
they  are  bound,  and  thc^n  they  arefurnilhed  with 
provifions,  and  their  charges  paid  through  their 
voyage. 

The  Jefuits  have  a  well  built  houfe  and  a  col- 
lege ;  and  even  the  meaneft  houfes  make  a  good 
Ihew,  they  being  all  flat  roofed  and  built  of  large 
fquare  white  f^ones,  which  retain  their  colour 
long,  and  feeni  always  new.  The  flreets  however 
are  incommodious,  from  their  being  always  up 
and  down  hill,  but  they  are  wide  and  ftraight. 
The  handfomeft  of  thefe  reaches  from  the  caftle 
of  St.  Erme  to  the  royal  gate,  which  is  aimoft  a 
mile  in  length. 

The  adjacent  country  is  full  of  gardens,  and 
very  agreeable  places  of  pleafure.  About  12  miles 
from  the  city  the  Grand  Mafter  has  a  palace  built 
in  the  form  of  a  calile,  the  halls  of  which  are 
adorned  with  excellent  paintings.  It  has  very 
neat  gardens,  filled  with  orange,  citron  and  olive 
trees,  with  feveral  beautiful  fountains  ;  and  at  a 
fmall  diftance  is  a  grove  ftocked  with  game  for  his 
diverlion. 

Five  miles  from  Malta  is  the  ifland  of  Goz© 
which  is  twelve  miles  in  length  and  fix  in  breadth. 
It  enjoys  a  very  wholefome  air,  and  though  moun- 
tainous, is  aimoft  all  cultivated;  for  the  inhabi- 
tants delight  more  in  tilling  the  land  for  corn, 
than  in  any  other  fort  of  hulbandry  ;  though  it 
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has  many  places  well  watered,  and  fit  for  garden- 
ing and  palture. 

Leaving  Malta,  heJailed  by  the  ifle  of  Sapienza, 
and,  haviiig  weathered  Cape  Matapan,  came  ^to 
an  anchor  in  the  bay  ot  St.  Nicholas  in  the  ifle  of 
Cer^go.  Cape  Matapan  is  a  promontory  of  the 
Morea,  formerly  called  Taenarus.  This  country 
is  inhabited  by  the  Meinots,  a  people  who  dwell 
in  the  mountains,  without  law  or  government, 
and  live  by  robbing  of  travellers.  Cerigo  was  an- 
ciently called  Porphyiis,  from  the  great  quantity 
of  Porphyrean  marble  found  there,  and  alfo  Cy- 
thera.  Venus,  who  is  fabled  to  have  been  pro- 
duced by  the  fro  h  of  the  fea,  is  faid  to  have  firft 
dwelt  here  ;  anu  Ihe  had  a  temple  near  the  fea  fide, 
the  rums  of  which  are  ftill  fliewn.  This  is  the 
firll;  iflaud  in  the  Archipelago,  or  Mge'dn  Sea.  It 
is  60, miles  in  compafs,  and  live  from  the  main  land  ; 
and  the  Venetians,  who  are  mafters  of  it,  keep  a 
good  garrifon  there,  on  account  of  its  being  a  pafs 
of  very  great  importance. 

From  Cerigo  he  failed  to  Zia,  leaving  many  in- 
confiderableillandson  the  left  hand,  as  Melo,  An- 
timelo,  &c.  This  ifland,  which  was  anciently 
called  Ceos,  or  Cea,  is  ^o  miles  in  circumference. 
The  foil,  which  is  pretty  good,  produces  among 
other  things,  corn,  wine,  and  grafs,  and  the  har- 
bour is  full  of  fifti ;  but  the  inhabitants  are  obliged 
to  pay  a  tribute  to  the  Turks  of  3400  piafters,  and 
to  the  Venetians  2600  ;  which,  with  the  extor- 
tions and  robberies  they  meet  with,  fequently 
oblige  thefe  poor  people  to  leave  their  habitations. 
The  chief  town,  which  is  of  the  fame  name,  is 
five  miles  from  the  port,  and  contains  700  houfes, 
but  there  are  not  above  40Q  of  them  inhabited, 
the  reft  being  forfaken  fmce  the  war  of  Candia. 
Thefe  houfes  are  built  of  ftone  and  earth,  ranged 
on  the  fide  of  a  hill,  like  the  benches  of  an  amphi- 
theatre.    The  cafl.le  is  ruinous,    but  fo  ftrong. 
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that  60  Turks,  with  only  two  mufkets,  held  out 
ggaiiirt  the  whole  Venetian  army  under  General 
Morofiiii,  until  want  of  water  iorced  them  to  fur- 
render. 

From  Zia  he  failed  to  Andra,  anciently  called 
Andros,  which  is  60  miles  from  it,  and  80  in  cir- 
cuit. This  is  reckoned  the  moft  fertile  iiland  of 
the  Archipelago  ;  for  it  produces  every  thing  ne- 
cefTary,  and  moie  efpecially  lilk,  in  which  the  in- 
habitants carry  on  a  great  trade.  The  port  is 
pretty  good,  and  the  town  adjoining  to  it  has 
.about  200  houfes.  There  are  near  60  villages  in 
the  whole  ifland,  of  which  the  moft  confiderable 
are  Arm  and  Arno  Lacos,  inhabited  by  the  Ar- 
nauts,  or  Albanians,  who  amount  in  all  to  about 
1200  perfons.  Thcfe  are  of  the  Greek  church, 
and  differ  in  language  and  cuftoms.  Near  thefe 
villages  is  a  monaftery  of  a  hundred  monks,  who 
have  a  fmail  neat  church.  There  are  many  Greek 
churches  in  the  ifland,  under  the  government  of  a 
Greek  biftiop  The  Latins  have  alfo  a  bifhop 
and  fix  churches;  with  a  cathedral  dedicated  to  St. 
Andrew.  The  Capuchins  preach  in  them,  and 
keep  a  fchool,  to  which  the  Greeks  fend  their 
children,  even  from  Athens.  The  Jefuits  have 
alfo  a  church  dedicated  to  St.  Veneranda,  and  a 
houfe  near  the  valley  of  Monites,  with  a  garden 
full  of  fruit-trees  of  all  forts. 

The  Turks  difpofe  of  the  temporal  affairs  of 
the  ifland,  and  are  but  uneafy  neighbours  to  the 
Chriftians.  The  houfes  here  are  ill  built,  and 
both  the  air  and  water  bad.  The  inhabitants 
however  are  civil,  the  women  are  chafte  and  fpeak 
well,  but  their  drefs  is  unbecoming.  Thofe  who 
live  in  the  towns  love  good  cheer  and  diverfions, 
and  are  not  fond  of  labour,  but  the  peafants  are 
very  induftrious.  Their  food  is  goats  flefli ;  for 
though  they  have  good  venifon  and  wild  fowl  in 
their  woods,  they  have  neither  huntfmen  nor  fowl- 
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ing  pieces  to  kill  them.  The  fea  affords  tKeirt  n(^ 
fiii!,  and  they  have  neither  phylician  nor  furgeonj 
but,  when  they  are  Jck  betake  themielves  to  th« 
niercy  of  God  as  their  only  remedy.  f 

From  At)dra  he  failed  by  the  Negrdpont  Sciro, 
Ipiicera,  Chio,  and  Tenedo  to  Troy,  where  therft 
are  Itiil  confiderable  ruins,  and  thofe  of  great 
extent  ;  as  an  harbour,  pieces  of  large  pillars,  ^nd 
the  remains  of  a  great  temple  ;  but  the  learned 
fay,  that  ihefe  are  only  the  ruins  of  fom^  building* 
credled  there  by  the  Romans  long  after  the  de* 
Ctru(5fion  of  Troy.  From  hence  he  entered  thfe 
channel  of  the  Hellefpont,  where  the  Turks  firft 
palled  over  into  Europe  ;  and  failing  between  the 
caiites  of  the  Dar.^anells  came  to  an  anchor.  Thfe 
Pardanells  are  two  caltles,  the  one  in  Romania 
in  Europe,  on  the  very  piace  where  Seftos  former* 
]y  Hood.  Thsscafile  is  triangular,  and,  befideS 
two  baft'ons  has  three  towers  covered  with  lead, 
and  twenty  great  guns,  which  carry  ftone  bullets 
of  fixty  pounds  weight.  The  oiher  is  in  Afia, 
in  a  plain,  wliere  Abydos  anciently  ftood.  Thef^ 
forts  are  the  key  of  Conftantinople,  though  that 
city  is  fnuated  at  200  miles  diltance  ;  for  no  Ihip 
Can  pafs  them  without  leave,  or  running  the  hazard 
of  being  funk  :  and  here  all  lliips  that  come  troni 
Conitantinople  are  fiiarched  for  contraband  goodis 
and  lugitive  ilaves.  This  iireight  is  famous  for 
the  loves  of  Htroand  Leander.  From  Andra  to 
thefe  caftles  is  280  miles. 

From  thence  heUiiled  to  Gallipoli,  \xhich  is  but 
thinly  peopled.  The  Greeks  who  dwell  in  it  for 
the  moit  part  fell  raki,  or  brandy  The  doors  of 
their  houfes  never  exceed  fix  feet  high,  that  the 
Tinks  miy  not  ride  in  when  they  are  drunk,  and 
Commit  great  difor^ers.  Gallipoli  has  a  tower 
and  an  arlenai,  where  feveral  galleys  are  common- 
ly laid  up. 
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Departing  thence,  he  pafFed  the  iHe  of  Mar- 
moi^a,  which  gives  its  name  to  the  lea  thac  was 
formerly  called  the  Propoiitis,  and  failing  along 
by  tne  Seraglio  and  Conflanti»opic,  came  to  an 
anchor  at  Gaiata,  the  harbour  or  that  csty.  1  he 
iiea  ot"  Marmora,  or  the  Propontis,  lies  betw^een 
38".  and  41*'.  north  latitude,  and  the  climaie  is  ib 
temperate,  that  it  has  neithei  the  inconvenienciea 
of  iharp  cold,  nor  of  burning  heat.  Both  fides 
of  it.  have  therefore  been  adorned  with  cities  :  for 
on  the  Allan  fide  ftood  Chizico,  once  famous  for 
its  being  built  by  the  Argonauts  500  years  before 
Rome,  and  for  its  lofty  towers,  magnificent  build- 
ings, large  arfenals  and  magazines,  and  for  its 
fine  amphitheatre,  and  convenient  port ;  though 
nothing  now  remains  of  them,  but  frightful  rums, 
the  habitations  of  owls. 

Nice,  by  the  Turks  called  Ifiiich,  a  city  famous 
for  the  firft  Genera)  Council  being  held  there^ 
is  almoft  fquare,  and  ftands  in  a  fine  plain  at  the 
extremity  of  a  bay.  On  the  north  coaft  is  a  ridge 
of  hills  that  abound  with  fprings,  and  with  woods, 
vines,  and  fruit-trees.  Nice  is  encom palled  with 
walls  full  of  round  turrets,  and  is  a  pretty  large 
city  with  neat  ftreets,  it  containing  at  leaft  10,000 
inhabitants,  Greeks,  Jews,  and  Turks,  who  trade 
to  Conftantinople  in  corn,  fruit,  cotton,  and  fine 
cloth  ;  but  though  there  are  here  many  remains  of 
Pagan  and  ChrilUan  antiquities,  they  are  fo  de- 
faced by  the  Turks,  that  nothing  very  extraordi- 
nary is  to  be  difcovered. 

Montayma,  or  Nicopolis,  ftands  on  a  bay  an- 
ciently called  Cianus  Sinus.  It  is  a  fmali  town, 
but  by  means  of  the  bay  it  carries  on  a  great  trade 
to  Conilantinople  ;  for  its  nearnefs  to  Binid  oc- 
cafions  its  having  all  the  trade  of  Bithynia.  The 
inhabitants  are  about  five  or  6006  Greeks,  Turks, 
and  Jews,  who  are  merchants,  and  live  by  trading 
in  fruits,  which  they  fend  to  Conilantinople. 
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Nicomedia,  which,  next  to  Conftantinople,  has 
the  pleafanteft  fituation  of  any  city  in  the  world, 
ftands  at  the  bottom  of  a  bay,  and  runs  up  the 
lideofahili,  which  Ts  adorned  with  many  ioun* 
tains,  and  covered  with  corn,  fruit  trees,  and 
vine-yards.  Their  garden  fruits  are  extremely 
line,  and  their  melons  are  thought  to  equal  thofe 
of  Cachan  in  Perfia,  which  are  elteemed  the  beft 
in  the  world.  Here  the  remains  of  antiquity 
are  fo  numerous,  as  to  fatisfy  the  curiofity  of 
travellers.  The  city  was  built  by  the  nymph 
Olbia,  but  has  its  name  from  Nicomedes,  King  of 
Bithynia,  by  whom  it  was  enlarged.  It  is  famous 
for  the  death  of  Hannibal  and  Conftantine  the 
Great;  for  the  early  converfion  of  its  inhabitants 
to  Chriftianity  ;  and  for  the  many  martyrs  who 
there  fealed  the  faith  with  their  blood.  It  is  called 
Ifmit  by  the  Turks,  and  is  a  large  and  populous 
city,  containing  about  30,000  inhabitants,  Greeks, 
Armenians,  Jews,  and  Turks,  moft  of  whom  live 
by  trading  in  filks,  linen  cloth,  cotton,  wool, 
fruits,  earthen  and  glafs  wares,  and  feveral  other 
commodities,  which  render  it  a  city  of  great 
traffic.  It  has  many  Greek  churches,  and  hand- 
fome  mofques,  with  feveral  inns,  aud  neat  bazars 
©r  market-places.  Moft  of  the  velFels  that  belong 
to  Conftantinople  are  built  here,  though  they  are 
but  very  indifferent  fliip-carpenters.  On  the  I'ight 
fide  of  the  bay  of  Nicomedia,  is  a  fountain  of  mine- 
ral waters,  which  the  Turks  and  the  Greeks  fay 
cure  all  diftempers,  and  therefore  flock  to  it  in 
great  numbers. 

Chalcedon  was  once  famous  for  the  temples  of 
Venus  and  Apollo,  and  its  many  Chriftian  churches, 
among  which,  was  one  dedicated  to  St.  Euphe- 
mia,  where  the  fourth  General  Council  fat.  In  a 
part  of  this  church,  that  ftill  remains,  the  Greeks 
have  religious  worlhip.  But  the  city  is  now  re- 
duced to  1000  or  1 200  ruinous  houfes.  It  however 
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gives  name  to  the  adjoining  ftreights,  which  are 
called  P" return  Chalcedonicum,  Bofphorus  Chalce- 
donicus,  and  Bofphorus  Thracius.  Near  it  is  a 
light-houfe,  and  a  pleafure-houfe,  belonging  to 
the  Grand  Signior. 

On  the  Thracian  fide  Hands  Rodofto,  or  Radifto, 
a  town  fituate  at  the  extremity  of  a  bay,  which 
being  a  good  haven,  fills  it  with  inhabitants,  who 
trade  all  over  Thrace,  the  Propontis,  and  the 
Black  Sea.  It  has  three  or  four  large  mofques,  and 
fome  fmall  ones  ;  feveral  Chriftian  churches  be- 
longing to  the  Greeks,  and  two  Jewifh  fynagogues. 
The  town  lies  along  the  (hore,  and  towards  the 
land  are  many  gardens ;  but  they  are  not  very 
good,  on  account  of  the  unikifulnefs  of  the  Turkilh 
gardeners. 

Perinthus,  or  Heraclea,  which  once  gave  law 
to  Byzantium,  is  now  fubjedl  to  it.  It  has  two 
havens,  one  of  which  is  fo  choaked  up  with  the 
rubbilh  and  filth  of  the  city,  that  it  only  ferves  for 
barks  and  faicks.  The  amphitheatre  of  Heraclea, 
of  which  there  are  only  fome  ruins  remaining,  was 
one  of  the  feven  wonders  of  the  world  :  and  it  has 
ftill  many  pedeftals,  with  Greek  infcriptions  to 
Severus,  Trajan,  and  other  of  the  Emperors,  who 
had  conferred  any  fignal  benefit  upon  this  city : 
but  the  ftatues  which  once  flood  upon  them  are 
thrown  drown  and  demoliihed.  The  town  is  at 
prefent  but  thinly  inhabited,  and  carries  on  but  a 
fmall  trade,  though  the  inhabitants  have  great 
quantities  of  cotton,  olives,  fruit,  fkins,  and  wooL 
The  cathedral  is  one  of  the  fineft  in  all  Greece,  it 
having  a  handfome  roof,  and  being  very  neat  on 
the  infide.  It  has  five  or  fix  other  churches  ;  but 
none  fo  fine  as  this,  and  two  of  them  are  totally 
difufed :  but  though  the  buildings  and  trade  of 
this  city  daily  decay,  yet  the  many  Chriftian  mar- 
tyrs who  have  here  been  put  to  death,  will  keep 
up  its  memory  as  long  as  the  world  endures. 
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In  the  Propontis  are  feveral  iflands,  as  Marmorap 
which  gives  its  name  to  the  whole  fea,  and  is  about 
ten  leagues  in  com|]iafs.  Its  chief  towns  are  Gal- 
liona  and  Craft io,  where  the  Caloyers  or  Greek 
Monks  have  feveral  convents  or  hermitages.  Thefe 
Monks  are  very  auftere  in  their  way  of  living. 
The  other  iflands  are  Avefia,  whofe  chief  town  is 
of  the  fame  name  ;  it  has  two  other  villages  called 
Aloni;(  and  Arabi-Kieny,  fo  named  from  its  being 
inhabited  only  by  Arabians :  the  ille  of  Contalli, 
which  has  a  town  of  the  fame  name  ;  and  the  iiland 
of  Gadora,  that  has  only  fome  cloyfters  and  houfes 
for  Monks.  Thefe  four  iflands,  which  lie  all  in  a 
clufter,  go  all  by  the  name  of  the  firft.  They 
abound  with  cattle,  corn,  wine,  fruit,  cotton  and 
iifh. 

Nearer  to  Conftantinople  is  another  knot  of 
iflands  called  by  the  Greeks  Papa  DonifTa ;  by  the 
Europeans  the  Pope's  ifles,  and  by  the  Turks  Pa- 
pas Adaffi.  If  Conftantinople  was  in  the  hands  of 
the  Chriftians,  thefe  iflands  would  be  a  perfe6t 
paradife  ;  but  being  fubje6l  to  the  ravages  of  the 
Turks,  who  often  go  thither  to  get  drunk,  and  in 
their  liquor  rile  the  gardens  and  vineyards,  they 
lie  in  a  manner  uncultivated ;  only  a  few  Caloyers 
manure  a  fmali  piece  of  land  by  the  monafteries, 
for  herbs  and  roots  for  their  own  ufe. 

Thefe  Caloyers  are  Monks  of  St.  Bafil,  who  re- 
tain the  ancient  habit  and  way  of  living,  leading 
a  very  retired  and  auftere  life^  and  never  eating 
flelh.  They  obferve  four  lents  in  a  year,  befides 
feveral  other  fafts  ;  and  fome  among  them  are  fo 
abftemious  as  to  be  fatisfied  with  eating  a  little 
bread  and  pulfe,  dreffed  with  fait  and  w^ater,  once 
a  day;  others,  by  cuftom,  have  brought  them- 
felves  to  eat  only  once  in  two  or  three  days 
during  their  lents  ;  and  it  is  faid  that  fome  will  eat 
butfeven  times,  in  the  feven  weeks  of  their  longeft 
lent,  though  this  feems  improbable ;   but  thefe 
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are  only  the  moft  devout,  who  are  but  few  ;  for 
the  reft  order  matters  fo  cunningly,  that  they,/ 
obferve  nothing  lefs  than  rigorous  failing  ;  fbr 
though  indeed  they  eat  no  flelh,  butter,  eggs,  or  • 
oil,  and  drink  no  wine,  yet  they  ufe  other  things 
luxuriouily,  as  cavear,  oyfters,  and  other  fhell- 
fiih,  almonds,  piftachios,  and  nuts,  fi'andy,  coffee, 
and  Iherbet. 

Conftantinople  has  the  happieft  lituation  of  any 
in  the  world.  It  lies  in  Europe,  upon  a  point  of 
the  main  land  jetting  out  towards  the  Bolphorus  • 
of  Thrace,  from  whence  it  is  but  half  an  hour's 
paflage  into  Alia.  On  the  right  band  i^  the 
Propontis  or  White  Sea,  by  which  there  is  an  eafy 
palFage  into  Alia,  Egypt,  and  the  reft  of  Africa, 
whence  it  it  is  fapplied  with  all  the  commodities 
of  thofe  places.  On  the  left  hand  it  has  the  Black 
or  Euxine  Sea,  and  the  Palus  Mseotis,  by  which. 
it  is  furniflied  with  all  the  com^nodities  of  the 
north  ;  fo  that  every  thing  necelTary,  ufeful,  and 
agreeable,  is  brought  to  Conftantinople  in  the 
greateft  plenty,  the  winds  always  ferving  to  bring 
in  commodities  from  one  of  thofe  parts.  The 
port  is  naturally  one  of  the  fineft  in  the  world,  it 
being  fix  miles  in  compafs,  and  a  mile  over,  and!- 
every  where  fo  deep,  that  a  (hip  may  lay  her  hea4i 
on  (hore  without  danger. 

Thiscity,  which  was  anciently  called  Byzantium, 
was  built  by  Paufanias  king  of  Sparta  ;  but  after-- 
wards  becoming  fubject  to  the  Romans,  the  Em- 
peror Severusdemolilhed  it,  to  puniflithe  rebellion 
of  the  inhabitants.  It  was  however  afterwards 
rebuilt  by  Conftantine  the  great,  who  called  it  New 
Rome,  and  removed  the  feat  of  the  Empire  thither  : 
but  afterwards,  in  328,  called  it  Conftantinople, 
from  his  own  name  U  was  firft  befieged  under 
the  reign  of  the  Emperor  Phocas,  by  Chozroes, 
king  of  Perfia,  ,who  blocked  it  up  for  eight  years 
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together,  till  it  was  delivered  by  Heraclius  in  611, 
who  thereby  obtained  the  Empire. 

In  the  52d  year  of  the  Hegira,  Anno  Dom.  672, 
it  was  belieged  in  the  reign  of  the  Emperor  Con- 
ftantine  Pogonates,  by  Yefid,  the  fon  of  Moavia, 
the  firft  Caliph  of  the  family  of  the  Ommiades, 
when  the  Greek  Emperor  found  himfelf  fo  prefled, 
that  he  was  almoft  reduced  to  defpair  ;  for  while 
the  Saracen  army  lay  before  it  on  the  land  fide, 
they  blocked  it  up  by  a  prodigious  fleet  at  fea.  But 
the  famous  engineer  Callinicus  invented  a  kind  of 
wild-fire,  which  would  burn  under  water,  and  by 
this  means  deftroyed  the  whole  fleet.  In  717, 
during  the  reign  of  Theodofius  III.  it  was  again 
befieged  by  MofTemah  the  brother  of  Solimah, 
the  feventh  Caliph  of  the  family  of  the  Ommiades  ; 
but  was  relieved  by  Leo  the  Ifaurian,  who  caufed 
the  Emperor  to  be  fliaven  and  ihut  up  in  a  cloyfler^ 
and  then  placed  himfelf  on  the  throne. 

In  780,  Haroun  Alrafchid,  fon  of  the  Caliph 
Mahadi,  invefted  Conftantinople  with  a  vaft  army 
of  Saracens,  when  the  Greek  Empire  being  go- 
verned by  Irene,  as  regent  to  her  fon  Conftantine 
VI.  furnamed  Porphyrogenetes,  (he  found  herfelf 
fo  hard  preflfed,  that  flie  was  glad  to  deliver  herfelf 
by  a  treaty,  in  which  (he  promifed  to  pay  an  annual, 
tribute  to  the  Caliph  of  70,000  pieces  of  gold. 

The  Greek  Empire  now  began  to  decline,  and 
that  of  the  Mahometants  had  greatly  increafed, 
when  Crufades  began  to  be  formed,  under  the 
pretence  of  recovering  the  Holy  Land  ;  and  in 
one  of  the  expeditions  Baldwin  Earl  of  Flanders 
in  1204  furprifed  Conftantinople,  notwithftanding 
its  being  a  Chriftian  city,  and  caufed  himfelf  to 
be  proclaimed  Emperor  of  the  Eaft  ;  but  dying 
in  lefsthan  a  year,  he  was  fucceeded  by  his  brother 
Henry  Earl  of  Flanders,  who  held  the  government 
ten  years :  and  at  his  death  Peter  Courtney,  of 
that  noble  family  which  Itill .  fubfifts  in  England, 
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having  married  his  daughter^  fucceeded  to  the 
throne,  and  was  killed  in  the  fixth  year  of  his 
reign.  His  fon  Philip  refigned  the  Empire  to  his 
brother  Robert,  who  was  murdered  after  a  reign 
of  feven  years,  when  Robert's  fon  Baldwin  II. 
though  a  child,  fucceeded  under  the  tutelage  of 
John  de  Brenne,  who  ftiled  himfelf  king  of  Je- 
rufalem. 

At  length  in  1232,  Batu,  grandfon  of  Gen- 
gilhkan  the  founder  of  the  Tartar  empire,  after 
over  running  Mufcovy,  Poland,  Silefia,  Bohemia, 
and  Hungary,  advanced  through  Bulgaria,  to  be^ 
iiege  Conftantinople ;  when  the  eaftern  and  weftern 
Chriftians  uniting,  gave  him  battle,  routed  him, 
and  forced  him  to  abandon  his  defign. 

In  125:9,  or  according  to  others,  in  12^2,  Mi- 
chael Paleologus  recovered  Conftantinople  from 
Baldwin  Courtney,  from  which  time  it  continued 
in  the  pofTeflion  of  the  Greek  Emperors,  till  the 
year  1453,  when  Mahomet  Emperor  of  the  Turks 
laid  fiege  to  that  city  on  the  9th  of  April,  and 
took  it  by  ftorm  on  Tuefday  the  29th  of  May  ;  on 
which  occafion  the  Turks  maflacred  40,000  men 
in  cold  blood,  and  pillaged  the  churches,  monaf- 
teries,  and  palaces  ;  the  Greek  Emperor  being  as 
fome  fay  killed  in  the  breach,  or,  according  to 
others,  trampled  to  death  by  his  own  ibldiers  in 
their  flight. 

The  air  of  Conftantinople,  which  is  by  the 
Turks,  called  ftambol  or  iftambol,  would  be  very 
hot  in  fummer,  were  it  not  cooled  by  a  breeze, 
which  blows  every  afternoon  from  the  mouth  of 
the  port,  by  which  it  is  generally  rendered  very 
healthful,  fo  that  fcarce  any  difeafes  are  known 
there,  except  the  plague,  and  indeed  that  dread- 
ful diftemper  makes  a  great  havoc  every  year.  The 
city  is  of  a  triangular  figure,  one  fide  lying  to- 
wards the  Propontis,  another  towards  the  port, 
and  the  third  towards  the  land.    It  is  encompaded 
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with  good  walls,  wlMch  have  22  gates;  fix:  towards 
the  landy  as  many  along  the  port,  and  ten  on  the 
jftreight  of  the  Propor/lis  :  thefe  haye  all  landing 
places  and  ftairs^  and  the  whole  city  is  about  12  . 
miles  in  compals  excluiive  of  the  fuburbs. 

The  caftle  or  tht'  Seven'  Tovver.s  jojnsthe  walls 
on  the  continent  lidfe,.  to.  thofe  that  lie  upon  the 
Propontis.  It  was  ancieiUi)  one  of  the  city  gates, . 
and  had  four  turrets  :  but  Mahomet  11  becoming 
mafter  of  Conilaatinopie,  added  three  new  ones, 
and  made  it  a  caftle, ;  which  is  at  preient  only  ufed 
asan  honourable  prifon. 

V/ithout  the  wails,  near  one  of  thefe  turrets, 
are  two  large  ftatues  of  white  marble  in  balfo  re- 
lievo, one  of  which  feems  to  be  Endymion,  and  . 
the  other  Diana;  there  are  ahb  the  Itatues  of  the 
nine  Mufes,  and  the  horfe  Pegafus,  all  done  by 
a  good  hand.  A  fquare  tower  Itands  in  the  lea,  at 
about  two  paces  from  the  city  walls,  where  they 
fay  Juftinian  irapriibned  his  brave  general  Beii- 
fariu^. 

Near  this  tower  is  a  fountain  for  which  the 
Greeks  have  a  great  veneration,  and  upon  the 
day  of  Chrift's  transfiguration  carry  their  lick  to 
it,  give  them  fome  of  the  water,  and  cover  their 
bodies  fome  time  with  the  fand,  by  which  means 
they  pretend  that  furprifing  cures  have  been  per- 
formed. They  have  alfo  many  other  of  thefe  mi- 
raculous fountains,  for  which  they  have  a  fuper- 
flitious  regard. 

Near  this  fountain  ftands  the  Kioil\,  or  pleafure 
lioufe  of  the  Boftangi  Baila,  or  overfeer  of  the  gar- 
dens, which  is  a  pavilion  covered  overj nil, without 
the  walls  of  the  Seraglio,  and  affords  a  view  of  the 
Propontis  and  Thracian  Bofphorus  ;  but  he  being 
in  the  fourth  poif  of  the  Empire,  has  fcarcely  any 
time  for  taking  the  air. 

Beyond  this  Kiolk  are  many  cannon  planted  le- 
vel with   the  water,  to  fecure   the  entrance  intq 
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the  Seraglio  or  port,  if  any  fliould  attempt  it'  by 
force  ;  and  in  the  center  of  the  place  where  thele 
cannon  are  fixed,  is  one  of  the  four  pofterns  of 
the  Seraglio,  called  Boftan  Gapi,  or  the  gate  of 
the  gardens.  It  is  fortified  with  two  large  turrets, 
and  guarded  by  two  companies  of  Bollangis  or 
gardeners,  who  keep  all  from  entering  at  this 
gate,   but  the  officers  of  the  Seraglio. 

After  having  paiTed  the  cannon,  and  doubled 
the  cape,  we  came  to  two  KiofKs,  built  by  Sultan 
Soliman  to  take  a  view  of  the  men  of  war  as  they 
failed  out  and  came  in,  and  to  divert  hirafelf  with 
his  women.  Both  of  them  are  well  adorned  with 
gilt  cupolas  and  alcoves,  with  rich  fophas,  quilts, 
cufliions,  carpets,'  and  every  thing  fit  for  fo  great 
a  prince.  At  thefe  pleafure  houfes,  fome  fmall 
galleys  and  faics  always  attend,  to  receive  the 
Grand  Signior  and  his  train,  whenever  he  pleafes 
to  divert  himfelf  on  the  v/ater.  Thefe  are  all  that 
is  remarkable  without  the  walls  :  let  us  n5w  en- 
ter the  city. 

It  ftands,  like  old  E.ome,  upon  feven  little  hills, 
and  the  houfes  are  fo  difpofed  that  not  one  takes 
away  the  light  of  another;  the  ftreets  however 
are  moftly  narrow,  but  have  feveral  ftately  build- 
ings and  many  magnificent  mofques,  the  moft  no- 
ble of  which  is  that  of  San6ta  Sophia,  which  was 
anciently  a  Chriftian  church,  built  by  the  Empe- 
ror Juftin,  and  enlarged,  enriched  and  adorned 
by  Juftinian,  who  dedicated  it  to  Hagia  Sophia, 
or  the  Wifdom  of  God.  Tlie  Turks,  however, 
have  changed  it  into  a  mofque  without  altering  its 
name.  This  edifice  is  114  paces  in  length,  and  as 
many  in  height.  It  has  a  dome  in  the  middle  in 
the  form  of  a  flatted  globe,  and  is  paved  with  fine 
marble;  but  this  is  covered  with  mats,  to  })re- 
vent  thofe  catclfmg  cold  who  come  to  worfliip 
without  flippers.  Here  is  a  tomb  which  the  Turks 
fay  is  Conftantine's,  and  a  Hone  on  which  they 
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believe  that  the  Virgin  Mary  wafhed  our  Lord's 
linen  ;  and  for  this  Hone  they  have  a  great  reve- 
rence. The  church  was  adorned  with  Mofaic 
work,  with  crofles,  the  figures  of  Chrift,  the  Ho- 
ly Ghoft,  the  Virgin,  and  other  faints,  which  yet 
appear,  though  the  Turks  have  defaced  them  ; 
for  they  fufFer  neither  images  nor  pi6lures.  Within 
are  two  galleries  one  over  another,  that  reach 
round  the  church,  and  are  fupported  by  62  pil- 
lars ;  and  on  the  outfide  are  four  very  high  and 
llender  fteeples,  on  which  are  feveral  balconies ; 
from  which  the  Maezims  call  the  people  to  pray- 
ers. This  edifice  will  hold  40,000  people,  which 
number  ufually  meet  in  it  at  their  Bairim  or  Pafs- 
over. 

There  are  alfo  feven  other  mofques  termed  Royal 
or  Imperial :  the  chief  of  which  is  called  Solima- 
nia  from  its  being  ereded  by  Sultan  Soliman, 
whofe  coffin  remains  in  it,  adorned  with  carpets, 
and  a  turbant  with  a  plume  of  heron  feathers, 
embellifhed  with  precious  ftones  ;  and  around  this 
coffin  lamps  are  kept  continually  burning.  Se- 
veral Korans  are  chained  to  the  coffin,  that  the 
people  may  read  them,  iind  pray  for  the  foul  of 
the  deceafed  ;  and  fome  are  even  hired  to  do  this  ; 
for  the  Grand  Signiors  take  care  to  leave  a  fund 
for  continual  prayers  to  befaid  for  them  after  their 
death.  Near  this  there  is  another,  in  which  lies 
the  body  of  a  Sultana  who  was  greatly  beloved  by 
Soliman,  and  alfo  the  coffin  of  Sultan  Selim  his 
fecond  fon. 

The  new  mofque  built  by  Sultan  Achmet,  is 
one  of  the  moft  magnificent  in  Confl:antinople, 
It  is  very  large,  has  a  ftately  dome,  and  is  filled 
with  lamps  and  many  curiofities  inclofed  in  glafg 
balls ;  but  the  moft  beautiful  of  all  the  mofques 
are  thofe  of  Sultan  Mahomet,  Sultan  Selim,  and 
that  called  the  Mofque  of  the  King's  Sons,  it  be- 
ing built  by  one  of  the  fons  of  Soliman,  and  one 
©f  thofe  of  Bajazet. 
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Moll  of  the  ancient  ftatues,  obelifl^s,  and  pil- 
lars, fet  up  by  Conftantine  and  his  lucceffbrs,  are 
entirely  ruined.  The  Hippodrome,  called  by  the 
Turks,  Atmeidan,  where  they  exercife  their 
horfes  in  running,  is  ftill  to  be  feen  ;  it  is  a  large 
fquare,  550  paces  long,  and  150  broad  j  in  thte 
midft  of  which  is  an  obelifk  pretty  entire,  marked 
with  hieroglyphic  chara6ters.  At  a  fmall  diftance 
from  it  a  pretty  high  pillar,  formed  of  large  ftones 
laid  one  upon  another  without  cement ;  and  to- 
wards the  end  is  a  pillar  made  of  three  brazen  fer- 
pents  twilled  together,  the  heads  of  which  form 
the  capital. 

The  grand  Bezillian,  or  Exchange,  is  a  noble 
building,  containing  Ihops  full  of  the  richefl:  com- 
modies.  It  has  feveral  gates,  which  are  ihut  at 
jiight;  and,  as  nobody  lies  in  it,  it  is  guarded  by 
watchmen.  All  manner  of  goods  are  fold  here, 
and  each  body  of  tradefmen  have  a  part  to  them- 
feives.  There  are  likewife  feveral  Bazars,  or  public 
markets  ;  in  one  of  which  is  a  pillar  of  an  extra- 
ordinary height,  called  the  Hillorical  Column, 
becaufe  from  the  top  to  the  bottom,  which  is  147 
feet,  are  reprefented  in  bafFo  relievo  feveral  expedi- 
tions, battles,  and  other  remarkable  events,  during 
the  reign  of  the  emperor  Arcadius.  It  is  all  of 
marble,  but  much  defaced  ;  and  the  houfes  Hand 
fo  near  it,  that  there  is  not  room  to  examine  the 
figures  ;  and  though  there  are  ftairs  to  go  up 
to  the  top,  the  Turks  will  fuffer  nobody  to  afcend 
them. 

In  the  court  of  a  private  man's  houfe  Hands 
the  Column  of  the  Emperor  Marcian,  compofed 
of  l^DOtted  marble,  with. a  capital  of  the  Corinthian 
order.  It  is  about  fifteen  feet  high,  and  on  the 
top  is  a  fquare  hollow  ftone,  adorned  with  four 
eagles.  His  heart  was  probably  encJofed  within 
this  ftone,  and  his  body  interred  under  the  co- 
lumn.    There  is  alfo  another  column  called  the 
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Burnt  Pillar,  from  its  being  fo  damaged  by  a  fire 
that  happened  near  it,  that  they  have  been  forced 
to  flip  port  it  v^ith  ire  a  bars  It  coidilts  of  eight 
pieces  of  porphyry,  lb  neatly  joined,  that,  till 
it  uas  damag'-d  by  the  fire,  they  feemed  but  one 
Hone. 

1  he  word  Seraglio  liere  fignifies  no  more  tlian 
a  palace  or  noble  houle  ;  and  there  are  two  of 
thcfe  belonging  to  the  Grand  Sign'or,  to  wit,  the 
Old  and  New  heragiio  ;  wiich  lait  be^ng  by  lar  the 
moll  noble  building,  is  called  the  Giand  hciagliO. 
It  is  of  a  triangular  from:  two  fides  of  it  are 
eucompalitd  by  the  Tliracian  Bofj)horus,  and  the 
other  divides  it  from  the  town.  It  is  three  miles 
in  compais,  and  is  inclofed  by  a  firong  wall,  that 
luis  leveral  uatch  towers,  on  which  the  Agiaim 
Oglans  watch  i  ight  and  day  ;  but  though  it  has 
inatjy  pates,  b;  th  on  the  fea  and  land  lide,  only 
that  towards  the  city  is  daily  ufed,  the  reft  be  ng 
never  opened  but  on  fcn.e  jjaiticularoccafion.  1  his 
princ'pal  gates  is  guarded  night  and  day  by  com- 
panies of  porccrb  imder  the  conmiand  of  a  Cap- 
tain ;  and  a  company  of  Janizaries  watch  with- 
out the  palace,  who  are  to  give  notice  of  any 
accident. 

In  this  fcr^iglio  are  many  ftately  rooms,  that 
fiiit  the  ieafons  of  the  year  :  moft  of  which  are  upon 
level  ground,  while  others  are  upon  the  hills  and 
by  the  fea  fide,  and  are  called  Kioflis,  or  banquet- 
ing houfes  ;  among  which  is  the  chamber  where 
tl  e  Grand  Signior  gives  audience  to  his  ambalTa- 
dors,  b.  ilas,  &c.  This  room  Hands  in  a  court 
adorned  with  many  fine  fountains,  and  is  furnifhed 
with  rich  cai  pets,  and  crimfon  velvet  embroidered 
'with  pearls  ;  and  near  it  is  a  fmail  room  covered 
v;ith  liiver  plate  gilt. 

At  the  entrance  into  the  Seraglio  is  a  large  and 
{lately  gafe,  where  there  is  con (iantly  kept  a  guard 
of  fifty  men.     This  leads  into  a   very  fpacious 
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court,  into  which  the  ba(f]is  and  other  great  men 
rid  ;  niid  'lear  the  gate  is  a  piazza  to  Ihelter  the 
men  and  horles.  On  the  right  iide  is  an  hoipital 
for  all  who  tall  filk  in  the  Seraglio,  and  on  the 
left  a  place  where  timber  and  carts  are  kept  tor 
the  fervice  of  the  palace;  and  over  it  a  hall,  in 
which  are  hung  up  v^eapons  of  antiquity,  as  bows, 
head  pieces,   gauntlets,  javelins,  f^c. 

Havino;  palled  througti  this  great  court,  there 
is  another  gate,  which  is  lefs  than  the  farmer, 
but  neater  and  more  coftly  ;  in  which  there  is 
a  Itately  porch,  and  a  guard  of  porters.  This 
leads  into  another  court,  lei's  than  the  former, 
but  adorned  with  fountains  and  walks,  rows  of 
cyprelles,  and  grafs-plats  railed  in  In  this  court 
all  mull  walk  on  foot,  except  the  Grand  Signior. 
On  both  (ides  of  this  g'.te  is  an  open  gallery  ;  and 
when  any  anibaifador  enters,  or  on  other  folemn 
occafions,  the  ChiauTes  or  Purfuivants,  the  Jani-* 
zaries  or  foot-guards,  and  the  Spahis  or  horfe- 
guards,  here  Ita.id  in  their  rank^,  very  well  dreil'd. 
In  this  court  are  feveral  kitch  ns,  with  their 
offices  and  larders  ;  for  the  Sultanas  and  officers  of 
the  court.  On  the  left  fide  is  the  Sultan's  little 
liable  for  about  thirty  five  horfes,  for  his  high- 
riefs's  ufe  ;  and  over  it  a  room  for  their  furniture, 
which  is  very  rich,  and  adorned  v.ith  jewels. 
Next  the  ftable  are  rooms  for  the  officers  of  the 
Divan  :  near  them  is  the  chamber  where  the  Divan 
fits,  and  behind  that  the  gate  leading  to  the  wo- 
mens'  lodgings. 

At  the  end  of  this  coiu't  is  a  royal  gate,  that 
leads  to  the  Sultan's  apartments;  and  none  are 
to  enter  it  without  his  leave,  but  his  attendants. 
This  gate  is  kept  by  the  Capi  Aga,  or  chief 
chamberlain,  ai=Ki  a  company  of  white  eunuchs. 
The  court  is  p  ived  with  fine  marble  formed  into 
Mofiic  work,  and  adorned  with  curious  fountains 
and  a  lake,  where  the  Grand  Signior  has  a  line 
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gilt  boat  for  his  recreation.  The  buildings  whick 
are  very  fumptuous,  conlift  of  a  chamber  of  au- 
dience, already  defcrifeifd;  a  row  of  funimer-rooms 
flanding  on  a  hill^  and  affording  a  profpe6l  of 
the  fea  ;  and  a  large  hall,  which  Hands  on  pillars, 
and  opens  towards  the  eaft ;  near  which  is  the 
Grand  Signior's  bed-chamber,  the  walls  of  which 
are  covered  with  the  fineft  china,  and  the  floors 
with  Perlian  carpets  of  filk  and  gold.  The  polls 
of  thebedfteadare  filver;  and  the  canopy,  bolfters, 
mattrafles  and  pallets,  are  all  of  cloth  of  gold : 
Behind  the  hall  is  a  place  to  fhoot  in,  where  many 
bows  and  arrows  are  laid  up  for  that  purpofe.^ 

To  the  Sultan's  lodgings  alfo  belong  handfome 
gardens,  in  which  are  all  forts  of  flowers,  and 
fruits,  with  pleafant  walks  and  marble  fountains. 
There  are  likewife  lodgings  for  the  women,  which 
in  fome  meafure  referable  a  nunnery;  wherein  the 
women  Haves,  belonging  to  the  Sultana-queen, 
the  other  Sultanas,  and  the  Grand  Signior,  con- 
ftantly  dwell ;  with  bed  chambers,  dining-rooms, 
bagnios,  and  all  other  buildings  neceliary  for  their 
fervice. 

All  who  live  in  the  Seraglio  are  the  Grand 
Signior's  Haves,  as  indeed  are  likewife  all  who  are 
fubie<5t  to  his  empire ;  for  they  all  acknowledge, 
that  whatever  they  enjoy  proceeds  from  his  good 
will,  and  that  their  eftates  and  lives  are  abfolutely 
at  his  difpofal. 

The  women  in  the  Sultan's  court,  both  old  and 
young,  amount  to  about  1200.  The  Sultan's 
concubines,  who  are  kept  for  their  beauty,  are 
young  virgins  ftolen  from  foreign  nations  ;  and 
being  inftrufted  in  good  behaviour,  dancing,  mufic, 
finging  and  curious  needle-work  are  prefented  to 
the  Grand  Signior  by  the  balTa  s  and  other  great 
men  ;  whence  their  num.ber  is  uncertain.  Thefe 
virgins,  immediately  upon  their  coming  into  the 
Seraglio,  are   made  Turks,  by  being  dire(5ted  to 
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hold  up  their  finger,  and  fay  thefe  words,  "  There 
'^  is  no  God  but  God  alone,  and  Mahomet  is  the 
"  mefTenger  of  God  :"  and  then  being  examined 
by  an  old  woman,  called  the  mother  of  the  maids, 
they  are  placed  in  a  room  with  their  equals  in  age 
and  difpofition.  Thefe  women  live  like  nuns> 
for  though  they  have  large  apartments,  their  beds 
are  coarfe  and  hard,  made  of  flocks.  By  every 
tenth  virgin  lies  an  old  woman,  and  they  have 
lamps  always  burning  by  them.  Near  their  apart- 
ments they  have  baths  and  fountains  for  their 
own  ufe  ;  and  about  their  bedchambers  are  places 
for  them  to  fit  in,  and  work  with  the  needle. 

The  Sultan  never  fees  thefe  virgins,  except  when 
they  are  firft  prefented  to  him,  or  when  he  defires  • 
to  have  one  of  them  for  his  bedfellow,  or  to  divert 
him  with  mufic  or  other  paftimes.  When  the 
Grand  Signior  would  have  a  frefli  mate,  he  gives 
notice  to  the  mother  of  the  maids,  who  picks  out 
the  handfomeft,  and  having  placed  them  in  two 
rows,  brings  in  the  Sultan  ;  who,  walking  by 
them  four  or  five  times,  takes  a  view  of  them,  and 
as  he  goes  out  throws  his  handkerchief  into  her 
hand  with  whom  he  chufes  to  lie.  This  choice  is 
accounted  a  great  favour,  and  the  mother  of  the 
maids  ufes  all  her  art  to  prepare  her,  by  dreffing, 
painting,  and  perfuming  ;  and  at  night  fhe  is 
brought  to  fleep  with  the  Grand  Signior  in  certain 
chambers  fet  apart  for  that  purpofe  in  the  womens 
lodgings,  where  there  are  many  wax  tapers  burn- 
ing all  night,  and  Moorifh  women  fitting  by 
them.  In  the  morning,  when  the  Sultan  rifes,  he 
changes  all  his  apparel,  and  leaves  them,  and  the 
money  in  his  pockets,  to  her  he  lay  with,  and 
then  departs  to  his  own  lodgings  ;  from  whence  he 
immediately  fends  her  a  prefent  of  jewels,  money, 
and  vefts  of  greater  or  lefs  value  according  to  the 
pleafure  ihe  had  given  him. 
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If  any  concejve  by  the  Sultan,  and  bnng  him 
forth  his  firil  begotton  child,  (he  is  lb  led  Suliana 
Queen  ;  andit  it  is  a  iQn,  is  confirmed  andeltabiU 
fhed  by  great  feftivals:  thenceforward  fhe  has  a 
noble  apartment,  fervants,  and  a  large  revenue 
appointed  her;  and  all  perfons  in  the  Seraglio 
mull  pay  her  the  refpedi  due  to  a  queen.  The 
other  women  who  bear  him  chddren  are  called 
Sultanas,  but  not  queens,  yet  live  in  feparate 
apartments,  are  well  ft-rved  and  attended,  and 
have  no  want  either  of  money  or  appirel  ;  but  if 
it  happens  that  the  hen*  of  the  empire  d'es,  and 
another  of  the  Sultanas  has  a  fon  to  fuceed  the 
deceafed  heir,  the  Sultana  queen  is  deprived  of 
her  revenue  and  royalty,  but  remains  a  Sultana, 
and  another  becomes  queen  in  her  {lead  ;  fo  that 
the  title  runs  from  one  Sultana  to  another  by 
virtue  of  the  fon's  right  to  the  fucccffion. 

The  Grand  Sign'or  was  formerly  married  to 
the  queen  ;  but  (he  now  pades  without  celebrating 
any  nuptial  rites,  and  yet  enjoys  all  the  peroga- 
tives  of  royalty,  with  a  guard  of  thirty  or  forty 
black  ennuchs,  under  the  command  of  the  Killer 
aga.  Thefe  Sultana's  never  leave  the  Seraglio  but 
in  the  Sultan's  company,  and  are  never  ken  by 
any  but  thefe  black  eunuchs,  who  are  all  cut  otf 
clofe  to  the  belly  to  prevent  their  injuring  the 
Sultan. 

The  Grand  Signior's  fons  by  the  Sultana  queen 
are  brought  up  by  themfelves,  and  have  choice 
nurfes  provided  for  them.  His  fons  by  the  other 
Sultanas  are  aifo  brought  up  by  themfelves  ;  but 
they  may  play  with  each  other  till  they  are  fix  or 
{even  years  old.  They  live  nine  or  ten  years  with 
the  women,  and  at  about  fourteen  are  circumcifcd 
with  great  pomp  When  the  Sultan's  eldeft  foil 
is  c'rcumcifed,  he  is  fometimes  f.^nt  abroad  with 
St  fuitable  equipage   under  the  care  of  a  trufty 
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eunuch,  to  be  governor  of  Magncfia  and  the  ad- 
jacent provinces,  ab  deputy  to  his  tather  ;  but  the 
eunuch  is  bou;id  to  fend  continual  advice  to  the 
Sultan  of  h lb  Ton's  behaviour,  lb  that  if  he  tranf- 
greiies  the  iinjits  ot  his  commiilion,  he  loon  tails 
iuto  dilgrace,  and  a  fufpicion  of  rebellion. 

The  Grand  Siguior's  daugliters,  iiiters,  and 
aunts  lodge  in  ttie  fame  Seraglio,  and,  bemg 
richly  drelFed  and  royally  att-ended,  live  by  theni- 
felves  in  continual  pleafires,  till  at  their  reqveft 
the  Sultan  gives  them  in  marriage  to  the  governors 
ot  provinces,  and  other  great  men.  They  carry 
out  with  them  a  cheft  prefented  by  the  Grand 
Sigiiior,  full  of  rich  clothes,  jewels  and  money, 
to  the  value  of  about  30,000/.  fterling,  belides 
what  they  had  hoarded  for  then.felves,  which 
fometimes  amounts  to  a  confiderable  fum  ;  and  if 
the  Grand  Signior  is  difpofed  to  deal  generouily 
with  tnem,  he  even  continues  their  aiiowance  of 
1000  or  1500  afpers  a  day,  which  they  enjoyed 
in  the  Seraglio,  and  alfo  furnilhes  their  houfes. 
As  for  the  hufband,  he  is  to  make  her  a  bdl  of 
dowry  ofatieaft  100,000  chequ^ns  in  money,  be- 
fides  vefts,  jewels,  and  other  ornaments.  They 
however  ftili  converfe  with  no  other  men  than  their 
hulbands,  and  with  the  Sultan's  leave  are  allowed 
to  vilit  their  old  acquaintance  in  the  Seraglio. 
Thefe  are  the  only  women  in  Turky  who  claim 
the  privilege  of  having  a  man  to  themfelves. 
They  alFume  the  ftate  of  queens,  and  have  their 
hulbands  in  as  much  fubje<51ion,  as  other  Turkifli 
hulbands  have  their  wives  ;  oblige  them  to  put 
away  all  the  reft  of  the  r  women,  how  long  foever 
they  have  lived  with  them  ;  and  it;  feldom  fails  to 
prove  fatal  to  the  hulband,  if  he  takes  another 
woman  to  his  bed. 

The  other  women  either  grow  old  in -the  Serag- 
lio, and  by  that  means  become  the  miftrelfes  of 
the  young  ones,  or  are  fent  into  the  Old  Seraglio, 
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which  they  moft  defire,  becaufe  from  thence  they 
may  be  married,  with  the  confent  of  the  miftrefs, 
and  carry  away  the  riches  they  have  been  able  to 
obtain.  Hither  alfoaTter  the  Sultan's  death,  are 
all  the  Sultanas  fent,  except  the  Sultana  queen  ; 
and  if  they  are  wealthy,  they  with  the  confent  of 
the  Grand  Signior,  marry  men  of  diftin6lion. 

Notwithftanding  thefe  privileges,  the  women 
of  the  Seraglio  are  feverely  punillied  for  their 
faults,  by  being  beat  by  their  overfeers.  If  they 
prove  diibbedient  and  incorrigible,  they  are  by 
the  Sultan's  orders  fent  into  the  Old  "Seraglio,  and 
the  belt  part  of  what  they  had  amaffed  is  taken 
from  them  ;  but  if  they  are  found  guilty  of  witch- 
craft, incontinence,  or  any  fuch  notorious  crime, 
they  are  bound  hand  and  foot,  and  being  put 
into  a  fack,  are  in  the  night  caft  into  the  fea. 

The  proviiions  of  the  Seraglio  are  drelTed  by 
iabout  two  hundred  officers  of  the  kitchen.  Thefe 
begin  their  bufinefs  early  in  the  morning,  for  the 
Grand  Signior  riling  betimes,  muft  always  have 
fomething  ready  for  his  breakfaft  ;  he  dines  at  ten 
o'clock,  and  fups  at  fix,  both  in  fummer  and 
winter.  He  fits,  according  to  the  Turkifh  falhion, 
'with  his  legs  acrofs,  and  has  a  rich  napkin  laid 
before  him.  He  carves  for  himfelf,  but  ufes  neither 
knife  nor  fork ;  for  his  meat  is  fo  tender,  that  he 
eafily  pulls  it  in  pieces  with  his  fingers.  He  has 
two  wooden  fpoons,  the  one  for  his  pottage,  and. 
the  other  to  fup  the  fyrups  with  which  he  quenches 
his  third.  He  taftes  ail  the  di flies  one  by  one, 
and  commonly  clofcs  his  meals  with  a  tart.  After 
which  he  drinks  a  draught  of  flierbet,  and  w^aflies 
his  hands  in  a  gold  bafon  fet  with  precious  Hones. 

The  queen  and  Sultanas  are  at  the  fame  time 
ferved  by  the  black  eunuchs,  but  they  have  only 
copper  (iiflies,  unlefs  the  Sultan  is  with  them. 
They  drink   their   Iherbct   with    fnow,  which  is 
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brought  from    the   hills,  and  kept  under  ground 
for  that  purpofe. 

The  Grand  Siginor,  Sultanas,  and  BafTa's  bread 
is    made   of  the  wheat   brought  from  Burfa,  and 
ground  there,  which  is  very  white.     The  reft  of 
the  bread  for  the  Seraglio  is  made  of  corn  brought 
out  of  Velo  and  Greece.    There  are  vaft  quantities 
of  bread  confuraed  in  the  Seraglio,  as  every  one 
has  a  large  allowance  made  by  the  chief  Vizier.   A 
vaft  quantity  of  fugar  is  fpent  in  Iherbets,  and  bo- 
clave,  but  they  eat  little  fpice  except  pepper  :  this 
is   brought  out  of  Egypt,  with   a  great  quantity 
of  conferves,    dates,  prunes,    pickled    meat,  and 
dried  plumbs.     The  honey   ufed   by   the  Sultan 
comes  from  Cis  :    and  the   reft   from   Walachia, 
Tranfilvania,  and  Moldavia,  in  great  earthen  jars. 
The  oil  is    brought  from   Modon,  and  Coron  in 
Greece,  and   is  much  ufed  in    meats  and  lamps  ; 
but  the  Sultan  only  eats  what  comes  from  Candia 
and   Zant,    which  is  the  beft.      Their  butter  is 
brought  by  way  of  the  Black  Sea  from  Bogdiano 
and  CafFa,  in  ox  and  buffalo  hides  :  for  they  eat 
little  or  no   freih  butter,  nor  much  milk,  except 
four  or  clotted  cream.     There  are  fpent  in  the  Se- 
raglio in  dried  beef,  of  cows  killed  when  big  with 
calf,  (when  their  flefh  isfuppofed  to  be  moft  tender 
and  favory)  400  yearly  ;  and  the  daily  provifions 
are  200  (heep,   100  lambs  and  kids  in  their  feafon, 
10   calves,  50  geeih,  100  hens,  100  chickens,  and 
200  pigeons.    Though  the  fea  yields  plenty  of  fifh, 
there  is  but  little  eaten  in  the  Seraglio,  and  there- 
fore the  Chriftians  buy  it  cheap.     The  Seraglio  is 
alfo  plentifully  ferved  with  fruit  from  the  Sultan's 
gardens,  and  from  prefents  fent  from  all  parts. 

The  Grand  Signior's  clothes  differ  little  in  fa- 
Ihion  from  thofe  of  other  men,  only  they  exceed 
them  in  length  and  richnefs.  His  turban  refem- 
bles  thofe  of  the  badas  ;  but  he  wears  plumes 
with  gold  clafps,  which  they  do  not.  He  lleeps 
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upon  mattralTes  of  velvet  and  cloth  of  gold,  co- 
vered in  fummer  with  flieets  en^broidered  with 
iilk,  and  in  winter  '^v^th  fables.  The  women's 
habit  is  much  like  the  mens ;  for  they  wear 
breeches  and  biilkins,  and  even  lleep  in  them  ;  but 
they  have  thin  ones  for  the  fummer,  and  thick 
ones  tor  the  winter. 

When  the  Sultan  goes  by  w^ater,  he  is  carried 
in  his  faic  or  barge,  covered  with  crimfon  velvet, 
richly  embroidered,  under  which  he  fits  while  his 
Agas  fland  about  him.  This  vellel  is  rowed  by  the 
Aglaim  Oglans,  the  Boftangi  BalTa  fteering  it. 
When  he  goes  by  land,  he  always  rides  on  horfe- 
back,  and  commonly  proceeds  out  of  the  great 
gate  of  the  palace.  When  he  goes  to  the  mofque 
on  Fridays,  he  is  accompanied  through  the  city 
by  all  the  bafTas  and  grandees  of  the  Port,  and 
by  a  large  retinue  of  fervants  ;  the  people  in  his 
way  following  him  with  repeated  acclamations, 
willing  him  happinefs,  which  he  returns  by  a  nod  ; 
and  fuch  as  are  or  believe  "themfelves  wronged, 
prefent  their  petitions  to  him  ;  which  are  received, 
and  being  read  at  his  return,  he  gives  orders  for 
redrefling  their  grievances,  to  make  good  the  title 
he  gives  himfelf  of  being  The  Refuge  of  the 
World. 

Upon  the  firft  day  of  the  Bairam  or  Carnival, 
the  Sultan  Ihews  himfelf  publicly,  and  fuffers  all 
the  great  men  and  his  principal  fervants  to  kifs  his 
veil.  He  is  at  this  time  richly  adorned  with  his 
beft  jewels,  and  feated  under  a  throne  on  a  Per- 
fian  carpet :  the  Grand  Vizir  tells  him  the  names 
of  the  perfons,  that  he  may  take  particular  notice 
of  them,  and  he  Ihews  a  peculiar  refpe<5t  to  the 
Tufti,  Cadelefchers,  and  other  Do61:ors  of  the 
Law.  The  ceremony  being  ended,  he  goes  to 
the  mofque  of  Sanc^ta  Sophia,  the  company  at- 
tending him,  and  hears  divine  fervice  and  a  fer- 
nion  ;  which  being  concluded  he  retires  to  his  own 
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lodging  and  dines  alone,  as  upon  other  days,  yet 
orders  a  fumptuous  banquet  in  the  divan  for  the 
BalTas,  and  other  great  officers,  and  a  great  din- 
ner in  the  court  yard  for  the  reft  of  the  company : 
which  being  over,  he  fends  a  new  year's  gift  to 
all  according  to  their  qualities.  During  the  time 
of  the  Bairam,  he  caufes  fire-works  to  be  played 
off  all  night ;  the  Sultan  and  Sultanas  diverting 
themfelves  with  thefe  and  other  amufements.  The 
Grand  Signior  alfo  receives  prefents  at  this  time 
from  the  Baflas  and  other  great  perfons,  who 
ftrive  to  exceed  each  other  in  the  value  of  their 
gifts,  in  order  to  obtain  his  favour. 

The  Bairam  is  alfo  celebrated  at  the  fame  time 
in  all  the  Grand  Signior's  dominions,  as  well  as 
at  Conftantinople,  the  ftreets  being  adorned  with 
pretty  devices,  and  the  Turks  giving  a  loofe  to 
mirth,  which  renders  it  very  dangerous  for  th$ 
Chriftiansor  Jews  to  ftir  abroad  ;  for  thefe  Maho- 
metans on  having  laid  afide  their  ufual  fobriety, 
become  very  infolent,  and  will  injure  their  per- 
fons if  they  do  not  give  them  what  money  they 
demand. 

When  an  AmbalTador  from  any  great  prince  is 
to  be  introduced  to  the  Sultan,  the  Grand  Vizlef 
calls  a  divan  of  all  the  great  officers  of  the  Port, 
and  the  ChiaufTes,  Spahis,  ahd  Janizaries  are  or- 
dered to  drefs  themfelves  in  the  beft  manner  they 
are  able,  and  to  ftand  in  the  fecond  court.  The 
divan  being  fet,  the  chief  Vizier  fends  a  Chiaufs 
BalTa,  with  a  party  ofChiaufTes  on  horieback,  to 
eondu61:  the  Ambaffiidor  to  the  divan,  where  he  i$ 
placed  clofe  to  the  Vizier,  who  having  compli- 
mented him,  entertains  him  at  dinner,  and  then 
conducts  him  to  a  room  by  the  Imperial  gate, 
with  his  attendants  till  the  Sultan  is  ready  to  re- 
ceive him.  Mean  while  the  Ambaffador's  prefent 
is  carried  about  thefecond  court,  in  fight  of  all  the 
people,  and  then  brought  to  the  Sultan,]  upon 
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which  the  Grand  Vizier  fends  the  AmbafTador  fe- 
veral  vefts  for  himfelf  and  his  gentlemen,  to  put 
on  for  that  ceremony  ;  thofe  for  him  are  cloth  of 
gold  ;  but  thofe  for  the  reft  are  of  little  or  no  value. 
The  Ambairador  is  then  conducted  by  the  Mafter 
of  the  Ceremonies  to  the  Sultan,  and  having  kiffed 
hisfleeve,  the  druggerraan  or  interpreter  declares 
the  AmbafTador's  commiffion  ;  upon  which  the 
Sultan  addreffing  himfelf  to  the  Grand  Vizier,  re- 
fers all  proceedings  to  his  difcretiorr,  and  then 
the  Am balfador  departs,  bowing  to  the  Sultan. 

The  Seraglio  may  be  properly  termed  the  femi- 
nary  for  educating  the  principal  officers,  and 
fubordinate  rulers  of  the  empire.  Among  thefe 
are  the  Aglaim  Oglans  or  untutored  youths,  of 
which  there  are  fix  or  feven  hundred,  from  twelve 
to  thirty  years  of  age,  and  being  Chriftian  chil- 
dren, are  taken  up  every  three  years  in  the  Morea, 
and  throughout  all  parts  of  Albania.  Thf;fe  are 
of  fuch  families  as  are  of  the  moft  warlike  difpofi- 
tion  ;  and  they  are  no  fopner  brought  into  the 
Seraglio,  than  they  are  circumcifed.  They  are 
at  firft  put  to  very  bafe  and  flavifh  employments, 
but  afterwards  fuch  as  have  a  defire  to  learn,  are 
taught  to  read  and  write,  and  generally  all  of 
them  learn  to  wrcflle,  leap,  run,  throw  the  iron 
bar,  Ihoot  with  the  bow,  difcharge  a  mufket,  and 
all  other  excercifes  belonging  to  a  Turkifli  foldier. 
Thefe  are  alio  ufually  employed  in  putting  a  great 
man  to  death,  notwithftanding  which  they  are 
capable  of  being  raifed  to  the  higheit  pofts,  as 
BalTas  of  cities  and  provinces,  and  even  to  the 
dignity  of  Vizier  Azem,  or  Prime  Minifter. 

The  Jchoglans  are  educated  in  the  Seraglio  in 
^  much  better  manner  than  the  former ;  they  ftudy 
both  the  law  and  military  excercifes,  and  are  to 
underfland  the  government  of  the  Empire  in 
general.  By  the  ancient  inflitution,  theyfliould  be 
the  npbleft  Chriftian  captives  that  can  be  found  ; 


IN  THE  LEVANT.  429 

hut  the  Capi  Aga  or  principal  Chamberlain,  with 
the  Sultan's  confent,  brings  in  fome  natural- born 
Turks  who  have  handlome  perlbns,  and  are  of  a 
promiling  difpofition.  The  number  of  thefe  com- 
monly amounts  to  about  100.  Immediately  on 
their  entering  the  Seraglio^  they  are  taught  the 
rites  and  ceremonies  of  the  Mahometan  law,  polite 
behaviour,  and  manly  excercifes ;  for  which  pur- 
pofe  they  pafs  through  four  fchools.  In  the  firft 
which  they  enter,  they  learn  lilence  ;  the  poftures 
of  holding  dov/n  their  heads,  with  their  hands 
before  them  joined  acrofs,  as  an  expreffion  of  re- 
verence when  they  Hand  before  the  Sultan.  They 
then  learn  to  read  and  write  the  Turkifh  tongue, 
and  to  fay  their  prayers  by  heart  in  Arabic.  Hav- 
ing ftaid  here  five  or  fix  years,  they  are  removed 
into  the  fecond  fchool,  where  they  are  taught  the 
Perfian,  Arabian  and  Tartarian  tongue,  and  alfo 
to  wreftle,  fhoot  the  bow,  throw  the  iron  mace, 
tofs  the  pike,  and  handle  their  weapons.  Having 
fpent  four  or  five  years  here,  and  becoming  ftrong 
men,  they  are  removed  to  the  third  fchooi,  where 
they  are  taught  to  ride,  and  inftru6led  in  military 
exercifes.  Befides,  every  one  learns  a  trade  necel- 
fary  for  the  fervice  of  the  Sukan,  as  to  fliave,  to 
attend  at  the  bath,  or  to  keep  hawks.  While 
they  are  in  this  fchool  their  punilhments  arefevere, 
and  for  great  faults  their  mafters  will  give  them 
100  blows  on  the  foles  of  their  feet,  ib  that  they 
are  frequently  left  for  dead.  Befides,  they  are  not 
allowed  to  be  familiar  with  any  but  their  com- 
panions.  They  are  attended  by  eunuchs,  in  order 
to  keep  them  from  lewdnefs,  who  lie  in  their  bed- 
chambers. On  their  entering  the  fourth  Ichool, 
all  arts  are  tried  to  difcover  whether  they  have  no 
inclination  to  Chriftianity  ;  and  having  been  pro- 
ved, are  preferred  to  the  prince's  chamber,  where 
all  punilhments  ceafe,  and  they  may  freely  converfe 
with  the  great  men  of  the  Seraglio,     When   the 
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Grand  Signior  goes  abroad  upon  pleafure  with- 
out his  women,  he  takes  them  along  with  him,  arid 
out  of  them  he  choofes  his  Agas  and  Balfas. 

The  white  eunuchs  are  about  200,  and  among 
thefe  are  the  chamberlain,  whofe  falary  amounts 
to  about  3I.  iterling  a  day  ;  the-treafurer  of  the 
bouihold,  who  fucceeds  the  chamberlain  when  he 
dies  ;  the  mailer  of  the  wardrobe,  whofe  falary 
amounts  to  fifty  (liillings  a  day,  and  ufually  fuc- 
ceeds the  former  ;  and  the  keeper  of  the  Seraglio, 
who  has  forty  fnillings  a  day.  The  white  eunuchs 
are  brought  up  with  the  Ichoglans,  and  are  taken 
from  the  fourth  fchool,  to  ferve  the  Grand  Signior, 
who  employs  them  in  the  government  of  his  other 
Seraglios,  and  his  feminaries  of  youth  at  Conftanti- 
nople,  Adrianople,  and  other  places  ;  he  makes 
them  bailas  of  Cairo  and  Aleppo,  and  other  cities^ 
and  fometimes  viziers  of  the  bench. 

The  black  eunuchs  and  women  ferve  the  Sul- 
tanas; they  are  brought  up  like  the  white  ones, 
and  afterwards  ferve  and  wait  at  the  Sultanas  gate. 
Their  bufinefs  is  to  carry  melTages  and  notes  from 
the  Sultanas  to  the  Capi  Aga  to  be  delivered  to 
the  Sultan,  and  to  attend  upon  the  ladies  in  lick- 
nefs  and  health. 

In  the  Seraglio  there  are  alfo  buffoons,  tumblers, 
muficians,  wreftlers,  and  mutes ;  thefe  laft  are  in  • 
great  requeft,  becaufe  the  Grand  Signior  thinks  it 
below  his  dignity  to  fpeak  to  any  about  him 
familiarly,  and  therefore  makes  himfelf  merry 
v^ith  thefe  mutes,  who,  though  deaf  and  dumb, 
will  reafon  and  difcourfeof  any  thing  by  nods  and 
iigns. 

The  Old  Seraglio  is  about  three  quarters  of  a 
mile  in  compafs,  and  feated  in  the  fineil  part  of 
the  city.  It  is  furrounded  with  a  high  wall,  and 
contains  very  handfome  buildings,  but  has  only 
one  gate,  which  is  of  iron,  and  kept  by  a  guard 
pf  white  eunuchs.     Its  iiihabitanls  are  only  women 
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and  eunnchs,  the  former  being  the  Sultanas  of 
the  deceafed  Grand  Signior,  and  fuch  as  have 
fallen  into  difgrace  with  the  Sultan,  either  for 
their  ill- behaviour,  or  for  fome  infirmity  or  defeat, 
which  renders  them  unfit  for  his  bed.  They  are 
governed  by  an  old  woman,  called  the  Woman 
Overfeer.  The  Sultanas  have  feparate  lodgings, 
and  are  pretty  well  ferved,  though  much  be- 
neath the  dignity  they  enjoyed  in  the  Sultan's 
Seraglio  ;  however,  if  they  are  rich  they  take 
care  to  make  it  known,  and  that  procures  them  a 
hufband. 

Near  the  Tea  fide,  the  Grand  Signior  has  a  liable 
of  1000  horfes,  and  lefTer  itables  at  his  houfes  of 
pleafure  in  the  country.  He  has  alfo  ftuds  in 
Burfa,  Adrianople,  and  many  other  places  for 
ftallions,  which  furnilh  him  with  very  fine  colts. 
Horfes  are  likewife  daily  fent  him  from  Cairo, 
Damafcus,  Bagdat,  and  other  places  by  the  baiTas. 
For  his  meaner  fervants  he  has  horfes  from  Waia- 
chia  ;  and  for  his  baggage  5000  mules  to  carry 
pavilions,  chefts,  water,  and  other  neceiTaries  for 
travelling. 

The  Seraglios  in  Conftantinople  built  by  pri- 
vate perfons  make  a  difagreeable  appearance,  to 
prevent  their  giving  jealoufy  to  the  Grand  Signior, 
and  are  inclofed  by  very  high  walls.  They  have, 
however,  very  beautiful  apartments,  adorned  with 
gold  and  azure.  In  the  halls  and  chambers  is  a 
rifing  about  a  foot  higher  than  the  floor,  which 
they  call  a  Divan.  This  rifing  is  covered  with 
richer  carpets  than  the  reft  of  the  room,  and  with 
embroidered  cufhions,  fet  clofe  to  the  wall.  Here 
they  reft,  receive  vifits,  and  fpend  moft  of  the  day. 

There  are  alfo  many  great  buildings  in  this 
city,  called  Hans,  with  galleries  and  chambers, 
built  of  free-ftone  round  a  court,  where  merchants 
have  both  lodgings  and  warehoufes.  The  Cara- 
Yanferasare  built  in  the  fame  manner  as  the  Hans^ 
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but  are  only  ufed  to  lodge  poor  travellers,  and 
the  fervants  belonging  to  caravans,  who  have 
rooms  there  for  little  ojr  nothing.  The  houfes  of 
Conftantinople  are  very  indifferently  built  of  wood, 
and  the  ftreets  are  crooked,  narrow  and  uneven. 

The  fuburb  of  Conftantinople,  which  is  called 
Galata,  is  only  feparated  from  it  by  the  port, 
in  which  there  are  fmall  boats  and  wherries  to 
carry  paiTengers.  Galata  is  a  pretty  large  place, 
and  the  houfes  are  well  built.  Many  Greeks  live 
there,  and  the  Franks  or  Chriftians  have  even 
five  monafteries,  and  as  many  churches.  By  the 
fea-fide  there  is  the  fineft  fifli-market  in  the  world. 
The  Greeks  here  keep  many  taverns,  which  draw 
the  Turks  hither  from  Conftantinople,  who  are 
very  infolent  in  their  drink.  Beyond  Galata  lies 
Pera,  a  large  borough,  feparated  only  by  burying 
places:  and  in  this  town  refide  the  ambalfadors 
from  Chriftian  princes.  There  is  alfo  a  large 
village  named  CafTumpafha,  feparated  from  Galata 
by  the  burying  places  ;  where  is  the  arfenal  for 
building  (liips  and  galleys,  in  which  are  120 
docks,  and  a  magazine  of  arms  for  60,000  men  ; 
but  it  is  inaccellible  to  Chriftians. 

Thf  Turks  are  generally  well  fhaped,  and  of  a 
robuft  and  ftrong  conftitution,  having  fcarcely  any 
crooked  perfons,  or  cripples  among  them.  Their 
habit  appears  graceful.  Next  their  Ikin  they  wear 
a  pair  of  drawers,  and  over  them  a  (hirt  and  a  do- 
liman  made  of  fattin,  taffety,  or  other  neat  ftufF, 
which  reaches  down  to  their  heels  like  a  clofe  bo- 
died calTock  ;  it  is  quilted  in  winter,  and  this  they 
gird  about  them  with  a  faffl  or  leathern  belt,  which 
is  fometimes  adorned  with  gold  or  filver  buckles  ; 
in  this  they  generally  wear  two  daggers,  the  han- 
dles and  fheaths  of  which  are  fometimes  adorned 
with  gold  and  lilver,  and  perfons  of  great  diftinc- 
tion  have  them  ornamented  with  precious  ftones. 
In  this  girdle  they  alfo  carry  their  pouch  for  to* 
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fe^cco.  Over  the  doliman  they  wear  a  kind  of 
night  gown,  which  in  winter  time  thofe  who  are 
able  line  with  rich  furs.  Their  ftockings  are  ot 
cloth,  footed  with  red  or  yellow  leather,  and  theii^ 
Hioes  are  of  the  fame  colour.  Their  heads  are 
covered  with  a  crimfon  velvet  cap,  about  which 
they  wrap  a  red  or  white  turban,  which  is  a  fcarf 
of  linen  or  filk  fluff  many  ells  long. 

The  Janizaries  wear  upon  fome  particular  occa-< 
fions  a  fercola  or  cap  of  ceremony,  which  hangs 
down  behind,  and  has  a  pipe  of  gilt  leather  beforei 
half  a  foot  long,  that  reaches  to  the  middle  of  their 
foreheads;  but  they  generally  wear  a  turban  of 
white,  red,  or  other  filk* 

The  Turks  fliave  their  heads,  and  fay  the  devil 
neftles  in  long  hair  ;  but  they  have  a  great  efteent 
for  a  perfon  with  a  venerable  beard.  They  ac- 
count it  a  great  affront  to  take  a  perfon  by  the 
beard,  and  fwear  by  the  head  or  beard  of  their  fa- 
ther, the  Grand  Siginor,  or  tlie  like.  They  falut^ 
each  other  by  laying  their  hands  upon  their  heart* 
and  bowing  a  little,  faying.  Peace  be  with  you* 
when  the  perfon  faluted  returns  the  fame  anfweri 
The  left  hand  is  the  moft  honourable  fide  with  the 
Turks,  from  its  being  the  fword  fide. 

The  Turkilh  women  are  generally  beaiitiful* 
flraight,  and  well  Ihaped ;  but  they  never  go 
abroad  without  a  veil.  They  paint  their  eye- 
brows of  a  blackifh  colour,  and  their  nails  of 
a  reddifli  brown.  They  are  cleanly  and  neat, 
from  their  bathing  twice  a  week  :  their  clothing 
is  much  like  the  men's>  except  their  head  drefs ; 
for  they  have  a  long  trefs  of  hairthat  reaches  down, 
to  the  fmail  of  their  backs  ;  and  if  they  want  hair, 
they  uk  an  artificial  trefs,  or  cafe  of  fatin.  In 
the  houfe  they  cover  their  heads  with  a  cap  of  red 
cloth,  like  our  night  caps,  but  with  four  points  oa 
the  tojp  ;  to  the  middle  of  which  thofe  who  cart 
afford  it  flitch  a  round  of  pearls^  and  tie  it  be lo# 
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with  an  handkerchief  of  fine  ftufF,  wrought  with 
flowers  of  gold  and  filk  ;  but  when  they  go  abroad 
they  change  it  for  cne  made  of  gilt  pafte board, 
and  muffle  their  heads  fo  in  linen  cloth,  that  no- 
thing but  their  eyes  are  uncovered :  even  their 
ihift  lleeves  cover  their  heads,  for  it  is  efteemed  in- 
decent to  Ihew  any  part  of  their  bodies.  The 
head  drefs  of  the  ladies  is  made  up  of  handkerchiefs 
of  fevefal  colours,  wrought  with  gold  and  lilver, 
$dorned  with  all  manner  of  precious  (tones,  and 
ivith  many  forts  of  flowers.  They  can  put  it  otF 
or  on  without  undoing  it,  and  ufualJy  wear  it  fe- 
Veral  days,  and  then  put  it  into  another  falhion  ; 
but  it  is  frequently  fo  heavy  as  to  be  burdenfome  to 
them.  Their  outward  garment  is  a  white  gown, 
edged  at  the  bottom  with  gold  laces  and  fringes, 
and,  like  the  men's,  lined  with  furs  in  winter, 
l^he  ladies  of  the  Seraglio  fometimes  wear  a  fur 
cap,  and  others  a  round  platine  with  feathers  on 
each  fide. 

As  the  Turks  make  great  ufe  of  bathing,  they 
nave'  many  handfome  bagnios  in  every  town  ;  and 
the  fmalleft  village  is  feldom  without  one.  They 
are  all  made  of  the  fame  fafhion,  and  differ  only 
In  their  fize  and  ornaments.  AH  who  go  into 
them  (have  oflT  the  hair  of  their  bodies,  and  go  in 
naked,  except  a  napkin  about  their  waifts,  after 
having  been  well  rubbed  by  a  fervant  both  behind 
and  before.  Such  as  cannot  (have  themfelves, 
fetch  o(F  the  hair  with  the  powder  of  a  certain  mi- 
neral called  Rufma,  which  being  mingled  with 
lime  and  hot  water,  and  laid  upon  any  place,  will 
fetch  off  the  hair  in  half  a  quarter  of  an  hour's^ 
time.  In  Malta  they  ufe  opiment  for  the  fame 
end.  After  bathing,  a  fervant  cleanfes  the  body 
from  all  filth  with  foap  and  cloths,  and  then  they 
are  dried  with  warm  napkins.  The  pooreft  man  or 
woman  goes  to  the  bath  at  leaft  once  a  week,  the 
Women  being  only  ferved  by  women  ;  for  it  is  ^ 
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icapital  Grime  for  the  men  to  go  into  a  bath  where 
the  women  are.  Great  peribns  hav^  theni  in  their 
hoiifes  for  themfelves  and  wives. 

The  Turks  have  no  fumptuous  feafts,  and  not 
being  fond  of  luxuries,  coolc  their  meat  themfelves. 
Their  ufual  food  is  pilaw,  which  is  rice  boiled 
with  a  pullet,  a  piece  of  beef,  mutton,  or  the  l.iie  ; 
or  tor  want  of  meat,  with  butter.  Their  bread  i$ 
light,  but  Cioarfe  and  flat  like  our  bifcuit.  They 
fpread  a  earpet  of  Turky  leather  on  the  ground, 
and,  fqijatting  down  erofs  legged  like  tailors, 
eat  it  with  wooden  fpoons,  faying  before  they 
eat,  In  the  name  of  God.  They  pull  their 
meat  into  pieces  with  their  fingers ;  for  they 
never  ufe  knives  or  forks,  and  then  every  one  takes 
his  Ihare.  They  feldom  drink  at  their  meals,  but 
having  eaten,  rife  and  drink  water,  and  then  re. 
turn  thanks  by  faying,  God  be  praifed  ;  and  hav- 
ing.finilhed  their  meals,  they  walh  their  hands. 

They  ufqally  drink  water,  becaufe  wine  is  for:- 
jbidden  by  the  Koran  ;  but  the  debauchees  fay 
that  this  is  a  counfel,  and  not  a  precept;  but  there 
are  very  fevjr  who  drink  it  publickly,  except  the 
Janizaries.  Perfons  of  all  ranks  drink  at  leaft  two 
or  three  difl^es  of  coflfee  every  day.  They  have 
alfo  fherbet,  a  very  pleafant  liquor,  of  which  they 
have  feveral  forts,  made  of  fugar,  lemon  juice, 
mulk,  ambergrife,  and  rofe- water,  and  they  are 
very  fond  of  opium-  ^t  their  great  treats  they 
give  coflfee,  fherbet,  and  perfumes  for  their  beards. 
They  fpread  quilts  upon  the  ground  fpr  their  bed- 
ding, and  evepy  pi^e  lies  on  his  own.  They  fmoke 
tobacco,  and  divert  themfelves  with  playing  on 
the  tambour,  which  is  a  kind  of  lute,  but  laugh 
a,t  the  Frank?  for  taking  a  walk  ;  for  they  efteem 
it  ridiculous  tp  walk  merely  for  the  fake  of  amufe- 
ment.  They  entertain  their  company  with  dif- 
courfe,  or  a  game  of  chefs,  draughts,  tables,  and 
^  game  called  Macala,  at  which  they  play  with 
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ihells  and  boxes  like  our  tables.  But  though  they 
fpend  whole  afternoons  at  thefe  games,  they  never 
play  for  money  or  ary  thing  of  value.  They  are 
alfo  fond  of  puppet- fliews,  which  are  performed 
in  a  different  manner  from  ours,  and  are  more 
agreeable ;  but  their  fongs  and  attitudes  are  very 
obfcene.  The  recreation  of  the  foldiers  are  ihoot- 
ing  at  marks  with  bows  and  arrows,  and  (hooting 
with  a  harquebufs  running. 

The  Turkifh  language,  though  not  every  copi- 
ous, is  grave  and  pleafant,  and,  with  a  little  fup-^ 
ply  from  the  Arabian  and  Perfian,  is  rich  and 
elegant  enough.  The  Turks  are  not  fond  ot  the 
iciences,  yet  have  Do6tors  of  their  Law,  who  exr 
plain  it  with  great  art.  Some  ftudy  aftrology,  and 
many  of  them  pretend  to  fortune-telling,  and 
have  feveral  methods  of  divination.  They  are  alfo 
fond  of  poetry,  in  which  they  have  pretty  con- 
ceits ;  but  in  this  they  generally  ufe  the  Perl^au 
tongue. 

The  religion  of  the  Turks,  though  it  containj^ 
many  excellent  moral  precepts,  is  ttiU  of  abfurdi- 
ties.  Mahomet  raa^e  ufe  of  the  Old  and  Nev/ 
Teftament  incompofing  the  Koran;  but  the  Turks 
hold  that  it  was  written  in  heaven  by  God  himfelf, 
and  brought  chapter  by  chapter  to  Mahomet,  by 
the  Angel  Gabriel,  U  is  written  in  pure  Arabic, 
and  the  Turks  believe  that  it  cannot  be  tranilated 
into  any  other  language.  This  book  contains  all 
their  civil  and  cannon-laws,  and  is  alfo  their  rul^ 
of  faith.  By  this  book  they  are  taught  to  believe 
in  and  worfhip  God  the  eternal  and  almighty 
creator  of  heaven  and  earth,  and  account  it  impious 
to  reprefent  him  either  by  painting  or  ftatues. 
They  adhere  ftriftly  to  the  do>6trine  of  predeftina^ 
tion,  and  imagine  that  death  is  unavoidable  both 
in  peace  and  war,  believing  that  thofe  who  are 
killed  by  their  enemies,  would  have  died  at  honie 
if  they  had  not  gone  to  fight ;  and^  fg^'  the  fam<^ 
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iame  reafon,  they  feldom  endeavour  to  efcape  the 
plague,  or  other  infe6tious  difeafes. 

They  believe  that  Jefus  Chrift  was  conceived 
from  the  breath  or  the  fpirit  of  God,  in  the  womb 
of  the  Virgin  ;  that  he  was  a  great  prophet ;  that 
he  wrought  many  miracles  among  the  Jews,  and 
foretold  the  coming  of  Mahomet  under  the  name 
of  the  Comforter  ;  but  deny  that  he  was  crucified, 
imagining  that  as  he  was  going  to  the  crucifixion 
he  was  caught  up  into  heaven,  and  Judas  placed 
in  his  room,  who  was  crucified  in  his  ftead.  They 
believe  that  Jefus  Chrift  will  come  to  judge  the 
world,  and  reign  forty  years  in  Damafcus,  where 
be  (hall  marry  and  have  children,  at  which  time 
Anti-Chrift.  (liall  arife  and  deceive  many  ;  but 
Chrift  Ihall  deftroy  him,  and  afterwards  afcend  into 
heaven,  and  then  the  day  of  judgment  Iball  come. 
In  Ihort  they  give  great  honour  to  Jefus  Chrift, 
and  the  Virgin  Mary,  and  if  they  hear  any  man 
fpeak  ill  of  them,  they  will  chaftife  him  as  feverely 
as  if  he  fpoke  againft  Mahomet ;  for  they  believe 
that  the  Gofpel  was  fent  to  Jefus,  as  the  Law  was 
to  Mofes,  and  the  Pialms  to  David.  They  believe 
all  the  Prophets,  and  that  Paradife  ftiall  be  filled 
-with  the  juft,  and  hell  with  the  wicked.  But. 
though  they  deny  a  purgatory,  they  maintain  that 
there  is  a  place  called  Araf,  between  paradife  and 
hell,  where  thofe  Ihall  be  placed  who  have  done 
neither  good  nor  evil.  In  paradife  Mahomet  pro- 
mifes  the  blelled  delicious  gardens,  full  of  pleafant 
fruits  and  fountains,  rivers  of  water,  milk,  wine 
&nd  honey,  fcarlet  and  green  clothing,  and  virgins 
ever  young  and  beautiful,  with  black  eyes,  and 
Ikins  as  white  as  a  new  laid  egg,  and  that  God 
Ihall  appear  to  them  every  Friday  :  that  thofe  who 
are  in  hell  (hall  drink  fcalding  hot-water,  and  eat 
of  the  fruit  of  the  tree  Zacon  :  that  if  they  have 
faith,  after  all  their  (ins  (hall  be  confumed,  they 
jh^U  be  wadied  in  the  water  Solzaboul,  and  ad- 
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mitted  into  paradife;  but  fuch  as  want  faith,  and 
are  mere  atheifts,  fliall  burn  everlafling,ly  in  hell- 
fire. 

They  have,  however,  a  fe6l  among  them  ililed 
the  Efcrachi,  who  are  of  opinion,  that  the  happi- 
nefs  of  the  other  world  confifts  in  the  contempls^- 
tion  of  the  divine  nature,  and  notjn  fenfual  en-^ 
joyments  :  and  another  fe6t  that  believe  tranfmi- 
gration,  or  that  the  fouls  of  the  deceafed  go  into 
other  animals,  which  renders  them  extremely 
tender  of  them. 

They  pray  for  the  dead,  and  acknowledge 
Guardian  Angels,  who  wait  upon  them  in  all 
places,  except  when  they  go  to  do  their  occafions, 
and  then  they  leave  them  at  the  door.  They  fay 
that  when  a  man  is  buried,  his  foul  returns  to  hi§ 
body,  and  two  Angels,  called  Munker  and  Guanc- 
quir,  come  to  him  ;  and  if  he  has  lived  ill,  bring 
him  a  frightful  monfter  that  reprefents  his  fins 
and  bad  a(5tions,  to  torment  him  till  the  day  of 
judgment  ;  but  if  he  has  lived  well,  they  bring 
him  a  lovely  creature,  that  reprefents  his  good 
deeds,  aflfords  him  comfort,  and  ftays  with  hirri 
till  he  is  calledto  judgrpent. 

They  believe  that  not  only  good  Muflulmans, 
but  even  fome  particular  beafts  and  fowls,  (halt 
enter  into  Paradife;  as  Abraham's  lamb  ;  Mofes's 
cow,  whofe  alhes  are  mingled  with  the  waters  of 
purification;  Solomon's  ant  ;  the  Queen  of  Sheba's 
parrot,  that  brought  her  the  firft  news  of  Splp- 
mon  ;  Ezra's  afs,  which  they  fay  was  raife^  tQ 
life  many  years  after  it  had  been  dead,  to  prpy^  4 
refurredtion  ;  Jonah'b  whale  ;  the  little  dog  Cut- 
mer,  that  attended  the  four  fieepers,  who  flept 
372  years;  and  Mahomet's  camel,  that  carric^ 
him  from  Mecca  to  Medina. 

They  name  their  children  as  foon  as  they  are 
born,  when  putting  fome  grains  of  fait  into  their 
mouths,  and  lifting  them  on  high  as  dedicating 
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them  to  God,  they  fay,  *'  God  grant  M.  that 
*'  God's  holy  name  may  be  as  favoury  in  thy 
'^  mouth  as  this  fait,  and  that  he  may  preferve 
*'  thee  from  being  too  much  in  love  with  the 
'*  world."  As  to  thofe  who  die  young  before  they 
are  circumcifed,  they  believe  they  are  faved  by  the 
circumcifion  of  their  father. 

They  do  not  circumcife  their  children,  like  the 
Jews,  at  eight  days  old,  but  at  eleven  or  twelve, 
and  foraetimes  fourteen  or  fifteen  years  of  age, 
when  they  make  a  profeflion  of  their  faith  in  thefe 
Words  :  **  There  is  no  God  but  God,  and  Maho- 
'^  met  is  his  prophet.*'  Upon  the  day  fixed  for  the 
ceremony,  the  boy  is  fet  on  horfeback,  and  carried 
about  the  town  with  mufic  ;  and  being  circumcifed 
in  his  father's  houfe,  a  feaft  is  madfe  for  all  the 
relations  and  friends,  at  which  they  are  merry, 
dance  and  ling,  and  the  next  day  the  guefts  make 
prefents  to  the  child  according  to  their  quality. 
Upon  extraordinary  occalions,  fome  are  admitted 
to  circumcife  at  feven  or  eight  years  old,  but, 
in  cafe  of  poverty  it  is  more  ufual  to  f^ay  till 
fourteen  or  fifteen ;  and  then,  if  the  parents  are 
unable  to  defray  the  expence,  they  wait  till  fome 
rich  perfon  is  circumcifed,  who,  upon  this  oc- 
cafion,  makes  prefents  to  the  youths  that  are 
circumcifed  with  him,  and  gives  liberal  alms  to 
his  poor  neighbours,  that  by  their  prayers  the 
grace  of  God  may  defcend  upon  the  new  MuiTul- 
man  and  his  whole  family.  When  any  renagado 
Chriftian  is  circumcifed,  two  bafons  are  carried 
after  him,  to  gather  the  alms  which  the  fpe6tators 
freely  give  him  ;  though  they  have  a  common 
proverb.  That  he  who  has  been  a  bad  Chriftian 
will  never  be  a  good  Turk.  Thofe  who  are  un* 
circumcifed,  whether  Tnrkifli  children  or  Crifti- 
ans,  are  not  allowed  to  be  prefent  at  their  public 
prayers  ;  and.  though  there  are  no  perfons  to  keep. 
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them  out  Df  their  mofques,  yet  if  they  are  takefi 
iii  them,  they  are  burnt  alive  or  impaled. 

The  Turks  receive4he  ten  commandments  of 
Moies'g  law,  to  which  Mahomet  has  added  five 
others:  i.  To  believe  in  one  only  God,  and  to 
worfiiip  him  alone  ;  2.  Tb  fail  during  the  Rama- 
dam  ;  3.  To  pray  at  the  hours  appointed,  which 
zrc  five  times  a  day  ;  4,  To  give  the  poor  yearly 
the  fortieth  part  of  their  fubftance  ;  and,  5*  To 
go  in  pilgrimage  to  Mecca  once  in  their  lives. 

The  firft  of  thefe  they  obferve  very  pun^tually^ 
fhewing  great  veneration  to  God  and  his  namei 
which  they  never  pronounce,  nor  hear  pronounced 
but  with  the  utmoft  reverence. 

They  keep  the  feaft  of  Ramadam  with  great 
jR:ri6tnefs  all  dayj  but  eat  and  drink  at  night.  In 
this  month  they  fay  the  Koran  came  down  from 
heaven.  It  begins  as  loon  as  fuch  people  as 
are  purpofely  fet  on  hills^  and  high  places,  can 
difcover  the  new  moon  ;  and  the  firft  credible 
perfon  who  brings  the  news  has  a  reward  given 
him,  and  then  the  Ramadam  is  ordered  by  pub- 
lic proclamation.  In  fummer  time  this  faft  is 
very  troublefome  ;  for  though  they  are  fcorched 
up  with  heat,  they  are  not  allowed  to  drink  till  it 
is  night. 

When  the  Ramadam  is  ended,  the  Bairam  be- 
gins with  the  next  new  moon,  which  is  publKhed 
by  firing  of  guns,  bonfires,  and  other  rejoicings.  At  ^ 
this  feaft  the  houfes  and  (hops  are  adorned  with 
fine  hangings,  tapeftries  and  fophas.  The  ftreets. 
are  filled  with  fwings,  ornamented  with  feftoons, 
in  which  the  people  fit  and  are  toffed  in  the  air, 
while  they  are  at  the  fame  time  entertained  with 
vocal  and  inftrumental  mufic,  performed  by  per- 
fons  who  are  hired  by  the  mailers  of  the  fwings. 
They  have  alfo   fire-works  ;  and  during  the  three 

's  of  this  feftival,  many  women,  who  never 
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flir  abroad  the  reft  of  the  year  have  liberty  to 
walk  about.  At  this  time  they  pardon  all  their 
enemies,  and  are  reconciled  to  them  ;  for  they 
think  they  have  made  a  bad  Bairam,  if  they  keep 
malice  in  their  hearts  againft  any  body.  This  they 
call  the  Great  Bairam;  to  diftinguilh  it  from  the 
Little  Bairam,  which  they  keep  feventy  days 
after  ;  and  belides  thefe,  they  keep  feveral  other 
feftivals,  on  all  of  which  the  fteeples  of  the 
mofques  are  adorned  with  lamps  placed  in  various 
figures. 

They  are  very  exa6t  in  praying  at  the  hours 
appointed,  which  are  always  preceded  by  ablu- 
tions, either  of  the  whole  body,  or  wafhingof  the 
hands,  nofe,  and  mouth  three  times.  When  they 
are  at  prayers  they  are  extremely  attentive,  and 
always  behave  with  the  greateft  reverence.  On 
Mondays,  Wednefdays,  and  Fridays,  a  preacher 
mounts  the  pulpit  in  a  mofque,  and  expounds 
fome parts  of  the  Koran;  which  is  concluded  witli 
a  prayer  for  the  Sultan,  and  for  the  fuccefs  of  his 
arms,  to  which  all  the  people  fay  Amen. 

As  to  the  fourth  command,  they  give  the  fortieth 
part  of  their  goods  to  their  kindred  if  they  have 
any,  and  if  not,  to  their  poor  neighbours,  and  for 
want  of  them,  to  the  firlt  they  meet.  This  com- 
mand is  well  obferved  by  them,  fo  that  beggars  in 
Turky  are  very  uncommon  ;  and  indeed  they  per- 
form great  adts  of  charity  in  founding  hofpltals, 
bringing  water  into  the  highways,  building  bridges 
and  caravan feras  ;  and  thofe  devout  perfons,  who 
have  not  abilities  to  do  thefe  things,  mend  the 
highways,  fill  the  cifterns  with  water,  and  llievv 
travellers  the  fords,  and  if  offered  money  refufe 
it,  faying,  they  do  it  for  God's  fake,  and  not  for 
money.  Their  charity  alfo  extends  to  birds  and 
beads,  fome  buying  birds  in  the  market  to  let  them 
fly,  while  others  leave  confiderable  fums  to  main- 
tain a  certain  number  of  dogs  and  cats.     If  any 
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quarrel  happens  between  them,  they'  are  obliged 
to  ufe  their  utmoil  endeavours  to  become  recon- 
ciled ;  and,  that  this  ^^conciliation  may  be  firm, 
the  perfons  at  variance  are  obliged  before  they 
prc]y  oil  Friday,  which  is  the  weekly  Sabbath,  to 
protelt,  as  in  the  prefence  of  God,  that  they  freely 
pardon  their  enemies,  or  elfe  they  are  taught  that 
their  prayers  will  not  be  heard. 

As  to  the  commandment  of  going,to  Mecca,  it 
is  worfe  obeyed  than  any  of  them,  many  being 
hindered  by  want  of  money,  and  their  nccelFary  af- 
fairs, from  making  fo  tedious  a  pilgrimage:  yet 
every  year  great  numbers  go,  and  tiiefe  are  reve- 
renced ever  after,  under  the  name  of  Hadgies  or 
Pilgrims. 

Next  to  thefe  commandments,  they  have  feveral 
prohibitions,  which  they  think  they  cannot  break 
without  fin:  as,  i.  To  make  or  have  figures  of 
man,  woman,  or  beaft  :  2.  To  lend  money  upon 
iifury,  from  which  they  abftain,  though  they  make 
bargains  that  differ  but  little  from  it  ;  3.  To  cat 
unclean  meats,  as  hogs  and  the  other  creatures  for- 
bidden by  the  Jevviih  Law,  and  this  they  ftrifily 
obferve  ;  4.  To  drink  wine,  which  is  alfo  ob- 
ferved  by  moil  of  thofe  who  make  a  profeffion  of 
religion. 

The  Turks  have  their  clergy  to  refoive  their 
doubts  and  celebrate  divine  fervice.  The  chief 
ecclefiaftic  is  the  Mufti,  who  is  chofen  by  the  Grand 
Signior,  and  whofe  ordinary  relidence  is  at  Con- 
llantinople.  He  is  married,  and  held  in  fuch  ve- 
neration that  the  Grand  Signior  rifes  to  meet  and 
falute  him  :  but  as  the  Turks  have  no  hierarchy, 
he  has  no  power  over  the  Imans  or  Prieits,  of  which 
there  are  feveral  orders.  Tfiey  have  alfo  different 
forts  of  monks,  of  which  the  Dervifes  are  the 
chief.  They  live  in  common,  and  have  their  Su- 
perior; go  very  mean  in  their  apparel,  and  wear 
Qn  their  heads  a  cap  of  white  felt.     Every  Tuef- 
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day  and  Friday  they  dance  in  the  middle  of  a  hall, 
where  are  two  pulpits^  one  for  the  Superior  and 
anoiher  for  the  Vicar  ;  and  at  the  other  end  is  a 
fcaffold,  upon  which  feveral  of  the  Dervifes  play 
upon  flute  or  Drums.  When  they  have  fung 
fome  prayers,  the  Superior  delivers  a  fermon  upon 
fonTe  words  of  the  Koran  in  Turkifh,  that  are  read 
to  him  by  the  Vicar  in  Arabic.  This  being  ended, 
the  Superior  and  Vicar  come  down  from  their  pul- 
pits, when  the  Dervifes  faluting  the  Superior,  fail 
into  a  dance,  turning  upon  their  left  foot  witii  pro- 
digious fwiftnefs,  one  playing  to  them  on  a  kind, 
of  flute.  The  mufic  cealing,  they  Hop  in  an  in» 
ftant,  not  at  all  difordered  by  their  circular  mo- 
tion, to  which  they  have  been  trained  up  from  their 
infancy.  This  is  done  in  memory  of  Mevaluna, 
their  founder,  who,  they  fay,  continued  this  cir- 
cular motion  fourteen  days  without  eating  ordrink- 
ing,  and  then  falling  into  a  trance  received  cer- 
tain revelations  concerning  the  inftitution  of  their 
order.  The  Turkilh  Dervifes  may  leave  the  con- 
vent if  they  delire  it,  and  enter  into  the  Hate  of 
matrimony. 

The  Turks  have  three  forts  6f  wives  :  firft,  their 
lawful  wives,  whom  they  tak^  after  this  manner. 
The  man  who  delires  to  be  married  agrees  with 
the  neareft  relations  of  the  maid,  about  the  dowry 
they  vvill  give  their  daughter  or  kinfwomen,  be- 
fore a  Cadi,  who  writes  it  down,  and  having  got 
an  Iman  to  blefe  his  marriage,  leads  the  bride  to 
his  houfe,  her  baggage  being  carried  on  horfes 
or  camels  before  them  ;  and  there  they  feaft  and 
are  merry,  the  men  and  women  being  entertained 
by  themfelves  :  they  have  commonly  mufic  and 
puppet-fliews,  and  alfo  women  who  fliew  tricks 
for  the  diverfion  of  the  company.  Thefe  wives 
they  may  divorce  when  they  pieafe,  by  telling  the 
Cadi  that  they  part  with  her  for  three  crimes;  but 
if  a  man  puts  his  wife  away  wrongfully,  he  mull 
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give  her  her  dowry.  A  women  thus  divorced 
mull  not  marry  another  hufband  tih  four  months 
after,  that  fhe  may  kno*y  whether  (he  is  with  child; 
for  if  Ihe  be,  her  former  hufband  muit  keep  it. 
They  may  have  alfo  wives  of  Keben,  which  they 
take  with  lefs  ceremony:  for  they  only  go  to  the 
Cadi,  and  tell  him  that  they  take  fuch  a  one  to  be 
their  wife,  promiling  to  give  her  fo  much  on  her 
being  divorced.  This  the  Cadi  writes  down, 
and  gives  the  man  a  copy.  Their  other  wives  are 
women  Haves,  but  their  children  are  held  as  legiti- 
mate as  thofe  of  their  other  wives,  if  the  hufband 
enfranchilcs  them  by  his  will ;  otherwife  they 
remain  Haves  to  the  eideft  fon  by  the  lawful  wife. 
Jf  a  Turk  has  children  by  a  Have  he  has  taken  to 
his  bed,  he  is  not  allowed  to  fell  her;  but  if  fhe 
proves  barren,  (lie  may  be  fold. 

The  wives  are  not  allowed  to  divorce  their  huf- 
bands,  unlefs  they  are  denied  what  they  have  a 
juft  claim  to,  as  bread,  pilaw,  coffee,  the  ufe  of  the 
bed  once  in  eight  days,  and  money  to  go  to  the 
bagnio  twice  a  week  ;  for  if  they  fail  in  thefe,  they 
may  go  to  the  Cadi  and  demand  a  divorce ;  and  if 
he  finds  upon  enquiry  their  complaints  juft  he 
grants  their  fuit. 

When  any  one  is  fick,  the  Imans  go  and  pray 
with  him ;  and  if  he  dies^  the  bowlings  of  the 
women,  who  cry  out  as  if  in  defpair,  make  it 
known  to  all  their  neighbours,  who  immediately 
go  to  condole  with  them,  and  in  a  kind  of  finging 
ton^  repeat  the  praiies  of  the  dead.  Thefe  are 
begun  as  often  as  any  new  vifits  are  made.  At 
length  the  relations  wafli  the  body,  fhave  off  all 
the  hair,  and  burn  incenfe  about  it,  to  fcare  away 
evil  fpirits  ;  then  praying  to  God  to  be  merciful 
to  him,  wrap  him  up  in  a  Iheet,  and  him  put  into, a 
coffin  with  his  face  downward,  covered  with  a  pall, 
which  for  common  perfons  is  red.  He  is  carried 
%Q  the  burying- place  with  his  head  fore-moft,  the 
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prieft  going  before  repeating  certain  prayers.  After 
the  corpfe,  which  is  carried  on  a  bier  by  four 
bearers,  follow  the  relations  and  friends,  the  wo- 
men coming  laft,  and  howling  as  if  diftracSted. 
Being  come  to  the  burying-place,  they  take  the 
body  out  of  the  coffin,  and  put  it  in  the  earth. 
The  burying  places  are  always  without  their 
towns,  that  the  air  may  not  be  infe6ted  by  the 
corrupt  vapours  of  the  graves  ;  and  ufually  on  the 
lides  of  the  highway,  that  travellers  may  pray  for 
the  deceafed.  After  the  body  is  interred,  the  re- 
lations and  friends  come  for  feveral  days  and  pray 
at  the  grave,  that  God  would  deliver  the  foul  of 
the  deceafed  from  the  torments  of  the  black 
angels.  Many  on  Fridays  bring  meat  and  drink 
to  the  graves,  and  leave  it  there  for  travellers, 
that  they  may  pray  for  the  dead  for  whofe  fake 
it  is  given. 

The  Turkifli  government  refembles  that  of  an 
army,  the  fame  methods  being  obferved  in  the  city 
in  times  of  peace,  as  in  the  field  during  a  war. 
The  Grand  Signior  hath  indeed  a  double  capacity, 
the  one  as  head  of  the  empire,  and  the  other  as 
a  private  perfon.  As  head  of  the  empire,  he  has 
a  daily  pay  out  of  the  public  treafury,  and  his 
common  and  ordinary  expences,  both  at  home 
and  abroad,  are  defrayed  by  the  Teftrador,  or 
Treafurer  of  the  empire.  As  he  is  a  private  per- 
fon, he  receives  prefents,  fines,  and  confifcations, 
and  defrays  many  extraordinary  expences,  as 
buildings  for  charitable  ufes,  and  jewels  for  him- 
felf  and  women.  This  treafury  is  under  the  care 
of  his  own  treafurer.  Thus  in  his  private  capa- 
city he  is  always  extremely  rich,  and  frequently 
heaps  up  great  treafures,  when  the  public  treafury 
is  exhaufted  ;  fo  that  in  his  wars  he  is  often  under 
the  necefl^ity  of  lending  great  fums  of  money  to 
the  public,  wiiich  they  are  fure  pundually  to 
repay. 


446  Tkevenot's  travels 

The  next  in  office  in  the  government  is  the 
Vizier  Azem,  or  Chief  Minifter,  who  has  fuch 
power  and  influence,  ti^t  the  Grand  Signior  calls 
him  Tutor,,  and  indeed  he  has  the  fole  adminftra- 
tjon  of  the  government,  both  in  peace  and  war; 
for  the  Sultan,  abandoning  himfelf  to  his  pleafures, 
leaves  every  thing  to  him  ;  and  this  happens  not 
more  out  of  luxury,  than  from  maxims  of  policy. 
But  when  the  Grand  Signior  is  an  a6tive  prince, 
and  will  look  into  bufinefs  himfelf,  or  is  ready  to 
hear  complaints  againft  the  Prime  Minifter,  the 
Vizier  has  then  but  a  fmall  degree  of  authority. 
When  the  Sultan  goes  to  war,  he  carries  with  hint 
all  the  officers  of  the  court,  and  even  the  Mufti 
and  the  Judges:  this  is  alfo  done  by  the  Grand 
Vizier,  when  the  Sultan  flays  behind  ;  but  he 
leaves  afubflitute,  called  the  Kaimacham,  to  dif- 
charge  his  office  in  his  abfence;  and  all  the  other 
great  officers  of  fiate  leave  their  fu bftitutes  in  the 
fame  manner:  fo  that  the  Grand  Signior  has  the 
fame  regular  court  he  ht'd  befoie.  In  cafe  the 
Sultan  removes  to  any  other  part  of  the  empire, 
fubftitutes  are  appointed  ;  Ibthat  notwithllarid'ng 
the  abfence  both  of  the  Grand  Signior  and  Vizier> 
the  city  has  the  fame  form  of  government  as  if 
they  v/ere  all  there  ;  only  thefe  deputies  dare  not 
meddle  in  affairs  of  great  importance,  but  receive 
orders  from  their  principals  abroad.  The  govern- 
ment being  thus  fupplied,  there  is  no  need,  ex- 
cept upon  extraordinary  occafions,  for  theambaifa- 
dor  of  any  nation  to  attend  the  Vizier's  perfon, 
iince  they  may  dispatch  their  bufinefs  in  Conlianti- 
nople,  the  relident  of  Germany  only  excepted, 
who  continually  attends  the  Vizier's  camp  at  Ibme 
rrafonable  diftance. 

As  to  the  army,  which  confifts  of  horfe  and 
foot,  it  rs  pun6lually  paid  once  in  two  months. 
1  he  infantry  are  of  feveral  orders,  as  the  Capigis 
or  }i;orters,  who  keep  the  gates  of  the    Seraglioi 
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ftand  round  the  Grand  Slgnior  when  he  gives 
audience  to  anibaffadors,  and  puttodeath  thofe  who 
are  fallen  under  his  dirpleallire.  Thefe  amount 
to  3cx)o. 

The  Solaques  are  the  Grand  Slgnior's  Life- 
Guards,  and"  attend  him  when  he  goes  abroad  m 
the  city:  The}'  wear  a  doliman  with  hanging 
lleeves,  and  a  cap  Ituck  with  feathers  in  the  form 
of  a  creft  ;  their  bow  always  hangs  on  their  arm, 
and  their  quiver  is  full  of  arrows. 

The  chiefs  of  the  infantry  are  however  Janiza- 
ries, who  are  either  children  taken  for  tribute 
and  educated  in  the  fchools  of  the  Seraglio,  or 
renegado  Chriftians,  and  fome  few  Turks.  This 
order  was  inftituted  by  Ottoman  the  firft  Turkifli 
emperor.  They  call  one  another  brothers;  they 
will  notfufFerthe  meaneft  of  their  body  to  be  in 
the  leaft  injured,  and  none  but  their  officers  dare 
lift  up  an  hand  againft  them  ;  for  no  intereft  or 
money  can  fave  the  life  of  him  who  hath  ft  ruck  a 
Janizary.  Upon  which  account,  ambafTadors  take 
them  into  their  retinue,  and  travellers  hire  them 
for  their  guides.  The  Janizaries  of  the  Porte  are 
12,000  in  number,  and  live  in  two  inns  or  colleges 
containing,  160  chambers.  The  whole  number 
however  of  the  Janizaries  is  25,000,  and  there 
may  be  100,000  more  that  purchafe  the  name  and 
privileges  of  Janizaries,  to  avoid  paying  their 
debts  and  taxes;  but  thefe  neither  ferve  in  the 
army,  nor  receive  pay. 

The  Grand  Signior's  cavalry  are  the  Chiaufes, 
whofe  employment  is  very  honourable,  for  they 
execute  moft  of  the  commands  of  the  Grand  Signior 
and  his  ballas,  and  are  even  fcnt  on  embafiies  to 
foreign  princes. 

The  Spahis  are  the  ordinary  light  horfe,  and 
are  about  12,000  in  number,  divided  into  two 
bodies.  The  Grand  Signior  has  alfo  a  numerous 
militia,  railed    and  lyiaintained   by  fuch  perfon* 
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as  hold  their  lands  by  military  tenures.  Thefe 
gentlemen  are  denominated  either  Zaims  or  Ti- 
mariotsj  according  to^^^the  number  of  men  they 
bring  into  the  field:  a  Zaim  being  obliged  to 
raife  from  four  to  nineteeen  foldiers,  and  a  Ti- 
mariot  no  more  than  four.  The  Zaims  and  Ti- 
mariots  are  alfo  obliged  to  find  men  for  the  fea 
fervice  ;  and  both  of  them  are  to  ferve  in  perfon 
by  land,  but  the  Timariots  only  on  board  the 
fleet.  The  horfe  raifed  by  the  Zaims  and  Tima- 
riots only,  are  computed  to  amount  to  100^000 
men. 

The  tributary  countries^  as  Tartary,  Walachia, 
and  Moldavia,  are  alfo  obliged  to  raife  a  certain 
number  of  troops.  Thus  the  Cham  of  the  Crim 
Tartars,  is  to  join  the  Turkifh  army  with  100,000 
men  when  required- 

As  to  the  diftribution  of  juftice,  the  Divan  is 
the  great  council  and  affembly  of  the  nation, 
\v'here,all  affairs  of  li:ate  are  debated,  and  all  fuits 
in  law  finally  decided  ;  for  any  perfon  may  be 
heard  there,  whatever  be  his  country,  quality  or 
religion  ;  the  pooreft  man  has  liberty  to alk  juftice 
of  the  Grand  Signior  in  perfon,  and  to  deliver  his 
petition  ;  which  having  read3  he  gives  fentence 
according  to  equity.  If  it  be  for  debt,  the  Vizier 
fends  aChiaufe  to  fetch  the  debtor  into  court,  and 
the  creditor  bringing  his  witnelTes,  the  prifoner, 
if  found  guilty,  is  condemned,  and  the  fentence 
immediately  put  it  into  execution.  No  trial,  unlefs 
in  a  difficult  cafe,  can  laft  above  four  or  five  hours, 
without  fentence  being  given  one  way  or  other,  fo 
that  no  man  is  wearied  out  and  ruined  by  lawyers, 
nor  is  there  any  fear  that  juftice  will  not  be  ad- 
miniftered,  becaufe  at  the  end  of  the  hall  where 
the  court  is  kept,  is  a  window  covered  with  black 
crape,  where  the  Grand  Signior  hears  and  fees 
when  he  pleafes,  without  being  difcerned,  and  the 
judges,  fearing  that  he  may  be  there,  dare  not 
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give  a  partial  fentence  ;  for  if  he  difcovered  it,  it 
would  immediately  coft  them  their  lives. 

Great  care  is  taken  that  the  markets  are  fupplied 
with  every  thing  in  plenty,  and  at  reafonable  rates, 
and  no  man  dare  exa6l  a  great  price  for  provifions, 
unlefs  he  has  a  mind  to  be  baftinadoed  and  fined. 
.There  are  officers  to  examine  every  man's  weights 
and  meafures,  who  daily  go  their  rounds,  and 
punifli  thofe  who  impofe  upon  the  public  in  thefe 
particulars,  with  blows  on  the  foals  of  their  feet, 
and  large  fines.  Every  perfon  is  obliged  to  hinder 
quarrels  or  diforders  from  happening  in  the  ftreets; 
for  if  a  dead  man  be  found  before  any  man's  door, 
he  muft  pay  for  his  blood  500  piaftres  ;  but  if  he 
v/ho  committed  the  murder  be  taken  and  con- 
vidted,  the  other  is  freed  from  paying  the  fum,  and 
the  murderer  is  puniflied  ;  unlefs  the  relations  of 
the  deceafed  will  agree  to  an  accommodation,  ia 
which  cafe  the  murderer  is  allowed  to  ranfom  him- 
felf,  which  is  ufually  done  by  praying  three  or  400 
crowns. 

The  punilliments  ufed  by  the  Turks  are  baf- 
tinading,  or  ftriking  them  on  the  foals  of  their 
feet  or  buttocks,  with  fwitches :  the  fufferer'a 
feet  are  held  up  by  two  men,  and  fattened  in  a 
wooden  inftrument,  while  two  more  men  lay  on 
the  blows,  which  are  fometimes  three  or  400,  by 
which  means  they  are  not  able  to  walk  for  three 
or  four  months.  This  is  the  only  correction 
given  by  mafters  to  their  flaves,  and  by  fchool- 
niafters  to  their  fcholal's.  When  they  chaftife  a 
perfon  on  the  buttocks,  the  party  is  laid  on  his 
belly,  and  the  blows  are  given  over  his  drawers, 
in  which  cafe  live  or  600  laflies  are  fometimes  given, 
when  the  perfon  is  fo  dreadfully  bruifed,  that  great 
quantities  of  mor-tified  flelh  muft  be  cut  off  with 
a  razor  to  prevent  a  gangrene.  Thofe  who  are 
condemned  to  die  are  punilhed  with  ftrangling, 
lianging,   drowning,  beheading,  burning,  impal- 
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ing,  or  throwing  upon  fpikcs  of  iron,  where  they 
are  fuffered  to  ftick  till  they  die  with  hunger,  thirft 
and  pain.  The  Turks  who  turn  Chriftians  are 
burnt  alive,  with  a  bag  of  powder  hanging  about 
their  necks,  and  a  pitched  cap  upon  their  heads; 
while  the  Chriftians  who  fpeak  again  ft  the  law  of 
Mahomet,  or  are  taken  with  a  Turkifh  women,  or 
go  into  a  mofque,  are  impaled,  unlefs  they  will 
turn  Turks. 

Mr.  Thevenot  left  Conftantinople  on  the  30th 
of  Auguft  1656,  and  failed  in  a  faick  to  Montagno, 
from  whehce  he  rode  to  Burfa,  called  by  the  an- 
cients Prufia,  the  metropolis  of  the  ancient  king: 
dom  of  Bithynia,  and  in  the  reign  of  Orchan,  the 
tirft  Sultan,  the  capital  of  the  Turkifh  empire.  It 
is  pleaiantty  fttuated,  and  has  fuch  plenty  of  wa- 
ter, that  the  inhabitants  have  a  great  number  of 
baths.  They  have  fome  waters  that  run  through 
the  town  fo  hot  as  to  boil  an  egg,  and  of  thefe  they 
have  made  feveral  bagnios,  which  are  fo  fuccefsful 
in  the  cure  of  many  diftcmpers,  that  people  come 
above  100  miles  to  wafli  in  them.  This  town  i& 
above  a  mile  and  a  half  in  length,  and  is  not  en- 
tirely walled,  but  has  a  caftle  ftanding  in  the  mid- 
dle, on  a  little  hill,  which  has  baftions,  that  in 
the  opinion  of  the  inhabitants  render  it  impreg- 
nable :  but  as  the  water,  with  which  it  is  fupplied 
runs  through  the  town,  it  may  be  eafi ly  cut  off. 
The  town  has  many  handfome  houfes  ;  a  great 
number  of  magnificent  kanes,  and  about  200 
mofques  ;  but  the  moft  remarkable  buildings  of 
the  city  are  the  fepulchres  of  the  firft  Turkifli  Em- 
perors and  their  Sultanas,  in  fo  many  chapels  co- 
vered with  domes. 

From  Burfa  he  proceeded  to  Smyrna  with  the 
caravan,  and  as  no  necefTaries  are  to  be  met  with 
upon  the  road  but  water,  he  was  obliged  to  carry 
with  him  all  his  provifions,  and  necellary  utenfils. 
This  city  is  reputed  to  have   had  the    Amazon 
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Smyrna  for  its  foundrefy,  and  her  money  was 
therefore  ftampt  with  the  hgure  of  her  he  id  It 
is  iituated  at  the  bottom  of  a  bay  efteemed  20  miles 
to  its  mouth,  and  feciired  by  high  mountains  on. 
every  fide,  from  all  winds  but  the  weft  ;  and  yet 
thefe  mountains  are  at  fuch  a  diftance  as  to  have 
fruitful  fields  between  the  bay  and  them,  well 
planted  with  olives,  vines,  and  corn.  From  the 
town  to  mount  Sipylus  is  a  valley  of  four  or  fivs 
miles  in  length,  and  in  fome  places  near  a  mile  in 
breadth,  which,  with  the  gardens  aboutthetown  and 
the  town  itfelf,  drink  up  two  pretty  ftreams  of  wa- 
ter, one  rifing  northward  rom  mount  Sipylus, whicii 
turns  feven  mills, and  hasabundanceof  filh,  and  the 
other  fouthward  from  mount  Mimas.  This  la  ft  is 
for  the  greateft  part  of  the  way  brought  to  the 
town  in  aquedudfs,  two  of  which  are  well  built 
with  ftone  arches.  The  Greeks  of  this  city,  though 
they  are  very  numerous,  have  but  two  churches, 
yet  this  is  the  feat  of  their  Metropolitan  ;  but  be^ 
fides  them  there  are  here  a  great  number  of  Chrif- 
tians  of  different  nations,  fedts,  and  languages. 
The  Latin  church  lias  a  monaftery  of  Francifcans  ; 
the  Armenians  have  one  church,  but  the  Englifli, 
who  are  the  moft  confiderable  number  next  the 
Greeks  and  Armenians,  have  only  a  chapel  in 
the  Conful's  houle,  and  the  Dutch  have  no  greater 
advantages  for  religious  worlhip.  The  Turks 
have  13  mofques,  and  the  Jews  feveral  fynagogues: 
the  town  is  very  populous,  though  it  is  ill  built, 
and  without  either  ItreMgth  or  beauty  ;  for  it  is 
only  defended  by  a  little  f  <rt  at  the  ftreight,  about 
five  miles  from  the  town,  whofe  great  guns  are  its 
beft  fecurity  :  it  is  furrounded  by  a  little  ditch,  and 
its  walls  are  fo  ffight  that  two  or  three  great  guns 
would  beat  them  to  the  ground  There  is  an  old 
ruined  caftle  on  a  hill  above  the  town,  and  another 
little  old  fadnoned  caftle  at  the  harbour  for  the 
galleys  and  boats.     On  the  other  fide  of  the  bar- 
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bour  is  the  Grand  Signior's  cuftom-houfe  for  his 
own  fubje^ts ;  under  the  hill  near  St.  Polycarp's 
tomb,  are  the  Englifli  and  Dutch  burying  places, 
and  north  of  the  caftle,  along  the  (hore,  is  the 
new  bezeftein,  built  out  of  the  large  fquare  ftoncs 
of  the  ancient  theatre,  in  the  form  of  a  ftieet  that 
is  to  be  (liut  up  at  each  end.  The  fhops  are  little 
rooms,  with  a  cupola  over  each,  covered  with  lead, 
and  little  holes  on  the  top  with  a  glafs  to  let  in 
the  light.  Oppofite  to  this  building  is  a  very  fine 
kane  ;  a  little  further  is  the  cuftom-houfe  of  the 
Franks,  and  beyond  it  Frank-llreet,  which  lies 
along  by  the  water  fide,  and  has  very  convenient 
warehoiifes  for  lading  and  unlading  their  goods  ; 
and  this  is  the  pleafantell  and  belt  built  part  of 
Smyrna. 

The  chief  commerce  of  this  city  confilis  in  raw 
and  Perfianfilks,  grograms,  and  cotton  yarn. 

About  Smyrna  are  abundance  of  Cameleons,  an 
animal  which  has  fome  reiemblance  to  a  lizard, 
but  hath  its  back  gibbous  like  a  hog,  and  its  feet 
are  divided  like  thofe  of  a  wood-pecker  or  parrot, 
two  claws  before  and  three  behind,  which  are  not 
feparated  from  each  other  till  near  the  ends.  It 
has  a  long  tail  like  a  rat,  and  is  commonly  as  big, 
but  it  has  very  little  or  no  motion  with  its  head. 
The  cameleons  are  in  great  abundance  about  the 
old  wails  of  the  caftle,  where  they  breed  and  lie 
in  holes  and  heaps  of  ruins.  Our  author  faw  fe- 
veral,  and  kept  two  of  them  20  days,  during 
which  he  made  the  following  obfervations  :  their 
colour  was  ufually  green,  darker  towaids  the  back, 
and  lighter  towards  the  belly,  Vvhcre  it  inclined  to 
a  yellow,  with  fpots  that  were  ibmetimes  reddifli 
and  at  others  whitilh  ;  but  the  green  often  changed 
into  a  dark  dirt  colour,  without  any  appearance 
of  green  ;  and  the  whitifl)  fpots  fometirues  vanilh, 
at  others  turn  into  the  fame  dirt  colour,  and  at 
others  into  a  dark  purple.     Sometimes  from  being 
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green  all  over,  they  would  be  fpotted  with  black  ; 
and  commonly  when  they  fiept  under  a  white  wool- 
len cap,  they  would  when  uncovered,  be  of  a 
white  or  cream  colour  ;  but  this  they  would  alfo 
do  under  a  redcap,  for  they  never  changed  red  or 
blue,  though  they  often  lay  under  thofe  colours; 
but  upon  green  they  would  become  green,  and 
upon  the  dark  earth  would  change  fo  as  exactly  to 
refemble  it.  Our  author,  as  he  was  walking  by 
the  fide  of  the  hill,  near  the  old  caiUe,  few  many, 
which  had  changed  themfelves  fo  as  to  refemble 
the  colour  of  the  fpeckled  ftone  wall,  and  were 
grey  withfpots  like  mofs.  He  found  one  on  the 
top  of  a  green  bufli,  which  when  he  firft  obferved 
was  of  a  bright  green,  but  as  foon  as  it  perceived 
that  he  faw  it,  immediately  let  itfelf  drop  to  the 
ground,  and  inftantly  {looping  to  look  for  it,  he 
could  fee  nothing,  yet  continuing  his  fearch  he 
perceived  it  creeping  away  to  a  hole  in  the  rock, 
being  changed  to  a  dark  brown  exa611y  like  the 
earth,  which  was  then  of  that  colour  after  a 
fhower  of  rain.  This  change  of  colour  is  given 
by  nature  for  its  prefervation  ;  for  it  is  very  How 
in  its  pace,  lifting  up  its  legs  high,  and  not  quick, 
as  if  it  fearched  for  hold  to  climb  up  by,  which 
it  can  do  very  well  by  a  bufli,  tree,  or  wall.  When 
it  faw  itfeif  in  danger  of  being  caught,  it  opened 
its  mouth,  and  hilled  like  a  fnake.  The  eyes  are 
as  wonderful  as  the  variation  of  tb.e  colours  of  the 
body  ;  they  are  large  in  proportion  to  the  fizeof 
its  head,  being  generally  bigger  than  a  pea,  and 
covered  all  over  with  a  Ikin  of  the  fame  fubilance 
as  the  body,  the  grain  being  in  circles  jiiil:  to  the 
center,  where  there  is  an  hole  no  bigger  than  a 
fmall  pin's  head,  by  which  it  receives  light,  which 
muft  make  the  angle  of  its  vilion  very  acute. 
The  head  being  immoveable,  it  cannot  immedi- 
ately turn  to  obje6ts  ;  but  to  remedy  this  inconve- 
nience, it  can  not  only  move  its  eyes  backward 
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and  forward,  upward  and  downward,  but  one  Tor- 
ward  and  the  other  bacjj.ward,  or  one  upward  and 
the  other  downward,  one  fixed  upon  one  obje6t, 
and  the  other  moving  according  to  the  motion  ol' 
fome  other  obje6l.  The  tongue  is  a  kind  of  little 
trunk  of  a  griftly  fubftance,  about  half  an  inch 
long,  and  hollow,  joined  to  its  throat  by  a  ftrong 
membranous  and  flefliy  fubftance,  in  which  it  is 
fheathed  when  in  the  mouth.  It  will  dart  this 
above  an  inch  out  of  its  mouth,  fmeared  with  a 
glutinous  fubftance  to  catch  flies,  which  ftick  faft 
to  it  as  to  bird-lime,  and  fo  are  brought  into  the 
mouth.  Thefe  flies  are  their  ordinary  known  food, 
and  they  will  live  without  any  fuftenance  befides 
air  a  long  time,  like  many  other  animals  of  the 
{lime  cold  nature,  as  lizards  and  ferpents.  Its  tail 
is  of  a  very  great  uie  in  climbing,  for  it  will  twine 
about  any  thing  fo  faft,  that  if  its  feet  flip  it  will 
fuftain  and  recover  its  whole  body  by  it.  Our  au- 
thor put  one  he  had  caught  into  a  glafs  fo  deep, 
that  it  could  not  reach  near  the  brim  with  its  fore 
feet,  nor  could  take  any  hold  with  its  claws  j  and 
yet  it  got  out,  andalmoft  efcaped  from  him,  as  he 
afterwards  faw,  by  ftanding  upon  its  fore  feet,  and 
boifting  itfelf  up  backwards  till  it  caught  hold  of 
the  brim  of  the  glafs  with  its  tail,  by  the  help  of 
which  it  lifted  out  its  whole  body. 

Ephefus  lies  not  above  14  or  15  leagues  from 
Smyrna.  In  the  road  to  it  is  a  village  called  Se- 
dequi,  about  three  leagues  from  Smyrna,  fituated 
in  a  very  pleafant  country,  for  which  reafon  the 
European  Confuls  of  the  laft  mentioned  city  have 
their  country  houfes  there,  and  frequently  retire 
thither  to  divert  themfelves  with  hunting.  In 
leaving  Sedequi,  Mr.  Thevenot  proceeded  over  a 
very  pleafant  and  large  plain,  to  the  once  celebrated 
city  of  Ephefus,  now  nothing  but  a  confufed  heap 
of  rubbilh,  pieces  of  Marble,  demoliflied  walls^ 
and  broken  columns   and  capitals.      That  part 
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which  is  at  prcfent  inhabited,  is  bounded  on  the 
eaft  by  a  large  plain  that  reaches  as  far  as  the  Tea, 
and  on  the  fides  by  high  hills.  The  moll"  remark- 
able building  in  this  part  is  the  old  church  of  St. 
John  the  Evangelift,  which  had  anciently  four 
gates,  but  two  of  them  are  walled  up.  The  en- 
trance into  it  is  by  a  defcent  of  l6  llairs,  at  the 
bottom  of  which  is  a  fountain,  and  on  the  infide 
are  four  pillars  of  porphyry  fpotted  with  black  and 
red,  12  feet  and  a  half  in  cirumference,  and  36 
feet  high,  each  being  one  entire  piece  of  ftone ; 
thefe  bear  up  the  roof.  There  are  alfo  two  other 
pillars  of  Samian  ftone,  and  round  the  church  011 
the  outfide  is  a  gallery,  which  has  four  pillars 
abreajft  and  fix  in  length,  adorned  in  the  midft  with 
an  o6fagon  fountain.  The  church  has  two  domes, 
and  is  covered  with  lead;  the  Turks  on  converting 
it  into  a  mofque,  added  a  minaret,  and  adorned  it 
after  their  manner  ;  but  its  greateft  rarities,  when 
it  was  a  church,  were  carried  to  Conftantinople,  to 
adorn  the  mofque  erecl^ed  there  by  Sultan  Soliman, 
The  caftle  is  fituated  on  a  hill  at  a  fmall  diftance, 
and  has  a  very  ancient  tower  Hill  ftanding,  on  the 
top  of  which  is  a  very  curious  piece  of  ballb  relievo, 
which,  as  fome  fay,  reprefents  the  hiilory  of  that 
celebrated  Roman  Marcus  Curius,  while  others 
think  it  is  the  deftru^ion  of  Troy :  but  nobody- 
dares  come  near  enough  to  take  an  exa6t  view  of 
it.  There  is  nothing  remaining  of  the  ancient 
temple  of  Diana,  but  a  large  gate  much  ruined 
and  defaced,  and  on  the  north  fide  a  ftone,  on 
Nvhich  a  man  is  reprelentcd  with  a  dog  by  him, 
and  a  ferpent  twifted  round  a  tree.  Near  two 
amphitheatres,  that  are  entirely  ruined,  is  a  large 
fquare,  in  which  are  many  pieces  of  broken  co- 
lumns, capitals,  friezes,  and  pedeftals  of  a  pro- 
digious fize  :  upon  fomc  of  them  are  arches  of  a 
vail  bignefs,  and  in  the  body  of  one  of  the  columns 
is  a  pair  of  ftairs,  which  leads  a  great  way  under 
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ground  ;  and  among  the  ruins  are  fome  remains  of 
the  ancient  baths.  Here  alTo  is  a  grotto  called  the 
Cave  of  the  Seven  Sht^pers,  who,  flying  thither 
to  avoid  the  perfecution  under  the  reign  of  the 
Emperor  Decius,  250  years  after  Chrift,  are  faid  to 
have  fallen  into  fo  found  a  fleep,  as  not  to  awake 
again  till  the  reign  of  Thcodofius  II.  who  was  a 
zealous  protector  of  the  Chriftians  ;  when  they 
fuppoled  they  had  ilept  but  one  night,  though  it 
was  near  200  years. 

About  an  hour's  journey  from  Ephefus  is  to 
be  feen  the  font  where  St.  John  the  Evangelift 
is  faid  to  have  baptized  the  Chriftians.  It  is  of 
grey  jcifper,  lixteen  feet  in  diameter;  but  man- 
gled by  travellers  who  ufually  carry  away  a  piece 
of  it. 

About  a  half  a  league  farther  is  an  edifice  upon 
the  top  of  a  hill,  faid  to  be  the  place  where  St.  Paul 
was  imprifoned  :  and  there  are  four  rooms  ftill 
fianding. 

From  this  caftle  is  a  fine  profpe(5l  over  the  plains 
and  meadows,  where  the  river  Meander  pleafes 
tlie  eye  with  the  variety  of  its  windings,  running 
with  a  ftill  current,  which  renders  it  hard  to  difcern 
the  courfe  of  the  ftream,  but  flowing  fafter  at 
the  mouths  by  which  it  difcharges  itfelf  into  the 
lea. 

Not  far  from  Ephefus  is  an  ifiand  called  Scala 
Kova,  but  by  the  Turks  Cous  Adafi,  or  the 
Ifland  of  Birds,  in  which  are  made  the  richeft 
mufcadine  wines  of  all  the  iflands  of  the  Archi- 
pelago. 

From  Ephefus  Mr.  Thevenot  went  to  fee  the 
wonders  of  Chio,  fo  celebrated  throughout  all 
Afia.  This  ifland,  which  may  be  called  the 
Paradife  of  Greece,  is  eighty  miles  in  circuit,  and 
governed  by  Chriftians,  though  under  the  authori- 
ty of  the  Turks,  who  command  in  fmall  mat- 
ters.    They  chufe  a  magiftracy  called  Cof^,  one 
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half  of  whom  are  Greeks,  and  the  other  Latins  ; 
and  this  body  has  the  management  of  all  aifairs. 
This  lingular  privilege  the  people  obtained  by 
voluntarily  fubmitting  to  Mahomet  II.  when  he 
conquered  Greece.  There  are  feveral  churches 
belonging  to  Popilli  Bifliops  or  Monks  difperfed 
through  the  country,  but  thofe  of  the  Greeks 
are  more  numerous,  the  Latin  churches  being 
301,  and  thofe  of  the  Greeks  500.  It  is  remark- 
able that  Popilh  ceremonies  are  there  performed 
\vith  as  much  freedom  as  in  the  heart  of  ChriUen- 
dom  ;  fo  that  on  Corpus  Chrifti  day  the  hoft  is 
carried  about  the  ftreets  under  a  canopy,  without 
the  leaft  fear  of  an  infult  from  the  Turks.  When 
any  man  is  f'ound  murdered  in  this  ifland,  whether 
Chriftian  or  Turk,  the  alTaffin  is  diligently  fought 
for  ;  and  if  he  is  not  found,  the  town  mull:  pay 
the  price  of  the  blood  of  him  that  is  flain,  at  the 
rate  of  1200  afpers,  which  are  alFeiTed  upon  every 
houfe  by  the  Cofs ;  but  if  the  m.urderer  is  founds 
his  blood  pays  for  all. 

There  are  twenty-two  villag<?s  in  the  ifland  that 
produce  maftic  trees,  which  being  pricked  in  the 
months  of  Augnft  and  September,  the  mafiic 
Aveating  out  of  the  holes  made  in  the  bark,  runs 
down  the  tree,  and  falls  upon  the  ground,  where 
it  congeah  into  flat  pieces,  vyhich,  being  gathered 
fome  time  after,  are  laid  in  the  fun  to  dry,  and 
then  flufted  to  fe^iiirate  the  dull  from  the  gum. 
Thefe  villages  produce  about  100,000  chells  of 
maftic  ;  of  which  300  chefts,  of  100  weight  each, 
are  annually  paid  to  the  Grand  Signior.  This 
maftic  is  allowed  to  be  the  beft  in  the  world.  It 
is  a  white. gum,  which  enters  into  the  compofition 
of  many  ointments,  and  is  chewed  by  the  Greeks, 
to  whiten  the  r  teeth  and  fweeten  their  breath. 
They  alio  put  it  into  their  bread,  to  render  it  more 
delicate. 

\'UL.  IV,  3    M 
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The  chief  of  thefe  maftic  towns  is  Callimacha, 
which  has  two  gates,  fix  Greek  churches,  and  a 
nunnery.  It  is  well  peopled,  and  round  it  are 
faid  to  be  thirty  Greek  churches.  At  fome  miles 
diftance  from  this  town  lies  Niamoni,  or  the  Old 
Virgin,  where  is  a  convent  of  Greek  Monks, 
which  is  very  fpacious,  and  built  in  the  form  of  d. 
cafile.  No  woman  is  allowed  to  enter  it.  There 
are  commonly  200  Monks  under  the  government 
of  an  Abbot,  and  they  are  never  to  exceed  that 
number.  When  any  places  are  vacant,  thofe  who 
are  willing  to  fupply  them  muft  pay  100  piafters, 
and  come  with  their  whole  eftates  into  the  con- 
vent, where  they  may  enjoy  them  for  life,  and 
then  the  eftates  muft  be  left  to  the  convent,  un- 
lefs  any  one  has  a  kinfman  who  will  become  a 
Monk,  in  which  cafe  one  third  may  be  given  to 
him,  on  condition  that  at  his  death  that  muft  alfo 
go  to  the  convent.  They  there  live  every  day 
upon  black  bread,  bad  wine,  and  rotton  cheefe, 
and  if  they  have  any  thing  elfe,  they  muft  pro- 
cure it  for  themfelves  ;  and  indeed  fome  live  well 
on  their  eftates,  and  keep  a  horfe  to  ride  out  for 
pleafure.  However,  on  feftivals  and  Sundays  they 
eat  all  together  in  their  hall  or  refe6lory.  This 
convent  annually  pays  the  Grand  Signior  500 
piafters.  Their  yearly  revenue  is  indeed  above 
60,000,  and  in  their  treafury  they  have  above  a 
million  of  gold  ;  for  two  thirds  of  the  ifland  be- 
longs to  them.  They  have  two  bells,  and  there 
are  fmall  ones  in  every  village  ;  but  the  Turks 
allow  them  no  where  elle  throughout  their  domini- 
ons.- The  church  is  adorned  with  many  pieces  of 
marble  and  porphyry,  and  among  others,  with 
32  marble  pillars,  and  the  dome  is  full  of  pidures 
in  Mofaic  work. 

The  chief  town  of  the  ifland  has  the' fame  name 
as  the  ifland  itfelf.     It  has  good  houfes,  and  the 
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iftreets  are  wide  enough  for  coaches  ;  but  though 
it  is  not  large,  it  is  well  peopled,  and  moft  ot  the 
inhabitants  are  either  Greeks  or  Latins,  who  have 
each  of  them  a  bilhop  and  Teveral  churches,  moft 
of  which  belong  to  the  Greeks  who  have  alfo 
many  convents  ;  but  the  nuns  are  not  fo  llri<5lly 
confined  as  to  exclude  the  men  from  vifiting  them, 
and  they  will  fometimes  be  kind  to  them,  even 
beyond  the  bounds  of  Chriftian  charity  ;  befides, 
they  may  leave  their  convents  when  they  pleafe  : 
their  bufinefs,  while  they  are  in  it,  is  embroider- 
ing in  gold,  filver,  and  filk.  The  Latins  have 
five  churches  in  the  town,  the  firil  of  which  is 
a  handfome  and  fpacjous  building,  and  belongs 
to  the  bilhop.  The  Capuchins  have  alfo  a  large 
church  oppofite  to  their  convent,  which  is  neatly 
built,  and  has  a  fpacious  garden,  but  wants  water. 
They  teach  Chriftianity  and  the  learned  languages, 
to  aU  the  children  who  are  fent  to  them.  The 
Cordeliers  and  Jacobins  have  alfo,  very  handfome 
churches;  the  Jews  have  likewife  their  fynagogues, 
and  the  Turks  their  mofques. 

The  town  has  eight  gates,  and  is  defended  by  a 
pretty  good  caftle,  guarded  by  the  Turks  who  live 
in  it,  and  amount  to  about  800  men.  No  Chriftian 
is  allowed  to  lodge  in  this  building,  but  the  Jews 
annually  pay  a  certain  fum  to  enjoy  the  fecurity 
of  dwelling  in  it,  for  they  would  find  but  bad  en- 
tertainment among  the  Chriftians. 

Tlie  ifland  of  Chio,  befides  the  chief  town  of 
the  fame  name,  contains  fixty  towns  and  villages, 
the  chief  of  which  is  Cordomolo,  which  has  above 
500  inhabitants;  the  country  is  very  fertile  and 
well  watered,  yielding  annually  about  170  tons 
of  wine.  Five  miles  from  it  is  a  fine  valley  half 
a  mile  long,  where  is  a  fpring  of  vvater,  to  which 
there  is  a  defcent  of  twenty-five  beautiful  marble 
fteps,  and  at  the  end  of  the  valley  was  a  temple 
of  fine  afh  coloured  marble,  that  has  been  pulled 
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down,  and  theftones  broken,  only  for  the  fake  of 
the  iron  and  lead  that  joined  them  together.  Be- 
yond this  valley  is  Visiji,  a  village  inhabited  by 
300  perfons,  and  beyond  it  is  Gambia,  which  has 
a  hundred  inhabitants,  and  is  furrounded  by 
rocks,  hills^  and  woods  of  wild  pine-trees,  which 
tthey  fell  for  timber  to  build  their  galleys  Below 
his  village  is  a  valley  where  ftandsa  little  caftle. 
built  upon  a  rock,  that  is  almoft  inaccelTible  ; 
oppofite  to  this  caftle  is  the  mount  of  St.  Elias, 
the  higheft  place  in  the  ifland  ;  for  it  is  feen  from 
Tenedo,  which  is  above  100  miles  diftant.  It  has 
a  church  dedicated  to  St.  Elias,  which  is  ufually 
covered  with  mifts  and  fnow,  and  in  the  middle  of 
this  mountain  is  a  large  fpring  that  waters  the 
fiuTounding  fields,  which  are  planted  with  a  great 
variety  of  fruits. 

Voliffb  is  a  large  village  feated  on  an  hill,  and 
contains  about  300  houfes  and  1500  inhabitants. 
It  has  a  caftle  built  by  the  famous  Belifarius, 
general  to  the  Emperor  Juftinian,  who  was  forced 
on  fhore  by  a  ftorm.  The  adjacent  country  is  very 
pleafant,  open  and  fertile,  and  the  inhabitants 
annually  raife  5000  weight  of  lilk.  In  many  of 
the  villages  are  caftles  and  towers  built  to  defend 
their  towns  and  maftic-trees  from  the  ravages  of 
the  Turks  of  Natolia,  who  crofiing  the  fea  in 
galleys  or  boats,  come  and  carry  away  both  the 
people  ana  their  goods,  for  which  reafon  they 
have  built  towers  at  four  miles  diftance  from  each 
other,  all  round  the  illand. 

The  iile  of  Chio  is  very  fubjeft  to  earthquakes: 
it  is  extremely  ftony,  and  there  is  fo  little  rain, 
that  every  fpring  the  Greeks,  Latins,  Jews  and 
Turks  make  proceffions  in  order  to  obtain  it ;  but 
notwithftanding  the  ifland  is  fo  mountainous  and 
dry,  it  abounds  in  all  the  neceiiaries  of  life,  but 
the  wine  is  thick.  Every  thing  is  here  extremely 
cheap,  and  excellent  partridges  may   be  had  for 
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almoft  nothing  ;  for  they  breed  them  tame,  and 
have  keepers  who  drive  them  out  in  the  morning, 
and  whif.le  them  in  at  night,  which  call  they 
always  obey. 

As  the  ifland  was  fubjefl:  to  the  Genoefe,  before 
it  came  into  the  polieffion  of  the  Turks,  the  in- 
habitants drefs  after  the  Genoefe  fafliion,  and  have 
much  of  their  humour  ;  the  men,  however,  have 
very  difigreeable  countenances,  though  their  per- 
fons  are  well  fliaped.  They  are  proud,  and  yet 
the  women  of  diftinftion  go  to  market  to  buy 
provifions,  which  they  carry  openly  through  the 
ilreets. 

The  women  are  very  beautiful  and  well  fliaped, 
and  their  faces  are  as  white  as  the  jellamine  they 
wear  on  their  heads  ;  but  their  breafts  are  fcorched 
with  the  fun,  which  is  the  more  Ibrpriiing,  as  they 
take  as  little  care  of  the  face  as  of  the  breaft.  They 
are  very  neat  in  their  drefs,  wearing  very  white 
linen,  and  the  fineft  fluffs  they  can  get,  but  are 
not  allowed  to  wear  gold,  and  lilver,  or  jewels. 
They  have  a  very  brifk  and  lively  wit,  v^hich 
renders  them  the  moft  talkative  women  in  the 
world.  Both  men  and  women  are  fond  of  danc- 
ing ;  on  Sundays  and  holidays  they  dance  all 
night  ;  promifcuoufly,  both  in  the  cities  and  vil- 
lages, and  a  ftranger  is  allowed  freely  to  join  with 
them.  They  are  fo  far  from  being  jealous,  that 
the  women  and  maids  are  allowed  to  ftand  at  their 
doors  to  fee  and  talk  with  fuch  men  as  pais  by ; 
and  they  will  be  as  merry  and  familiar  with  I'tr  an- 
gers, as  if  they  had  been  long  acquainted. 

The  Chiots  make  great  quantities  of  damafli, 
fattin,  taffety,  and  other  filk  fluffs,  and  carry  on 
a  conliderable  trade  to  Grand  Cairo,  and  the  mari- 
time cities  of  Barbary  and  Natolia ;  but  they  are 
fo  Iharp,  that  a  man  mufl  have  all  his  wits  about 
him  to  avoid  being  cheated.  Learing  is  out  of 
life,  and  profound  ignorance  prevails  among  them. 
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Such  as  are  niot  obliged  to  work,  or  follow  bufi- 
jiefs,  fit  whole  days  under  the  trees  talking  to- 
gether. They  are  alfo. fond  of  pleafure,  and  drink 
to  excefs. 

Another  of  the  iflands  of  the  Archipelago, 
bordering  upon  Alia,  is  Patino,  Palmofa,  or  Pat- 
mora,  the  ancient  Patmos,  which  is  but  eighteen 
miles  in  compafs,  and  has  only  one  well  built 
town,  in  the  middle  of  which  is  the  caftie  called 
the  monaftery  of  St.  John,  inhabited  by  200  Greek 
Monks.  St.  John  the  Evangelift,  being  banilhed 
into  thisidand,  here  wrote  his  Revelations.  In 
their  church  they  carefully  keep  a  body  (hut  up  in 
a  cafe,  which  they  pretend  to  be  tlrat  of  St  John, 
and  fhew  a  cave  where  they  fay  he  wrote  his  Apoca- 
lypfe.  There  are  about  3000  perfons  in  the  ifland, 
all  of  whom  are  Chriftians,  who  pay  tribute  to  the 
Grand  Signior  ;  but  the  foil  being  dry  and  rocky, 
they  find  it  difficult  to  live  :  though  no  Turks  re- 
lide  in  the  ifland,  the  corfairs  put  in  there  to  ca- 
reen and  take  in  frelh  water. 

The  ifle  of  Nixa,  anciently  Naxos,  is  120  miles 
in  compafs.  It  was  taken  by  the  Turks  from  the 
Venetians,  and  there  are  ftill  feveral  noble  families 
m  it,  defcended  from  them.  The  land  is  extremely 
fertile,  efpecially  the  valley  of  Damilla,  in  which 
are  eighteen  villages,  where  many  cows,  Iheep 
and  goats  are  fed,  and  the  inhabitants  make  great 
quantities  of  cheefe  and  wine,  which  they  fend  to 
Alexandria,  Smyrna,  and  Chio  ;  but  their  woods 
are  full  of  rocks  and  folitary  dens.  There  are 
many  monafteries  in  the  iflands,  and  one  in  par- 
ticular called  Fanaromeni,  dedicated  to  the  Virgin 
which  has  feventy  rooms  and  a  fmall  church  ;  but 
the  Monks  are  extremely  ignorant,  and  fo  vicious 
that  one  would  imagine  they  worfliip  fome  un- 
!known  God, 

By  the  fea-fide,  oppolite  the  ifland  of  Nicaria, 
^re  to  be  feen,    upon  a  very   Iteep  and  rugged 
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mountain  the  ruins  of  tiie  temple  of  Apollo;  and 
it  is  amazing  that  the  ftones  could  be  raifed  to  fo 
great  a  height.  Near  it  are  lour  fmali  towns,  well 
inhabited.  On  the  adjacent  hills  the  goats  feed  on 
the  herb  called  ledum,  which  leaves  a  kind  of 
vicious  dew  upon  their  beards,  that  turns  to  a 
gum  of  a  very  good  fmell,  called  Labdanum, 
which  is  gathered  by  cutting  off  their  beards.  Upon 
a  rock  called  Srrongyle  is  the  temple  of  Bacchus, 
built  of  very  white  marble  ;  but  the  Turks,  and 
others,  daily  carry  it  away  for  their  private  ufes. 
There  are  here  two  archbifhops,  one  belonging  to 
the  Latins,  and  the  other  to  the  Greeks.  The 
cathedral  of  the  Romifli  archbiihop  is  dedicated  to 
the  affumption  of  our  Lady,  and  is  a  very  hand- 
fome  edifice. 

The  inhabitants  have  fuch  violent  feuds  among 
themfelves;  that  fometimes  they  will  not  fpeak  to 
one  another  as  long  as  they  live.  In  this  the 
women  are  more  obftinate  than  the  men,  and  are 
great  meddlers  in  other  people's  bufinefs.  The 
women  wear  their  fhoes  fo  little  that  they  can 
hardly  get  their  feet  into  them,  and  put  on  fuch 
a  number  of  coats,  one  over  another,  that  they 
are  fcarcely  able  to  walk.  The  produce  of  the 
ifland  is  wine,  cheefe  and  filk,  by  the  fale  of  which 
they  raife  their  tribute. 

About  fix  miles  from  Nixia  is  the  iile  of  Paro, 
anciently  called  Paros,  which  has  three  caftles, 
feveral  villages,  a  good  harbour,  handfome churches 
and  many  Greek  priefts  and  monks.  The  anti- 
quities of  this  ifland  confiiling  of  Itatues,  marble 
chei^s,  &c.  were  carried  away  by  an  Engliih  gen- 
tleman, who  took  all  he  could  find  both  here  and 
at  Delos,  now  called  Sedrille.  This  ifland  was 
famous  for  its  quarries  of  marble,  and  for  the  Ora- 
cle of  Apollo  ;  but  it  is  now  the  refort  of  Cor- 
fairis. 
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The  ifland  of  Mycone,  anciently  Myconas,  is 
only  about  three  miles  round  ;  but  though  it  was 
once  well  peopled,  it  is^iow  almoit  forlaken.  Over 
againft  this  ifland  is  that  of  Tine,  formerly  Tenes. 
It  is  forty  miles  in  circuit,  and  belongs  to  the  Ve- 
netians ;  it  is  well  peopled,  and  has  a  very  ftrong 
callle  built  upon  a  rock.  It  produces  plenty  of 
proviiions  and  filk,  but  is  fo  over-ftocked  with 
people,  that  many  are  obliged  to  leave  it,  and 
dwell  at  Smyrna  and  Chio.  The  women  are  here 
handfome  and  courteous. 

Nio,  anciently  called  Oliarus,  was  not  long 
lince  inhabited  by  the  Albanians,  a  barbarous  and 
warlike  people.  It  is  a  fruitful  country,  and 
abounds  in  oaks,  and  other  trees,  which  the  na- 
tives cut  down  and  fell  to  other  places. 

Santorini,  formerly  called  Theralia,  is  30  miles 
in  circumference,  and  has  feveral  caflles,  among 
which  is  that  of  St.  Nicholas,  built  upon  a  black 
rock  that  has  a  frightful  appearance.  A  Greek 
biiliophas  his  relidence  there,  and  about  500  per- 
fons,  moft  of  whom  live  in  caves  cut  in  the  rock, 
which  is  of  pumice-Hone.  1  he  caftle  of  Scaro  is 
built  on  a  frightful  mountain,  fo  fteep  that  thofe 
who  go  up  to  it  mull:  climb  v^'ith  their  hands  and 
feet.  There  are  here  150  houfes,  and  the  Greeks 
have  a  church  in  which  are  two  images  of  maffy 
iilver,  one  of  our  Lady,  and  the  other  of  St.  Mi- 
chael. It  formerly  belonged  to  the  Latins,  who 
have  ftill  a  billiop  there.  Between  this  caftle  and 
that  of  Pirgo  is  a  hill  that  affords  a  view  of  the 
whole  ifland,  which  is  planted  with  vines  ;  but 
has  no  other  trees,  except  fig  trees  and  white  mul- 
berries. The  inhabitants  make  more  Vv^ine  than 
they  confume ;  it  is  therefore  bought  by  their 
neighbours,  and  carried  to  Chio,  Smyrna,  and 
other  places.  They  make  various  forts  of  ftuiis, 
and  by  the  fale  of  them  raife  money  to  pay  their 
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their  tribute.  In  this  place  are  one  thoufand  fouls, 
almoft  all  Greeks,  and  the  Cadi  refides  here. 
Their  houfes  are  well  built,  white,  and  walled  in. 
The  caftle  is  inhabited  by  150  perfons,  and  about 
it  are  feven  villages,  but  they  are  ill  peopled. 
The  inhabitants  of  the  illand  live  very  meanly  : 
their  breads  which  is  made  of  wheat  and  barley, 
is  as  black  as  pitch,  and  fo  harfh  that  one  can 
hardly  fwallow  it :  for  they  bake  it  but  twice  a  year, 
on  account  of  their  having  no  wood  but  what  they 
buy  by  the  pound  from  Nio.  Befides,  they  have 
neither  filh.  nor  flefh,  and  feed  only  upon  peas, 
beans,  eggs  and  bifcuit,  and  have  little  or  no  fruit; 
but  grapes,  though  of  thefe  they  have  great  plenty. 
The  illand  at  a  diftance  makes  a  moft  difmal  ap- 
pearance, theHiore  being  extremely  black. 

Policandro  is*  a  pleafant  illand,  eight  miles  ia 
compafs;  but  has  only  one  village,  in  which  are 
100  houfes  and  300  perfons.  It  has  three  well  built 
churches  and  two  monafteries,  one  of  monks  and 
another  of  nuns,  who  obferve  no  rule,  but  live  as 
nature  teaches  them.  Their  church  is  dedicated  to 
St.  John,  and  a  monk  fays  mafs  in  it  on  Sundays 
and  holidays.  The  inhabitants  of  the  illand  are 
honeft,  civil  and  courteous,  efpecially  the  women, 
who  are  very  handfome.  They  have  good  bread, 
fowls  and  fheep,  but  no  wine  ;  for  what  they  drink 
comes  from  Saptorini. 

The  iiland  of  Mylo  is  fo  called  from  Mylos,  a 
mill,  becaufe  it  has  many  wind  mills,  and  affords 
abundance  of  mill-ftones.  It  is  36  miles  round, 
and  is  very  fertile.  The  inhabitants  export  an- 
nually to  Candia,  Venice,  and  other  places,  be- 
tween three  and  four  hundred  tons  of  wine.  They 
have  amine  of  brimftone,  and  another  of  pumice- 
ftones  ;  and  have  fome  hot  baths,  which  produce 
falutary  eitecls  in  feveral  difeafes.  The  port,  which 
is  fix  miles  long,  and  three  over,  has  a  good  depth 
of  water.     The  i Hand  has"  one  t(?wn,  which  con- 
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tains  2^00  people,  and  an  old  caftle  inhabited  hy 
^00  more.  They  have  a  Latin  and  Greek  bilhop ; 
though  moft  of  the  ii/habitants  are  Greeks,  who 
live  niiich  at  their  eafe,  they  are  a  civil  people, 
^nd  the  women  are  very  charitable  and  kind  to 
Grangers :  they  enjoy  all  the  neciefTaries  of  life,  but 
have  no  phylicians  or  furgeons. 

Ha,lf  a  mile  ft'om  Milo,  is  Chimolo  or  Argentara, 
an  iiland  tHat  Has  a  good  harbour,  and  a  village 
containing  about  300  people,  which  was  burnt  by 
the  Corfairs  in  1638.  The  inhabitants  live  very 
meanly. 

The  ifle  of  Sifano  or  Sifonto,  anciently  called 
Sifanus,  is  36  miles  in  compafs,  and  has  a  caftle 
upon  a' hill  fiirrounded  with  double  walls,  and  in- 
habited by  3000  people.  Here  are  the  only  houfes 
in  all  the  ifland,  except  Ibme  country  houfes  of 
private  men.  There  is  here  a  ^onaftery  of  Greeks 
built  upon  a  hill  ;  the  inhabitants  have  a  Greek 
vicar  and  a  Latin  bifhop,  whofe  chapel  is  fmall 
and  very  poor.  The  ifland  does  not  produce  more 
provifions  in  the  year  than  will  ferve  the  i-nhabi- 
tants  two  months^  on  which  account  they  are 
obliged  to  fetch  them  from  other  places.  They 
are  efteemed  very  knavilh,  but  their  women,  wha 
go  with  their  faces  covered,  have  the  reputation 
of  being  honefV.  The  chief  trades  here  are  wea- 
vers, flioemakers  and  joiners. 

The  ifle  of  Thermia,  thus  called  from  the  Ther^ 
riiise,  or  hot'  fprings  found  there,  is  36  miles  in 
circumference.  The  town  contains  about  300 
houfes,  a-nd  has  about  2000  inhabitants.  The 
Greeks  hai^e  here  15  churches^  and  a  biftiop,  who 
refides  fix  rnbnths  here,  and  as  many  at  Zia  ;  there 
is  alfo  a  caftle,  and  a  pretty  village  ealled  Mefi. 
The  ifland  is  level,  and  very  fertile;  but  has  few 
trees.  The  inhabitants,  who  are  reputed  very 
honeft,  trade  in  ftuflfs,  thread,  and  other  commo- 
dities.    The  women  are  virtuous^  handfome^  and 
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Sseatly  drefifed  :  the  people  are  governed  by  a,  Gadi, 
and  four  Procurators  chofen  from  among  the 
townfmen. 

Ajora  is  18  miles  in  circumference,  and  depend? 
upon  the  people  of  Scyra,  who  keep  Ihepherds 
iiere  to  feed  their  /lieep.  Upon  this  ifland  there 
are  four  churches  ;  but  divine  fervice  is  only  per- 
formed in  them  at  E^fter,  when  the  fhepherds 
cornmunicate.  The  Corfairs  prevent  its  being  cul- 
tivated, by  their  fometimes  landing,  Seizing,  and 
carrying  oW  the  oxen  and  fheep. 

The  ifle  of  Scyra,  which  in  the  vulgar  Greek 
Signifies  Miftrefs,  is  thus  called  from  its  iianding  in 
the  midft  of  the  other  iflands,  and  by  its  height 
commanding  a  view  of  them-  It  is  ^6  miles  in 
compafs,  and  having  a  dry  foil  with  few  trees, 
abounds  in  provilions,  as  flefli,  fifh,  and  venifon. 
The  cathedral,  wtiich  is  dedicated  to  St.  George, 
Hands  at  the  upper  end  of  the  town,  and  is  ferved 
by  feveral  Priefts,  who  have  a  Bifhop  for  their  fu- 
perior.  The  Capuchins  are  diligent  in  preaching, 
eatechizing,  and  hearing  confeffions,  whence  the 
people  appear  very  devout,  and  particularly  the 
Women^  who  are  remarkable  for  their  limplicity. 
They  are  almoft  all  Latins,  and  have  feveral 
churches,  but  no  village  of  note,  and  only  fome 
houfes  fcattered  up  and  down  the  country. 

From  Chio  Mr  Thevenot  failed  to  the  ifle  of  Sa- " 
mos,  and  taking  a  view  of  it,  he  found  it  a  very 
barren  CQuritry,  80  miles  in  circuit,  and  only  fa- 
mous for  having  been  the  birth  place pf  Pythagoras, 
Polycrates,   &c. 

Over-againft  Samos  is  the  ifle  of  Nicaria,  an- 
ciently called  Icaria,  from  Icarus  the  fon  of  D«da- 
lus.  It  is  of  confiderable  length,  and  full  of 
rocks,  in  which  the  inhabitants  dwell  in  caverns. 
Thefe  amount  to  about  3000,  and  are  very  poor 
and  ill  cloathed.  They  apply  themfelves  to  fwim- 
r^^ingj  and  filhing  up  fpunges  and  wrecks.     The 
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Papas,  or  richeft  men  in  the  illand,  give  their 
daughters  to  the  beft  divers,  who  are  tried  before 
the  maid  and  her  father,'^id  he  who  remains  longed 
under  the  water  wins  her.  The  Grand  Signior's 
tribute  is  paid  in  fpunges.  They  have  vineyards 
among  the  rocks,  and  of  the  grapes  make  a  fort 
of  white  wine  as  clear  as  water,  which  pailes  by 
mine  as  foon  as  it  is  drank.  With  this  wine,  and 
with  wax  and  honey,  they  trade  to  Chio.  The 
inhabitants  are  ftrong  and  well  (haped,  but  tlie 
women  are  miftrefies  ;  and  as  foon  as  the  hufband 
arrives  from  any  place  in  his  boat,  the  wife  goes 
to  the  fea-fide,  takes  the  oars  and  carries  them 
home,  after  which  the  hulband  can  difpofe  of  no- 
thing without  her  leave.  The  Greek  Emperors 
of  Conftantinople,  banifiied  thofe  perfons  of  quality 
who  had  otTended  them  to  this  illand. 

He  next  proceeded  to  theifle  of  Stanchia,  other- 
wife  called  Ifola  Longa,  anciently  Coos,  which 
is  feventy  miles  in  circumference,  is  very  fertile, 
and  pn)duces  great  quantities  of  good  wine.  The 
port  is  fecured  by  a  pretty  good  caftle,  in  which 
the  Turks  keep  a  garrifon  ;  and  behind  it  lies  the 
town,  where  tliere  is  a  tree  of  fuch  prodigious 
extent,  as  ealily  to  cover  2000  men;  and  the 
branches  being  fupported  by  a  number  of  ftone 
and  wooden  pillars,  there  are  feveral  barbers  {hops, 
cofFee-houfes  and  fuch-like  places  under  them. 
This  illand  was  anciently  famous  for  its  temple  of 
i^fculapius,  and  its  giving  birth  to  Hippocrates, 
the  prince  of  phyficians,  and  to  Appelles  the  jjrince 
of  painters.  It  belonged  to  the  Knights  of  Malta, 
when  they  were  mafters  of  Rhodes.  Strangers  are 
here  more  regarded  by  the  v/omen,  than  is  agree- 
able to  their  huibands. 

He  lailed  from  hence  to  the  caftle  of  Bodrou, 
which  lies  over-againft  Stanchio,  at  twelve  miles 
diftancc;  but  the  port  is  fo  Ihut  up  with  land  and 
mud,  that  great  faips  cannot  enter  it.     The  en- 
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trance  to  the  caftle  is  through  feven  gates,  over 
which  are  feveral  coats  of  arms  belonging  to  the 
Knights  of  Rhodes.  Beyond  the'  lixth  gate  is  a 
platform  of  fix  cannon  pointed  towards  the  fea. 
The  laft  gate  is  made  of  iron,  and  is  conftantly 
guarded  by  fifteen  or  twenty  men.  The  caftle  is 
llrong,  and  the  walls  high  ;  and  both  are  built 
of  Hone.  It  is  very  ftrong  towards  the  land,  where 
the  walls  are  as  found  as  if  lately  built ;  but  this 
cafl:le  might  be  eafiiy  taken,  by  cutting  olF  the 
water  brought  to  it  by  an  aquedu6l.  The  adjacent 
country  produces  plenty  of  grapes,  figs,  and  other 
fruit. 

He  next  failed  to  Rhodes,  which  is  100  miles 
from  Stanchio.  Rhodes  has  Lycia  on  the  north j^ 
from  which  it  is  parted  by  the  fea,  that  is  here 
twenty  miles  broad. 

The  ifle  of  Cyprus  is  on  the  eafi:,  Candia  on  the 
weft,  and  Egypd  on  the  fouth.  It  is  100  miles  in 
compaft,  and,  lying  in  a  temperate  climate,  enjoys 
a  fruitful  foil,  and  has  feveral  villages  that  are  well 
inhabited,  befides  a  fmail  and  ftrong  city.  This 
illand  has  been  fubject  to  the  Greeks.  It  was  taken 
from  the  Saracens  by  the  Knights  Hofpitallers  of 
Jerufalem  in  1309,  who  held  it  about  200  years, 
till  it  was  taken  by  the  Turks  under  Soliman  II. 
in  1522,  rather  by  the  treachery  of  Andrea  d'Ama- 
ral.  Chancellor  of  the  Order,  than  by  force :  for 
he  being  difpjeafed  at  his  not  being  chofen  Grand 
Mafter  at  the  laft  election,  informed  the  Turks  of 
their  weaknefs,  by  a  letter  Ihot  to  them  on  an  ar- 
row. The  town  has  two  harbours,  but  that  cal- 
led the  Great  Port  is  not  very  fafe  when  the  wind 
is  eafterly.  On  the  right  hand,  at  the  entrance  of 
this  port,  is  a  tower  built  by  the  Turks,  in  the 
place  where  the  old  tower  of  St.  Nicholas  Itood. 
It  is  well  furnifhed  with  cannon,  has  a  baftion  be- 
hind, and  a  curtain  which  reaches  to  the  walls  of 
the  town.     Oppofite  to  this  tower  ftands  the  caftle 
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of  St.  Angelo,  which  is  fo.miswhat  ruinous.  This 
caftle  and  tower  were  built  in  the  place  where  fto.od 
the  feet  of  thp  great  Ct/lolTuSj  one  of  the  feveii 
wonders  of  the  world,  between  whofe  legs  a  ihip 
might  pafs  under  fail.  It  reprefented  the  fun,  and 
was  caft  by  Chares  the  Lindian.  It  was  70  cubits 
high,  ftrode  50  fathoms,  and  carried  a  light-houfe 
in  one  hand.  It  was  overthrown  by  an  earthquake, 
and,  being  broken  to  pieces  by  the  Saracens,  was 
fold  to  a  Jew,  who  loaded  9Q0  camels  with  the 
metal,  and  carried  it  to  Alexandria  in  the  year  954, 
i46i  years  after  it  was  made.  The  pprt  pf  th^ 
galleys,  which  is  covered  by  the  caftle  of  St.  ErmCj 
is  a  good  harbour;  but  its  mputh  isfo  narrow,  that 
ohlv  one  galiey  c^n  entef  at  a  time.  A  little  above 
the  j)ort  IS  a  burying-place,  in  which  are  i^  or  20 
domes  of  tree  ftone  well  built,  and  moft  of  them 
fupported  by  ;our  arches.  Thefe  were  the  fepulchres 
or  the  Bevs,  or  rather  perfons  of  di.ftin,6jtion  ia 
Rhodes,  who  h  id  been  killed  in  the  wars.  On  the 
fide  of  this  pprt  is  a  piazza*  with  fpme  trees  and  a 
fountain,  and  at  thp  bpttpm  of  it  is  the  arfenal, 
where  the  galley.s  and  fajcs  are  built.  The  town 
has  high  and  vyell  built  walls,  planted  on  the  top 
with  falions ;  and  beiow,  there  are  port-holes  for 
great  cannon.  It  has  three  gates,  one  qn  the  fea, 
where  corn  is  fold,  and  two  on  the  l^nd  fide.  The 
Greets  are  pretty  broad,  paved  with  fmall  ftones, 
and  for  the  moft  part  covered  on  eaph  fide  with 
penthoufes.  It  has  fever^l  handfome  buildings, 
smong  which  St.  John's  church  is  itill  ftanding,  but 
is  turned  into  a  mofque.  The  town  is  only  inhabited 
by  Turks  and  Jews  ;  fqr  thpugh  the  Chriltians  are 
allowed  tp  keep  (hop  in  the  day-time,  they  are 
obliged  to  retire  at  night  tp  the  adjacent  villages. 
Lindo,  the  country  of  Chares,  who  isfaid  to  have 
made  the  Coloilus  of  Rhodes,  is  a  rock  at  the  point 
of  the  iiland,  60  miles  from  the  city,  and  has^ 
fmall  town  pppn  it,  with  a  very  good  ^01% 
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From  Rhodes  hfe  fet  fail  for  Egypt,  but  meeting 
^ith  contrary  winds,  was  obliged  to  land  at  Cy- 
prus, an  illand  famous  in  all  ages  for  the  fertility 
of  its  foil,  the  excellence  of  its  climate,  and  the 
advantage  of  its  fituation.  In  ancient  times  it  was 
confecrated  to  Venus,  who  is  ftiled  by  the  poets 
the  Cyprian  Goddefs,  probably  from  the  wanton- 
nefs  of  its  inhabitants.  The  longeft  day  is  about 
fourteen  hours  and  a  half.  The  weather  in  fum- 
mer  is  extremely  hot,  fo  that  fometimes  their 
brooks,  and  even  their  rivers,  have  been  dried  up  ; 
and  in  the  reign  of  Gonftantine  the  Great,  when 
they  had  no  rain  for  thirty- fix  years,  it  was  in  a 
great  meafure  deferted.  It  was  anciently  governed 
by  kings,  of  whom  it  had  nine  when  it  was  reduc- 
ed by  Cyrus,  who  rendered  them  tributary  to 
bimfelf  ;  and,  long  after  this,  the  King  of  Citiuni 
is  recorded  to  have  made  Alexander  the  Great  a 
prefent  of  a  moft  excellent  fword,  which  he  after- 
wards ufed  during  his  whole  life.  Upon  the  divi- 
lion  of  his  empire  it  fell  under  the  dominion  of 
Ptolemy,  and  was  fometimes  governed  by  that 
family  as  a  province,  and  fometimes  as  a  fe  pa  rate 
principality,  till  it  was  conquered  by  Fortius  Cato 
for  the  Romans,  who  carried  from  thence  7000 
talents,  which  was  more  than  ever  came  into  the 
Roman  treafury  by  any  former  conqueft.  After 
the  divifion  of  the  Roman  Empire  it  belonged  to 
the  Greeks,  from  whom  It  was  taken  by  the  Sara- 
cens, but  recovered  from  them,  and  governed  by 
dukes  or  princes.  In  1191,  it  was  conquered  by 
Richard  I.  King  of  England,  who  firit  mortgaged 
it  to  the  knights  of  Rhodes,  and  then  gave  it  to 
Guy  of  Lufignan,  whofe  family  held  it  for  many 
generations.  Under  thefe  princes  it  was  divided 
into  twelve  counties,  containing  torty-eiglit  great 
cities,  and  upwards  of  eight  hundred  villages. 
The  Venetians  came  into  ponfeiTion  of  it  in  1473, 
and  kept  it  almoit   100  years  ;  but  at  lad  it  was 
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taken  from  them  by  Soliman  II.  Emperor  of  th^ 
Turks,  after  a  long  and  glorious  defence. 

It  abounds  with  corn,  Wine,  oil/  fugar,  honey, 
wool,  cotton,  allum,  verdegrife,  turpentine,  all 
ibrts  of  metals,  and  moft  excellent  fait.  The  ifland 
hasfeveral  good  ports,  and  affords  all  the  materi- 
als requifite  for  building  of  (liips,  and  all  the  com* 
inodities  that  can  be  delirsd  for  carrying  on  a  great 
trade  ;  but  at  prefent  it  is  thinly  peopled,  and 
not  half  cultivated.  A  Turkilh  balfa  has  deftroyed 
nil  the  fugar-canes,  to  prevent  the  Cypriots  from 
having  too  much  wealth  ;  an  evil  which  there  now 
is  no  reafon  to  fear,  for  at  this  day  it  affords  the 
clearell  proof  how  much  a  bad  government  can 
defeat  the  kind  intentions  of  nature  ;  fince  in  fpite 
of  ail  the  advantages  that  a  country  can  poffibly 
have,  there  never  uas  a  more  difmal  or  defolate 
place  than  this  iiland  is  at  prefent.  From  having 
millions  of  people,  it  has  now  fcarce  30,000  :  from 
a  climate  that  produced  a  perpetual  fpring,  it  is 
become  both  unwholefome  and  unpleafant  :  from 
cities  and  towns  that  extended  to  each  other, 
there  are  now  only  villages  and  heaps  of  ruins  ; 
from  the  greateft  affluence  and  plenty,  the  in- 
habitants are  reduced  to  indigence  and  ftarving : 
fo  that  the  the  face  of  modern  Cyprus,  feems  to 
refute  all  that  ancient  authors  have  faid  in  its 
favour.  Such  are  the  dreadful  effects  of  a  tyranni- 
cal government ! 

With  the  firft  fair  wind  Mr.  Thevenot  left  Cy- 
prus, and  came  to  an  anchor  in  the  port  of  AleX' 
andria  ;  where  we  rtiall  leave  him,  and  give  the 
celebrated  antiquities  of  Egypt  from  the  more 
modern  travels  of  the  learned  and  ingenious  Dr. 
Focockeand  Mr.  Norden. 

END  OF  VOLUME  IV. 
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